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YNE WILLIAMS

Dear Sister Williams:

We are pleased to respond 10 vour Jeter of July 12, 2006, wherein you ask for clarification
regarding our understanding of the “seven thunders™ and the “little scroll” mentioned a1 Revelution
10: 1-4. You raise this question since page 252 of “Then Is Finished the Mystery of Ged ™ states: “In
course of time The Finished Mystery proved to be unsatisfactory. because it had been written and
published before many critical parts of the book of Revelation were fulfilled o make possible o cor-
rect understanding. So. although an attempt was made o weite down things heard, The Finished
Mysiery did mot break the secret of any “seven thunders” that had "uttered their own voices.” (Reve-
lation 10:3) It was therefore a time to wait for aceurate understanding to be made possible. and in
the meanwhile to absorb spiriual knowledge from the hand of Jehovah God by means of his glori-
ficd Son Jesus Chris,”

*ou are to be commended for wanting o clearer understanding of this matter, What is quoted
above regarding The Finfshed Myseery book. published in 1917, is not specifically saying that the
book was unsatisfactory in its explanation of [-'-I’m'ei:l.tinn 10:1-3, but rather it was inadequate in ex-
plaining various parts of the entire Bible book of Revelation. “because it had been written and pub-
lished before many critical parts of the book of Revelation were fulfilled to make possible a cormrect
understanding.” In Jehovah's due time. however. a better understanding of the entire hook of Reve-
lation would be granted. Interestingly. unlike in The Finivhed Myvstery, the book “Then Is Finisfed
the Mystery of God,” published in 1969, provided a Seriptural explanation of what was represented
by the “seven thunders” and other features of the prophecy recorded al Revelation chupter 10.—See
pages 251 1o 252, paragraph 10,

In more recent years, further msight has been gained into the Bible baok of Bevelation. in-
cluding what is recorded in chaprer 10, Hence. page 157 of the book Revelation—irs Grand Clinwry
Ar Hend! states that “the “voices of the seven thunders™ are Jehovah's own expression of s pur-
poses.” the number seven representing the completeness of this expression. (Verse 3) Too, page 158
mentions that “the opened scroll that the glorified Jesus Christ gives to John is likewise a divine
message. Jehn is to preach regarding “peoples and nations and tongues and many kings.” To feed
upon this scroll 18 sweet for him because 1t s from a divine source.” (Verses 2, 8-101 Yet. as stated
on page 158, paragraph 17 of the Revelation Clinax book. it is important to “remember. John is
here actually participating in the prophetic viston. What he records is. in fact. a prophecy to be ful-
filled after 1914, when the strong angel takes up his position astride the earth and the sea” As fur-
ther shown on pages 159 and 160, what occurred with the apostle John in vision, as recorded a
Revelation 0. portrays the similar experience of the anointed “in the Lord™s day™”™ whom John rep-
resemted, (Revelation 10100 As stated on page 19, paragraph 16, of the October 15, 1988, issue of
The Warchrower: "Back in 1919, when anointed Christians fguratively ate the little scroll. it was
not time for them to have a complete understanding of Jehovah's purposes. (Compare Duaniel 12:8.
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9.} But they fearlessly forged ahead with what understanding they had and proved themselves wor-
thy of further enlightenment.”

Similar to the above explanation. page 19, paragraph 13, of the December 5. 1983, issue of
The Warchtower states regani’tnﬁ the ancinted remnant since 1914: “This remnant was prefigured by
John. the writer of the last book of the Bible canon. Revelation. In the first postwar year of 1919
this remnant had an experience like that which John describes respecting himself in Revelation
chapter 10. This experience was to ocour near the time when “the mystery of God,” or his “sacred
secrel.” was (o be brought to a finish. (Revelation 10:7. Awrhorized Version, NW) Afier they got
spiritual refreshment, as it were, by eating the sweet-tasting “little scroll” that was held out to them.
those who made up this modern class prefigured by John were. in effect. told: "You must prophesy
again with regard to peoples and nations and tongues and many kings.'—Revelation 10:10, 117
Obcediently. the ancinted remnant and their companions with an earthly hope have declared God's
message to mankind, which includes his purposes as foretold in the thrilling Bible book of Revela-
L.

- We rrust the above comments will be helpful to you, We send our warm love and Christian
greetings.

Your brothers in Jehovah's service,
Claistiae f?mgteg-e:!ahu
of feboual s TWitwesses
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whom? John was told: “You must prophe-
8y again with regard to peoples and na-
tions and tongues and many kings.” —Rev-
elation 10:11.

*' How has all of this been fulfilled duz-
ing the Lord’s day? According to the his-
torical facts, back in Iﬂlﬁhfﬁthiﬂ Chris-
tians embraced the Ei\l'i ge of serving

1=3. (a) %J has the beginning of the Lord's

fse af conflict, and what have been
some of Jesus' successes? (b) How will Jasus
“complete his congquest™?

Christendom and the world in general.
u-ll{agt.thﬁwi 24:14; Rewelation 8:1-9:21:
16:1-21.

* This faithful band of Christians was
used by Jehovah to gather the final ones
of the 144,000 for sealing, and they spear-
headed the gathering of the crowd,
who have an earthly hope. ( tiom 7:
1-4, 9, 10) This great crowd plays an im-
portant part in Jehovah's purposes toward
this earth, and its appearance has caused
great joy both in heaven and on carth.
{Revelation 7:11-1T7; Eﬂhk:!l 9:1-7) Henee,
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ed, but he was unahle to prevent their
‘standing up’ in 1919 or their ing
“the little seroll® from the hand of Jesus
Christ. (Revelation 10:8-11; 11:11, 12; 12:
17) He was equally powerlesz to pre-
vent the gathering of the final cnes of
the 144,000 and the assembling of the
great crowd (out of all the nations), who
render “sacred service day and might in
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The fate of anclent Jerusalem shows whal will soon happen fo Babylon the Great
[Jehovah’s] temple.”"—Revelation 7:1-3,
g-15.

* Indeed, since 1914 Jesus has ‘gone
forth comquering.” Nevertheless, much re-
mains to be done. Jesus has yet “to com-
plete his conguest.” He has yet to take
action in removing all traces of Satan's
world system of things. (Revelation 6:1, 2
19:11-21) What will this momentous act
mean for us as individuals?

