
A Study on the End Times 
 

 

Eschatology:  The study and theology concerning the last days or end times.  This can involve: 

• the second coming of Jesus Christ, 

• the last days just before Christ returns, 

• the last days after Christ returns, and  

• the last day when Christ will judge all people. 

 

The Rapture:  This is a term that basically describes Jesus Christ returning to earth to receive or 

bring all believers to their heavenly home. This generally includes the understanding that 

Christians who are alive when Christ returns will be “caught up” to heaven. 

 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18  13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning 

those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope.  14 For if we 

believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who 

sleep in Jesus.  15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive 

and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are 

asleep.  16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice 

of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.  17 

Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds 

to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.  18 Therefore 

comfort one another with these words. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:51-52  51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we 

shall all be changed-- 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. 

For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be 

changed. 53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on 

immortality. 

 

Pre-Tribulation Rapture 
The Pre-Tribulation Rapture is the belief that believers in Christ will be taken up to 

meet the Lord before the Great Tribulation.  

 

Mid-tribulation 

The church will be raptured halfway through the Great Tribulation. 

 

Post-Tribulation 
The Post-Tribulation rapture is the belief that the rapture of the Church occurs after the 

Great Tribulation. Post-tribulationists argue that the rapture and the Second Coming are a 

single event, and that believers will endure the tribulation before being gathered to meet 

Christ.   

 

 

 



The Great Tribulation 
Matthew 24: 3-27  vv. 21-22  

Revelation Chapter 5-8 

 

We Are Living in the Last Days: 
 

Acts 2:17 `And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, That I will pour out of My 

Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your young men shall see 

visions, Your old men shall dream dreams (NKJ). 

 

Hebrews 1:1 God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the 

fathers by the prophets, 2 has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has 

appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds (NKJ). 

 

 

The Great Tribulation 
 

Matthew 24:3-27  
3 Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, "Tell 

us, when will these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end 

of the age?"   4 And Jesus answered and said to them: "Take heed that no one deceives 

you.  5 "For many will come in My name, saying, `I am the Christ,' and will deceive many.  
6 "And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all 

these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.  

 

 7"For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be 

famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places.  8 "All these are the beginning of 

sorrows.  9 "Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated 

by all nations for My name's sake.  10 "And then many will be offended, will betray one 

another, and will hate one another.   11 "Then many false prophets will rise up and 

deceive many.  12 "And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold.  
13 "But he who endures to the end shall be saved. 

 
14 "And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the 

nations, and then the end will come. 15 "Therefore when you see the`abomination of 

desolation,' spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place " (whoever reads, let 

him understand), 16 "then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17 "Let him who 

is on the housetop not go down to take anything out of his house.  18 "And let him who is in 

the field not go back to get his clothes.  19 "But woe to those who are pregnant and to those 

who are nursing babies in those days!  20 "And pray that your flight may not be in winter or 

on the Sabbath. 

 

 21 "For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the 

world until this time, no, nor ever shall be.  22 "And unless those days were shortened, no 

flesh would be saved; but for the elect's sake those days will be shortened.  23 "Then if 

anyone says to  you, `Look, here is the Christ!' or`There!' do not believe it.  24 "For false 



christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, 

even the elect.  25 "See, I have told you beforehand.  

 
26 "Therefore if they say to you,`Look, He is in the desert!' do not go out; or`Look, He is in 

the inner rooms!' do not believe it.  27 "For as the lightning comes from the east and 

flashes to the west, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 

 

 

The Seven Seals 

The Beginning of the Great Tribulation 

 

Revelation 5:1-14    
And I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a scroll written inside and on the 

back, sealed with seven seals. 2 Then I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, 

"Who is worthy to open the scroll and to loose its seals?"  3 And no one in heaven or on the 

earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll, or to look at it.  4 So I wept much, 

because no one was found worthy to open and read the scroll, or to look at it.  5 But one of 

the elders said to me, "Do not weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of 

David, has prevailed to open the scroll and to loose its seven seals."  6 And I looked, and 

behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, and in the midst of the 

elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which 

are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth.  7 Then He came and took the scroll 

out of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne.  8 Now when He had taken the scroll, the 

four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each having a 

harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.  9 And they sang 

a new song, saying: "You are worthy to take the scroll, And to open its seals; For You were 

slain, And have redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue and 

people and nation, 10 And have made us kings and priests to our God; And we shall reign on 

the earth."  11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne, the 

living creatures, and the elders; and the number of them was ten thousand times ten 

thousand, and thousands of thousands,  12 saying with a loud voice: "Worthy is the Lamb 

who was slain To receive power and riches and wisdom, And strength and honor and glory 

and blessing!" 13 And every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth 

and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, I heard saying: "Blessing and honor and 

glory and power Be to Him who sits on the throne, And to the Lamb, forever and ever!"  14 

Then the four living creatures said, "Amen!" And the twenty-four elders fell down and 

worshiped Him who lives forever and ever. 

