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,Sone a'rzd,IbWhtere of tle &ngregation

G. Anton Danielson - Odaind on June 9, 1929'

cartyle Auguet smith - ofieind follawing an aseignment by tle
futd of World Miscians in I 963-

John F. Hagb€rg - Odofutd'onJutu 1, 1975.

Katlrryn Groenewold" Odoind on Juru 29' I 985'

I

d

Lincoln Evangelical Lutheran Church, built in 1890 (26k116) was destroyed by a tornado

on Septemb 
"12=1,1894. 

At a special busiress meeting which was held on September 24th,

uono11g the ruins, it was decided to rebuild during the fall. Ttre new church was ready for

use by Chrishas of 18{X. The total cost waa $1,342'

Swedish Lutheran Cemetery
In 1890, Ivtr. Nile Nilson ofiered two aoree of land for a cemetery near

tJre Lincobn church. This cemetery is etill in use and is eupported by

TYinity through a specid fund.

-L1-



i
l

f

,Sons atd fuWhtere of tle hngregation

G. Anton Danielson - OdaindonJunc 9, 1929'

Carlyle August Smith - Odaind folbwittg on assignment ly tlw
futdof World'MisaiDnl in 1963.

John F. Hagb€rg 'OfiEirtdonJure I, 1975.

Katlrrlm Groenewold' Otdnind on Junc 29 
" 

1 985'

Lincoln Evangelical Lutheran Chureh, built in 1890 (26k416) was destroyed by a totnado

on Septemb "r 
2L,1894. At a special buginess meeting which was held on September 24t'h,

among tJre ruins, it wae decided to rebuild during the fatl. The new church was ready for

use by Chrishas of 18{X. The total cost waa $1,342.

Swedish Lutheran Cemetery
In 1890, Mr. Nils Nilson ofiered two acx.ee of land for a cemeterT rrear

the Lincol_u chturh. Thie cemetery is stiu in use and is supported by

Tbinity thnough a specid fund.
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Construction began
during the sumrner of
1967.

On April 16, L967, grounC
br.eaking for the new church
took place, Among those par-
ticipating were, Harvey
Ordun, Hans Norgaard, Don
Carlson, Gus Johanson and
Pastor H. Eugene Cedarholm.

On August L4, L977,
Trinity remembered the
origin of her growbh bY
placing the bell, which had
been purchased in 1910,
for the Lincoln Chulch bY
Mrs. Andrew Olin, in the
Trinity Memorial Bell
Tower.
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Above the altar in the newlY
formed TrinitY Evangelical
Lutheran Churchwas the beautiful
painting of Christ in Gethsemane'
This picture was painted by the art-
ist Grafstrom of Augustana College,
Rock Island, IL, and given bY Mrs.
Karl Lunbeck in 1914 to the Lincoln
congregation.

i+r,i\\,$\$.Nu

The design of the nave in the new Tlinity church grew out of the congregation's

statement of beliefs and need.s. It was desired that the seating anangement gather the

worshipping group as closely together as practicable around the pulpit, altar and font'
This encourages a spirit of t"*ity togetheiness and provokes a greater sense of involve-

ment in the Sunday Liturgy.
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Etghlightc of Tlinity'a Eistory

The Senior Choir in 1952
Ptctured fircm Ieft to right - F\ont Row - Kay Carlson, Ann Shumate, Marlene Johanson,
Ruth Anderson, Esther Shumate, EIna Li.lt'.'an.
SecondRow - Roee Olson, Glo Hagberg, SheryIJohnson, LaVonne Peterson, BethCarlson,
Hilda Feterson, Eunice Olin, directorTom Shumate.
Ttrird Row - Haney Sanford, MeI Hagberg, Enoch Carlson, p61 Qlin, Dick Carleon,
unknown, Don Carlson, Rich Vande Vegte, Jack Van Notsran

The Junior Choir made these bannen for Pentecost Sunday in 1965. Picbured from left to
right: Flont Row - Debbie Hanison, Rochelle Clark, Rita Bergquist, Tim Kinkade, Barbara
Carlson, Janet Ebel. Second Row - Cinthia Kinkade, I inds Hsra'ison, Llmn Ha.mison, Jeannine
Carlson, Debra Fairman. Top Row-.Jat"es Kilkade, Delones Cedarholm, director, Tom Hage.
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I-ois Carlson and her frrst grade Sunday
School class planting the Ash trees at our new
church. in June, 1968.

Children pictured from lefb to right are:
Scott Harrison, I-ori Cedarholm, Michelle
Hummel, Mike Blair, Andy Nelson, Brad Han-
son and Kenny EbeI.

On April 9,1976, members of Tlinity took part in
a Palm Sunday prrccessional, complete with palm
branches ald a Beast of Br-rrden. It began on W.14th
St. and continued through the church whene festival
banners and instrumental music were added.

