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SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE 

TOWN OF SURRY 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO REGULATE THE SUBDIVISION OF PROPERTY INTO LOTS, 

STREETS, ALLEYS, AND OTHER PUBLIC AREAS; TO PROVIDE FOR THE MAKING 

AND RECORDING OF PLATS OF SUCH SUBDIVISIONS AND THE CERTIFICATION OF 

SAME; TO PROVIDE FOR THE APPROVAL OF PLATS. 

 

WHEREAS, by the act known as the Virginia Land Subdivision and Development, found in the 

Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, Sections 15.1 –465 et seq., the Town Council of Surry, 

Virginia, is directed to adopt regulations to assure the orderly subdivision of land and its 

development, to provide for the harmonious and economic development of the town, for the 

coordination of streets within subdivisions of land with other existing or planned streets, for 

adequate open spaces for traffic, recreation, light and air and for distribution of population and 

traffic which will tend to create conditions favorable to health, safety, convenience, and 

prosperity. 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED that the following regulations are hereby adopted for the 

subdivision of land within the corporate limits of the Town of Surry, Virginia, and, from and 

after the effective date of this ordinance, every owner or proprietor of any tract of land to which 

such regulations apply who subdivides such tract, as provided in such regulations, shall cause a 

plat of such subdivision  to be developed and prepared in accordance with such regulations, with 

reference to known or permanent monuments to be made and recorded in the office of the Clerk 

of the Circuit Court of Surry County, Virginia, wherein deeds conveying such land are required 

by law to be recorded.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Section 1- PURPOSE AND TITLE 

 

1- 1 PURPOSE 

 

  The purpose of this ordinance is to establish certain subdivision standards and procedures for 

 the Town of Surry, Virginia, as provided by the 1950 Code of Virginia, as amended.  These are 

 part of a long-range town plan to guide and facilitate the orderly, beneficial growth of the 

 community, and to promote the public health, safety, convenience, comfort, prosperity and 

 general welfare.  More specifically, the purposes of these standards and procedures are to 

 provide a guide for the change that occurs when lands and acreage become urban in character 

 as a result of development for residential, business or industrial purposes, to provide assurance 

 that the purchasers of lots are buying a commodity that is suitable for development and  use, 

 and to make possible the provisions of public services on a safe, adequate and efficient manner. 

 

1 – 2 TITLE 

 

   This ordinance is known and may be cited as the “Subdivision Ordinance of the Town of 

 Surry, Virginia.” 

  

 

Section 2 - DEFINITIONS 

 

 

WORDS AND TERMS 

 

For the purpose of this ordinance, certain words and terms used herein shall be interpreted or defined as 

follows:  words used in the present tense include the future; words in the singular number include the 

plural, and the plural, and the singular, unless the natural construction of the word indicates otherwise; 

the word “lot” includes the word “parcel”; the word “shall” is mandatory and not directory; the word 

“approve” shall be considered to be followed by the words “or disapproved”; and reference to this 

ordinance includes all ordinances amending or supplementing the same; all distances and areas refer to 

measurement in a horizontal plane. 

 

2-1 AGENT - The representative of the Council of the Town of Surry, in the approving of 

subdivision plats. 

 

2-2 ALLEY- A permanent service way providing a secondary means of access to abutting 

properties. 

 

2-3 BUILDING SETBACK - The minimum distance that a building must be set back from the 

front lot line or front boundary line. 

 

2-4 COMMISSION - The planning commission of the Town of Surry, Virginia. 

 

2-5 CUL – DE –SAC -A street with only one (1) outlet and having an appropriate turn-around for a 

safe and convenient reverse traffic movement. 

 



2-6 DEVELOPER -An owner of property being subdivided, whether or not represented by an 

agent.  

 

2-7 EASEMENT - A grant by a property owner of the use of land for a specific purpose or 

purposes. 

 

2-8 ENGINEER - An engineer licensed by the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

 

2-9 GOVERNING BODY -  The council of the Town of Surry, Virginia 

 

2-10 HEALTH OFFICIAL - The health director of Surry County or the sanitation officer. 

 

2-11 HIGHWAY ENGINEER - The resident engineer employed by the Virginia Department of 

Highways and Transportation. 

 

2-12  JURISDICTION - The area or territory subject to the legislative control of the governing 

body. 

