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JOHN DAWSON and HANNAH ADELIA YOUNG 

 

John was born 28 April 1849 in Glanford Township to George Dawson (born 1827 

Weasenham All Saints, Norfolk, England – died 1907 Barton Township, Wentworth 

County, Ontario) and Mary Ann Dunham (born 1815 Queensbury, York County, New 

Brunswick – 1899 Barton Township).  The family, which included Mary Ann’s three 

sons from a previous marriage to Thomas Hart, as well as a full elder sister, three 

brothers, and a younger sister, moved from Glanford to Barton Township, at Ryckman’s 

Corners in 1867, to a modest home near George’s wagon making establishment situated 

in the middle of what is today Upper James Street just south of the intersection with 

Rymal Road.   

 

 
Dawson home on Rymal Road west of Upper James 

 

 

While John’s elder sister, Frances, was baptized in 1847 at Christs Church Cathedral in 

Hamilton, the rest of the children were only baptized as adults, as seen in the entry below 

from St. Paul’s Anglican Church Glanford: 
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John's marriage caused a bit of a stir in the community.   He eloped with his 14 year old 

bride Hannah Adelia Young; and subsequent events were noteworthy enough to warrant 

an extensive write - up in the Hamilton Spectator, as shown in the transcript below:    
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Hamilton Spectator, 30 July 1869 under the banner, "Elopement in Barton": 

 

"At the Police Station yesterday, George Dawson, who lives on the Hamilton and Port 

Dover Road, near Ryckman's Corners, was fined $5 for profanity and obscene language 

towards Henry Young, of the same neighbourhood. 

 

The affair grew out of the elopement on Saturday last of Young's daughter, aged 15, with 

Dawson's son, aged 21.   The young girl is described as small for her age and in 

appearance not more than twelve years old. 

 

It appears that on the Saturday last, Dawson and his son came to this city and procured a 

marriage licence, giving the usual bonds and making the required affidavits as to age, 

etc.   On their arrival home, the elder Dawson jumped out of the carriage, a timber 

wagon, while the son, with the licence in his pocket, drove on a short distance where the 

girl was awaiting him by the wayside.   She quickly clambered into the wagon and away 

they two went at break - neck speed down the town line between Barton and Glanford to 

the residence of a clergyman who married them.   They then returned to the paternal roof 

of Dawson Sr. 

 

In the meantime Mr. Young and his family, half - distracted at the sudden an mysterious 

disappearance of their favourite child, were searching high and low for her, not 

forgetting to look into all the wells and dragging all the fish ponds in the neighbourhood. 

  This dispiriting employment engaged the efforts of themselves and friends all night and 

until ten o'clock on Sunday morning, when some one discovered the head of Mrs. 

Dawson, the younger, gracefully resting on the bosom of her husband whose feet 

protruded through the back window of the tenement of Dawson, the elder. 

 

Enraged, as a fond father naturally would be, Mr. Young, ignorant of the clandestine 

marriage, rushed into Mr. Dawson's domicile and ordered his daughter off home.   To his 

astonishment, his once obedient and loving child merely raised her hand and handed him 

a marriage certificate which she drew from her pocket.   The father read it; and then, 

without a word, half blind with sorrow, and burning with shame, marched out of the 

house, and went home. 

 

No so quiet and subdued was Dawson, the elder, who had been the chief engineer of the 

elopement, for so overjoyed was he at the success of his scheme that he immediately fell 

to and drank up what remained in the jug of whiskey provided for the nuptial cheer.   

Thus primed, he marched over to the residence of Mr. Young, and taking up a position in 

the road in front of the house, expended his vocabulary of the abusive in galloping gab.   

The consequence of this was that he was fined $5 yesterday by Mr. Cahill.   Perhaps the 

end is not yet". 

 

At the time of the 1871 census, John, Hannah, and their infant daughter were residing in 

the home of John's parents.   In the 1870s it is known that John Dawson participated in 

the 77
th

 Battalion, Wentworth Militia as seen in the 1876 roster below:  
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Roster, 1876, 77
th

 Batallion, Wentworth Militia 

 

 
John Dawson (on right) and Tom “Alexander” (on left) 
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The author’s great great aunt Adah Artemus (Dawson) Crowe said that the other man in 

the above picture was John’s friend Tom Alexander.  Likely the author misunderstood the 

name since the roster shows only a Thomas Armatage, bugler.  This photo is the only 

known image of John Dawson – ironic since there are at least 8 of John’s father in the 

possession of the author. 

 

John Dawson and family cannot be located in the 1881 census of Canada.  Ultimately, in 

1882,   John and Hannah with their children (all born at Ryckman's Corners) moved to 

the City of Hamilton.   Two of their children had died while they lived "on the 

Mountain", and Adah (Dawson) Crowe recalled that her mother would become tearful 

every time that she heard a train whistle since this is the sound she heard when one of her 

young children died. 

 

It did not take John Dawson long before he was in various minor scrapes with the law, 

being arrested for being drunk in 1882, and for being drunk and pulling a knife in 1883.   

It seems that he may have been following in the footsteps of his father and grandfather - 

drinking and fighting.  

 

In 1885, Hannah also came to the attention of the police.   The Hamilton Spectator for 

Tuesday April 7 (Evening Edition) recorded the following: 

 

"BURGLARY - A Thief Cleans out Mrs. Evans' Back Kitchen 

 

Saturday night or Sunday morning, the back portion of the residence of Mr. Danford 

Evans, 84 Hess Street North, was entered and a chair, a mattress, a boiler, two hams, a 

side of bacon, and other articles stolen.   Mr. Evans was away from the city and Mrs. 

