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JAYNE WILLIAMS
UNITED KINGDOM

Dear Sister Williams:

We are pleased to respond to your letter of July 12, 2006, wherein you ask for clarification
rcémlin our undentanding of the “seven thunders™ and the “little scroll™ mentioned at Revelation
10:1-4. You raise this question since page 252 of “Then Is Finished the Mystery of God ™ states: "In
course of time The Finished Mystery proved to be unsatisfactory, because it had been written and
published before many critical parts of the book of Revelation were fulfilled to make possible a cor-
rect undenstanding. So. although an attempt was made 1o wnte down things heard, The Finished
Mystery did not break the secret of any “seven thunders® that had “uttered their own voices.” (Reve-
lation 10:3) It was therefore a time to wait for accurate understanding to be made possible. and in
the meanwhile to absorb spiritual knowledge from the hand of Jehovah God by means of his glori-
fied Son Jesus Christ.”

You are to be commended for wanting a clearer undentanding of this matter. What is quoted
above regarding The Finished Mystery book. published in 1917, is not specifically saving that the
book was unsatisfactory in its explanation of Revelation 10:1-3, but rather it was inadequate in ex-

aining various pants of the entire Bible book of Revelation. “because it had been wnitten and pub-
ished before many critical parts of the book of Revelation were fulfilled to make possible i correct
understanding.” In Jehovah's due time, however. a better understanding of the entire book of Reve-
lation would granted. Imcrcslingl&;mlikc in The Finished Mystery, the book “Then Is Finished
the Mystery of God.”™ published in 1969, provided a Scriptural explanation of what was represented
by the “seven thunders™ and other features of the prophecy recorded at Revelation chapter 10.—Sce
pages 251 to 252, paragraph 10.

In more recent years, further insight has been gained into the Bible book of Revelation, in-
cluding what is recorded in chapter 10, Hence, page 157 of the book Revelation—Its Grand Climax
Al Hand! states that “the “voices of the seven thunders' are Jehovah's own expression of bis pur-
poses.” the number seven representing the com of this expression. (Verse 3) Too. page 158
mentions that “the opened scroll that the glonfied Jesus Christ gives to John is likewise a divine
mc\\'aic. John is to preach regarding “peoples and nations and tongues and many Kings.” To feed
upon this scroll is sweet for him because it is from a divine source,” (Verses 2. 8-10) Yet. as stated
on page 158, paragraph 17 of the Revelation Climax book, it is important to “remember. John is
here actu.'nll{ participating in the prophetic vision. What he records is. in fact. a prophecy to be ful-
filled after 1914, when the strong angel takes up his position astride the carth and the sea.™ As fur-
ther shown on pages 159 and 160. what occurred with the apostle John in vision. as recorded at
Revelation 10, portrays the similar experience of the anointed “in the Lord™s day™ whom John rep-
resented. (Revelation 1:10) As stated on page 19, ([:nmgmph 16. of the October 15, 1988, ssue of
The Watchtower: “Buack in 1919, when anointed Christians ;ﬂ-nnwly ate the litle scroll, it was

not time for them to have a complete understanding of Jehovah's purposes. (Compare Dansel 12:8,
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9.) But they fearlessly forged ahead with what understanding they had and proved themselves wor-
thy of further enlightenment.”

Similar to the above explanation, page 19, paragraph 13, of the December 15, 1983, issue of
The Watchtower states regarding the anointed remnant since 1914: “This remnant was prefigured by
John, the writer of the last X of the Bible canon. Revelation. In the first postwar year of 1919
this remnant had an experience like that which John describes respecting himself in Revelation
chapter 10. This experience was to occur near the time when “the mystery of God." or his “sacred
secret.” was to be brought to a finish. (Revelation 10:7. Authorized Version, NW) After they got
spiritual refreshment, as it were. by eating the sweet-tasting “little scroll” that was held out to them.
those who made up this modern class prefigured by John were, in effect. told: *You must prophesy
again with regard to peoples and nations and tongues and many Kings.'—Revelation 10:10, 11.°
Obediently. the anointed remnant and their companions with an earthly hope have declared God's
message to mankind, which includes his purposes as foretold in the thnlling Bible book of Revela-
tion.