 

2-13 LOT - A numbered and recorded portion of a subdivision intended for transfer of ownership or 

for building development for a single building and its accessory building. 

 

2-14 LOT, CORNER - A lot abutting upon two (2) or more streets at their intersection; the short 

side fronting upon a street shall be considered the front, and the long side fronting upon a street 

shall be considered the side of the lot. 

 

2-15 LOT, DEPT OF - The mean horizontal distance between the front and rear lot lines. 

 

2-16 LOT, DOUBLE FRONTAGE -An interior lot having frontage on two (2) streets. 

 

2-17 LOT, INTERIOR - A lot other than a corner lot. 

 

2-18 LOT OF RECORD - A lot, which has been recorded in the office of the Circuit Court of Surry 

County, Virginia. 

 

2-19 LOT, WIDTH OF -   The mean horizontal distance between the side lot lines. 

 

2-20 PLAT - Includes the terms map, plan, plot, replat, or replot; a map or plan or attract or parcel 

of land which is to be, or which has been, subdivided.  When used as a verb, “plat” is 

synonymous with “subdivide.” 

 

2-21 PROPERTY - Any tract, lot parcel or several of the same collected together for the purpose of 

subdividing. 

 

2-22 STREET - The principal means of access to abutting properties. 

 

2-23 STREET OR ALLEY, PUBLIC USE OF - The unrestricted use of a specified area or right-of-

way for ingress and egress to two (2) or more abutting properties. 

 



2-24 STREET, MAJOR - A heavily traveled thoroughfare or highway that carries a large volume of 

through traffic. 

 

2-25 STREET, LOCAL - A street that is used primarily as a means of public access to the abutting 

properties. 

 

2-26 STREET, FEEDER AND/OR COLLECTOR -  A street that conducts traffic between major 

and local streets and provides for the collection of traffic or for an entrance to, or for an 

entrance to, or a principal means of circulation within, one (1) or more subdivisions. 

 

2-27  STREET, SERVICE DRIVE -   A public right-of –way generally parallel and contiguous to a 

major highway, primarily designed to promote safety by eliminating promiscuous ingress and 

egress to the right-of-way by providing safe and orderly points of access to the highway. 

 

2-28 STREET WIDTH -   The total width of the strip of land dedicated or reserves for public travel, 

including roadway, curbs, gutters, sidewalks and planting strips. 

 

2-29  SUBDIVIDE - To divide any tact, parcel, or lot of land into three (3) or more parts, in any one 

(1) calendar year; provided that the division on any tact, parcel, or lot of land into less than 

three (3) parts; (a) the parts so divided shall each front on a public road or street or (b) the parts 

so divided shall each be provided with at least a fifty (50) foot frontage on a private street or 

easement of access at least fifty (50) feet in width adequately delineated and described to 

provide reasonably  

  

2-29-1  The term “to subdivide” shall not include a bona fide division or partition of agricultural 

 land for agricultural purpose of for the building site for members of the family owning 

 any such agricultural lands. 

 

2-29-2  The word “subdivide” and any derivative thereof shall have reference to the term   

  subdivision as herein defined. 

 

2-30 SUBDIVIDER -An individual, corporation, or registered partnership, owning any tract, lot, or 

parcel of land to be two (2) or more person owing any tract, lot or parcel of land to be 

subdivided, who have given their power of attorney to one (1) of their group or to another 

individual to act on their behalf in planning, negotiating for, in representing, or executing the 

purpose of the subdivision. 

 

Section 3 ADMINISTRATION 

 

 

3-1 ADMINISTRATOR  

 

The agent appointed by the Town Council is hereby delegated to administer this ordinance.  In so acting, 

the agent shall be considered the agent of the governing body, and approval or disapproval given by the 

governing body.  In the event the agent is not the commission, the agent shall consult with the 

commission on matters contained herein. 

 

 



3-2 DUTIES   

 

The agent shall perform his duties as regards subdivisions and subdividing in accordance with this 

ordinance and the Virginia Land Subdivision and Development Act. 

 

3-3 TO CONSULT  

 

 In the performance of his duties, the agent may call for opinions or, decisions, either oral or 

written, from other departments in considering details of any submitted plat.  This authority by the 

agent shall have particular reference to the resident highway engineer and the health department. 

