
The Little Red Book of Veo 3 Prompts
Unlock the full potential of Google's Veo 3, the most advanced AI video model as of 2025, capable of generating 
high-quality videos with integrated audio including dialogue, voiceovers, sound effects, and music. This 
comprehensive guide provides essential prompt engineering techniques to efficiently create stunning, audio-rich 
videos that rival professional productions.



Why Veo 3 Matters for Video Creators

Revolutionary 
Technology
First AI model to seamlessly 
integrate high-quality video 
generation with authentic audio 
synthesis

Professional Quality
Output quality matches 
traditional video production 
workflows at a fraction of the 
time and cost

Creative Freedom
Generate any concept 
imaginable without location, 
talent, or equipment constraints

Despite its premium pricing, mastering Veo 3 prompt engineering delivers exceptional return on investment for 
content creators, marketers, and storytellers. The techniques in this guide apply equally to other leading video AI 
models like Ji Meng, Keling, and Runway, making your knowledge transferable across platforms.

Understanding proper prompt structure is the difference between mediocre AI-generated content and 
professional-grade videos that captivate audiences. Every element of your prompt—from subject description to 
camera movement—directly impacts the final output quality.



The Architecture of Effective Prompts
Direct and precise prompts yield superior results with Veo 3. A well-structured prompt functions like a detailed film 
production brief, guiding the AI through every creative decision. Understanding this architecture transforms 
amateur prompts into professional-grade instructions.

01

Subject Definition
Main focus including detailed physical characteristics, 
clothing, age, and distinctive features

02

Scene Environment
Specific location details, time of day, weather 
conditions, and environmental context

03

Action Specification
Precise description of what subjects are doing, 
including gestures and interactions

04

Visual Style
Artistic direction including cinematic style, color 
palette, and aesthetic preferences

05

Camera Dynamics
Movement patterns, shot composition, and filming 
techniques

06

Atmosphere Creation
Mood, lighting conditions, and emotional tone of the 
scene

Each component builds upon the others to create a comprehensive creative vision. Missing elements leave gaps 
that Veo 3 must interpret, potentially leading to unexpected or undesired results.



Simple vs. Detailed Prompt Comparison
Simple Prompt Example

Prompt: A man answers a rotary phone

This basic prompt leaves too much to 
interpretation. Veo 3 must guess the setting, 
character appearance, emotional context, visual 
style, and camera approach. Results will be 
generic and potentially inconsistent with your 
creative vision.

Lacks visual specificity

No emotional context

Missing technical direction

Provides no stylistic guidance

Detailed Prompt Example

Prompt: A shaky dolly zoom goes from a far away 
blur to a close-up cinematic shot of a desperate 
man in a weathered green trench coat as he picks up 
a rotary phone mounted on a gritty brick wall, 
bathed in the eerie glow of a green neon sign. The 
zoom reveals the tension and desperation etched on 
his face as he struggles to talk on the phone.

This comprehensive prompt provides clear creative 
direction for every aspect of the scene. It establishes mood, 
specifies camera movement, describes character emotion, 
and sets the visual atmosphere.

The detailed approach creates a shallow depth of field that focuses on the character's furrowed brow and the black 
rotary phone, blurring the background into atmospheric neon colors and shadows. This technique creates 
immediate sense of urgency and isolation that simple prompts cannot achieve.



Mastering Visual Style Control
Veo 3 defaults to a professional, polished video aesthetic similar to commercial productions. While this standard 
style works well for many applications, creative projects often require specific artistic directions that must be 
explicitly stated in your prompts.

Style specification must appear early in your prompt for maximum effectiveness. Use the exact format: "In the style 
of [style name]:" followed by your scene description. This approach ensures Veo 3 applies the aesthetic 
consistently throughout the entire video rather than mixing styles unexpectedly.

LEGO Style
Blocky, colorful plastic aesthetic 

with characteristic building block 
textures and proportions

Claymation
Stop-motion animation with 
visible fingerprints and clay 
texture imperfections

Animated Styles
South Park, Pixar, Simpsons, or 
anime aesthetics with 
characteristic visual elements

Retro Aesthetics
8-bit pixel art, vintage film grain, 
or nostalgic visual treatments

Material Styles
Marble, origami, blueprint, or 

other distinctive material 
interpretations



Professional Camera Movement 
Techniques

Eye Level Shots
Natural perspective at subject's eye height, creating relatable and comfortable viewing angles for 
dialogue and character interaction scenes

High Angle Views
Camera positioned above subject looking down, often used to convey vulnerability, isolation, or 
provide environmental context