We trust the above comments will be helpful to you. We send our warm love and Christian
greeungs.,

Your brothers in Jehovah's service.
Clristian Cougregation

of Jekouat s Wktwesses
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God's dﬂ:;albelrs' heirs indeed of God, Well, the ‘sealing’ here rel‘en-.d

g; j.:‘fnt heirs with Christ, provided we not mean the initial sealing of thee 1t° doey
suffer together that we may also be glori- as if all of these, particularly gy th::éooo'
Mgow x wmsgam. done? sealed. 'I'heo:poi?lréhiz'aﬁ?dshg?: e -
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m'oldeog by God's holy qg:l'i so that theiys enly l:ger?:a:ge- ir;;l;v;gl:':] t;o;istheihm'
come to know what relationship with God brothers: “By means of [Chris?]) H:;:I
they have. But it is not done in some after you believed, you were sealed i,

altogether mysterious way. God’s Word, the promised holy spirit.”—Eph, 1.13
his dealing with the Christian congrega- Some of the ‘remnant,’ therefore, were
ﬂon.the“toodatthemparﬁme;throuzb sealed in this initial sense before the an.
1e laituful and discreet slave,” the en- gel was sent forth with the “seal of the

help us 10 Jiving God.” The sealing that the angel
S purposes does is a final sealing, a determination of
»all  the permanence of the initial sealing, s
§ that “all [spiritual] Israel” is saved, the
complete number of the 144,000 making
the calling and choosing of themselves
re. (Rom. 11:26; 2 Pet. 1:10) Nearly
these, if not all, were already sealed
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SELF-EXAMINATION
How can you personally examine your. SoMmentalist’ religions—may be swayed
if this matter is a question in vour fy €motion and past views. Have you, be-
mind? ore coming to a knowledge of the truth,
First, you should examine your vi used narcotics or psychedelic drugs? Have
to be seal v Of  you been on medication that affects th
hat it means 2 Sealed for the heaven. mind and emotlon:" o:{ v~m e ech:d tg
i?heﬂ“‘l::::é s ir);:):mview being one of undergo Dsychlatric' trez;‘t.r;e::ufor emo-
God,pecs anol tat pi h Cpaclites as giv-  tional or mental disturbances? While these
tion rnt?ﬂin'.: yr:):l ioc};?:;::n congre-  things would not necessa ril.y'rule out the
B ldibeitlie’ case. 1t 5 :ve"r‘;"p:s; receiving of the heavenly call, in the case

of a repentant converted, b i disci-
of the “great crowd” of those awaitin » , baptized disc
inheritance? lgo iting an ple they are factors that should be seri-
earthly eritance? you feel it will ously considered.

give you deeper kn(),Wchge.? Do you be- Some have said that they undergo great
lieve you will receive Specm.l.nevelatlons inward disturbances, a few even saying
or understanding of prophecies, and so that their receiving of the heavenly hope
forth? You may feel a keen desire to enjoy created within them a ‘real fight.!' Some
such things. Perhaps you are successful paye said that they first fought against it.
in placing Bible literature, in conducting Others, that for while they lost all hope
Bible studies, in answering Bible ques-  _that God had taken away their erstwhile
tions, in giving Bible talks. You may be earthly hope for a while and then finally
full of zeal, making rapid progress, living had given them the heavenly hope. Such a
an exemplary theocratic life. Perhaps all procedure would be contrary to God’s way
of this is so. Yet these would not be the of dealing, for one cannot serve God pleas-
things on which one should build the idea ingly without hope of reward. (Heb. 11-
that one is iquallﬁed Tor the"heavenly 6) There is no uncertainty .about .this..
bol“thg a:,;‘!nat‘:sdgs;ﬁftr:;l mel?t:;'ax?g sf;ut;e. Faith is not uncertain, but confident, con-
er sheep” have God'’s favor, and both must vinced.
live lives in harmony with God’'s will. AN ILLUSTRATION