Public Stripping of Babylon the Great
! The destruction of Satan’s world be-
gins with the end of false religion. Reve-
lation deseribes the whole world empire of
falze religion—including Christendom—
as a prostitute, Babylon the Groat, who
has relations with the kings of the earth
and makes mankind drunk with her forni-
cation, She herself is also drunk—revolt-
ingly—{irom drinking blood, the blood of
God's servants. (Bevelation 17:1-6) Rewve-
lation also describes the end of this dis-
gusting old harlot, and we can better
understand what this will mean if we
consider what happened to another reli-
gious harlot that existed back in the sev-
enth century bafore our Common Era.
*That harlot was the city of Jerusalem.

4, How iz false religion deseribed in Revelation?

6, 8. Why was wofaithful Jorgsalem called a
rostitnte, and what judgment did this bring on
er from the hand of Jehovah?
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She was supposed to be the center of Je-

lwuh’u worship on earth, but God said te
"Hy:.ruu.tblnodthn: you have sh

m have become guilty.” (Ezekiel 22:43

consorting with the nations, “0 how | as
filled up with rage agminst you,” Jehe
vah said to her, “by your doing all thess
things, the work of a woman, a dominess
ing prostitute!”—Ezekiel 16:30; 23:1-
James &:4.

 Consider, then, Jehovah's judgment on
this harlat: “Here [ am collecting togethes
all those [the nations] passionately lovisg
you toward whom you were pleasurabis
and all those whom you loved . . . , and 0
they must strip you of your garmests
and take your beautiful articles and lesss
you hehind naked and nuode. And thes
must burn your houses with fire.” [ Exelss
16:37, 39, 41; 23:26-30) History recosds
what happened. The Babylonians came &=
607 B.C.E. and stripped Jerusalem bass
Her people and her wealth were carried of
to Babylon. The city was destroyed. the
temple was burned, and the land was &S
desolate,—2 Chronicles 36:17-21.

T Something similar will happen to Babe
ylon the Great. Revelation warns: “These
[modern “kings,” or rulers with whems

7. What will be the end of Babylon the Gress?
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tribulation” prophesied by Jesus,

thew 24:21: Rewvelation 7:14) Speaking
of that time, Revelation says: “A great
earthguake occurred; and the sun became
black ns sackeloth of hair, and the entire
moon became as blood, and the stars of
heaven foll to the earth.” (Revelstion 8:
12, 13) This great earthquake is the “great
quaking” in “"the soil of lavael™ that Eze-
kiel prophesied. (Ezekiel 38:18, 19; Joel &
Iq—m t is the ?nt:.‘l d“&'fvﬁ&rnnb;thm
wicked system of things. anythi
happen to the Iitemisuns?mmn,mdaug
at that time?

* Ezekiel, warning of the coming fall of
Israel's large southern neighbor, Egypt,
aaid: “*And when you [Pharach ] get axtin-
guished [ will cover the heavens and dark-
en their stars, As for the sun, with clonds
I shall cover it, and the moon itself will
not let its light shine. All the luminaries
of light in the heavens—I shall darken
them on your account, and T will put dark-
nezs upon your land,’ is the utterance of
the Sovereign Lord Jehovah."—Ezekiel
32:7, 8.

2. What kind of time will the great tribulation
b for mankind?

9, 10, What did Ezekiel Pw in the case of
Egypt, and how was this fulfilled?

i
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ungoedly mankind's prospects
will be ag black as were those of Egypt. It
will be ag if the sun gave no light by day
and the night sky were devoid of any
warm light from the moon and without
any friendly, twinkling stars. Those who
refuse to honor Jehowah's King will perish
without even an honorable burial as the
Rider on the white horse completes his
congueat. (Revelation 19:11, 17-21: Eze-
kiel &8:4, 17-19) No wonder ungodly men
will ery out “to the mountaing and to the
rock-masses: ‘Fall over us and hide us
from the face of the Ome seated on the
throne and from the wrath of the Lamb,
because the great day of their wrath has
come, and who is able to stand? "—Reve-
lation 6:16, 17; Matthew 24:30.

Ongoing War!
#What, though, of Christiang in these

11. () What is red by what happened Lo
ﬁ‘ (b} How will the future be ately

for Batan's world at the great tribulation?
12. How has Satan expressed his hatred of Jesus
Christ during the Lord's day?
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Well, they
ed by the censeless warfare

have been “objects of hatred by all the
nations on account of [his] name.” (Mat-
thew 24:9) Satan has used every weapon
at his disposal, including mobbing, im-
prisonment, torture, and murder, to fight
against them.—2 Timothy 3:12.

" Batan has also skillfully used guile.
{Ephesians 6:11) Using “the deceptive
power of riches,” he has tempted some to
slow down or even to cease their sacred
service. (Matthew 13:22; 1 Timothy 8:
9, 10) Others he has lured into unclean-
negs and immorality. (1 Corinthians B:
1, 2) Many are under heavy pressure be-
cause of the “anxieties of life,” and Satan
takes advantage of this to try to ‘weigh

13, How hns Satan used guile in his warfare
agninst God's people?
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re important things.”—Philippians
1:10% 1 Corinthians 1:11, 12; James 4:1-3 _

" Hence, Christians have needed to cul-
tivate endurance during the Lord's day.
Some have failed, and each failure has
been a small victory for Satan, (1 Peter
f:8) But most have heeded Jesus’ promise:
“He that has endured to the end is the ome
that ?rﬁlm bﬂ.]uhn“:da.j: {Hltth;: 24:13) With
help @ , they have conquersd
and brought joy to hiz heart. —Proverts
27:11; 1 John 2:13, 14.

'* Surely, none of us want to give Satan
the satisfaction of secing us quit! Hence
let us follow Paul's counsel and arm ous-
selves with truth, righteousness, and faith
—preaching the good news with zeal snd
studying to keep our faith strong. Let =
also pray incessantly and stay alers. In
that way, we will “be open to no accuss-
tion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ®
{1 Corinthians 1:8; Ephesians 6:10-1&
14, 15 How can we conguer in our stregghe
agninat Satan?
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1 Thesszalonians 5:17; 1 Peter 4:7) Rather,
the Lord’s day will be a source of rich
blessings for us.

