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&ntennio,l TTvme
100 Years -- One Foundation

flymn
The Church's One Foundation

Seripturc
L Corinthians 3:L0-11

I am like a skilled master builder who by God's grace laid the
foundation, and someone else is putting up the building. L€t
each take care how he builds. There can be no other foundation
beyond that which is already laid; I mean Jesus Christ himself.

&ntennial hlerdar of Eoente
December 1, 1991
January L2,1992
February 16,1992
March n, t992
April t9,199.2
May 3, L992
June 6,1992
June 7 ,1992

Proclarnation of Centennial Year
Augustana Heritage Sunday

Wartburg College Choir Concert
Hymn Sing at Old Church

Centennial Easter
Centennial Drama

Centennial Banquet
Centennial Eucharist

Closing of the Centennial Year
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Lincoln Evangelical Lutheran
Chunch after it had been rebuilt in 1894.

Lincoln Evangelical
Lutheran church

in Lincobn Township near
Royal,IA.

Orgnni2ed in 1889, built in
1890. It was destroyed by a

tornado on September 21, 18[X
and rebuilt by

December, 1894.

Bethesda Lutheran Church at the cor:ner of
fth St. and 3rd Ave. West, Spencer, Iowa.

Built in 1893
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Lincoln Lutheran and Bethesda Lutheran merged to foru Tlinity Evangelical Lutheran Chur.ch
February 23, IgLg,located on the corner of 9th St. and 3rd. Ave. West. The two churches were joined
together in an Lshape. The width of the Bethesda church and the length of the Lincoln Church made
a nave of 72fer;t in length, with a seating capacity of 275.

-4- Tlinity Lutheran Church at 9th St. and Llth Ave. West, afber construction in 1968.



Trinity Lutheran Church
'TTtc Little Church TTnt Grew"

The history of Tlinity Lutheran Church traces 'a little church that grew"and grew
andgrew.

Its birth took place in 1889 when Lincoln Evangelical Lutheran Chunch outside of
Royal was organized. Its first pastor was August Road who was a licensed lay catechist
who was later ordained. His annual salary was $150.00. TWenty yean after its
organization, Lincoln built a church. Membership dues, to be used to finance the new
building, were $5.50 per male and $4.50 per female.

Three years later, in 1892, Bethesda Lutheran Chunch was organized. It was located
on West Ninth Street. Ther.e were eighteen charter members. Augrrst Road also served
Bethesda. In 1893, Andnew Mortenson, a non-member, built the church building and
gave it to Bethesda. In 1917, Mr. Alfted Johnson, a member, purchased the lot from
Mr. Mortenson as a gift to Bethesda. The cost? $100.00.

On September 2L, 18{X, a tortrado destroyed the Lincoln Evangelical Lutheran
Church. The congregation showed its dedication by rebuilding the church by
Christmas.

Through the yea:rs that followed, the governing boards of Lincoln and Bethesda met
jointly. Wishing to benefit from a mone complete union, the two churches wene united
into Tl'inity Evangelical Lutheran Church on February 23,19119. The united congrega-
tions called Pastor A. Iconard Smith of Stanton as their pastor.

In order to provide the necessarSr worship space for the newly merged church, the
Lincoln church was moved to Spencer and gtructurally joined to the Bethesda chunch.
Dedication of this new stxucture was celebrated on Januar5r 2L, L95L. On Marrch 27,
L950, curious people Iined Spencer streets to watch the Lincoln church move on wheels
down busy Grand Avenue. Once again, "tlre little church that glew" was growing.

The generosity of a sister congregation, Tlinity Lutheran Church in Alta, Iowa, was
demonstrated y/ith a grft - a Hilgren and Lane prpe orgarr. (Seven ranks of pipes and
the console are a part of the present organ.)