Samson and many other persons in pre- A simple illustration may help: Biolo-
Pentecostal days were filled with zeal and gists say that what determines the sex of
understanding. God's spirit was upon them a child is the microscopic difference of
and, as a result, they were able to accom- one of the forty-six chromosomes in the
I many supernatural feats. Yet none fertilized egg. This egg or ovum, fertilized
of such “so great a cloud” of faithful ones by the male sperm cell, contains twenty-
WQR of the heavenly ClaSS.—JlIdg- 14:6, th pa"s of chromosomes. One pair de-
19; 15:14; compare Exodus 35:30, 31; three
1 Sa 2 kiel 2:2: He- termines sex. This pair can be composed
|ﬁ'sm"‘ Juel 2056; 16:13; " Ezekiel 2:2; of two “x” chromosomes or of an “x"
%11-.32-38' 12:1. Heck: and a uyn chromosome (the uyn chromo-
I you” might review® your tak- some being shorter). If the cell contains
stound and characteristics. Are you two “x” chromosomes, the child is a girl;

an emotional approach to the q“e‘; if an “x” and a “y” chromosome, the child

N? One who was in a false religion tha is a boy. This very minute difference trig-
: it heaven as the only hope—par- in the growth of the child, all the
ly one of the more emotional “fun- gers,

FeeWATCHTOWER. 731




Fhe WATCHTOWER. DECEMBER. 1, 1975
need anyone else to determine what he
she is.—Rom. 9:16. R
Accordingly, it is not necessary, op Zooq
when studying or talking with rSOne
new in knowledge of the Bible tryty to
suggest they should personally try (o g
cide or determine whether they are ro
cipients of the heavenly ‘calling’ o have
an earthly hope. If not called to the heay.

enly calling, they are obviously of the
earthly class. If ever there is to be any

change, this should be left to God to de-
termine and to inform them in his due
time.

At this time the dominant thrust of
God’s message is, not for people to be
members of Christ’s heavenly “‘bride.”
Rather, the Bible says: “The spirit and
the bride keep on saying: ‘Come! » This
invitation is now the call to people of the
nations, to live in an earthly paradise
through which “water of life” will freely
flow, bringing forth trees producing sym-
bolic fruitage and leafage “for the curing
of the nations.”—Rev. 22:1, 2, 17.

WHAT TRULY ANOINTED ONES WILL DO
What will those truly of the anointed
spiritual Israelites now be doing? They
will set themselves vigorously to caring
for the Kingdom interests, ministering to
the “other sheep.” It would not be caring
for the present Kingdom interests for
10se of the anointed class to separate
2 /es to have regular sessions to
. of their heavenly hope.’ That which
discuss should be the things that up-
-make for peace and unity in all
congregation. This will help the “oth-
ep” and will help the anointed ones
equally, Thus both classes will
' “one flock.” (John 10:16) The
4 p proper time” is what
by all alike. This food
ner hope of both the
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vast differences that result between the
male and female.
Now, we know that no one has to tell
a normal person whether he or she is a
man or a woman. This difference, cre-
ated and arranged by Jehovah, at first
extremely small, results in the wide differ-
ence in makeup of the man and the wom-
an. The man’s heart and mind tend to-
ward masculine things, such as mechanics,
construction, and so forth; while the wom-
an loves to dwell on feminine desires, such
as home, clothing, decoration and the like.
Neither can fully explain to the other his
or her exact thinking, reasoning and feel-
ing about matters. It is of God.

#
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importantly call attention to it so as cooperation as all ‘work together with God
p everyone in the congregation con- and Christ’—Col. 3:12-17: 2 Cor. 6:1.
‘aware of it. They do not expect At this late date in the outworking of
ntial treatment. Rather, they are Jehovah's purposes toward the Christian
| the manner described by the apos- congregation, it is clear that the emphasis
John: “Everyone who has this hope s not on the general call of disciples to
upon him purifies himself just as that p. pegvenly inheritance. The primary
 pure.”—1 John 3:3. thing now is to serve God whole-souled,
, ter 1:5-11, this apostle points g0 attention to our Christian integrity
; ow the spiritual brothers of Christ and the work of gathering the “other
Will be occupied, working to produce the o .» Ng one should let his personal
Bits of the spirit ‘“‘to make the calling feeling toward his own status or that of
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0n, FA" ke, for a witness to them, A or
‘Be ,o'd] the nations the good news ha S0,
D » preaChed first. But .\vh(.n lh(_»\: S' to
e g you along to deliver you 4 b ‘“1"'
a "'dbe anxious beforehand about oo
of a0t “ok: but whatever is given Yo [;il
?ie 0 V%] in that hou‘:é S'?_eak this, for ym(:
-~ e ones speaking, by
h .R.?‘:;-Er.Mark 13:8-11. ¢ the Koly
f ’pg’world pangs of distress began in
S 1 foretold persecution of Tt
) &hﬁ" and obedient followers of Jog
: hrist followed and continues down to