Marvelous Privileges of Service

" At Revelation 10:3, 4, John says that
he heard “the seven thunders” utter their
own voices. He wanted to write down what
he had heard, but he reports: *l heard
a voice out of heaven say: ‘Seal up the
things the seven thunders spoke, and do
not write them down.'” Evidently, it was
not yet time for such information to be
released. Instead, John was told to take
the little scroll and eat it. The seven thun-
ders appear to represent a complete ex-
pression of Jehovah's purposes, (Psalm
29:3; John 12:28, 29; Revelation 4:5) Back
in 1919, when ancinted Christians figura-
tively ate the little scroll, it was not time
for them to have a complete understand-
ing of Jehovah's purposes. (Compare Dan-
iel 12:8, 9.) But they fearlessly forged
ahead with what understanding they had
and proved themselves worthy of further
enlightenment,

" Then, over the years, they were given
8 progressively eloarer understanding of
Jehovah's will, For example, they came to
realize that the sheep of Jesus' parable
were, even before Armageddon, heing
separated from the goats. (Matthew 25:
31-46) They saw that the birth of the
Kingdom in 1914 was in fulfiliment of
Revelation chapter 12, They came to a
deeper appreciation of the importance of
Jehovah's name, and they learned who the
great crowd of Revelation chapter 7 real-
ly are. What confidence these progressive

16. Why was John told oot to write down what
the seven thunders said, nnd what did this mean
for anointed Christinns in 19197

I7. What are some of the new insights that
Jehovah has granted eo his people in the years
since 19187

revelations gave to God's people!—Prov-
erbe 4:18; 2 Poter 1:19,

“At the same time, Jehovah entrust-
ed his earthly servants with outstanding
privileges of service, In a lofty vision,
John saw angels proclaiming everlasting
good news for mankind, proclaiming the
foll of Babylon the Great, and warning
aﬁ:inst receiving the mark of the beast,
{Revelation 14:6-10) While angels un-
doubtedly oversaw these divine service
privileges, it was humans, Jehovah's
Witnesses on earth, who aetually spoke
these messages to mankind, John also
saw Jesus reaping “the harvest of the
earth.” (Revelation 14:14-16) But it has
been through the Kingdom-preaching and
disciple-making work of Jesus’ subjects on
earth that he has reaped this harvest,
(Matthew 24:14; 28:19, 20) What a privi-
lege it is to share with the angels and with
Jesus Christ himself in service privileges
of such vital importance! In so doing, we
feel ourselves traly in harmony with Jeho-
vah's great, invisible heavenly organiza-
tion of faithful spirit creatures.

Diivine Protection

" Ag the end of his world approaches,
Satan will put more and more pressure
upen Christians. The elimax of his hoatil-
ity is described in Ezekiel chapters 38 and
39, where he is prophetically called Gog of
Magog. According to this inspived proph-
ecy, Satan will make an all-out attack to
try to destroy God's people once and for
all. Will he succeed? Hevelation answers:
“The ten horns [modern-day “kings,” or
rulers] . . . will battle with the Lamb, but,
because he is Lord of lords and King of

18, What outstanding privileges of service hive

Johovak's shared in during the Lord's
'Ea'_r. and what awareness does this build in our
enrta?

19, (a) What will be the climax of Satan’s hos-
tility toward God's peopde? (b) Who will eonguer
in the final, elimactic confliet?
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kings, the Lamb will conquer them. Also,
those called and chosen and faithful with
him will do s0.” (Revelation 17:12, 14)
Faithful Christiang will be certain to con-
quet if they remain faithful to their great,
conguering King. Gog's forces will be ut-
terly destroyed. —Ezekiel 39:3, 4. 17-19;
Revelation 19:17-21,

* Thus, the Lord's day means salvation
for God's people. Those of the ancinted
gtill alive as humans at the great tribu-
lation will have their heavenly position
guaranteed, and they will be unwavering-
ly determined to finish their life's course
in faithfulness. {Revelation 7:1-3: 2 Timo-
thy 4:8-8) The great crowd will also sur-
vive, and Jesus “will guide them to foun-
tains of waters of life. And God will wi
out every tear from their eves.” (Revela-
tion T:14, 17) What a fine reward for
faithful endurance!

“ Now the Lord’s day enters into a won-
derful phase: the Thousand Year Reign of
Christ Jesus, | Revelation 20:6, 11-15) The
river of water of life, prophesied both in
Revelation and in Ezekiel, will flow down
from Jehovah's throne to mankind, and
those who drink of it will gradually be
raised to human perfection. (Ezekiel 47:
1-12: Revelation 22:1, 2) Hades will be
emptied, and billions of those who have
died will also have the opportunity to
drink of this river.—John 5:28 29,

=At the end of the thousand years,
mankind will have been raised to perfec-
tion. What an appropriate time for Satan
to make his final appearance on the earth-
ly seene! Once again he will try to deceive
mankind, and some will follow him, even
then. These are significantly called “Gog

20, What blessings will the Lord's day bring to
faithful Christians at the great tribulation?

21, What will happen on earth during the Lord’s
day after the great tribulation?

22, What momentous events await mankind at
the end of the Theusand Year Reign of Christ?
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and Magog” sinee they will manifest the
same evil spirit as that shown by ‘Gog's
crowd’ in Ezekiel's prophecy. But their
rebellious spirit will be wiped out for all
eternity when they, along with Satan him-
self and his demons, are cast into the
symbaolic lake of fire. (Revelation 20:7-10:
Ezekiel 39:11) A truly blessed future
awaits those who remain faithful through
that final test, and then the perfected
human race will become one with Jeho-
vah's righteous umiversal organization.
Jehovah God himself will be “all things to
everyone”!—1 Corinthians 15:24, 28: Rev-
elntion 20:5.

“What unimaginable blessings, then,
await us if we endure! Remember, the
Lord's day is now well under way. Won-
derful things have already started to hap-
pen. Fitting, then, are Paol's words: “Let
us not give up in doing what is fine, for in
due season we shall reap if we do not tire
out.” (Galatiang 6:9) Let us indeed “not
give up in doing whal is fine” in this the
Lord’s day. If we endure, this day will
bring eternal benefits to each one of us,

2. In view aof the time we are living in, what
counsel of Paul is it most appropriate for each
ane of us ta heed ?

| Can You Explain?

| O What is the first stage of the
destruction of Satan's world?
0 How will Jesus “complete his
conquest” of his enemies?