 

3-4 ADDITIONAL AUTHORITY  

 

 In addition to the requirements herein contained for the platting of subdivisions, the Town Council 

may establish such additional procedures, as it deems necessary for the administration of this 

ordinance. 

 

Section 4 - PROCEDURES FOR MAKING AND RECORDING PLATS 

 

 

4-1 PLATTING REQUIRED  

 

  Any owner or developer of any tract of land situated within the Town of Surry who 

 subdivides the same shall cause a plat of such subdivision, with reference to known or 

 permanent monuments, to be made and recorded in the office of the Clerk of the Circuit 

 Court of Surry County, Virginia.  No such plat of subdivision shall be recorded unless and 

 until it shall have been submitted, approved, and certified by the agent in accordance with 

 the regulations set forth in this ordinance.  No lot shall be sold in any such subdivision 

 before the plat shall been recorded.  

 

4-1-1 In the event a plan for subdivision if disapproved by the agent, the subdivider may appeal 

to the Council.  The Council may then override the recommendation of the agent and 

approve said plat. 

 

4-2 APPROVAL REQUIRED BEFORE SALE   

 

  Whenever any subdivision of land is proposed, and before any permit for the erection of a 

 structure shall be granted, the subdivider or his representative shall apply in writing to the 

 administrator for the approval of the subdivision plat.  No lot shall be sold until a final plat 

 for the subdivision shall have been approved and recorded. 

 

4-3 BUILDING PERMIT WITHHELD  

 

  No building permit shall be issued for any structure or building to be located on any land 

 which has been subdivided until a plat of such subdivision has been recorded pursuant to 

 the provisions of this ordinance. 

 

4-4 DRAW AND CERTIFY   



 

  Every such plat shall be prepared by a surveyor or civil engineer duly licensed by the 

 Commonwealth of Virginia, who shall endorse upon each plat a certificate signed by him 

 setting forth the source of the title of the land subdivided, and the place of record of the last 

 instrument in the chain title.  When the plat is of land acquired from more than one (1) 

 source of title, the outlines of the several tracts shall be indicated upon such plat within an 

 insert block. 

 

4-5 OWNER’S STATEMENT  

 

 Every such plat, or the deed or dedication to which such plat is attached, shall contain, in 

 addition to the surveyor’s or civil engineer’s certificate, a statement to the effect that the 

 above and foregoing subdivision of (here insert correct description of the land subdivided) 

 as appears in this plat is with the free consent and in accordance with the desire of the 

 undersigned owners, proprietors, and trustees, if any, which shall be signed by the owners, 

 proprietors and trustees, if any, and shall be duly acknowledged before some officer 

 authorized to take acknowledgments of deeds and when thus executed and approved as 

 herein specified shall be filed and recorded in the office of the clerk of the Circuit Court of 

 Surry County, Virginia, and indexed under the name of the land owner’s signing such 

 statement and under the name of said subdivision.  

 

4-6 RELEASE OF CLAIMS AGAINST TOWN  

 

  Every final recorded plat, or the deed of dedication to which the plat is attached, shall 

 contain a release and waiver of any claim or claims for damages which the owners, heirs, 

 successors, or assigns, and trustees, if any, may have or acquire against the Town, resulting 

 from the establishment of proper grade lines on and along such streets and alleys or from 

 doing necessary grading and filling for the purpose of placing such streets and alleys upon 

 proper grade.  The Town shall likewise be released from building any retaining wall or 

 walls along the streets and/or alley and/or property lines. 

 

4-7 TRANSFER OF AREAS FOR PUBLIC USE TO TOWN  

 

 The recording of a plat shall operate to transfer to the Town, in fee simple; all portions of 

 the areas platted which are set apart for streets, alleys, easement, or other public use and to 

 create a public right-of-passage over the same.  No such areas dedicated to public use shall 

 be encumbered by easements retained by the subdivider or granted to utility companies or 

 other corporate or natural persons.  Nothing contained herein, however, shall prevent the 

 subdivider from constructing and maintaining improvements as required by this ordinance. 

 

4-8 NO ONE EXEMPT   

 

 No person shall subdivide any tract of land that is located within the Town except in 

 conformity with the provisions of this ordinance. 

