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Pheasant Rearing

As the crisp frosty mornings become more prevalent some of you may be enjoying the banter of 
pheasant cackles amongst the prairie grass.  I would like to again thank the membership for the 
con�nued support to the pheasant program. It was another successful year despite the 
challenging weather.  Birds were healthy and grew wonderful 
plumage.  We are not over the peak of pheasant season and 
sliding towards winter and season close.  We hope you all found 
some �me to enjoy watching these majes�c birds out on the 
landscape.  If you haven’t taken in the sites yet, there is s�ll 
�me.  Over the years we have been ge�ng a number of reports 
of birds surviving the winter 
and maybe even a few having 
s p r i n g  b ro o d s !   T h a t  i s 
encouraging news, and we will 
con�nue to put the most 
healthy birds we can on the 
landscape while con�nuously 
looking for opportuni�es to 
improve habitat.  I’d like to give 
a special thanks to the crew 
who persisted through the 
weather this year volunteering 
their �me to maintain the 
pheasant pens.  This program 
wouldn’t be possible without 
t h e  d e d i cate d  m e m b e rs 
pu�ng �me in to raise these 
unique birds.  Have a great 
winter!



Youth Report
In late April as usual, we held our Free Kid’s Day Event.  Approximately 65 kids and their 
chaperones a�ended the Lemonweir Farm.   The kids rotated through archery, BB guns, fishing, 
pollinator plan�ng, tree plan�ng and care, shed antler hunt and bird house building.  Each 
par�cipant got to take home a fishing pole, Balsam Fir tree, a shed antler (if they found one) and 
lastly a bird house.  For a change the weather was coopera�ve.

In early May, the Mauston high school wildlife class helped put on tree protectors on the swamp 
white oak that we planted earlier.  They also toured the habitat on the Lemonweir Farm learning 
about the benefits to wildlife an our natural resources.  

LUCKY 3 Drawing

Grand Prize: Retail Value over $10,000.00
2025 CFMOTO CFORCE 400 ATV in Green, Beavertail Xpress 15 ATV trailer (u�lity), 2 man ladder 
stand, waterfowl decoy package, turkey decoy package, pop up blind and more

Second Place Prize: CZ Teal Over/Under 12 Gauge Shotgun

Third Place Prize: Ye� Tundra 45 Cooler

Only 150 �ckets to be sold for $100.00 each.  Tickets will be at Jay’s Power Center with more 
announced on our Website and Facebook page.  Drawing will be held at the Annual Banquet, 
March 7, 2026, at the New Lisbon Community Center around 7pm.  Wisconsin Raffle License 
#R0010680-A-21859.

8 Gun Raffle is Back!

Ticket loca�ons will be available on our website and announced on our Facebook page.



 @ $1,000.00

Pheasant Pens
As the year draws to a close I'd like to reflect on the great year we have had at the pheasant pens. 
This year we had an amazing crew of volunteers who showed up to help consistently. With driven 
helpers we accomplished a couple major upgrades at the pens by pu�ng up new flight ne�ng on 
2 of the 4 pens. Many new supports were put in to replace old and broken ones helping create a 
much be�er founda�on for the birds. These tasks were accomplished on top of the rou�ne 
maintenance that s�ll occurred. The effort put in paid off as we successfully raised a healthy flock 
of pheasants. We lost some birds to preda�on, but overall had a pre�y good year. The birds faired 
well considering the poor weather we had while they were young. This fall we accomplished 4 
releases which maintained birds on the landscape throughout the fall. I would like to thank the 
club and all members for the con�nued support in this great program. I thoroughly enjoy mee�ng 
new hunters out chasing the birds and seeing the opportunity this group provides to the 
community. Happy holidays! 
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Membership Dues Structure & New Op�on

Dues Increase: It’s Time.

There aren’t many items that haven’t gone up in price since 1987 except for the annual dues to 
belong to the OF Club. Back in 1987, gas was $.75 / gallon, a dozen eggs were $.78 (go figure, I’d 
think it’s a bit harder to make a gallon of gas than produce a dozen eggs...I digress) and annual dues 
to belong to the premier local conserva�on group was only $25.00 / person and $40.00 / couple.