O How has Satan fought against
Jehovah's Witnesses during the
Lord's day?

O What remarkable blessings have
God's peaple enjoyed sinca 19197

0 In view of where we are in the
stream of time, what are you
personally determined to da?




Speak the Word of God
Fearlessly

in the Nuclear Age

HE nueclear age is upon us. The whole

world iz now menaced with nuclear
warfare! The Almighty Creator of the
atom with its nucleus well knows that.
What iz his Word for our day that needs
to be preached worldwide? In our time
he has had a figurative ‘man clothed
with linen, with a secretary’s inkhorn at
hiz side,’ doing a marking work.

2 This “man” has been marking the
foreheads of the people who are erying
and sighing over all the detestable things
that are being done, particularly in the
religious realm of Christendom. which
professes to worship God. (Ezekiel, chap-
ter 9 Recalling the course of conduct
of Christendom’s clergy during World
Wars I and 11, these people feel distress
at what they have reason to belleve
those religious leaders would do during a
likelv nuclear war on a world scale, Ex-
pecting better things of so-called Chris-
tian leaders, they are deeply disturbed
at what the clergy now make allowance
for in this highly immoral, violent and
religiously divided world. In a system of
things that is doomed to early destric-
tion, these righthearted ones are being
1. The Creator of The atosn with s nucieus has had
what fearbessly spoken during the past 48 years.
2 What marking work has progressed. and for
what purpose’
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marked for preservation inio 4 new
righteous system of things,

'No improvement of worldly thing
it in might. In the case of so
righthearted people inside and outsas
Christendom, what will quiet th
of being violently exterminated ¢
ghortly? Well, they may be grieved a1 L5
shape of things. But, mogt important
are they grieved because the name of the
Cod of the Holy Bible i involved ar
being made a subject of reproach oW
to the way those who claim 1o be =
people are carrying on? However, w5
is the figurative ‘man clothed in lime=
who is marking more and more of 1
grieved persons, and how i= he ¢
zo! This marking work 8 nol apprecss-
ed by the clergy of Christendom
has been vigorously oppesed by them. -
has therefore called for the exerciss
great fearlesaness for the marking wors
to be done.

i Yer it has gone forward with eves
greater impetus since 1935, It has bees
done by a class of Christians dedicates
1o Jehovah God through Jesus Chres

-

4. Griel aver what i moné important
QVET prodpective mass eXLermInata. a7
the doing of the marking wark called for
4. The man doing the marking was pr -
whom. and so what qualification are called for
thase doing the marking at preseat?




and who were prefigured by
the prophet Ezekiel, a priest of
ancient lsrael. He was the one
that had the vision of the ‘man
clothed with linen who had the
secretary’s inkhorn at his side.’
They are dedicated to the same
God as Ezekiel was and so, like
him, they are witnesses of Je-
hovah. The modern-day Eze-
kiel of 1983 is a priestly class,
belonging to spiritual Israel, to
which the apostle Peter wrote
the words found at 1 Peter 23
“But you are ‘a chosen race, a
royal priesthood, a holy nation,
a people for special possession,
that you should declare abroad
the excellencies’ of the one that
called you out of darkness into
his wonderful light.”

“Hence, we recognize the
Ezekiel class of today 1o be
made up of those who serve
in a spiritual way as under-
priests, under the High Priest,
Jesus Christ, whom Jehovah
Cad swore into the priesthood
“according 1o the mannet of
Melchizedek,” who was king of
anclent Salem and “priest of
the Most High God.” (Psalm
110:4: Genesis 14:18; Hebrews 5:10; 6:20;
7410, 11, 15-17) From the first century,
in which the apostle Peter wrote his
letter, Jehovah has picked oul the
members of this “royal priesthood,” who
are to number finally 144,000 under the
High Priest, Jesus Christ.—Revelation 7.
1-8; 14:1-4.

“Taday there is only a small remnant
of the members of the “royal priesthood”

% How many underpriests are there fo be un-
dor the one whom Jehovah swears into the high
priesthood?

. How many of that “royal e hood” are yel in
the Aesh on earth, and as whal figuesative person
dor they serve?

In this nuclear age a figurative man in
linen is carrying on a fearless work.
Are you involved in that work?

vet in the flesh on earth, according to the
world report from the celebration of the
Lord's Evening Meal on March 29, 1083,
These serve together as the figurative
linen<clad man, who does the marking
of worthy ones in their foreheads,
iThe prophet Ezekiel of old had to
muster up great courage in arder not
1o fear the lsraelite opposers of his day.
But Almighty God made the promise
that he would make the face of Ezekiel
just as hard as the faces of his antago-

7. What do those today who were prefigured by
the linen-ciad man with the inkhorn have wo st
Jehovah 1o do for them?
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nists, yes, even harder. So he should not
be afraid of his merely human opposers.
(Ezekiel 24; 2:8; Isaiah 51:12) Likewise,
the remnant of spirit-ancinted Christians
that makes up the class prefigured by
the man clothed with linen and with the
inkhorn at his side need to trust in the
God of Ezekiel to harden their faces
to confront unflinchingly the hard-set
countenances of opposers inside and out-
side Christendomn.

" Wineteen ecenturies ago Jehovah's
Chief Messenger, Jesus Christ, sent forth
hiz disciples on an errand of speaking
the Word of God fearlessly in their
own country. Before dispatching them,
he gaid: "Do not become fearful of those
who kill the body but cannot kill the
soul; but rather be in fear of him that
can destroy both soul and body in Ge-
henna,” (Matthew 10:28) In addition, in
the last book of the Bible he tells the
anointed remnant of our own time: “Do
not be afraid of the things vou are about
to suffer. Look! The Devil will keep on
throwing some of you into prison that
vou may be fully put to the test, and
that you may have tribulation ten days,
Prove voursell faithful even to death,
and I will give you the crown of life.”
{Revelation 2:10) How encouraging those
words are!

* When we call to mind that today there
are witnesses of Jehovah in more than
40 lands where their work is banned or
under legal restriction—doubtless more
Christians now than the number impris-
oned in the first and second cenmturies—
Jehovah's Witnesses of today are not
fearful of the things they must suffer,
including imprigonment. The imprison-
ment of Christians can have an effect

-4 Whalialmmﬂlom appropriate for today did Je-
s give?