Worm's Eye Perspective
Ultra-low camera angle looking up, creating dramatic emphasis and making subjects appear powerful 
or imposing

Dolly Movements
Camera moves on tracks maintaining consistent distance, creating smooth professional motion for 
reveals and emphasis

Zoom Techniques
Lens focal length changes creating in-out movement, excellent for dramatic reveals or creating 
disorienting effects

Pan and Tracking
Horizontal rotation from fixed position (pan) or following subject movement (tracking) for dynamic 
scene exploration



Creating Authentic Selfie Videos
Veo 3 excels at generating realistic first-person perspective videos that authentically replicate the selfie format. 
This capability is particularly valuable for social media content, vlogs, and personal storytelling applications where 
authenticity and relatability are crucial.

"A selfie video of..."
This specific phrase signals Veo 
3 to adopt first-person 
perspective formatting with 
appropriate framing and 
composition

Visible Arm Extension
"holds the camera at arm's 
length. His arm is clearly visible 
in the frame" creates authentic 
handheld perspective

Dynamic Engagement
"occasionally looking into the 
camera" adds natural movement 
and viewer connection 
throughout the video

Professional Selfie Example: A selfie video of a travel blogger exploring a bustling Tokyo street market. 
She's wearing a vintage denim jacket and has excitement in her eyes. The afternoon sun creates beautiful 
shadows between the vendor stalls. She's sampling different street foods while talking, occasionally 
looking into the camera before turning to point at interesting stalls. The image is slightly grainy, looks very 
film-like.

The key to authentic selfie videos lies in balancing technical camera positioning with natural human behavior. 
Include subtle imperfections like slight camera shake or momentary focus adjustments to enhance realism and 
avoid the overly polished look that can break immersion.



Generating Video Variation and 
Uniqueness

Unlike image generation models, Veo 3 tends to produce remarkably similar 
videos when given identical simple prompts. This consistency can be 
beneficial for character continuity but becomes problematic when you need 
creative variation across multiple generations.

The solution lies in prompt elaboration rather than repetition. Each variation 
should introduce new contextual elements, emotional nuances, or 
environmental details that guide Veo 3 toward different creative 
interpretations of your core concept.

1

Basic Prompt
"A woman laughs" - produces generic, 

similar results across multiple 
generations

2

Contextual Variation
"A woman laughs long and loudly, she's 

in an office meeting and she's 
embarrassed afterwards" - adds social 

context

3

Environmental Variation
"A woman laughs quietly, she's at home 
watching a TV show" - changes setting 

and intensity

4

Emotional Variation
"A woman tries to suppress her laughter 

during a serious conversation" - 
introduces conflict and tension

Each variation maintains the core action while introducing unique elements that dramatically alter the final video. 
This approach ensures you receive diverse outputs that serve different narrative purposes or emotional contexts 
within your project.



Character Consistency Strategies
Maintaining consistent character appearance across multiple video generations presents unique challenges in AI 
video creation. Character consistency directly impacts storytelling effectiveness and viewer immersion, making it 
crucial for any multi-scene project or series content.

Image-to-Video 
Method
The most reliable approach uses 
reference images as starting 
points. Upload character photos 
to guide Veo 3's interpretation, 
ensuring consistent facial 
features, clothing, and overall 
appearance across generations.

Detailed Text 
Descriptions
When reference images aren't 
available, create comprehensive 
character descriptions including 
age, hair color/style, distinctive 
features, clothing, and 
accessories. Veo 3's consistency 
improves with identical detailed 
prompts.

Character Naming 
Strategy
Assign specific names to 
characters and use them 
consistently. "John, a man in his 
40s with short brown hair, 
wearing a blue jacket and 
glasses" creates stronger 
character association than 
generic descriptions.

Consistency Example: John, a man in his 40s with short brown hair, wearing a blue jacket and glasses, 
looking thoughtful, he says: Hello, I am also John, and I look kind of the same as that guy over there (no 
subtitles!). He is in a bright light room.

Character consistency requires balancing detailed descriptions with scene-specific requirements. Maintain core 
identifying features while allowing for natural variations in lighting, expression, and environmental context that 
enhance believability rather than creating uncanny uniformity.



Advanced Flow Features Overview
Start and End Frame Control
Upload specific start and end frames to guide 
Veo 3 in creating smooth visual transitions. This 
feature is essential for maintaining continuity in 
complex sequences or when matching existing 
footage elements.

Extend Functionality
Uses the current or final frame as the starting 
point for video continuation, allowing you to 
build longer sequences while maintaining visual 
and narrative coherence throughout extended 
scenes.