. All the evidence indicates that
= living m”"the conclusion of the
gstem of things, ' Yes, nearing its grang
dimax in this nuclear age. (Matthew 24:3.

13:3, 4) But before the complete
wnd yet comes, “thg good news" has to
e -preached first.” So this worldwide
speaking the Word of God fearlessly’ in
pehalf of the Kingdom is one of the most
autstanding proofs that we are living in
she conclusion of the system of things.”
_Matthew 24:14.

Eating God’s Word and
Speaking It Forth Worldwide

4 John, the last of the surviving dis-
tples chosen by Jesus as an apostle,
finished his earthly career near the end
of the first century. During this “conclu-
son of the system of things” since 1914
there has been a remnant of dedicated,
baptized Christians anointed with Jeho-

pite violent o, ition, what was to be
d 'andof‘:vpggltwasthistobeamw

. in Reve-
» like that described et
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As John received

a symbolic scroll and
a commanq 1o “prophesy again.“n
so Christians today fearlessly
declare God's message

vah's spirit. This remnant was prefigured
by John, the writer of the last. b£i1< of
the Bible canon, Revelation. In the first
postwar year of 1919 this remnant had
an experience like that which John de-
scribes respecting himself in Revelation
chapter 10. This experience was to oc-
cur near the time when “the mystery
of God,” or his “sacred secret,” was to
be brought to a finish. (Revelation 10:7,
Authorized Version, NW) After they got
spiritual refreshment, as it were, by eat-
ing the sweet-tasting “little scroll” that
was held out to them, those who mage
up this modern class prefigured by John
; t. told: “You must prophesy
were, in effect, .
s d to peoples and nations
again with regar Kings.'—Revela-

tion 10:10, 11.
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te them down.'” Evidently, it wdo
8t time for such information to o
d. Instead, John was told to t k‘:
scroll and eat it. The gus

seven thun-
to represent a complete ex-

3 f Jehovah‘s pur Ses.
n 12:28, 29; Revelal:?on 4:5()})1831212
B, when anointed Christians figura-
\the little scroll, it was not time
to have a complete understand-
ehovah’s purposes. (Compare Dan-
9.) But they fearlessly forged
1 what understanding they had
1 themselves worthy of further
nent.
over the years, they were given
sively clearer understanding of
s will. For example, they came to
the sheep of Jesus’ parable
an before Armageddon, bemq
i from the goats. (Matthew 25:
BEILS 50, 1 hat the birth of the
'y saw t ; t of
in 1914 was in fulfillmen k
hapter 12. They came to &
importance o

-

revelat;
a
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1B as 01 2 Patay 1:19 * Peoplel—Proy.
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John g, oo Inay) i8i
W ange A Hlofty 1 vis
£ood ney, gels Proclaiming e Ty
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against recgil:,:;:\ thﬁ Great, and warning

evelation 14-{5 ”w lnnr!( of the beast.
doubtedly over')-v ') whllc. angels un-
l)l'.ivileges, H -‘:S:q l}hese divine service

Itnesses on earth m‘;:mns, ohoyahis
these messages to 'm‘:m(;(i:fltm}“z spolke
saw Jesus reapi “ S
earth.” (Revela‘:i:g l:?ﬁt-};?jz\'g\:t ‘?{ l';he
b?en through the Kingdom-preachinl' ag
disciple-making work of Jesus’ subje(lrbl:?gn
earth that he has reaped this harvest.
(Mat.thgw 24:14; 28:19, 20) What a privi-
lege it is to share with the angels and with
Jesus Christ himself in service privileges
of such vital importance! In so doing, we
feel ourselves truly in harmony with Jeho-
vah's great, invisible heavenly organiza-
tion of faithful spirit creatures.