9. (a) The :mmnmmt of so many of Jehovah's
Witnesses today indicates that they are obeving
m[] abave? (b) What cpposite
ul's case

what instructions
effect & shown in
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upon fellow Christians opposite to what
the enemy contemplated. The imprisoned
apostle Paul wrote from his confinement:
“Mest of the brothers in the Lord, feel-
ing confidence by reason of my prison
bonds, are showing all the more courage
to speak the word of God fearlessly.”
—Philippians 1:14,

" Taday, as in Paul’s day, it is not &
man-made message that the witnesses of
Jehovah are fearlessly speaking. It is the
timely message drawn from the Holy Bi-
ble, the inspired Word of the Mest High
God, Jehovah, In that Word he tells his
dedicated, baptized people that they must
be his witnesses, testifying to his God-
ship and his Kingship. (Izaiah 43:10, 12)
Since he tells them to speak forth his
infallible Word, what creature, high or
low in station, has the right or authority
to order or force them to stop speaking
it? The pesition of the Christian apostles
of 1,900 vears ago must be taken, when
they said to officials: “We must obey God
as ruler rather than men."—Acts 529,

" Men have not made gods out of them-
selves by inventing the nuclear bomb.,
and they must answer to the Maost High
God as to how they use it. (Mote Psalm
82:6, 7.) By producing the nuclear bomb
as a deterrent, the governments seek to
perpetuate their domination of the earth,
rather than to advance the interests of
the Kingdom of God by Jesus Christ
They resent and interfere with the pro-
claiming of that Kingdom by the true,
obedient followers of Jesus Christ to-
day. This nuclear age has not made out
of date or impractical Christ's prophetic
words: “These [things] are a beginning
10, {a) Jehovah's Witnesses today are appointed o
e S o
mu;;nml:’_h;éﬁl of the apostles i
11. Have men deified themselves by inventing the
nuclear bomb, and what about authority on the
par lo oppose the speaking forth of the King.

dom messageT




of pangs of distress. As for you, ook
out for vourselves; people will deliver
you up to local courts, and you will be
beaten in synagogues and be put on the
stand before governors and kings for
my sake, for a witness to them, Alsa,
in all the nations the good news has to
be preached first. But when they are
leading you along to deliver you up, do
not be anxious beforehand about what
to speak; but whatever is given you [to
speak] in that hour, speak this, for you
are not the ones speaking, but the holy
spirit is."—Mark 13:8-11,

2Warld pangs of distress began in
1914. The foretold persecution of the
faithful and cbedient followers of Jesus
Christ followed and continues down to
this day. All the evidence indicates that
we are living in “the conclusion of the
svstem of things,” yes, nearing its grand
climax in this nuclear age. (Matthew 24.3;
Mark 133, 4) But before the complete
end yet comes, “the good news” has to
be “preached first.” So this worldwide
‘speaking the Word of God fearlessly’ in
behalf of the Kingdom is one of the most
outstanding proofs that we are living in
“the conclusion of the system of things.”
—Matthew 24:14,

Eating God's Word and
Speaking It Forth Worldwide
i Jahn, the last of the surviving dis-
ciples chosen by Jesus as an apostle,
finished his earthly career near the end
of the first century. During this “conclu-
sion of the system of things" since 1914
there has been a remnant of dedicated,
haptized Christians anointed with Jeho-

12, Despite violent opposition, whal was 1o e
preached first, and of what was this 1o be & most
outstanding sign?

12 What experience like that described in Reve-
lation cha 10 did the anointed remnant have
after W War I, and after the refreshment was

taken, what command was given?

As John recelved a symbolic seroll and

a command to “prophesy again.”
so Christians today feariessly
daclare God's meassage

vah's spirit. This remnant was prefigured
by John, the writer of the last book of
the Bible cancn, Revelation. In the first
postwar year of 1919 this remnant had

an_experience like that whIch John de-
srrT%inEnmng Timmeell 17 Revelation
chapter 10, ThiF exporience was to oe-

cur near the time when “the mystery
of God,” or his “sacred secrel,” was Lo
be brought to a finish, (Revelation 10:7,
Authgrized Version, NW) After they got
spiritual refreshment, as it were, by eat-
ing the sweet-tasting “litte scroll” that
was held out to them, those who made
up this modern class prefigured by John
were, in effect, told: “You must prophesy
again with regard to peoples and nations
and tongues and many kings."—Revela-
tion 10:10, 11.
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" Whether the apostle John on the is-
land of Patmos was able to fulfill his as-
signment of service of such a wide scope
and at his old age, we have no inspired
record. But what about those ancinted
ones today whom John prefigured? This
class s what fulfills his prophetic status
and sees the commission to him carried
out in full, The expression, "You must
prophesy again,” indicates that the free
carrving out of his witness work was
being interfered with by his exile on
Patmos. It is evident that what was gaid
to him there was really meant for his
modern counterpart today. That being
the case, we are obliged to ask: In how
many lands and tongues are Jehovah's
Witnesses speaking the Word of God
fearlessly as they endeavor to preach
“this pood news of the kingdom . . . in
all the inhabited earth for a witness™"?
—Matthew 2414,

¥ The 1853 Yearbook of Jehovah's Wit-
neszes reports 205 lands, with Bible lit-
erature being published in some 190 lan-
guages, These lands include people black.
white, vellow, red and brown, also of
various tribes, clans and sects along with
dialects. Since World War I the number
of "kings" on thrones has been greatly
reduced, but there are many other types
of political rulers now in office. Regard-
less of their official designation or their
political cast, the meszage of Jehovah's
Witnesses today involves and applies to
all of them. The banning of Jehovah's
Witnesses in 50 many lands gives proof
of this fact.

1 S0 in spite of the League of Nations
and its successor, the United MNations,
which were set up as the means for ad-

14. By means of whom & the commission to the
apostle John on Patmas fulfilled?

1. To what extent by now is the preaching being
dare?

16. 50 what proclaration has gone forward irre-
sistibly, in spite of the religious prayers of world
leaders for what?

20
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Can You Recall?

O What was prefigured for our day
by the ‘man clothed with linen who
had a secretary's inkhorn.” and
what work is he now doing?

O Why is fearlessness called for on
the part of Jehovah's Witnesses?