 

 

 

 



4-9 PRIVATE CONTRACTS   

 

  This ordinance bears no relations to any-private easement, covenant, agreement, or 

 restrictions, nor is the responsibility of enforcing such private easement, covenant, 

 agreement, or restriction implied herein to any public official.  When this ordinance calls 

 for more restrictive standards than are required by private contract, the provisions of this 

 ordinance shall control.  

 

4-10 NECESSARY CHANGES  

 

   No change, erasure, or revision shall be made on any preliminary or final plat, nor on 

 accompanying data sheets, after approval of the agent has been endorsed in writing on the 

 plat or sheets, unless authorization for such changes has been granted in writing by the 

 agent. 

 

4-11 FEES  

 

  There shall be a charge for the examination and approval or disapproval of every plat 

 reviewed by the agent.  At the time of filing the preliminary plat, the subdivider shall 

 deposit with the agent checks payable to the Town of Surry in the amount of fifty dollars 

 ($50.00) per plat, and one dollar ($1.00) for each lot.  

 

 

 

 

Section 5  GENERAL REGULATIONS 

 

 

5-1 MUTUAL RESPONSIBILITY 

 

 There is a mutual responsibility between the subdivider and the Town to divide the land so 

 as to improve the general use pattern of the land subdivided.  

 

5-2 LAND MUST BE SUITABLE   

 

 The agent shall not approve the subdivision of land if, from adequate investigations 

 conducted by all public agencies concerned, it has been determined that in the best interest 

 of the public the site is not suitable for platting and development purpose of the kind 

 proposed. 

 

5-3 FLOODING   

 

  Land subject to flooding and land deemed to be topographically unsuitable shall not be 

 platted for residential occupancy, nor for such other uses as may increase danger of health, 

 life or property, or aggravate erosion or flood hazard.  Such land within the subdivision 

 shall be set aside on the plat for such uses as shall not be endangered by periodic or 

 occasional inundation or shall not produce conditions contrary to public welfare. 

 



5-4 BUILDING SITE   

 

  To insure that residents will have sufficient land upon which to build a house, which is 

 flood free, the agent may require the subdivider to provide elevation and flood profiles 

 sufficient to demonstrate the land to be completely free of the danger of floor waters. 

 

5-5 IMPROVEMENTS   

 

  All required improvements shall be installed by the subdivider at his cost.  In cases where 

 specifications have been established by the Virginia Department of Highways and 

 Transportation for streets, curbs, etc., such specifications shall be followed.  The sub 

 divider’s performance bond shall be released until constructions has been inspected and 

 approved by the appropriate engineer.  All improvements shall be in accordance with the 

 following requirements: 

 

5-5-1 Residential lots served by public water shall be not less than seventy-five (75) feet wide at 

the building setback line, nor be less than seven thousand five hundred (7,500) square feet 

in area. 

 

5-5-2 Residential lots not served by public water shall not be less than one hundred (100) feet 

wide at the building setback line, nor be less than fifteen thousand (15,000) square feet in 

area. 

 

5-5-3 Flood Control and Drainage - The subdivider shall provide all necessary information 

needed to determine what improvements are necessary to develop properly the subject 

property, including contour intervals, drainage plans and flood control devices.  The 

subdivider shall also provide plans for all such improvements together with a certified 

engineer’s statement that such improvement when properly installed will be adequate for 

proper development.  The highway engineer shall then approve or disapprove said plans.  

The subdivider shall also provide any other information required by the highway engineer. 

 

5-5-4 Easements - The agent may require that easements for drainage through adjoining property 

be provided by the subdivider at a pro rata share if the natural watercourse has been 

diverted.  An easement of not less than thirty (30) feet in width for water, sewer, power 

lines, and other utilities shall be provided in the subdivision when required by the agent.  

 

5-5-5 The agent shall not approve any subdivision in which sanitary sewers are not provided for, 

unless the agent shall receive, in writing from the health department, a statement to the 

effect that the area contained in the subdivision is satisfactory for the installation of septic 

tanks, and that they will not create hazards to public health. 

 

5-5-6 Where public water is available the service shall be extended to all lots within a 

subdivision. 

 

5-5-7 The installation of adequate fire hydrants in a subdivision at locations approved by the 

agent shall be required, provided necessary public water is available.  The agent shall 

consult with the proper authority before approving such location. 