Jump To Feature
Extracts established characters and generates 
new videos placing them in entirely different 
scenes or contexts while preserving their 
appearance and characteristics for storytelling 
flexibility.

Ingredients to Video
Upload multiple reference images including 
characters, objects, and scenes for concurrent 
video generation. This premium feature (Ultra 
users, $250/month) enables complex scene 
composition with multiple elements.

These advanced features transform Veo 3 from a single-shot generator into a comprehensive video production 
tool. Understanding when and how to implement each feature dramatically expands your creative possibilities and 
production efficiency.



Audio Integration Fundamentals
Veo 3's integrated audio generation represents a revolutionary advancement in AI video creation. Unlike traditional 
workflows requiring separate audio production and synchronization, Veo 3 seamlessly generates dialogue, sound 
effects, and background music that perfectly matches the visual content.

Effective audio prompting requires understanding Veo 3's strengths and limitations. The model excels at natural 
speech patterns, environmental sounds, and musical accompaniment but requires specific techniques to achieve 
optimal results. Audio quality directly impacts viewer engagement, making proper audio prompting as crucial as 
visual elements.

Dialogue Generation
Natural speech with proper lip-
sync, emotional inflection, and 
character-appropriate vocal 
characteristics

Sound Effects
Environmental audio, object 
interactions, and atmospheric 
sounds that enhance scene 
realism

Musical Scoring
Background music that 
complements mood, pacing, and 
emotional tone of visual content

The 8-second video duration constraint requires careful balance between dialogue complexity and speech 
naturalness. Too much text forces unnaturally fast delivery, while too little may result in awkward silences or 
incomplete thoughts. Mastering this balance separates amateur content from professional-quality productions.



Dialogue Generation Techniques
Optimal Dialogue Length

The 8-second video constraint demands precise dialogue 
calibration. Too much text creates unnaturally rushed speech 
patterns that break immersion and reduce comprehension. Too 
little text results in awkward pauses or incomplete thoughts that 
waste the available timeframe.

Too Long Example: "You have given me a really long 
prompt, and I have to speak very quickly and unnaturally to 
try and fit all these words into just 8 seconds, I'm going to 
be out of breath at the end of this, phew."

Optimal Length: "Hello, I'm John, and this is my favorite 
coffee shop in the city."

Count approximately 15-20 words for natural 8-second delivery. 
This range allows for emotional inflection, natural pauses, and clear 
articulation without rushing. Consider the character's speaking 
style and emotional state when determining exact word count.

Practice reading your dialogue aloud at a 
natural pace before finalizing prompts. 
This simple test reveals whether your text 
fits comfortably within the time constraint 
while maintaining authentic speech 
patterns.

Dialogue Formatting Rules

Place dialogue after an English colon (:) rather than quotation marks ("")

Include "no subtitles" instruction to prevent unwanted text overlays

Specify accent or vocal characteristics when relevant to character

Balance dialogue with visual action to maintain engagement



AI-Determined Dialogue Strategy
Rather than writing specific dialogue, you can provide general objectives for Veo 3 to create more natural, 
contextually appropriate speech. This approach often produces more authentic conversations than scripted 
alternatives, particularly for scenarios requiring improvisation or casual interaction.

Comedy and Entertainment
"A standup comic tells a joke" - Veo 3 generates 
appropriate humor with natural timing and 
delivery suitable for the character and setting

Conversational Scenarios
"Two people discuss a movie" - Creates realistic 
dialogue with natural interruptions, agreements, 
and character-specific opinions

Emotional Contexts
"A man is having an argument over the phone" - 
Generates appropriate tension, emotional 
escalation, and realistic conflict dialogue

Narrative Storytelling
"A woman tells us her life story" - Creates 
personal, reflective dialogue with appropriate 
pacing and emotional depth

AI-determined dialogue works best for scenarios where natural conversation flow matters more than specific 
information delivery. This technique is particularly effective for character development, emotional scenes, and 
situations where authenticity outweighs precise messaging.

Combine AI-determined dialogue with specific character descriptions to guide tone and personality while 
maintaining conversational naturalness. For example: "A cheerful barista tells a customer about today's 
special coffee blend."