Evans was not aware of the burglary until Sunday morning.   This morning, Detective 

McKenzie took the matter in hand, and by following up the bits of straw which had fallen 

from the mattress, traced the thief to 121 Caroline Street North.   There he found the 

stolen goods and arrested Mrs. Hannah Dawson, a woman wearing the badge of the 

Salvation Army.   When arrested, Mrs. Dawson denied any knowledge of the affair, but 

subsequently admitted having stolen the goods.   She will be placed in the cells and will 

be brought before the police magistrate for trial to-morrow morning." 

 

Wednesday April 8, 1885 (Early Edition) 

"Police Court (from Tuesday April 7) 

 

Hannah Dawson, charged by Mrs. Evans with the larceny of several articles of kitchen 

furniture and some hams, pleaded guilty, and elected to be tried by the police magistrate. 

  She said that she did not know what induced her to steal the things, having never done 

anything of the sort before.   the magistrate reserved his decision until to-morrow." 

 

Thursday April 9, 1885 (Early Edition) 

"Police Court (from April 8) 
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Hannah Dawson, the Salvation Army woman who pleaded guilty yesterday to a charge 

for the larceny of several items from Mrs. Evans, was brought up for sentence.   She 

appeared to be very penitent and pleaded hard to be allowed to go this time.   The 

magistrate said she had stolen too many things to be allowed to go, and sentenced her to 

one month in jail." 

 

Police records provide further details, for example that she was a housekeeper, 30 years 

old, born in Canada, and of the English Church. 

 

It seems inconceivable that Hannah, a very slight woman, could have purloined a 

mattress and other very heavy and clumsy items by herself. Perhaps she "took the fall" 

for her husband, whose reputation with Hamilton's finest was obviously stained so he 

could have expected a stiff jail sentence.   Perhaps the couple thought that the Court 

would simply let a woman with small children and no prior record go - if so they were 

wrong, and Hannah, no matter what the truth of the matter, did a month's jail time. 

 

Curiously,   in the Police Court column of the Spectator for April 27, her husband "John 

Dawson was charged by Wm. Randall with assault.   Randall testified that Dawson struck 

him in the face while he was in his own house.   Dawson was fined $5 or 20 days in jail." 

  One wonders whether Randall taunted Dawson with the matter of his wife being in jail, 

and Dawson became enraged.   The police records given Dawson's address as 121 

Caroline Street North, that he was a laborer, age 37, born in Canada, and of the English 

Church. 

 

The later Police records remain to be checked. 

 

The Hamilton Directory for 1885 indicate that at that time John was residing at 186 

Jackson West in Hamilton.   From that point it appears that the family moved frequently 

within Hamilton.   They seem to have lived longest at 77 Jones Street.   By 1891, John (a 

Labourer), Hannah, and all their surviving children except Clarissa were residing in 

Hamilton.    

 

By 1901, it appears that John and his wife Hannah were separated.   At this date, 

according to the census of Hamilton, he was a "widowed" Teamster boarding at 227 

George Street.   His wife Hannah "married" was residing with her daughter Ida and son in 

law John Harris at 25 Little Peel Street.    

 

John’s death certificate is shown below.  It is virtually illegible, and to add insult to 

injury, the doctor was the informant and thus there are no parents names included. 
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John's obituary in the Hamilton Spectator (2 January 1909) indicates that at time of his 

death he was a watchman for the Toronto, Hamilton, and Buffalo Railway, and died at 

the home of his daughter Ada and her husband Robert John Crowe at 80 Poulette Street 

in Hamilton.   This record states that he was "stricken with apoplexy for about six weeks" 

prior to his death.   Great great Aunt Ada maintained that the true reason why he died was 

that while on the job he caught his foot in a switch by the tracks, fell, and was knocked 

unconscious.   Apparently he fell so hard that his boot was jammed in the switch and he 

"jumped" out of it.   She maintains that he ultimately died of the effects of this head 

injury and that the T.H. & B only gave the family about $125 in compensation.  

 

Hannah Adelia (Young) Dawson outlived her husband by almost 35 years.  The 

following two pictures show Hannah at different periods in her life: 
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The first is when she was a young woman.  The second shows Hannah on the right and 

her daughter Ida (Dawson) Harris – Bennett on the left, at about the time when Hannah 

remarried on 19 October 1915. 

 

When she was 61 years old, Hannah married John B. Day who was 45.  It is impossible at 

this stage to give even a guess as to what the motivation for both might have been – 

although her father at age 75 married a 45 year old woman as a second marriage.  John 

Day died in 1923 and Hannah was a widow again.  She spent the rest of her days residing 

in Hamilton, although frequently travelling to Buffalo to visit daughter Ida.  She also had 

6 children who survived to adulthood:  Clarissa (born 1871), Joseph (1872), Arthur 

(1876), Adah (1880), Ida (1881), and Ethel May (born 1891 who was adopted). 

 

The following picture gives a sense of Hannah’s busy family life in her latter years: 

 

 
Hannah, daughter Clarissa, and a 5 generation photo - 1939 
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In her later years Hannah resided with her daughter Adah.  She died in 1943 (four years 

before the birth of the author, her great great grandson). 

 

 
 

John and Hannah were buried in an unmarked grave with the latter’s second husband 

John B. Day, in the "Crowe Lot" in Hamilton Cemetery (Section U, Lot 566).  Aunt 

Adah said quite frankly that she just “never got around to it” in terms of erecting a 

suitable monument.  Thus in 2004 the author took it upon himself to have a stone placed 

over the grave site, as shown below: 
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Dr. David K. Faux 

Cypress, California; Caledonia, Ontario 

30 June 2017 