O When the apostle John ate a
“little scrofl,’” what was he then
to do, and what parallels this in
modern times?

vancing and maintaining a united world,
the fearless proclamation of the King-
dom of God by Christ as the only hope
for mankind has gone forward irresist-
ibly. Such “good news of the kingdom”
has not seemed “good” to world leaders,
as it differs =0 much from what they
have thought to be good, ves, the bes
for afflicted humankind, They fee] that
they themselves can take care of earthly
affairs as their own business, If they feel
the need of superhuman help, it i really
to “the god of this world” that their rels
gious prayers have gome and no higher
The divine Originator of “this good news
of the kingdom” is not in faver of “ths
world,” of which Satan the Devil is the
god.—2 Corinthians 4:4, AV,

7 The prophetic Bible boldly declares
that the word of God i to time indefinie
and that it will endure forever. (1 Peter |
23-25) To this day those statements have
not been disproved. The Bible, God's in-
spired written Word, has not been blot-
ted out, despite all human efforts to de-
stroy it by religious bans and bonfires
Correspondingly, the preaching of that
written Word of God needed someone to
make it voeal and hearable. The fearles

17. {a} Why has the written Word cg God failed
0 be st L by ? (b means of
ﬁhom h:m: ?;';md bﬂf“mm vml:{iim l:'-']:.::'
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speaking of that Word of God has gone
doggedly onward by Jehovah's Witness-
es gince the postwar year of 1919 by
an increasing number of mouths, despite
the attempts of the infuriated opposers
to stifle the fearless speakers.

¥ Can there be any room for doubt
that the Heavenly Giver of that Word
will continue to harden diamondlike the
foreheads of his modern-day Ezekiel class

18 “Till when will Jehovah continge to harden the
foreheads of such omes?

and their courageous companions to face
the hardheaded opposers till destruction
suppresses their opposition? None at all!
He has made the way of his witness-
es successful until now. He will keep
on making their way prosperous until
the ‘prophesying again regarding peo-
ples and nations and tongues and kings
has been fearlessly completed. This he
can be expected to do, to his own credit
and to the vindication of his universal
soversignly.

Spreading God’s Word Abroad
in a Fearful World

HE greatest prophet in all human

history, Jesus Christ, foretold con-
cerning the werld-changing era that set
in with the outbreak of World War [
in 1914 the international mental state as
follows: “Men become faint out of fear
and expectation of the things coming
upon the inhabited earth; for the powers
of the heavens will be shaken."—Luke
21:26, 27.

! However, strange as it may seem,
there are those who are not becoming
fearful and fainting with a sense of help-
lessness, They are the witnesses of Je-
hovah who are now found in 205 lands.
They do what Jesus urged: “But as these
things start to occur, raise yourselves
erect and lift your heads up, because
ynu;éde]ivemncf iz getting near.”—Luke
21

1. What unparalleled state of world fear did the
greatest prophet in human history foretell?
_h‘yﬁfhn_m the ones not giving way o fear, and
W B

1Today the fact remains more con-
firmed than ever that “the appointed
times of the nations,” “the times of the
Gentiles,” ended in the latter half of 1914
and that then the promised Kingdom of
Jehovah God by Jesus Christ was in-
stalled in the heavens to rule amid its
enemies, (Luke 21:24, NW, Authorized
Version) So, to this day that Messianic
Kingdom has not been set up at sarthly
Jerusalem. Logically, alse, the League of
Nations failed to be “the political expres-
gion of the Kingdom of God on earth.”
The League's successor, the United Na-
tions, has, after more than 35 vears of
operation, failed Christendom’s prayers;
it has not warded off the nuclear age.

‘From the very time of the proposal
of a league of nations toward the close of
1 Why has the Messianic Kingdom not been set up

m in Lirael, and why have the Leaguo

-u{ Mations =.nd ils suooessor nol warded off the
maschear
4, Against wh.n: was the League of Nations réally
a conspiracy?
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Does the Bible Promise - _
an Earthly I_’a_rgdi_sg?_ P

“PaH.&DISE iz 2 name for heaven,”
says The World Book Encyclope-
dig. “Jesus used the word in thic sense
when He spoke to the dying thief upon

But did Jesus Christ actually promise
a heavenly paradise to the dying thief?
Or did he promise an earthly Paradise?

Promise of Heavenly Life
There can be ne o that Jesus
held out the hope of heavenly life to his
faithful apostles. The night before his
execution, he promised: “In the house of
my Father there are many abodes. . .. 1
amgomsm:p'wajfmprepareapmmr

youL A!m.il!gcmywayand prepare a

planefnf:ruu,lmmmnga and will
receive you home fo myself, that where
[ am you also may be.” What a grand
promize of heavenly life!—John 14:2, 3.

Jesus will rule in heaven as King of
God's Kingdom. And God has been se-
lecting from ameng humankind persons
to rule with him. The Bible tells what
Christ does with these selected ones:
“¥ou made them to be a kingdom and
priests to our God, and they are to rule as
kings over the parth.”—HRevelation 5:10;
2 Timothy 2111, 12.

The apostle John said that those who
are “bought from the earth” to rule
in heaven with Christ would number
144,000. They would be a "little flock”
compared with all these who receive
everlasting life. (Revelation 14:1-3; Luke
12:3% John 10:16) To such ones who had
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the hope of being received into heswes 8
Christ promised: “To him thal congees i
Iwillgrammeatal‘them-n-ﬂm :
which is in the paradise of God.” (Rese
lation Z7; John 16:33; 1 John o4l The
figurative “paradise of God" i= in the
visible heavens.

However, is it correct to assume S5
heaven is the only paradise set befors &
of Jesus' followers? Since the sympatsss
ic evildoer did not conguer the works b
pursuing a course of faithfulness 1o Gas
but was justly being put to death for b
wicked deeds, what Paradise did (5=
promise him?

What Paradise Promised
to the Evildoer?