 



5-6 BOND  

 

  Before any subdivision plat will be finally approved by the agent, the subdivider shall 

 furnish a performance bond in an amount calculated by the agent to secure the required 

 improvements in a workman like manner, and in accordance with specifications and 

 constructions schedules established or approved by the highway engineer, which bond shall 

 be payable to and held by the governing body. 

 

5-7 PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS  

 

 Five (5) blue or black line prints of the plans and specifications, for all required physical 

 improvements to be installed, shall be prepared by a certified engineer and shall be 

 submitted to the agent for approval or disapproval within sixty (60) days.  If approved, one 

 (1) copy bearing certification of such approval shall be returned to the subdivider within 

 sixty (60) days.  If disapproved, all papers shall be returned to the subdivider with the 

 reason for disapproval in writing.  In the event no action is taken in sixty (60) days, such 

 subdivision shall be deemed approved. 

 

 

5-8 ONE ACRE OR MORE  

 

   Land subdivided into tracts of one (1) acre or more and intended as semi-rural residential 

 garden tracts shall be designed, as far as practicable, to facilitate the future division of these 

 parcels into smaller building lots with provisions made for a future convenient and 

 economical street system.  “Acreage” or “Garden Subdivision” shall be so designated on 

 the plat.  

 

 

5-9 PART OF A TRACT  

 

 Whenever part of a tract is proposed for platting and it is intended to subdivide additional 

 parts in the future; a sketch plan for the entire tract shall be submitted with the preliminary 

 plat. 

 

** LOTS ** 

 

5-10 SHAPE   

 

 The lot arrangement, design and shape shall be such that lots will provide satisfactory and 

 desirable sites for buildings, and be properly related to topography, and conform to 

 requirements set forth herein.  Lots shall contain peculiarly shaped elongations solely to 

 provide necessary square footage of area, which would be unusable for normal purposes. 

 

5-11 LOCATION   

 

  Each lot shall abut on a street dedicated by the subdivision plat, or on an existing publicly 

 dedicated street, or on a street, which has become public by right of use.  If the existing 

 streets  are not fifty (50) feet in width, the subdivider shall make provisions in the deeds to 



 the lots for all buildings to be constructed as to permit the widening by dedication of 

 said roads or streets to a width of fifty (50) feet. 

 

5-12 CORNER LOTS   

 

  Corner lots shall have extra width sufficient for maintenance of required building lines on 

 both streets as required by agent. 

 

5-13 SIDE LINES  

 

  Side lines of lots shall be approximately at right angles, or radial to the street line. 

 

5-14 REMNANTS  

 

  All remnants of lots below minimum size left over after subdividing of a tract must be 

 added to adjacent lots, or otherwise disposed of rather than allowed to remain as unusable 

 parcels. 

 

 

5-15 SEPARATE OWNERSHIP  

 

  Where the land covered by a subdivision includes two (2) or more parcels in separate 

 ownership, and lot arrangement is such that a property ownership line divides one (1) or 

 more lots, the land in each lot so divided shall be transferred by deed to single ownership, 

 simultaneous with the recording of the final plat.  Said deed is to be deposited with the 

 agent and held with the final plat until the subdivider is ready to record same, and they 

 both shall be recorded together. 

 

5-16 WATER FACILITIES  

 

 Where public water is available, the service shall be extended to all lots and fire hydrants 

 within the subdivisions by the subdivider or developer.  Where this is not possible, the 

 subdivider or developer shall be encouraged to provide a central water supply system.  If 

 neither of the above is possible, the subdivider or developer may propose individual wells. 

 No subdivision or development shall be approved without an acceptable water supply plan, 

 which provides water service to each lot. 

 

5-17 SEWER FACILITIES    

 

 Where public sewerage facilities are available, the service shall be extended by the 

 subdivider or developer to all lots and individual septic tanks shall not be permitted.  

 Where such tap on is not possible, the subdivider or developer shall be encouraged to 

 provide a central sewer system.  If neither of the above is possible, and the subdivider 

 proposes individual septic tanks then the subdivider shall provide significant technical 

 information to allow the determination that each and every lot is suitable for an 

 individual septic tank. No subdivision or development shall be approved without an 

 acceptable sewage facilities plan, which provides sewer service to each lot.  

 



** BLOCKS** 

 

5-18 LENGTH   

 

  The maximum length of blocks generally shall be twelve hundred (1,200) feet, and the 

 minimum length of blocks upon which lots have frontage shall be five hundred (500) feet. 