The Tlinity Pioneere was made up of the
senior citizens of the chulch. The group wae
organized in the early 1970's nnd met
monthly.

Hctured frcm left, to right. Ken and LiI-
lian Speiss, Cecelia Carlson, Dorothea and
Gug Bendlin, and EstJrer Shumate.

The 1989 Sunday Church School
Christrnas progftlm.
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The Van Cao family, was baptized on April 18, 1976. Sponsors were Shirley
and Annie Clark, Marian and Bertil Carlson, Pastor and Colleen Last, Harcld and
Pearl Heine, and Paul and Cam.en T\r'esme.

w

Colleen T ast taught one of the first ESL
(English as a Second Language) classes at
llinity.

Jan Striepe began her parish nurse sers/ice

in April, 1985. She and the membere of the
Social and Health Ministry Cornrnittee have
increased memberg' knowledge of wholistic
well being, responding to Jesus'conmandrrto
preach, teach and heal.u Pictured left to right
are RogerGreen andJan SfuiePe.
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The 1965 Youth Convention was held in Min'ni
Beach, FL Pictured ( to r) Nancy (Stoll) Taylor, Barb
(Johanson) Smith, Steve Peterson and Jerry Ebel.
Arnie and Shirley Clark were the chaperones.

*$*
This cross, used

during Lent and
Easter was made bY
Pastor Gary Gabel
andMSrcnSopPeland.

The 1991 Youth Gathering was held in Dallas,
Texas. Flctured are Tlinity's LYO Youth and spon-
sors. (l to r). Linda and Bob Bisgaard, sponsors, Angie
Bisgaard, Chris Flitsch, Amy Huff, Jamie Butenhoff,
Ben Bendlin, Josh Cook, and Dave Fbitsch.

The dove, used for
Pentecogt was designed
and constructed by Ron
Behrens, a Trinity
member.

Tlinity's Rceschool and Daycare Center was establiehed in 1979.

t
moi..:
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DidYau l{rww?
Lirtcoln Firete

I Paetor Road, the first pastor, received a salar5r of $1b0.0O a year.

r Chartermembers w€re:

c Elisa Nelson was the finst organist.
+ The first confunrration class: Ada Isaaceon (Carlson), Sehna Fneeburg (Olson), and Carl Freeburg.
r The Lincoln I-adieg Aid wae organized on JanuarSr g, 1892.
r The first Luther League wae organized in 1906.

Bethced.a, Fireta
+ The fu"st baby to be baptized wae Rose Chrietina Miller, daughter of Axel Miller.
o Mr. and IVIng. John Lidman wene the fint couple to be ma:ried in Bethesda.
r hr its finst year afL,er orgsnization, the chunch had 56 communicants and 20 children.
o Bethesda was priviledged to have Rose Olson, Tily Wilson and Violet Emrich, triplets, in its

congregation.

Gustaf & Amanda Swenson
CarI & Katarina F\rceberg
Johan Fbeeburg
Carl & Anna Lundbeck
Agda Lundbeck
Carl Walrlstrom
Aug. & BritaJohanson
Andreas & Albertina Olin
Johanles & Sofia Isakson
I-ennard Person

e Char"ter membere were:

Carl & Johanna Carlson
Gust. & Margaleta Hamberg
AxeI & AnnaMiller
A. & B€rt Strand
Carl & Klar.a Gustafson
Johan Lundbeck
Anna Carlson

Andrew Holnnberg
Aug. Carlson
FYans Pealeon
FYans & Karin Vettergren
Kristina Olgon
Malakias & Irtta Wahlstrom
Gustaf & Mania Berglof
Albert Joh"nson
P. &.Iohanna Alert

EmmaJohnson
Hersran Setterlund
Krigtina Hendrickson
I(rietina Hamberg
Emma Hendrickson
Mrs. A.G. Anderson

T?ini$ Firsts
a The Reverend Leonard Smith was Tbinity'e first pastor.
o The Lincol-n Chunch bell rang frcm Tlinity'g tower for the firet time on Easter, April g, 1950.a Florence VandeVegte, now of Maple Plain, l\{lrl, was the first choir director. EvLn though she

felt musically inept and had a small family to ca:re for, she held this position until Tom ShumatJ came
to Spencer to become Tlinity's director of music.

r Tlinity was the firet church in Spencer to sponsor an Asian refugee family. Cu and Cuc Van Cao
and th:nee children f:rpm Vietna:rr came the surrmer of 1g75.

e Colleen Last and Shirley Clark taught the first ESL (English as a second Language) classes in
Tlinity.

r In 1985, Jan Striepe introduced the Parish Nune concept to Tbinity.
r On August 25, 1968, Matthew David Bendlin, the son of Robert and Sue Bendlin, was the first

child baptized in our new church. Sponsors were Larry and Laura Bendlin. Pastor H. Eugene
Cedarholm officiated.
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Di.dYou l{naw?
+ Andrew Mor*enson, who was not a member of the chunch, built the Bethesda Church and gave it to

the congregation for wonhip. Ttre deed to tJ:e land was not secured until 191? when it was purchased
for $10O by Alfred Johnson, a member of Bethesda, and given to the congregation.