Just as the merging of two chunches represented growth, so did the Greater Tbinity
Committee fortned in 1957 to study future needs. This needs study established 1963
as the yearof ultimate growthforTlinity. The calendarof events readas follows: May
26 - New church site is blessed: June 30 - Funding campaign begins: October 8 -

Executive Building Committee appointed. Donald Carlson was selected to chair the
Executive Building Committee. Others involved wene Hans Norgaard, Gerald HoI-
lander, Gus Bendlin, Oscar Swanson, PauI Twesme, Ivan Carlson, Harvey Ordun, Gus
Johanrson, and Larry Albaugh. on March 28, 1xi7, the congregation voted unani-
mously to begin construction immediately.

On August 11, 1968, the service of leave taking frcm the old church marked another
growing experience in "the life of the little church that grew."

The new chr:rch was dedicat€d on October 20, 1968.
Not only had Tlinity gr.own facility-wise, it had also grown in its view of worship and

its place in the world.
The new wonhip facility emphasized the importance of the Eucharist and the

centraiity of Baptism. Its contemporary etyle also lead to the development of a
contemporary form of the Eucharist which has now become a regular part of the
monthly worship schedule.

In August, 1975 TYinity recognized its responsibility to the displaced of the world by
bringing the firet Asian refugee family to Spencer - the Van Caos.

r,.... ii
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On August 14, L977 ,Tlinity remembened the origins of her gmwth by placing the bell
which had been purchased in 1910 for the Lincoln chuch by Mns. And:cew Olin in the
Tlinity Memorial Bell Tower.

With more childcare needs emerging in the community, Tlinity responded to this
need in 1979 by establishing the Tbinity Montessori Reschool and Day Care Center.
(Although the Montessori appnoach is no longer emphasized, the TT,C Ercschool and
Daycar:e Center continueg to ser:ve the Spencer Comrnunity.)

F\rrther childcare and parenting needs wene recognized by tJre acceptamce of the Time
Out Nursery into the Trinity facilitiee in 1980 and the Reach Out prcgram in 1983.

In 1985, two giant stepe in Chrigtian outreach were taken when Jan Striepe
introducedthe ParishNurse conceptandKathrynGrrcenewoldwas ordained as apastor.

As Tbinity movea into the 9O's, it will continue to make history as "the }ittle chur"ch
that grew." Tlinity is most thankful to her lord and Savior that she has Pastor C. Peter
Maisenbach to lead the way!

50th 6nnioersar!)
of the

Li''colo Lutheran Church
5 Mils East oI Ro.Pl, Io*o

October 6, 7 aod E, 1959

OSCAR F. BOHMAN' B- D. Pa'tor

o4 p&i- JJI th.t t'lftutA ya' E. uoto gu -- ^tzoilieut z5:tr

SLINDAY, OCTOBER 8

SUNDAY SCHOOL AT TO A. M.

\4'ith Greetings from former lrastors G- L- Dagner, Elmet
Sahlgren and former pupil Anton Danielson

COMMUNION SERVICE-IO :30

Hyrnn-"Beautiful Saviour' No. 817

Communion Sermon-"The Joy of the l'orgiveness of
Sins," Ps_ 5l:&12 Pastor Elmer Sahlgren

Confession of Sin--
Hymn-"Saviour, Thy Dying Love" -- No. 49ir

Offertory Miss Anna Danielson
Vocal Selection ----------- Mrs- Hanrld Harnilton
Altar Service Pastor Oscar F. Bohman
Celebrat'ion of the l-ords Supper-

Pastors serving at the altar, Elmer Sahlgren, Anton Dan'
ielson, G. L Dagaer, O. F. Bohmart

Communion Hymns-''Ihe Death of Jesus Christ' Our- 
Lord- _____--______ No.231
'-Ihine Orvn, O Loving Saviour" -- No- 235

Closing Ritual-

50th Anniversary
of the

Bethesdo Lutheran Church
301 West 9th St., Spencer, lowo

Sunday, M.y 3, L942
OSCAR F. BOHMAN, B. D., Pagtor

SUNDAY MORNING' MAY 3

SUNDAY SCHOOL AT 10:fi1 A' M'

Greetingp from former pastors 
- G- L Dagner, A' E' Gustaf-

son, Elmer Sahlgren

"o"tu",oJi-vrcE 
Ar I o :3o

Hymn-"Beautifut Saviour- No 31?