One of the evildoers hanging nes &
Jesus said: “You are the Christ, are 3
not? Save yourself and us.” Yet the s [
pathetic evildoer rebuked him, Thes
turning to Jesus, he said: “Hemember
when you get into your kingdom = &
that Jesus made the remarkable prase
fee: “Truly T tell you today, You uif &
with me in Paradise."—Luke 233580

today you will be wit 1
Thus, according to such translations. &=
the very day that Jesus and the eyl

died they went to Paradise. Vet o




could that be, since the Bible says that
Jesus went to Hades, or Sheol, at death?
The apostle Peter, in telling about His
resurrection from there three days later,
zaid: “Neither was he forsaken in Hades
[Sheol, in Hebrew] . . . This Jesus God
resurrected.”—Acts 2:31, 32; Psalm 16:10,

Since Jesus clearly was in Sheol, or
Hades (the common grave of mankind),
prior to his resurrection, the Commentary
on the Holy Seriptures by J. P. Lange
says: "We have, however, by this Para-
dise to understand not the heavenly FPar-
adise . . . but that part of Sheol which
is opposed 1o Gehenna, and which was
also named Paradise.”

D. D, Whedon in his Commentary on
the Gospels provides some background
regarding this view of Paradise, explain-
ing: “The name [Paradise] was trans-
ferred by the Jewish Chureh [from the
original Paradise in Eden] to the blessed
section of Hades, or the intermediate

state between death and the resurrection.
Beyond all doubt it was the intention
of Jesus to designate this, by the term
Faradize, to the dying thief.”

Paradize a "blessed section of Hades™?
This was ap) tly a view that origi-
nated with Jewish teachers; it certainly
is nof something taught in the sacred
Hebrew Seriptures. Most churchmen to-
day do not accept the view that Par-
adise is a section of Hades. The Cath-
olic Encyclopedia notes: “According to
the prevailing interpretation of Catholic
theologians and commentators, paradise
in this instance is used as a synonym for
the heaven of the blessed to which the
thief would accompany the Saviour.”

Many Protestant writers agree with
this view held by Catholics. J. G. Butler,
in hiz commentary The Bible-Work, ex-
claims: “What a day to that dying man!
Tts morning saw him a culprit condemned
before the bar of earthly judgment; be-
fore evening shadowed the hill of Zion
he stood accepted at the bar of heaven.”

But wait! We have seen that, accord-
ing to the Bible, Jesus went to Sheol, or
Hades, when he died, not to heaven. He
was dead for three days, unconscious in
the common grave of humankind. (Ee-
clesiastes 9:5, 10) So he could net have
gone to heaven, The Bible says that Je
zus returned to heaven 40 days after his
resurrection.—Acts 1:3, 6-11.

Clearly, Jesus was promising the evil-
doer simply that he would be resurrect-
ed into Paradise; Jesus was nol saying
he would live in Paradize that very day.
Therefore the correct translation of Je-
sue’ wards is: “Truly I tell you today,
You will be with me in Paradise” A
number of Bible translations read this
way, cne of which (Lamsa) says in its
footnote: “Ancient texts were nol punc-
tuated. The comma could come before
or after today."

So where will the Paradise be that
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Jesus promised the evildoer? And when
will it be enjoyed?

An Earthly Paradise

Remember, we spoke earlier about
CGod's creation of the original Paradise
in Eden right here on earth. Obviously
it was God's to have an earthly
Paradise in which humankind would en-
joy everlasting life in peace and security.
Do vou think that God will permit this
purpose of his to go unfulfilled? Never!
“Ewverything that is my delight I shall
do.” he says. “T have even spoken it; I
zhall also bring it in." (Isaiah 46:10, 11)
Yes, God will do what he purpeses! And
his promise is: “The righteous themselves
will possess the earth, and they will re-
side forever upen it."—Psalm 37:29.

S0 when we read Jesus' promise of
Paradise to the evildoer, we should pic-
ture in our minds this entire earth made
into a beautiful place in which to live,
like a fruitful garden, for that is what
the word “paradise” means. Will Jesus
be right here on earth with the former
evildoer in Paradise? No, Jesus will be in
heaven ruling as King over the earthly
Paradise. He will be with that man in
the sense that He will raise him from
the dead and care for his needs, both
physical and spiritual.

The evildoer obviously was not a faith-
ful Christian congqueror who gualified for
life as a coruler in heaven with Christ.
He did wicked things, even as did mil-
lions of other people whom Jesus will
resurrect. (Acts 24:15) But they did these
wicked things because they were igno-
rant of God's will. So in Paradise they
will be taught what God's will s, and
they will have the opportunity to prove
that they really do love God by deing
his will,
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A Picture of Paradise

Though it draws the conclusion e
Paradise is “a place distinet from the
earth,” the New Catholic Encyclopesis
says: “The peace and ideal justice 1o 5
procured by the messianic king will S
like those of Paradize in Isfaiah] 11611
Consider the beautiful Paradise describes
there, After telling about the rulessis
of the Messianic King, Jesus Chnst. o=
heart-stirring prophecy in Isaiah chege
ter 11 goes on to say in verses 6 o &

“The wolf will actually reside for 2
while with the male lamb, and with e
kid the leopard itself will lie down. a=e
the calf and the maned young lion a=
well-fed animal all together; and »
re little boy will be leader over thes
the cow and the bear themselves
ill feed; together their young ones wil
lie down. And even the lion wil ==
straw just like the bull. And the suckins
child will eertainly play upon the hole of

£25%

do any harm or cause any ruin in all =
holy mountain; because the earth =il

be filled with the knowlecas
of Jehovah as the waters are coversg
the very sea.”

Where will the Paradise conditioms
here so beautifully described be fulfilies
Religious teachers of Christendom do =e
beliave they will actually be fulfilled ==
earth, “All the traits of the pheture pass.
ed by Isaiah bear the stamp of the exs-
ing earthly corporality,” acknowledss
Professor J. P. Lange. But he adds "Is
this sphere the prophecy cannot be res-
ized, We must suppose a new basie of

iritual, glorified corporality made for
this fulfilment.”

Yet is this prophecy fguratively de-
seribing the peace and security pectss
will enjoy in a heavenly paradise? Not &
all! It is deseribing conditions right hess




Wil these conditions really prevall on earth?

on earth, Already today within the or-
ganization of Jehovah's Witnesses earth
wide a condition of spiritual prosperity.
peace and securily exists, as depicted in
such a beautiful way by Ged's prophet
I=zaiah. However, will such paradise con-
ditiens in due course be extended s0 as
to be fulfilled in a literal way?

