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Pheasant Rearing
As we enter the fall season, the pheasants are growing as fast as the weeds in the pens!  The rainy 
weather plagued our Wednesday work nights week a�er week this year.  It also created a 
challenging environment for accomplishing all the tasks that were scheduled.  We have made 
sa�sfactory progress all things considered and hope to wrap up flight pen #2 as the weather cools.  
Despite Mother Nature doing her best to stop us, the great crew helped get these birds from �ny 
day-old chicks to the teenage phase they are currently in.  Nearing the end of August the birds are 
maturing well.  The hens look like small versions of mature adults, and the roosters have started to 
grow their colorful plumage.  In the coming weeks, their tails will lengthen, and they will finish 
growing all the colorful feathers that we all recognize.  We are excited for October and the 
upcoming release season, it will be here before we know it! Thanks to the numerous member 
volunteers that help make this happen and to clubs support!! 



The Mauston High School Outdoor Education Class helped to plant trees and shrubs next to and along the structures that were installed.

Banquet Date: March 1, 2025

REGISTRATION DUE BY FEBRUARY 15, 2025 - NO EXCEPTIONS.

Youth Report
In late April as usual, we held our Free Kid’s Day Event.  Approximately 65 kids and their 
chaperones a�ended the Lemonweir Farm.   The kids rotated through archery, BB guns, fishing, 
pollinator plan�ng, tree plan�ng and care, shed antler hunt and bird house building.  Each 
par�cipant got to take home a fishing pole, Balsam Fir tree, a shed antler (if they found one) and 
lastly a bird house.  For a change the weather was coopera�ve.

In early May, the Mauston high school wildlife class helped put on tree protectors on the swamp 
white oak that we planted earlier.  They also toured the habitat on the Lemonweir Farm learning 
about the benefits to wildlife an our natural resources.  

Hunter Safety Course
A�er a long hiatus, we were able to host a hunters’ safety course this August.  With the help of the 
following cer�fied instructors that are members of ODF: Bob Nicksic (lead), John Morris, Dave 
Pharo, Randy Schwerin, Sco� Baum and Jeff Scully.  28 individuals completed the course that was 
held at the Lemonwier Farm with the field day hosted by New Lisbon Sports Club.

The plan is to con�nue this next year and to provide one yearly.  Sign up is done through the WI 
DNR website and we will announce when available to do so on our Facebook Page and Website. 



Juneau County Men's Shed
2024 was a very exci�ng year for the Juneau 
County Men's Shed. A�endance con�nued to 
grow with an average of 65 a�endees each 
month, the speakers have provided an incredible 
amount of educa�on on various topics and social 
connec�ons and engagement are proven to be 
made amongst a�endees. As the Juneau County 
Men's Shed has gained recogni�on over the last 
couple of years, 2024 was proven to be a 
significant year as many state agencies a�ended 
Shed events, but also have began to develop 
ways to capture the necessary data to support 
why the Shed Movement is beneficial, how 
others can replicate the Juneau County Men's 
Shed and poten�ally u�lize the data to help 
assist in future financial support. The Aging and 
D i s a b i l i t y  Re s o u rc e  C e nte r  h a s  g re at 
apprecia�on for the ongoing and growing 
partnership with Outdoors Forever and Juneau 
Count Land and Water. For ques�ons regarding 
The Shed, contact Abby at the ADRC at 608-847-
9371.

Pheasant Pens
As the year draws to a close I'd like to reflect on the great year we have had at the pheasant pens. This year 
we had an amazing crew of volunteers who showed up to help consistently. With driven helpers we 
accomplished a couple major upgrades at the pens by pu�ng up new flight ne�ng on 2 of the 4 pens. 
Many new supports were put in to replace old and broken ones helping create a much be�er founda�on 
for the birds. These tasks were accomplished on top of the rou�ne maintenance that s�ll occurred. The 
effort put in paid off as we successfully raised a healthy flock of pheasants. We lost some birds to 
preda�on, but overall had a pre�y good year. The birds faired well considering the poor weather we had 
while they were young. This fall we accomplished 4 releases which maintained birds on the landscape 
throughout the fall. I would like to thank the club and all members for the con�nued support in this great 
program. I thoroughly enjoy mee�ng new hunters out chasing the birds and seeing the opportunity this 
group provides to the community. Happy holidays! 
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Banquet News
The Banquet will be held on March 1, 2025, at the 
New Lisbon Community Center.  We will have a 
couple of NEW Raffles, watch for informa�on on 
this on the Website under the Banquet/Raffle 
page.

Only one change: The $100 and $200 Envelopes 
can only be purchased by Check or Cash, this is 
accordance with Wisconsin law.  You may 
purchase if you are filling out the fillable forms on 
the website or in this newsle�er.  If you plan on 
purchasing your �cket(s) on line, you will be able 
to reserve your envelopes and pay for them by 
check or cash at the banquet.  All envelopes will 
be distributed at the banquet.