Communion Sermon ---- Pastor Elmer Sahlgren, Iles l[oines

Confession of Sins

Hymn-"O Christ, Thy Love Unbounded" -------- No' C8!l

Offertory Miss Nella Pederson

Selection ------ Doubh Quartet
Mrs. J. H. Peterson, Miss Anna Danielson' Miss Elna Lid-
marl Mrs. Ernest Loe, Hamld Udman. Gust Johanson'

Ray Erickson, Enoch Cerlson.

Altar Serryice ------ Pastor Oscar F- Bohman

Celetrration of the l,ord's Supper - Pa-stors serving at the

altar, Elmer Sahlgren, G- L- Dagner. A- E- Gustafson, O'

F- Bohman-

Comrnunion Hymns -'Thine &rq O Loving Seviour" -- No. 235

"According to Thy Gracious Word" No. 2ff)

C},osing Ritual

-6-



F.

Pastors Through the Years

Lay Pastor August Road"""""Sewed Lincoln and Bethesda
from 1892-1901

Vice Pastor A.V.P. Elfstrom' "'1892-1901

Pastor P.J. Sundeen"""""" ""19O1-190b

Pastor n..1. Suoall="""""""""""'Sewed only a few months

and resigned because of ill health

LayPastorA.G. Englund"""""""":' """'1906-1907
Pastor E.C. Jessup."""""' """'190?-1911
Pastor A.E. Gustafson"""' """1911-1925
Pastor G.L. Dagner""""""' ""'1926-1934

Paetor Elmer Sahlgren graduated-from Augustus Ado-l-

ph"r c;U;"; St. Pe-tlr'MN-i" 191' He completedhis studv

in 1934 at Auguetant d"ologi"al S€mllary' Rock Isla'd'.IL

where he was ora$*a. He-came to Spencer following his

ordirr.tioo where he seryed Bethesda Lutheran Church from

1934-193?. D.rring hi" pastorate hene' he wae manied to

Anna E. Lundquist of Chicago'

Paetor Elmer Sahlgren
1934-1937

Pastor A. Harry Ericson
1943-1949

Pastor Oscar F. Bohman was

born on June 5, 1896 in Moline,

IL. He was ordainedonJune 10,

1923 iu RocHord IL' Soon after

his ordinatiou he accePted a call

to Immanuel Lutheran Church

in Akron, IA. He served there

from 1923 until 1927 when he

accepted a call to MediaPolis, IA'
In 193? he cAme to SPencer

wherre he served both Betheeda

and I incoln Lutheran Churchee'

ln L942 he left to become
Chaplaininthe AmY' He ser'/ed

several parishes in Minnesota
before hie death in l-979'

Pastor Oscar H. Bohman
1937-1942

Pastor A. Harry Ericson was borm on Dec' 21' 1891 in Kville'

sweden. He corne to Anerica in 1910. His ordination took place on

June 10, 1923 in R".Lfo;, IL' It war through the 9fforts of Pastor

Ericsou that the -*t* oi gtthu"d" and Lincoln Lutheran Chur-

chee was "*-pU"frla 
lle served the two churches until April

17th, 1949 when he p*""f*a hil frnal sermon' He accepted a call

to tlre Fbiendg Hotrr" Lutheran Congpgation' Savorrburg' Kansas'
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Pastor A. Leonard Smith -- l-949-1953
He served as the first pastor of Tlinity Lutheran Church.