Divine Protection

19 As the end of his world approaches,
Satan will put more and more pressure
upon Christians. The climax of his hostil-
ity is described in Ezekiel chapters 38 and
39, where he is prophehgal}y called Gog of
Magog. According to this inspired proph-
ecy, Satan will make an all-out atmckft,o
try'to destroy God’s people once and or
1i. Will he succeed? Revelation gnswyr:;
f‘.'I"hna ten horns [modern-day kmgbs.bm
lers] . - - will battle with the I;lml%i;\ %
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Extract from The
Watchtower,
February 1511951,
Pertaining to the
Jehovah’s Witness
Cult, on the
subject of
Conscientious
Objectors and
Extreme Pacifism

70

King Ahasuerus himself. At the risk of her
own life she pleaded for relief for her Peo-
ple, at the same time exposing the mis®
chievous designs of their religious enemy
Haman. This wicked persecutor was
hanged on gallows he had built for Mgrde-
cai, and Mordecai was advanced to higher
office in the Persian government. By .au-
thority of the emperor he wrote a law into
the government statutes, providing for the
Jews on the fixed day of assault by their
foes “to gather themselves together, and
to stand for their life, to destroy, to slay,
and to cause to perish, ail the power of the
people and province that would assault
them, their little ones and women”. Did
the Jews pacifistically refuse to act upon
this law for their self-defense by force of
arms? No! On the 13th and 14th days of
.their last month Adar, they fought val-
iantly for the defense of their own lives
and those of their brothers. Jehovah God
was with them in this and handed them
the victory and fulfilled his own prophetic
command to have the Amalekites wiped
out to a man. The Jews, his witnesses, he
used as his executioners.—Esther 8:10 t
9:16; Ex. 17:13-16, 48. ‘

NO SHIFT TO PACIFISM
AT THE WORLD’S END

* Many of our readers or public offici
may _ask: If Jehovah’s Witngsses offfg(li?a?
are hnk.ed up in one unbroken chain with
thqse witnesses of ancient times with such
a hlsto?y, why is it that they do not: carry
‘out this tradition of military coinb t?
Why are they not found in the ra?t'iksa f
the armies of Christendom? Wliya-“d'o”ﬂ;o
seek exemption from military sewj ;;g
Why do they go so far ag eyen to refuse

to enter the Public S,ervicgmﬂmm@ain

tained for or by::paciﬁstsimd.m! ientious

—_—

12. Why do witnesses today no keep up thig ¢y,
of military combat, since they ol e; Rot 1o s tra ditton
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r effort? Ask Jehovah’s Wi £

they will tell you it jg misies

or wa

why, and 3
cause they have turned pacifist, 1 i b&

ientious objaas: &
cause they have conscien object;
taking part in such war and defengs
forts of Christendom and the reg tehﬂ
world, their objection being baseq on C,Qdf“'
Word, the Bible. But, you ask, hoy, Qﬁ
they be conscientious objectors anq p "
ey . ifists? Not at
the same time pacifists? They gp
against war between the nations, anq ¢, -
do not interfere With the war effor
the nations nor with anyone who can
scientiously join in such efforts. They g,
only when God commands them to g, -
because then it is theocratic warfare
13 Were Jehovah’s witnesses today ¢,
claim to be pacifists, it would mean for
them to denounce all the pre-Christ,
witnesses of Jehovah who took up arm
uphold Jehovah’s universal sovereigns,
and his theocratic nation of Israel By
this. denunciation we cannot make. Jeg;
Christ never did so, and he is Jehovan
greatest witness, who has earned the tif
;The faithful and true witness”. (Rey,
ﬂ.114) Jehgvah. himself is no pacifist. Nei-
er are l}ls Witnesses such, although the
a;e i;:nsclentlous objectors. Jesus was 10
gece t, although there is no record tha
def Ver took up ecarnal weapons in sel-
i A!l» you say, but did not Jesw
mmalerc{g :iWhlp of cords to drive all the con
. 1» venders from the temple at Jert-
m? Yes, but the record does not s/
e S \ oes
doingethm fthls _Whlp on the men who were
Shau m;isellmg but he used it upon the
into that cattle which they had brough!
of mm;ﬂ:acred place, “making the hous?
—John 2: ther a house of merchandise:
o on 2:13.16, NW.
™ Again yoy obi A
ey vjugm‘} objeet, Did not Jesus, ¢
SRR Yy .
: yto be pa e CO
‘ot do’ km‘{,“cdms;:'e-gt?ﬁtstgﬁmgit‘;gssﬁ‘