This last summer at the annual mee�ng, with the support of the board and the 2 following general 
membership mee�ngs, we have decided to increase the OF Club dues to $40.00 / person and 
$70.00 / couple and the addi�on of a $1,000.00 life�me membership.  These changes will be 
reflected in the 2026 membership applica�on.  The OF Board is interested in your opinion and 
construc�ve feedback, please feel free to reach out and share your ideas and / or any concerns you 
may have.

Banquet 2026

The 40th Annual Outdoors Forever Banquet will be held on March 7th, 2026 at the New Lisbon 
Community Center.  This year we were able to hold the line on costs, and the will remain the same 
as last year.  Social Hour begins at 4:30 PM un�l 6:30 PM with dinner star�ng then.  We will be 
using the same caterers as last year and will have prime rib for the adult meal and hamburgers and 
mac & cheese for the Junior Members.

Due to Wisconsin raffle regula�ons, we will not be able to sell the envelopes by credit card.  You 
will be able to reserve your $100 or $200 envelopes on the registra�on form or online and pay for 
them at the registra�on booth. We will accept cash or check.

We have new members on the Banquet Commi�ee so you will see some changes to the raffles 
making this banquet bigger and be�er!  If you would like to donate help and / or donate to the 
banquet, contact Jenn Ri�enhouse at od�anquet@gmail.com

www.outdoorsforeverclub.com
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2026 BANQUET REGISTRATION

Life�me Membership ________ @ $1,000.00
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The Learning Center New Building Construc�on
Juneau County Ourdoors Forever Conserva�on Club is excited to announce the groundbreaking of 
a new building on their Co. Rd. N farm.  The facility will be used by Outdoors Forever as an outdoor 
educa�on center, and Juneau County Aging & Disability Resource Center (ADRC) for their “Men’s 
Shed” program.

This community project is a collabora�on between Juneau County ADRC and Outdoors Forever, 
with par�al support from a Wisconsin Department of Health Services Social Isola�on Grant.  To 
learn more about the Men’s Shed  Program, call ADRC at 608-847-9371.

The 48’x92’ structure is expected to be complete by the end of 2025.  Follow the construc�on 
progress on the Outdoors Forever Facebook page, or Outdoors Forever’s website: 
outdoorforeverclub.com. Monetary dona�ons may be mailed to: Outdoors Forever, P.O. Box 361, 
Mauston, WI, 53948, with memo “Learning Center”.

Membership Dues Structure & New Op�on

Dues Increase: It’s Time.

There aren’t many items that haven’t gone up in price since 1987 except for the annual dues to 
belong to the OF Club. Back in 1987, gas was $.75 / gallon, a dozen eggs were $.78 (go figure, I’d 
think it’s a bit harder to make a gallon of gas than produce a dozen eggs...I digress) and annual dues 
to belong to the premier local conserva�on group was only $25.00 / person and $40.00 / couple.

This last summer at the annual mee�ng, with the support of the board and the 2 following general 
membership mee�ngs, we have decided to increase the OF Club dues to $40.00 / person and 
$70.00 / couple and the addi�on of a $1,000.00 life�me membership.  These changes will be 
reflected in the 2026 membership applica�on.  The OF Board is interested in your opinion and 
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may have.

Banquet 2026

The 40th Annual Outdoors Forever Banquet will be held on March 7th, 2026 at the New Lisbon 
Community Center.  This year we were able to hold the line on costs, and the will remain the same 
as last year.  Social Hour begins at 4:30 PM un�l 6:30 PM with dinner star�ng then.  We will be 
using the same caterers as last year and will have prime rib for the adult meal and hamburgers and 
mac & cheese for the Junior Members.

Due to Wisconsin raffle regula�ons, we will not be able to sell the envelopes by credit card.  You 
will be able to reserve your $100 or $200 envelopes on the registra�on form or online and pay for 
them at the registra�on booth. We will accept cash or check.

We have new members on the Banquet Commi�ee so you will see some changes to the raffles 
making this banquet bigger and be�er!  If you would like to donate help and / or donate to the 
banquet, contact Jenn Ri�enhouse at od�anquet@gmail.com
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Update on Learning Building Construc�on

The Learning Center is progressing, but at a slower pace than an�cipated.  We are very grateful for 
the talented volunteer help and guidance, thus far.