We accept dona�on for the banquet such as gi� 
cer�ficate, prints and guns (must be new in the 
box w/manual and accessories).  Please contact 
Jenn Ri�enhouse at od�anquet@gmail.com or 
John Soderholm at
outdoorsforeverclub@gmail.com.

Trout program
On August 7th, the DNR and Juneau County 
Land & Water shocked the One Mile Creek on 
Outdoors Forever property on Duffy Road.  
Many trout were measured with the largest 
being 13.7 inches long.  A�er many years of 
work on this por�on of the stream the DNR is 
going to classify this part as a Class A trout 
stream.

O n  A p r i l  2 4 ,  M e ye r  Ro a d  re c e i ve d 
approximately 475 Rainbow Trout that were 
purchased by ODF.  This is different than years 
past as we partnered with WI DNR to raise 
and release Brown Trout.  This trout program 
was discon�nued by the DNR due to 
budgetary concerns.

Facebook & Website
Our Facebook followers con�nue to grow to almost 1200 followers.  Website visits place us in the 
top ten percent of conserva�on type websites.  Thanks to all of you.  Our Facebook page will 
con�nue to be our medium to announce events with the webpage backing that up on the 
upcoming events area on the home page.  The website will have more expanded stories on given 
topics.  Please use these tools to stay in touch if you cannot a�end the mee�ngs.
Facebook: outdoorsforeverclub
Website: www.outdoorsforeverclub.com
 

Ar�cle and photo courtesy of Dave Laridaen
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Long Tern Planning Report
LTP’s most recent project was presen�ng a Member Survey at the annual banquet in March.  Our goal was 
to get feedback from as much of the membership as possible on various subjects, as well as invite 
construc�ve comments and ques�ons from members.  Included in this newsle�er is a summary of the 
responses to the ques�ons.  We invite you to review the results and we welcome any addi�onal 
comments you may have as a member a�er reviewing these results.

The summary of the results is as follows:
Ÿ The pheasant raising program, the annual banquet, and sponsoring youth ac�vi�es con�nue to be the 

top priori�es for members filling out the survey.
Ÿ The vast majority of surveys indicated that purchasing more property, assuming proper loca�on and 

price, is a good idea.
Ÿ Every survey respondent was in favor of learning to hunt educa�on opportuni�es. 
Ÿ On the educa�on front, there was also a large majority of surveys that supported more hunter 

educa�on targeted directly toward women with handgun and rifle being the lead subjects to offer.

We also received other comments and ideas that will be discussed and considered as we move forward as 
a club.  

Thank you to those who filled out the surveys!  Your feedback is important in the Club to con�nue to 
operate and plan into the future.  The survey results and hopefully some ac�on plans on some of these 
subjects will be discussed at future Board Mee�ngs.

ODF Survey - Spring 2025 - Total of 97 Surveys Collected

Ques�on 1:  Please rank the following items in order of importance regarding you being a member of the 
ODF Club. (1 most important, 7 least important)

Rank    1 2 3 Total of top 3   4 5 6           7
Annual Banquet  20 17 11  48  19 6 15        0

Pheasant Raising 
Hun�ng   35 14 10  59  2 18 3           3

Hun�ng Other 
Than Pheasants   6 15 16  37  11 14 15        4

Fishing on 
Club Proper�es  6 14 20  40  11 17 14          2

Hike/Canoe/Kayak  7 14 14  35  18 17 14        2

Youth Ac�vi�es  27 12 9  48  15 12 10         0

Other filled in with highest rank - Men’s Shed, Conserva�on/Community/Great Club, Fellowship/Social 
Interac�on 
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The Learning Center New Building Construc�on
Juneau County Ourdoors Forever Conserva�on Club is excited to announce the groundbreaking of 
a new building on their Co. Rd. N farm.  The facility will be used by Outdoors Forever as an outdoor 
educa�on center, and Juneau County Aging & Disability Resource Center (ADRC) for their “Men’s 
Shed” program.

This community project is a collabora�on between Juneau County ADRC and Outdoors Forever, 
with par�al support from a Wisconsin Department of Health Services Social Isola�on Grant.  To 
learn more about the Men’s Shed  Program, call ADRC at 608-847-9371.

The 48’x92’ structure is expected to be complete by the end of 2025.  Follow the construc�on 
progress on the Outdoors Forever Facebook page, or Outdoors Forever’s website: 
outdoorforeverclub.com. Monetary dona�ons may be mailed to: Outdoors Forever, P.O. Box 361, 
Mauston, WI, 53948, with memo “Learning Center”.