+ The Dnnish people in Spencer used Betheeda for serrdces , too. They paid a rental of 50 cents each
Sunday dr:ring the eum.mer but paid 75 cents each Sunday during the winter.

o Harrey and Joan Sarrford wene members of Tlinity during Pastor Setterlund s years of service. One
Sunday, while the choir practiced their anthem in the basement of the church, David the Sanford's 4
yr. old son, went upstairs. When he came back, his mother said, "Was anybody up there?" "Just God,"
he amswened (refendng to Pastor Setterlund)

r There was a period of time when Tbinity had gerious water problems in the basement. Ttre water
was so deep that the basement could not be used. Shirley Clark's Jr. High Sunday School class, who
met on the stage, had a good view of the water each week. As part of their study of the Psnlyng, they
were asked to write a psalm of their own. One grcup came up with this frtting lament.

Save me, O God,
Forthe water comes deep into the basement.

The waters have risen to my neck.
I sink into deep misery.

I am swept into deep water,
And the flood carries me arilay.

I am wearied with rying outl my throat is sore,
My eyes grow dim as I wait for God to help me.

How long must I wait for my rescue?

Do not let me sink, Iet not the flood carry
me away.

by Melody Knoploh, Peggy Nelson, Michelle
Huramel, Colette Clark (Rossiter)

I During the yea.r:s of Pastor Jacobson's senrice at Tbinity this problem was finally resolved. The
basement floor wae raised and eventually carpeted.

The parsonage at 114 E. 9th St.
was built in 1911 for $3,640. It was
owned by both chu:rches. Bethesda
owned V3 and Lincoln owned /3.
This remained a parsonage until
1975 when it was sold- This same
year, Pastor Michael I cst became
the first pastor of Tlinity to purchase
his own home.
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Dedics'tion

We d.ed.im,tc thi^s book tp a sma,Il group of Swedish settl.ers whose

,it;io; d"eAtt"i and. perseueraph ern5Ua them to estnblish a

"i"ni" in this areo,, a church that grew an'd' grew'

Thrcuglnut the past one n"4o-d ry"-try 9?u'*'t one founda-
fia; hnsfuen Jesri Ci*t our Lard^ This belief lws led God's -people
ii if* i*t. As we enter the nert olc hwd,red yea,rs, ?e-pray that th,e

L.i i,itt ontiny.e n u tn" rcck of our saluation and' that we will go

f*i"i in faith to arry out our missian in the worl'd"

Front row (l to r) Merlyn winther, Loie Carlson' shirley clark, Arnie clark, Kathy Brandt' sonna \I/inther'

Back row (l t,o r) Bernice Back, Ron Bauemeieter, M."ly"" Bauermeist€r, Paetor Mais€nbach, Mitch Brandt.

@neral Committees
Ilistoqr
Chairoerson
Garry Martin

Connie Tqnge
LuAnn Huff
GaraMartin
Conrine Muske
Bernnice Back
Shirley Clark
Pear{ Heins
Joan Schumqntt
Lois Carlson

StewardshiP
Chairpeneon
Merlyn Winther
Chuck Lange

Worehip &
Events
Co-Chairpersaps
SonnaWinther
Pagtor

Maisenbach

NeiI Cook
Kim Untiet
LarrA Untiet
Diane

Maisenbach
Arla R^ath
Connie L,ange

PublicitY
Co-Chair?enong
Ron & Mar{Yce

Bauemeigter

Social
Co-Chairnersorrs
Kathy &Mitch

Brandt

Bill Follows LuAnnHuff Cheree Schurz

Slfln*l" ffii#*T" fr#"?HF"
Paula Hultgren ',l-€

colette Rossiter .r*t[o*pJot Jenny Biegaard

ill'o"iii"T#'*' ffi'%gp fiH,If,iffI
'o**n,r-ro," l'il'Ritit,, Pearl Heine

r-t'il"liHf- S"*3t'#*",, ffiiti*""
Jan Boge

Aekrwwledgemente
A special ttwnk w";;i i" ii" qpTim Schumann wlw d'esignedttrc

lopo for tlrc Centeiiii U*n artd. banner, and, to Debbi'e Ed'eker an'd'

CZt"it" Rossiter wln mad,e the Centenninlbanner'

C ent enni aI E xceut hse Co m m it t e e
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