True, moet teachers of religion in Chris-
tendom may scoff at the idea that Ged
will eause animals to be at peace with one
another and with humans. But we can
have confidence that Almighty God will
bring about such marvelous changes in
the animal realm. As one Bible commen-
tator noted regarding this Bible proph-
ecy; "If all is merely figurative, what is
the point of such detailed statements con-
cerning the change in animals? It would
appear also that we have here a paral-
lelism or comparison with the cendition
before the fall of man into sin. Before
the entrance of sin into the world the
animals were the helps of man and were
named by him. All that God had made

was good. Hestility between man and
the animals, at least, was unknown."

Truly, what beautiful parallelisms
there are between this prophetic descrip-
tion in Isaiah of the Messiah's rule and
the conditions that existed in the gar-
den of Eden' There, "the knowledge of
Jehovah” abounded, as God no doubt
communed with his perfect earthly son,
Adam, The Bible specifically says that
then animals were given “all green vege-
tation for food.” They did not eat other
animals. (Genesis 1:30) And the animals
were in subjection to man, obeying the
command to appear before him to be
named.—Genesis 2:19, 20,

How grand it will be to see such a sit-
uation of harmeny and security restored
earth wide! What a privilege it will be
to enjoy a glorious earthly Paradise in
which all people love one another and
where this grand peace among humans
is even reflected in the cessation of hos-
tilities in the animal realm! Indeed, the
Bible does promise an earthly Paradise!
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Questions From Readers

B Do the rastoration prophecies of lsalah and olher ancient prophets
have their final fulfilment in the apiritual Elﬂlu of God's

today, of do also have a literal
1mt{m ey 7

ma ndw sarth™

The book Man's Saivanoe ow
of Wowld Dretréss &t Hand, pub.
lshed in 1975 by the Walch Tow-
dr Society, had thes fo say with
referance 1o saiah chaplar 35
wits after fhe exled Jews returned
from Babylon in 537 BGE that
1he prophecy of the beautification
of the Judean ‘wilderness’ ‘wa-
lermess region’ and "gesert’ had a
Fariature futfiliment. The larger and
fnal tuslimens, 1he spiritual fuifili-
mant, Jagan o lake place upon
ihe remnant of spintugl lsraelibes
afer thay refurnad from their exde
fram God's favor in Babyion the
Great in th year 1918 C.E.” Dogs
thes mean that none of the fea-
lures ol thése restoration prophe
e0es will ba lutlied o \he Weral
Parsdise on earth dunng Chrst's
Mienrual Fiegni? Far from ifl

The sistement i the Man's Sai-
VEONT BOOk st be viewed prop-
arly i its context. lmaiah's prophe-
Cy had a maniaiure fustitrmant whien
Israsl was brought back irom cap-
Ity in Babylon, bBut ke Mije
fullliment began 1o lake pace
from 1518 C.E. wilh the roleass
o spiritusl Isrmal droem capivity to
Batylon the Graat, Resteration 1o
thes “land.” their spifiugl para-
cese, wab (nen final and Complala,
for marver again would they fad ino
Bondage to any part of Satan’s
widid eémpine of falgn naligion

Howiresf, his and other resto-
fation prophécios include leatures

penphe
tion to the Parndise of

ma will also find & physical fullib.
ment in ihe Paradise earth. There
ae leatures, lor example, in isaah
#5317, suth as ihe healing of 1he
béind, the deal and the (ame, that
ded not have a Beval futfilment in
Ihe resloration from ancient Bab-
¥ior, nar are they 5o fulfilled in tha
resiched eperilual paracss oy,
But Jencrah's Wiiriesses ook for-
ward with keen anticipation 1o the
feairaton of these promises in the
Pamdise earih, No doubt that s
why Sang 118 in cur 1966 song-
Daok 8 such a lavorite wilh all
of us!

Rafering to other restoration
prophecies, 1he Socely's book
God's Kingdom of & Thousang
Yoars Has Approached (1973
staded M would De inconsistent
far God 10 inspie such a prophe-
Cy 4% rhat of isaiah 11:8-8, and
Ezeniol 34:25 and Hosea 2018 ro
have only g liguraiive or Spiretieni
Mmeaning and not have & brue copy
al thasa things n actual ide, as
Nough the keval hatibment ware
an iImpossitie idaal ™

It i of inzerest that ingirad writ-
o5 of the Chastian Gresk Scrip-
Tushees hanver appiiesd foatures of thesa
PElOaLon prophecs 1o the “rew
oarth,” éven though thesr t 1o g
IuEment taday is in the gpiitual
Paradee, For axamgle, the prophet
Isashh spoke of blessings 1o come
1 "inan hbdvens and a naw eash,”
[izaih 65:17-25) Laiee. thir apos-

tie Pater described the coming of
Jehovah's day, in which the pres.
ol hidvers” and “earth™ g
o be dissolved, and adoed: “But
Iherd Gra Réw hBavers and & rew
oanh 1hat we ara swating seeord-
ing ta his promase [by Isash), and
" Ihese nQRIeouaness & 1o dwell ™
(& Peter 3:10-13) Thus Petar o-
dicabed |hat features in lgaiah's
prophecy will bacoms a reality in
ihe “riny gartn." Trug happiness,
long ife, seeurs hormed, Gbundant
food, salisdying work, peace b
BWiden man and anmalg-—all thess
blessings are assured “accordng
o God's promiss,”

Further, i speaking of “the ban-
Quat 1or Bl pecpies,’ Maah 2668
inciudes the statement: " The Sov-
ereign Lord Jehovah will cortgn.
Iy wipe (he lears Mom Gl faces ™
Though the major fulfilment 5 o
ihe gpintual paradiss {with Ehe
‘preal crowd” shanng 1hanin),
Ihe aposile John shows that thes
feature of Isaian's proghacy has
ailsg A dofinite futhitmen! |owarg
fankind i the “new sarh,” [Rev-
Sakion T:8, 16 17; 21:1-4) Than
a global Paragss will be recreatad
atter the paltorn of the Paradaes
of Eden —Genesis 28 Matthaw
1828

Jehovalh's peopie now gxul W
the compiete resiorstion of ihair
Spatitual parades. And there will be
Mg @nd 10 réjoatang in the physicai
Paragise, "becauss the sarth will
certainly be fifag wilh the know:
edge of Jehovah as the walws
&g Covering the very soa—lsa.
wh 118 513
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