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\THEN 1S FINISHED THE MYSTERY OF GOD™  Revelation 103, 4
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9 But listen! Another voice sounds forth. 1t
brings 2 command that must seem smnge o
John: “Now when the seven thunders spoke, I
was at the point of writing; but I heard a vojce
out of heaven say: ‘Seal up the things the seven
thunders spoke, and do not write them down,’”
(Revelation 10:4) John must have been anx-
jous to hear and record those thunderous
messages, just as the John class today has
waited eagerly for Jehovah to disclose his
divine purposes for publication. Such revela-
tions come only at Jehovah's appointed time.
—Luke 12:42; see also Daniel 128, 9.

‘The Finish of the Sacred Secret

10 Meantime, Jehovah has another com-
mission for John. After the seven thunders
have sounded, the strong angel speaks again:
“And the angel that I saw standing on the sea
and on the earth raised his right hand to heaven,
and by the One who lives forever and ever, who
created the heaven and the things in it and the
earth and the things in it and the sea and the
things in it, he swore: ‘There will be no delay
any longer."” (Revelation 10:5, 6) By whom
does the strong angel swear? The glorified
Jesus swears, not by himself, but by the high-
est Authority of all, Jehovah, the immortal
Creator of the heavens and the earth. (Isaiah
45:12, 18) With this oath, the angel assures
John that there will be no further delay on
God's part.
11 The Greek word here translated “delay”
is khro'nos, which literally means “time”

9. What does a voice out of heaven command?

any longer™? (b) What is brought to a finish?
- A SWEET-AND-BITTER MESSAGE

sea. What, then, does this dra
21 mean to the John class uxl;;;“c Portray-
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beginning of the Lord
standing of Jehovah
the implication of the

class at the

S day. Their under-
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many of his writings were col
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lected and
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blished in a book entitled 7he Finisnoq
%uwm In time, though, this book proved to,
be unsatisfactory as an explanation of Reve-
ation. The remnant of Christ's brothers haq
wait 2 while longer, until the visions start-
1 to be fulfilled, for an accurate understand-
ing of that inspired record.

19 Like John, however, they were used by
chovah even before the voices of the sev-
thunders were fully published. They had
ached diligently for 40 years before 1914,

d they had struggled to stay active during

¢ first world war. They had proved to be
ones who, when the master arrived, were

d to be giving the domestics food at the

time. (Matthew 2445-47) Thus, in

19 they were the ones who were given the

little scroll—that is, an open message

ch to mankind. Like Ezekiel they had
message for an unfaithful organizatio

preach some more regarding “peoples and
and tongues and many Kings.

Some have thus felt that this declaration of
the angel should be transiated: “There will be
o n.xore time " as though time as we know
It will end. But the word hronos here is
used W}lhm_n 4 definite article. So it does not
mean time in general but, rather, “a time” or
4 petiod of time.” In other words, there will
be no further period of time (or, delay) by
Jehovah. A Greek verb derived from £hro'nos
is uscd also at Hebrews 1037, where Paul,
(}ang from Habakkuk 23, 4, writes that
he who is coming . .. will not delay.”
2*No delay any longer"—how those
words appeal 10 the aging John class today!
In what respect is there no delay? John in-
forms us: “But in the days of the sounding of
the seventh angel, when he is about to blow his
trumpet, the sacred secret of God according to
the good news which he declared to his own
s_hvu the prophets is indeed brought to a fin-
ish.” (Revelation 10:7) Jehovah’s time is here
for bringing his sacred secret to its happy
climax, with glorious success!
' What s this sacred secret? It involves the

13. What is the sacred secret of God?

Please also refer to the Watchtower Articles on the subject of Revelation 10, and

Jayne Austin’s personal rebuttal statement of the Jehovah’s Witness Cult on the
website www.jayneaustin-artist.com
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