Pastor Wallaee V. Setterlund wae born in Duluth, MN. He
gmduatedfmm Duluth High School, Gustavus Adolphus CoI-

Iege, St. Peter, MN in 1938 and Augustana Theological Semi-

nary, Rock Island, IL in 1942.
Following his ordination he served First Lutheran Church,

Olivia, MN and First American Lutheran Church, EI Campo,

T)L After ser'\ring as Tbinity's pastor fnom 1954-196O, he

ser:ved St Timothy's Lutheran Church, Ornaha, NE, Grace

Lutheran Chunch, Central City, NE, and Fridhem Lutheran
Church, Hordville NE. Frrcm l-979-L989 he served as visita-
tion pastor frrcm Mt. Carmel Lutheran Church, Minneapolis,
MN.

He and his wife fpnaine have two childnen: Virg:il and
Arurette.

Pastor Wallace V. Setterlund
1954-1960

Pastor H. Eugene Cedarholm, a native of Marquette, KS
graduated from high gchool in 1948, Bethany College,
Lindeborg, KS in 1956 and Augustana $sYninary in 1960.

He served in the U.S. Navy frcm 19{8-1952.
In 196O, he came to Trinity whene he served until 1969

when he accepted a call to First Lutheran inNewton, IA. He
continues to sen/e that congregation today.

It was under the guidance of Pastor Cedarholm that the
prresent church was planned and built.

He and wife Delones have three daughters: Iori, Beth and
Jan.

PastorGarV R.Gabel
t97A-L974

Pastor H. Eugene Cedarholm
1960-1969

Pastor Gary R Gabel, a native of Swea Crty, IA,
graduated frcm Swea City Consolidated School in 1953,

Gustavus Adolphue College, St. Peter, MN in 1957, and
Augrrstana Theological $sYninary in 1961.

Before corning to Tbinity in 1970, he served Hebron
Luttreran Chureh, Burdick, KS, and St. Andlew Lutheran
Chnrch in Liberty, MO. After leaving Spencer in L97 4, he

was a g61sg lvlanager for Rrlpit Supply and did interim
work until 1982. Fbom 1982 until the present, he has

served Bethany-Etim Lutheran Church, Ivanhoe, MN and
Bethany Lutheran Church at Arco, MN.
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Pastor Michael A. T q"t was bor:n at Rock Island, IL
He gmduated ftom Ottumwa High School, Willinm
Penn College and Northweet€m LutJxeran Ttreological
gerninany, St. Paul, MN. He also graduated ftom the
Doctor of Minishry prcgram of the Graduate Theologi'
cal Foundation, Notre Dane, IN.

Before coming to TYinity, he eerved Hope Lutheran
Church, CedarR"api&, hfrom 1972-1975. He sen'ed
Ttinity ftom 1975-198O when he accepted a call from
Saint Paul Lutheran Church, Clinton, IA. He con-

tinues to ser:ve tfiat congregation today.
He and his wife Colleen are the pa:rents of four

children: Gretchen, Andnew, Megan andJoseph.

Paetor Jerrry A. Olgon
1981-1982

Pastor George Jacobson was boro and raiged
in Qnklsnd, Qd. He graduated frcm Bethany
College in Lindsborg, KS and Augustana Semi-
narry in Rock Island, IL

Following ordination in 1962, he accepted a
call to Mi-Wuk Village, CA. After sen'ing as a
chaplain in the U.S. Navy for three years, he
accepted a call fiom tJre Divigion of Missions itr
Nor"th Anerica to develop a rnigeion congrega-
tion near Colorado Springs, CO.

He carne to Tbinity in 1982. He sersred here
until 1987 when he accepted a call to St. Paul
hrtJreran Church, El Paso, 'fexas. He con-

tinueg to serve this congpgation today.
He and his wife Nancy have four children:

Nele, Laura, Nate andAndY.

Pastor Michael A. Last
1975-1980

Pastor Jery Olson is a native of Laurens, IA
whene he graduatedfrom high school in 1966. He
graduated from Buena Vista College, Storrn
Lake, IA and Northwestem L,ntheran Ttreologi-
cal Seminary, St. Paul, MN.

He spent his int€rtxship year sendng Faith
Lutheran Church, Griswold, IA, and St. Paul's
Lutheran, Atlantic, IA.