 

Revelation 6:1-17  

Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals; and I heard one of the four living 

creatures saying with a voice like thunder, "Come and see." 2 And I looked, and behold, a 

white horse. He who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he went out 

conquering and to  conquer.  3 When He opened the second seal, I heard the second living 

creature saying, "Come and see." 4 Another horse, fiery red, went out. And it was granted to 

the one who sat on it to take peace from the earth, and that people should kill one another; 

and there was given to him a great sword. 5 When He opened the third seal, I heard the third 



living creature say, "Come and see." So I looked, and behold, a black horse, and he who sat 

on it had a pair of scales in his hand. 6 And I heard a voice in the midst of the four living 

creatures saying, "A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius; 

and do not harm the oil and the wine."  7 When He opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice 

of the fourth living creature saying, "Come and see."  8 So I looked, and behold, a pale 

horse. And the name of him who sat on it was Death, and Hades followed with him. And 

power was given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, with 

death, and by the beasts of the earth.  9 When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar 

the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they 

held.  10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, "How long, O Lord, holy and true, until 

You judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?"  11 Then a white robe 

was given to each of them; and it was said to them that they should rest a little while longer, 

until both the number of their fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed as 

they were, was completed.  12 I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and behold, there was 

a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became like 

blood.  13 And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a fig tree drops its late figs when it is 

shaken by a mighty wind.  14 Then the sky receded as a scroll when it is rolled up, and every 

mountain and island was moved out of its place.  15 And the kings of the earth, the great 

men, the rich men, the commanders, the mighty men, every slave and every free man, hid 

themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the mountains,  16 and said to the mountains and 

rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on the throne and from the 

wrath of the Lamb!  17 "For the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to stand?"   

 

Revelation 7:1-17  
After these things I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding the 

four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, on the sea, or on any 

tree.  2 Then I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God. 

And he cried with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was granted to harm the earth 

and the sea,  3 saying, "Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees till we have sealed the 

servants of our God on their foreheads." 4 And I heard the number of those who were sealed. 

One hundred and forty-four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel were sealed:  5 

of the tribe of Judah twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand 

were sealed; of the tribe of Gad twelve thousand were sealed;  6 of the tribe of Asher twelve 

thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of 

Manasseh twelve thousand were sealed; 7 of the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand were 

sealed; of the tribe of Levi twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Issachar twelve 

thousand were sealed;  8 of the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of 

Joseph twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Benjamin twelve thousand were sealed. 
9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could number, of 

all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 

clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands,  10 and crying out with a loud 

voice, saying, "Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!"  11 

All the angels stood around the throne and the elders and the four living creatures, and fell 

on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying: "Amen! Blessing and glory 

and wisdom, Thanksgiving and honor and power and might, Be to our God forever and ever. 

Amen."  13 Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, "Who are these arrayed in  white 



robes, and where did they come from?"  14 And I said to him, "Sir, you know." So he said to 

me, "These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and 

made them white in the blood of the Lamb.  15 "Therefore they are before the throne of God, 

and serve Him day and night in His temple. And He who sits on the throne will dwell 

among them. 16 "They shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not 

strike them, nor any heat;  17 "for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd 

them and lead them to living fountains of waters. And God will wipe away every tear from 

their eyes." 

 

Revelation 8:1-13  
When He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. 2 And 

I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and to them were given seven trumpets. 3 

Then another angel, having a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much 

incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar which 

was before the throne.  4 And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, 

ascended before God from the angel's hand.  5 Then the angel took the censer, filled it with 

fire from the altar, and threw it to the earth. And there were noises, thunderings, lightnings, 

and an earthquake.  6 So the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared themselves 

to sound. 7 The first angel sounded: And hail and fire followed, mingled with blood, and 

they were thrown to the earth. And a third of the trees were burned up, and all green grass 

was burned up.  8 Then the second angel sounded: And something like a great mountain 

burning with fire was thrown into the sea, and a third of the sea became blood.  9 And a third 

of the living creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were destroyed. 10 Then the 

third angel sounded: And a great star fell from heaven, burning like a torch, and it fell on a 

third of the rivers and on the springs of water. 11 The name of the star is Wormwood. A third 

of the waters became wormwood, and many men died from the water, because it was made 

bitter.  12 Then the fourth angel sounded: And a third of the sun was struck, a third of the 

moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of them were darkened. A third of the day did 

not shine, and likewise the night.  13 And I looked, and I heard an angel flying through the 

midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, "Woe, woe, woe to the inhabitants of the earth, 

because of the remaining blasts of the trumpet of the three angels who are about to sound!" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