 

5-19 WIDTH  

 

  Blocks shall be wide enough to allow two (2) tiers of lots of minimum depth, except where 

 fronting on major streets or prevented by topographical conditions or size of the property, 

 in which case the agent may approve a single tier of lots of minimum depth. 

 

5-20 ORIENTATION   

 

  Where a subdivision adjoins a major road, the commission may require that the greater 

 dimension of the block shall front or back upon such major thoroughfare to avoid 

 unnecessary ingress or egress. 

 

5-21 BUSINESS OR INDUSTRIAL  

 

  Blocks intended for business or industrial use shall be designed specifically for such 

 purposes with adequate space set aside for off-street parking and delivery facilities. 

 

5-22 ALLEYS  

 

  Alleys should be avoided whenever possible. 

 

5-23 PAVING WIDTHS  

 

  Paving widths shall be in accordance with regulations established by the Virginia 

 Department of Highways and Transportation. 

 

5-24 CUL-DE-SACS   

 

  Minor terminal streets (cul-de-sacs), designed to have one (1) end permanently closed, 

 shall be not longer than four hundred (400) feet, to the beginning of the turn-around.  Each 

 cul-de-sac must be terminated by a turn-around of not less than one hundred (100) feet in 

 diameter. 

 

 

5-25 NAMES  

  

 Proposed streets, which are obviously in alignment with others already existing and named, 

 shall bear the names of the existing street.  Failing to meet the above stipulations, in no 

 case shall the name proposed streets duplicate existing street names irrespective of the use 

 of the suffix street, avenue, boulevard, driveway, place, lane or court.  Street names shall be 



 indicated on the preliminary and final plats and shall be approved by the agent.  Names of 

 existing streets shall not be changed except by approval of the governing body. 

 

5-26 IDENTIFICATION SIGNS  

 

 Street identification signs of an approved design shall be installed at all intersections. 

 

5-27 PRIVATE STREETS  

 

  There shall be no private streets platted in any subdivision.  Every subdivided property 

 shall be served from a publicly dedicated street.  There shall be no reserve strips controlling 

 access to streets except where the control of such strips is definitely placed with the 

 community under the conditions approved by the agent. 

 

** MONUMENTS ** 

 

 

5-28 VISIBLE FOR INSPECTION  

 

  Upon completion of subdivisions streets, sewers and other improvements, the subdivider 

 shall make certain that all monuments required by the highway engineer are clearly visible 

 for inspection and use.  Such monuments shall be inspected and approved by the engineer 

 before any improvements are accepted by the governing body. 

 

 

5-29 LOCATION CONCRETE   

 

 Concrete monuments four (4) inches in diameter or square, and three (3) feet long, with a 

 flat top, shall be set at all street corners, at all points where the street line intersects the 

 exterior boundaries of the subdivision, and at angle points and points of curve in each 

 street.  The top of the monument shall have an indented cross to identify properly the 

 location and shall be set flush with the finished grade. 

 

 

5-30 LOCATION – IRON PIPE 

 

   All other lot corners shall be marked with iron pipe not less than three-fourth (3/4) inch in 

 diameter and twenty-four (24) inches long and driven so as to be flushed with the finished 

 grade. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Section 6 - APPROVAL OF PLATS 

 

 

** PUBLIC LANDS ** 

 

6.1 Whenever any subdivision of land is proposed, and before any permit for the erection of a 

structure shall be granted, the subdivider or his agent shall apply in writing to the agent for the 

approval of the subdivision plat and submit five (5) copies of the preliminary plat including the 

lot, street, and utilities layout.  No lot shall be sold until a final plat for the subdivision shall 

have been approved and recorded in the manner herein set forth. 

 

6.2 PELIMINARY SKETCH  

 

 The subdivider may, if he chooses, submit to the agent a preliminary sketch of the proposed  

 subdivision prior to his preparing an engineered preliminary or final plat.  The purpose of such 

 preliminary sketch is to permit the agent to advise the subdivider whether his plans, in general 

 are in accordance with the requirements of this ordinance.  The commission, upon submission of 

 any such preliminary sketch, shall study it, and advise the subdivider wherein it appears that 

 changes would be necessary.  The agent may mark the preliminary sketch indicating necessary 

 changes and any such marked sketch shall be returned to the commission with the preliminary 

 plat.  The preliminary sketch shall be as follows: 

 

6-2-1 It shall be drawn on white paper or on a print of a topographic map of the property.  It shall be 

drawn to a scale of not less than two hundred (200) feet to the inch.  It shall show the name, 

location and dimensions of all streets entering the property, adjacent to the property or 

terminating at the boundary of the property to be subdivided.  It shall show the location of all 

proposed streets, lots, parks, playgrounds and other proposed uses of the land to be subdivided 

and shall include the approximate dimensions. 