Before sorning to Tlinity in L981, he eerved
Elfsborg and Tlinity Lutheran Churcheg in
Pomercy and Pocahontas.

F\om 1982-1989 he worked in various ad-
ministrative positions at the Anerican Ingtitute
of Commerce in Bettendorf, IA and the School of
CommunicationArts, Minneapolis, MN. He now
senles Chrigt Lutheran Chu.rch in DeFonest, WI.

Jer:ry and his wife Susan have four children:
Deanna, Julie, Tony and Linnea.

Pastor George Jacobson
1982-1987
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Pastor Maieenbach graduated Summa Cum Laude
and Phi Beta Kappa fimm Augustana College, Rock
Islan4 Illinois, itr 197?. Following complerlion of his
pastoral studies at the Lutheran School of Theology at
-Chi""go, 

he was ordained onJune 14, 1981'

Pastor Maisenbach served Holy Tbinity Lutheran
Church, Elgin, Illinois, as arr assistant pastor from
19S1-1{i83.- tie then served as pastor of Emanuel
Lutheran Church, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, frcm
1983-1988. He also ser:ved as the principal of Emanuel
Parish Middle School from 1988-1989. He is currently
an associat€ memberof the Fellowship of St' Augustine
in O:<ford Michigan.

On January 24, !98f., Pastor Maisenbach was elected

to serve as the sixth pastor of Tbinity. In additionto his
minishry at Tlinity, Pastor Maisenbach also sers/es on

the Alumni Senate of the Lutheran School of Ttreology
at Chicago and as a member of the Policy Council for the
Head Start program. Pastor and his wife, Diane, have

two children: John and Benjamin.The Rev. C. PeterMaisenbach, Pastor
1988-

'L00 Years - One Foundation"

According to the gmce of C'od given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and

someone else is building on iL Ealh builder muet choose with ca.ne to build on it. For no one can lay

any fogndation other than the one that has been laid; that foundation ie Jesus christ'
I Corinthians 3:10-11

Ttre year 1gO2 A.D. is a time for us to nemember. It ie a time for us to nemember that 10O yean ago

our parish comnunity was founded. But the remembrance of tJris event must take us back beyond that

fo'nd.ationnt year of isgZ e.O. to a foundational event in history. That event is Jesus Christ' It is this

event which gathers us each week to celebrate the Eucharist. As God's people, we believe that all

hietory and therefore all nememberances flow from God's pivotal action in the life, death and resurrec-

tion of Jesus. Ttre past history of our parish co'n'r'unity is nore than simply a collection of stories about

past human events. Rather, it is a dynamic record of the continui.g work of the Holy spirit and of a

people's nesporrse to Jesus Cbriet"

In nem.embering t;.e past event of the founrling of our parish comrrrurrity, we also can't help but be

&awn into tlre future. ?or1 ".", 
as God.'e people we look not only backwards but fonrards as well' We

Iook to the futrue prayingl what God'g peopl; have prayed in every generation; that one day God in

Christ will establi"h fii" *ingdom bringins all creation to its fulfrIlment and consunation'

In Christ, we are called to move forrrard into the future. We are called to face the future with courage,

joy and hope instead of fear, skepticism and peggimiem. H_o- t: tl.is possible? Because we have already

geen t{re future in Jesus Chrieti Yes, the fui"". will be full of challenges, but at the same tine, it also

presents opportunities for "'ission and 'ninietry, i.e. opportunities for living in christ'

During our centennial year let us give thanks for all those who founded Bethesda Lutheran Church

a,,d T incoln Lutheran Church and who now nest in Chriet. As we continue to give thanks for what has

been, Iet us also give thanke for what will be. As we look to the futu:ne, let us also ask God to strengthen

and empower us by the Word, the Sacraments and tJre lloly Spirit that we might build upon the witness

of those who have gone before us and so continue the work of i""tt" Christ into our next century or until

He comee aSain' 
+pastor Maisenbach
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