Multilingual Audio Considerations

1

English (Primary)
Native language support with full 

feature access, natural speech patterns, 
and optimal lip-sync accuracy

2

Chinese (Pinyin)
Flow platform requires English prompts; 

use Pinyin with Mandarin instructions 
for limited Chinese audio

3

Gemini Integration
Supports multi-language prompts but 
Veo 3 Fast's non-English audio quality 

remains suboptimal

4

Alternative Solutions
For high-quality Chinese speech 
generation, consider specialized 

models like Ji Meng

Current multilingual limitations reflect Veo 3's development priorities and training data distribution. While English 
content receives full feature support, other languages require workarounds that may compromise audio quality or 
natural speech patterns.

When working with non-English content, test multiple approaches including phonetic spelling, cultural context 
adaptation, and alternative AI models to achieve acceptable results. Consider your audience's language 
preferences and quality expectations when choosing between Veo 3 and specialized regional models.

Current Limitations

Inconsistent pronunciation accuracy

Limited emotional inflection range

Platform-specific restrictions

Varying lip-sync quality

Recommended Alternatives

Ji Meng for Chinese content

Regional AI models when available

Post-production audio replacement

English content with subtitles



Preventing Unwanted Subtitles
Veo 3 occasionally generates automatic subtitles that can interfere with your creative vision or professional 
presentation requirements. These unwanted text overlays appear unpredictably and can diminish video quality, 
particularly for content intended for social media or professional presentations.

Colon Formatting
Place dialogue after an English 
colon (:) rather than quotation 
marks (""). This formatting 
signals Veo 3 to treat text as 
direct speech rather than 
quoted material requiring 
subtitles.

Explicit Instructions
Include "no subtitles" directly in 
your prompt. While not 100% 
effective, this instruction 
significantly reduces subtitle 
generation frequency.

Natural Speech Context
Frame dialogue as natural 
conversation rather than formal 
presentation. Conversational 
contexts reduce subtitle 
generation compared to 
instructional or announcement 
formats.

Correct Format: John, a professional presenter, looks directly at the camera and says: Welcome to our 
product demonstration, where we'll show you innovative solutions (no subtitles).

Problematic Format: John says "Welcome to our product demonstration" while presenting to the camera.

Combine both techniques for maximum effectiveness. The colon format plus explicit "no subtitles" instruction 
provides the strongest defense against unwanted text overlays while maintaining natural dialogue flow and 
professional presentation quality.



Music and Sound Design Mastery
Veo 3's integrated music generation capability transforms video 
production by eliminating the need for separate audio sourcing, 
licensing concerns, and synchronization challenges. The AI creates 
original compositions that perfectly match your video's mood, 
pacing, and emotional arc.

Effective music prompting requires understanding how to 
communicate musical concepts in text format. Veo 3 responds well 
to both specific technical instructions and general creative 
directions, allowing flexibility based on your musical knowledge 
and creative preferences.

Balance specific musical direction with creative freedom for Veo 3's interpretation. Overly restrictive prompts may 
produce mechanical results, while vague directions might not achieve your desired emotional impact. Test 
different approaches to find the optimal balance for your creative style.

Genre Specification
Jazz, classical, electronic, folk, or 

rock - specify musical style to 
guide compositional approach 

and instrumentation

Tempo and Energy
Slow and contemplative, upbeat 
and energetic, or dramatic and 
building - define rhythmic 
character

Instrumentation
Piano solo, full orchestra, 
acoustic guitar, or synthesizer - 
specify desired instruments for 
authentic sound

Emotional Tone
Melancholic, triumphant, 
mysterious, or peaceful - 
communicate the feeling the 
music should evoke

Dynamic Range
Soft background ambiance or 

prominent musical feature - 
specify how the music relates to 

other audio elements



Common Prompting Mistakes to Avoid

Vague Subject 
Descriptions
Generic terms like "a person" or 
"someone" provide insufficient 
guidance for character 
generation. Always specify age, 
appearance, clothing, and 
distinctive features for 
consistent results.

Conflicting Style 
Instructions
Mixing multiple artistic styles 
within one prompt creates 
inconsistent results. Choose 
one primary style and maintain 
it throughout your prompt for 
coherent output.

Overcomplicated 
Camera Movement
Multiple simultaneous camera 
movements often produce 
jarring or unrealistic motion. 
Focus on one primary 
movement technique per 
prompt for smoother results.

Inappropriate Dialogue 
Length
Ignoring the 8-second 
constraint leads to rushed 
speech or awkward silences. 
Always calibrate dialogue 
length to fit naturally within the 
time limitation.

Missing Environmental 
Context
Failing to specify location, 
lighting, and atmospheric 
details leaves too much to 
interpretation, often resulting 
in generic or inappropriate 
settings.