 

6-3 PRELIMINARY PLAT  

 

  The subdivider shall present to the commission three (3) copies of a preliminary layout at a scale 

 of not less than one hundred (100) feet to the inch as a preliminary plat.  The preliminary plat  

 shall include the following information: 

 

6-3-1 Name of subdivision, owner, subdivider, surveyor or engineer, date of drawing, number of 

sheets, north point and scale. 

 

6-3-2 Location of proposed subdivision by an insert map at a scale of not less than two (2) inches 

equal one (1) mile showing adjoining roads, their names and numbers, towns, subdivisions and 

other landmarks indicated thereon. 

 

6-3-3 The boundary survey or existing survey of record provided such survey shows a closure with 

an accuracy of not less than one (1) in twenty-five hundred (2,500); total acreage, acreage of 

subdivided area, number and approximate area and frontage of all building sites, existing 

buildings within the boundaries of the tract, names of owners and their property lines within 

the boundaries of the tract and adjoining such boundaries. 

 



6-3-4 All existing, platted and proposed streets, their names, number and width; existing utility or 

other easements, public areas and parking spaces; culverts, drains, and water courses, their 

names and other pertinent data. 

 

6-3-5 All parcels of land to be dedicated for public use and the conditions of such dedication. 

 

6-3-6 Topography at intervals satisfactory to the highway engineer if required. 

 

6-3-7 Elevations of existing and proposed ground surface at all street intersections and points of 

major grade change along centerline streets together with proposed grade lines connecting 

therewith. 

 

6-3-8 Proposed connections with existing sanitary sewers and existing water supply or alternate 

means of sewage disposal and water supply. 

 

6-3-9 Provision for collecting and discharging surface drainage and preliminary designs of any 

structures that may be required. 

 

6-4 PROCEDURE 

 

   The agent or his appointed representative shall discuss the preliminary plat with the subdivider 

 in order to determine whether or not his preliminary plat generally conforms to the requirements 

 of the subdivision ordinance and of the zoning ordinance.  The subdivider shall then be advised 

 in writing within forty-five (45) days, which may be by formal letter or by legible markings on 

 his copy of the preliminary plat, concerning any additional data that may be required; the 

 character and extent of public improvements that will have to be made; and an estimate of the 

 cost of construction or improvements and the amount of the performance bond which will be 

 required as a prerequisite to approval of the final subdivision plat. In determining the cost of 

 required improvements and the amount of the performance bond, the agent may consult with a 

 duly licensed engineer who shall prepare this data for the agent, or preferably may require a bona 

 fide estimate of the cost of improvements to be furnished him by the subdivider.  

 

6-5 NO GUARANTEE 

   Approval by the agent of the preliminary plat does not constitute a guarantee of approval of the 

 final plat. 

 

6-6 SIX MONTHS’ LIMIT 

The subdivider shall have not more than six (6) months after receiving official notification 

concerning the preliminary plat to file with the agent a final subdivision plat in accordance 

with  this ordinance.  Failure to do so shall make preliminary approval null and void.  The 

agent may  on written request by the subdivider grant an extension of this time limit. 

 

6-7 FINAL PLATS 

The subdivision plats submitted for final approval and subsequent recording shall be clearly 

and  legibly drawn in ink upon tracing cloth at a scale of not more than one hundred (100) feet 

to the inch on sheets having a size of sixteen inches (16”) x twenty-four inches (24”), or 

twenty-four  inches (24”) x thirty-six inches (36”), or thirty-two inches (32”) x forty-eight 

inches (48”).  It should show the following information: 



 

6-7-1 Name of subdivision, town, county, state, owner, north point, scale of drawing and number of 

sheets.  If shown on more than one (1) sheet, matched lines shall clearly indicate where the 

several sheets join.  A blank oblong space three inches (3”) x five inches (5”) shall be reserved 

for the use of approving authority. 