Exterior walls have been foam sprayed by ED Insula�on, Sparta.  The foam insula�on will help 
keep the building �ght from bugs, rodents, and extreme weather.  The next phase of insula�ng 
walls is “bibbing” (blown-in ba�ng).  Later, ceiling insula�on will be installed.

The interior stud walls for restrooms, food-prep, and mechanical room have been constructed.  
Thank you to the work horse team of Jeff Scully and Ricky Hoffman for their carpentry, Phil 
Edgerton for the lumber - both outer perimeter and interior walls, and Greg Stalsberg for sheets of 
OSB.

The electrical service wires have been installed into the building and a 200 AMP breaker panel.  
The next step will be running interior wires for lights, outlets, etc.  Once this is complete, the 
remaining insula�on can be blown in.

Recently, Milestone Materials informed Dave Laridaen that Outdoors Forever has been selected 
as one of the recipients of their 2025 Big Dig Grant.  This will go toward a new parking lot.  Also, 
Meadow Valley Log Homes will donate 1640 linear feet of log siding for wainscot in the main 
mee�ng area.

If you are interested in dona�ng �me, materials, or money to our effort, or if you know a business 
willing to donate, please contact Dave Laridaen, 608-567-1071.



Board of 
Directors

PRESIDENT
Paul Brown
608-547-6995
Term Exp 2026

VICE PRESIDENT
Dave Pharo
608-547-5035 
Term Exp 2028

SECRETARY
Tom Jodarski
608-847-4979
Term Exp 2027

TREASURER
Debra Priest
608-548-1596 
Term Exp 2026

Board 
Members

Derek Brown
608-548-0556
Term Exp 2027

Taylor Finger
608-548-4358
Term Exp 2028

Dennis Hazel 
608-354-1665
Term Exp 2026

Tom Heindl
608-548-5195 
Term Exp 2028

Jeff Scully
608-666-2662
Term Exp 2027

Board of Directors Contact Informa�onDuffy Road Trout Stream Project Update

On March 6, 2024 Jennifer Bergman and Dus�n Ladd from the DNR met with Dave Puhl, Dave 
Laridaen, Paul Brown and Jeff Scully from ODF at the Duffy Road property and discussed some of 
the concerns of the two groups with the project.  A�er great collabora�on and a bit of nego�a�on 
we came together to move the project forward, deciding that we need to build at least 2 more 
wood structures and 2 more rock ripples in the stream and remove the beaver dams and 
poten�ally the beaver den.  In the early months of summer we should see some progress and 
hopefully the comple�on of this project.  In the end we may have some shrubs and shorter trees 
along the stream bank for erosion control and stream temperature stabiliza�on. Below are some 
pictures of one of at lease 5 unlucky beavers that we evicted and collabora�on photos of the 
group walking the stream.  You might not see them in the pictures but yes there were trout in the 
stream!!

www.outdoorsforeverclub.com



BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Paul Brown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . President
Dave Pharo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vice President
Tom Jodarski . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Secretary
Deb Priest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Treasurer
Derek Brown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Director
Dennis Hazel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Director
Tom Heindl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Director
Jeff Scully. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Director
Taylor Finger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Director

ODF COMMITTEES           CHAIRS
  1. Youth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tom Jodarski/Jim Bires
  2. Club House . . . . . . . . . . Derek Brown
  3. Pheasant . . . . . . . . . . . Corbin Czyscon
  4. Banquet . . . . . . . . . . . . Jenn Ri�enhouse
  5. Habitat. . . . . . . . . . . . . Tom Jodarski
  6. Signs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tom Heindl
  7. Newsle�er . . . . . . . . . .
  8. Long Term Planning. . . . . Paul Schaller
  9. Trout & Memorial . . . . . Dave Puhl
10. Audit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Pharo
11. Stewards to Sportsman. . Taylor Finger
12. Building Commi�ee . . . . Dave Laridaen

If you want to help or have an idea for a project contact the commi�ee Chair.

Watch our Facebook page or website 
for important updates!
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