Ques�on 2:  Do you use ODF property too: (check all that apply)
   Pheasant Hun�ng - 54
   Fishing - 36
   Hiking - 31
   Other hun�ng - 23
   Canoeing/Boa�ng/Kyaking - 16
   No Response - 11
   Other - Educa�on Events - 1
        Men’s Shed - 2

Ques�on 3: Assuming proper loca�on and price made sense, would you be in favor of ODF purchasing 
more recrea�onal property?
   Yes - 92        No - 1
   
Ques�on 4:  Would you like to see ODF sponsor more learning to hunt educa�on opportuni�es? 
(i.e. Turkey, Deer, Archery, Duck, Trapping)
   Yes - 94       No - 0
 
Ques�on 5:  Would you or someone you know be interested in Woman in the Outdoors hun�ng educa�on 
opportuni�es?  If so, please check all that you think might apply below:
   Handgun - 43
   Rifle - 35
   Compound Bow - 34
   Shotgun - 32
   Crossbow - 23

Ques�on 6:  Is there any par�cular issue that you like to see the club address or change?
(Individual comments below.)
   Want a gun safety program for those that win guns
   Bigger gathering area for Banquet - 2
   Increase Member price
   More prizes for Banquet
   Label property boundaries - 2
   Expand focus beyond Pheasant/Birds - (Deer, Bear, Predators)

Ques�on 7:  Please share something that you would like the club to offer or improve on.
   More youth projects - 4
   More female prizes - 3
   Purchase addi�onal lands - 2 
   Improve/more pheasants - 3
   Con�nue working on invasive shrubs
   Improve shoo�ng lanes on hun�ng proper�es (mow lanes?)
   Beginner adult hun�ng classes
   Give warning before closing Banquet games are closed
   Don’t sell raffle �ckets right before drawing - takes too long.



Larson Road Property Plan�ng  Status
On December 6th Outdoors forever planted 16.6 acres of na�ve prairie grasses on the Larson road 
property. In addi�on to the na�ve prairie grasses 4 acres will be planted in food plots in the spring of 
2025.  Anyone willing to help please let us know at the February mee�ng.

The New “Learning Center”
Our new clubhouse is star�ng to take shape as it was started back in 2024 and is op�mis�c of 
comple�on some�me in the future.  The outside shell has been erected, and the inside walls are in 
the process of being completed by Rick Hoffman and Jeff Scully.  Dave Laridaen has been busy 
securing building materials such as doors and insula�on.  Soon we will start to see other 
subcontractors begin their work.  If you are interested in dona�ng �me and / or money to this 
ongoing effort, please reach out to Dave Laridean at 608-567-1071.

Habitat Improvements
This Spring members Glen Priest, Dave Laridaen, John Morris, Dave Anderson and Tom Jodarski 
planted 300 swamp white oak on the Lemonweir Farm as a part of our CSP contract with NRCS. In 
addi�on to this, Glenn Priest, Jeff Scully and Dave Laridaen are preparing a one and half acre 
pollinator patch across the road from the clubhouse (southside of N) to be planted later this fall.

We con�nue to maintain our other property plan�ng in accordance with prac�ces in place on CRP 
plan�ngs and tree harves�ng to be scheduled down the road.
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Board of Directors Contact Informa�onDuffy Road Trout Stream Project Update

On March 6, 2024 Jennifer Bergman and Dus�n Ladd from the DNR met with Dave Puhl, Dave Laridaen, Paul Brown 
and Jeff Scully from ODF at the Duffy Road property and discussed some of the concerns of the two groups with the 
project.  A�er great collabora�on and a bit of nego�a�on we came together to move the project forward, deciding 
that we need to build at least 2 more wood structures and 2 more rock ripples in the stream and remove the beaver 
dams and poten�ally the beaver den.  In the early months of summer we should see some progress and hopefully 
the comple�on of this project.  In the end we may have some shrubs and shorter trees along the stream bank for 
erosion control and stream temperature stabiliza�on. Below are some pictures of one of at lease 5 unlucky 
beavers that we evicted and collabora�on photos of the group walking the stream.  You might not see them in the 
pictures but yes there were trout in the stream!!
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Paul Brown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . President
Dave Pharo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vice President
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Deb Priest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Treasurer
Derek Brown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Director
Dennis Hazel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Director
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ODF COMMITTEES           CHAIRS
  1. Youth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tom Jodarski/Jim Bires
  2. Club House . . . . . . . . . . Derek Brown
  3. Pheasant . . . . . . . . . . . Corbin Czyscon
  4. Banquet . . . . . . . . . . . . Jenn Ri�enhouse
  5. Habitat. . . . . . . . . . . . . Tom Jodarski
  6. Signs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tom Heindl
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  9. Trout & Memorial . . . . . Dave Puhl
10. Audit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Pharo
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If you want to help or have an idea for a project contact the commi�ee Chair.

Watch our Facebook page or website 
for important updates!
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