 

6-7-2 Location of proposed subdivision by an insert map at a scale of not less than two (2) inches 

equal one (1) mile, indicating thereon roads, their names and numbers, towns, subdivisions, 

and other land marks. 

 

6-7-3 A boundary survey with an error or closure within the limits of one (1) in ten thousand 

(10,000) related to the true meridian and showing the location of all monuments and their type 

of material.  The survey may be related to the U.S.C.G.S. state grid north if the coordinate of 

the two (2) adjacent corners of the subdivision are shown. 

 

6-7-4 Certificates signed by the surveyor of engineer setting forth the source of title of the owners of 

the land subdivided and the place of record of the last instrument in the chain of title. 

 

6-7-5 A statement to the effect that the subdivision as it appears in this plat is with the free consent 

and in accordance with the desires of the owners, proprietors and trustees, if any, which shall 

be signed by the owners, proprietors and trustees, if any and shall be duly acknowledged before 

some officer authorized to make acknowledgments of deeds. 

 

6-7-6 When the subdivision consists of land acquired from more than one (1) source of title the 

outlines of the various tracts shall be indicated by dash lines and identification of the respective 

tracts shall be placed on the plat. 

 

6-7-7 The accurate location and dimensions by bearing and distances with all curve data on all lots 

and street lines and center lines of streets, boundaries of all proposed or existing easements, 

parks, school sites or other public areas, the number and area of all building sites, all existing 

public and private streets, their names, numbers and widths, existing utilities and those to be 

provided such as sanitary sewers, storm drains, water mains, manholes and underground 

conduits including their size and type, water courses and their names, names of owners and 

their property lines, both within boundary of the subdivision and adjoining said boundaries. 

 

6-7-8 All dimensions shown in feet and decimals of a foot to the closest one-hundredth (1/100) of a 

foot, all bearing in degrees, minutes and seconds to the nearest ten (10) seconds. 

 

6-7-9 The data of all curves along the street frontages shall be shown in detail at the curve or in a 

curve data table containing the following:  delta, radius, arc, tangent, chord and chord bearings. 

 

6-8 CONDITIONS 

 

   The plat shall not be approved until the subdivider has complied with the general requirements 

 and minimum standards of design in accordance with this ordinance and has made 

 satisfactory arrangements for performance bonds, cash or cash bonds to cover the cost of 

 necessary improvements to the satisfaction of the agent.  Approval of final plat shall be written 

 by the  agent on the face thereof. 



 

 

Section 7 - EFFECTUAL CLAUSES 

 

7-1 EXCEPTIONS 

  

   Where the subdivider can show that a provision of these standards would cause unnecessary 

 hardship if strictly adhered to, and where, because of topographical or other conditions peculiar 

 to the site, in the opinion of the agent, a departure may be made without destroying the intent of 

 such provisions, the agent may authorize an exception.  Any exception thus authorized is to be

 stated in writing in the report of the agent with the reasoning on which the departure was 

 justified set forth.  No such variance may be granted by this ordinance, which is opposed in 

 writing by the highway engineer or health official.  

 

7-2 PENALTIES 

   Any owner or proprietor of any tract of land who subdivides that tract of land and who violates 

 any of the provisions of this ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of 

 not more than two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00), and each day after the first during which 

 violations shall constitute a separate violation. 

 

7-3 REPEAL 

 

   All ordinances or portions of ordinances in conflict with this ordinance are hereby repealed to 

 the extent of their conflict. 

 

7-4 INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK NO 7-4 IN ORIGINAL 

 

7-5 AMENDMENTS 

 

   This ordinance may be amended in whole or in part by the Town Council provided that any such 

 amendment shall either originate with or be submitted to the commission for recommendation,

 and further provided that no such amendment shall be adopted without a public hearing having 

 been held by the governing body.  Notice of the time and place if the hearing shall have been 

 given at least once a week for two (2) weeks and the last notice at least six (6) days, but not 

 more than twenty-one (21) days prior to the hearing. 

 

7-6 EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

   This ordinance was duly considered, following a required public hearing held on March 9, 1977, 

 and was adopted by the Town Council of Surry, Virginia, at its regular meeting held on March 9, 

 1977, and shall be effective on and after 12:01 A.M., March 10, 1977. 

 

 