These common errors reflect misunderstanding of how Veo 3 interprets prompts and generates content. Each 
mistake represents a missed opportunity to guide the AI toward your creative vision. Recognizing and avoiding 
these pitfalls dramatically improves your success rate and output quality.

Professional prompt engineering requires balancing specificity with creative freedom, technical precision with 
artistic vision, and detailed instruction with natural language flow. Master these fundamentals before attempting 
advanced techniques.



Advanced Production Workflows

Pre-Production Planning
Develop detailed shot lists, character descriptions, and dialogue scripts before prompt creation. This 
preparation ensures consistency and efficiency throughout the generation process.

Iterative Generation
Generate multiple versions of key scenes with slight prompt variations. This approach provides options 
for editing and ensures you capture the optimal performance and visual quality.

Post-Production Integration
Use generated videos as primary footage, secondary B-roll, or background elements in larger 
productions. Veo 3 content integrates seamlessly with traditional video editing workflows.

Quality Control Process
Establish review criteria for technical quality, narrative coherence, and brand alignment. Systematic 
evaluation ensures consistent output standards across all generated content.

Professional workflows maximize Veo 3's capabilities while maintaining creative control and production standards. 
Integrate AI generation with traditional production techniques rather than replacing them entirely. This hybrid 
approach leverages the best of both methodologies.

Document successful prompts and techniques for future reference. Building a personal prompt library accelerates 
future projects and ensures consistent quality across different content types and client requirements.



Troubleshooting and Optimization
Common Issues and Solutions

Issue Solution

Inconsistent 
character 
appearance

Use reference images or 
extremely detailed 
descriptions

Unnatural 
dialogue delivery

Reduce word count or 
simplify sentence structure

Generic visual 
style

Specify artistic style early in 
prompt

Poor audio-visual 
sync

Simplify simultaneous 
actions during speech

Unwanted 
subtitles

Use colon format and "no 
subtitles" instruction

Performance Optimization

Prompt Length: Aim for 150-300 words for optimal 
balance

Generation Time: Complex prompts may require 
longer processing

Cost Management: Plan generations carefully due 
to premium pricing

Quality Settings: Use highest quality for final 
productions

Batch Processing: Generate multiple variations 
simultaneously

01

Analyze Output Quality
Review each generation for 
technical issues, narrative 
coherence, and alignment with 
creative vision

02

Identify Improvement 
Areas
Note specific elements requiring 
adjustment: character consistency, 
audio quality, or visual style

03

Refine Prompt Structure
Adjust problematic sections while 
maintaining successful elements 
from previous attempts

04

Test Incremental Changes
Make small modifications rather than complete rewrites 
to isolate effective improvements

05

Document Successful Patterns
Record effective prompt structures and techniques for 
future reference and consistency

Systematic troubleshooting accelerates skill development and improves success rates. Each generation provides 
learning opportunities that inform future prompting decisions and creative strategies.



Mastering the Future of Video Creation

10x
Faster Production

Reduce traditional video production 
timelines from weeks to hours

90%
Cost Reduction

Eliminate location, talent, and 
equipment costs for most content 

types

∞
Creative Freedom

Generate any concept imaginable 
without physical constraints

Veo 3 represents a paradigm shift in video content creation, democratizing access to professional-quality 
production capabilities. The techniques covered in this guide provide the foundation for leveraging this 
revolutionary technology effectively, but true mastery comes through consistent practice and creative 
experimentation.

The future of video creation belongs to creators who understand both the artistic principles of visual storytelling 
and the technical nuances of AI prompt engineering. By mastering these dual competencies, you position yourself 
at the forefront of a rapidly evolving creative landscape.

Continue Learning
Technology evolves rapidly - stay updated with new 
features, techniques, and best practices

Experiment Boldly
Push creative boundaries and test unconventional 
approaches to discover unique possibilities

Build Your Library
Document successful prompts, techniques, and 
workflows for consistent future results

Share Knowledge
Contribute to the growing community of AI video 
creators through collaboration and knowledge 
sharing

The only limit to your creative vision is the precision of your prompts. Master the art, and transform the impossible 
into reality.



Thank You for Reading!
We hope you've found this playbook "The Little Red Book of Veo 3 Prompts," authored by Subsmart.in, incredibly 
valuable for mastering the future of video creation.

As a special thank you, the powerful "Google AI Plan with Veo3" is available now at Subsmart at a steal price. 
Unleash the full potential of Veo 3 and elevate your video production by visiting 
https://www.subsmart.in/product/google-one-storage-ai-pro/.

https://www.subsmart.in/product/google-one-storage-ai-pro/