: : ;to,l? his apostles to sell a garmef::ol;gq
hi :@mmmmozg should take up the §
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etting up the Memorial with his gises

::11 them before going out to glestgéleﬁi’

«pet the one having no sword sell his outer

garment and buy one”? And when his dis-

ciples said, “Master, look! here are two

swords,” he said to them, “It is enough.”

(Luke 22:36-38, NW) Yes; but by this Je-

sus indicated to them that he was to be

seized by an armed band, under circum-

stances which could provoke armed resist-

ance. The facts that developed showed

Jesus did not resort to a sword when his

jllegal arrest came. Why, then, did he sug-

gest getting a sword and let at least one

sword be taken along to Gethsemane? He
did it to show that he chose not to resort
to armed resistance but would give him-
self up voluntarily in harmony with his
Father’s will. Peter tried to put up armed
resist , used the sword and struck off
a man’s ear. Then Jesus said to Peter:

“Return your sword to its place, for all
hose who take the sword will perish by
he sword. Or do you think that I cannot
appeal to my Father to supply me at this
‘moment more than twelve legions of
angels? In that case, how would the Scrip-
es be fulfilled that it must take place this
27 (Matt. 26:52-54, NW) According
yhn’s account Jesus added: “The cup
'the Father has given me, should I not
1 means drink it?” (John 18:11, NW)
‘we see why Jesus acted in a way that
ome seems like pacifism. He was, how-
not going before his Father’s court
the courts of the land on a
armed resistance. He did not ex-
himself to being killed under armed
nce; he must die willingly, sacri-
ke a latqb led to slaughter.
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ot Jesus’ prophecy, why could we not be
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obey his instructions. That is why they
have not joined worldly armies and taken
part in the war efforts of the nations in
any way. This does not mean they are
pacifists opposed to war and resisting it
and interfering with worldly governments
in prosecuting wars of aggression or of
defense. They could not be war-resisters,
for they submit to the fulfillment of Jesus’
words concerning the consummation of
this system of things. Asked by his dis-
ciples, “Tell us, When will these things
be, and what will be the sign of your pres-
ence and of the consummation of the sys-
tem of things?” he told them: “You are
going to hear of wars and reports of wars;
see that you are not terrified. For these
things must take place, but the accom-
plished end is not yet. For nation will rise
against nation and kingdom against king-
dom, and there will be food shortages and
earthquakes in one place after another. All
these things are a beginning of pangs of
distress.” (Matt. 24:3,6-8, NW) So how
could the Christian witnesses of Jehovah
oppose worldly wars or try to prevent
them since Jesus prophesied that they
were certain to be fought? Jesus did not
tell them they would be in the fighting.
They would merely hear the wars being
fought within their earshot or else hear
the reports about the wars fought else-
where.

16 Were Jehovah’s witnesses today to be
pacifists, then, to be consistent, they would
have to oppose Jehovah’s war against the
Devil’s entire world at the battle front of
Armageddon. They have seen the nations
of this world assault God's visible organi-
zation of his people, prophetically spoken
of as ‘“Jerusalem”, during the world war
of 1914-1918, as foretold by Zechariah.
Now they look for the rest of his prophecy
to be carried out shortly, namely: “Then

16-18. (a) If pacifists, what action soon of Jehovah
would they have to oppose? (b) What unpacifistic proc-
lamation does he have them make?



