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G.O.M. (Yes, he’s back) 
MAVIS’S QUIZ 

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 
EVERYTHING BUT THE MOO 

SPOTLIGHT ON ‘DAVE & KAREN POLLINGTON’ 
READERS LETTERS 

VILLAGE SHOW REPORT 

PAGEY’S PATCH & MUCH MORE                                          www.stokehammondpc.com             

VILLAGE SHOW SCARECROWS 2018 



       St LUKE’S, STOKE HAMMOND 
 
           Rector: Revd John Waller 01525 261062 

 
October 7th   11.00      Family Service Harvest Festival – Revd John Waller 

October 14th     09.00 Morning Worship – Jeremy Hopkinson 

October 21st     09.00 Holy Communion – Revd John Waller 

October 28th     09.00    Café Church – Lay Leader 

 

  PLEASE ALSO NOTE THE FOLLOWING DATES FOR COMMUNITY BREAKFASTS 

                                       AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, BRAGENHAM SIDE.  
    

 

  Saturday 13th October  08.30 – 10.30 (Last Orders) 

Saturday 10th November  08.30 – 10.30 (Last Orders) 

 

    Church Wardens: 

           Diane Webber 01525-270409 and Harry Davies 01234-822780 
 
 
 

METHODIST SERVICES 
 

Minister: Revd Donna Broadbent-Kelly 01525 240589 
 

October 7th  11.00 United Service at St Luke’s 

October 14th  11.00      service – Revd Donna Broadbent-Kelly 

October 21st           Local Arrangement  

October 28th  10.30   Combined at Stewkley Methodist Church 

  

 

Coffee Mornings 
 

 Wednesdays at 10.30 - 11.30  
(contact 01525-270287)    

 
          



                                          PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 

Before running through Parish Council News, the PC would first like to thank 
everyone involved with the Village Show, the committee, volunteers and helpers 
and the many local organisations that provide support, for putting on such a 
fabulous community event. We’ve heard nothing but positive comments and we 
understand some stallholders have already booked their places for next year. The 
committee even managed to get publicity for the show and Stoke Hammond 
through the BBC Three Counties Saturday morning ‘Treasure Quest’ show, the 
final destination being Stoke Hammond with Chris Page the Chair of the Show 
Committee giving a live radio interview as he stood cooking burgers and sausages 
on the BBQ.  

Following the Summer break your PC met on the 4th September along with ten 
members of the public, but rather disappointedly no representation from either 
of our two AVDC District Councillors or that of our BCC Councillor. Anyway, the 
meeting proceeded and as was somewhat expected, the main topic of discussion 
related to the latest planning application for the Land East of Fenny Road. The 
application 17/04457/ADP was seeking approval of reserved matters in 
connection with the previous approved application number 14/03000/AOP for 
appearance, landscaping, layout and scale of a residential development of 64 
dwellings. This new application was a revision to a previous detailed application 
against which the PC had raised several objections, some of which had been 
partially addressed, but following a lengthy debate and taking onboard comments 
raised by the attending members of the public, your PC unanimously agreed to 
object to this latest application on the following grounds: 

“This application differs significantly from the original planning permission. Most 
concerning is the change to include 3 storey houses. This is totally out of keeping 
with village vernacular; there are no other 3 storey homes in the village. This 
development overlooks Area of Attractive Landscape, designated by AVDC. This 
effectively provides a 'window' overlooking the AAL. This will be lost permanently 
to this development, if approved as it stands. Houses are turned sideways behind 
the front boundary hedge in order to fit them into the site. The site contains cul 
de sacs allowing access to homes, from a central single road. Social housing is 
grouped together, rather than being within the development as mixed tenure. 
This is bad planning practice. There is grave concern about the adequacy of 
existing foul and surface water drainage. Overall, the development is more suited 
to a town rather than village environment. The PC requests, in view of the new 
planning issues raised that this matter be returned to committee for 
determination. The PC wishes to speak at a committee meeting.”  



 

As regards other discussed planning applications 18/02550/ALB & 18/02549/APP 
for the erection of a 1.5 storey, two-bedroom dwelling with associated new 
driveway entrance and gates. Opposite and within the site of Stoke Lodge.  Your 
PC resolved to object to this application, on the grounds that a recent application 
for a garage on this site was refused and it now appears that the applicant now 
wishes to construct a house.  It also falls with the conservation area, is not in 
keeping with the listed building on this site and is out of keeping with the street 
scape and appears to be in front of the building line.  

The final application 18/02729/APP for the removal of an agricultural occupancy 
condition on Kings Farmhouse, Leighton Road, was also objected too.  Indeed, a 
similar application was also submitted last year and objected to by your PC and 
subsequently refused by AVDC.  This new application presented no new evidence, 
and thus your PC had no reason but to reiterate its previous objection. 

So, to other matters – The tree overhanging and obscuring the Pedestrian Crossing 
beacon and overhead light has been reported to AVDC as the tree sits on their 
land.  AVDC’s tree department has since reported back to the PC that the works 
should have been undertaken by the time of reading this edition of the SH News. 

You may have noticed ‘Speedwatch’ signs around the village and the MVAS being 
located near to Tyrells Manor, all in an attempt to slow the extra traffic that is 
passing through our village whilst the Bypass closures are in place.  The MVAS 
results once downloaded will probably make interesting reading as this will give 
an indication of the average speeds and the volume of extra traffic we have had 
to absorb. 

The idea of the PC running ‘Surgeries’ where you the parishioners of Stoke 
Hammond could meet and talk with your Councillors outside of the public PC 
Meeting was broached by Cllr Geoff Lane.  It was agreed that some people would 
prefer such an environment to discuss Parish matters.  So, we are looking into 
suitable dates and venues when such meetings could be held.  Two such 
possibilities are Wednesday mornings at the Methodist Church after the normal 
weekly Coffee mornings and on a Saturday morning at the Community Centre 
following the monthly Community Breakfast.  We would also look to hold a 
surgery in Newton Leys South for those residents who fall within our parish. 

Finally, plans are well advanced for Stoke Hammond to take part in the ‘Battle’s 
Over – Commemoration of the end of World War 1’.  We plan to light a Beacon on 
the village green, along with many other towns and villages throughout the UK.  
Revd John Waller will lead a short service followed by the playing of the Last Post 
before lighting the beacon at 7pm. St Luke’s plans to lay on refreshments for those 



that attend.  This all happens of course on Sunday 11th November Remembrance 
Day – more details will be announced nearer to the time. 

The next PC Meeting, will be held on the evening of Tuesday October 2nd at the 
normal Community Centre venue, starting at 7.30pm.  As always, all are welcome 
to attend. 

         Should you wish to contact your Parish Council, please do so via our clerk: 

   Sue Severn,  19 Curlew, Watermead, Bucks. HP19 0WG  01296 336575  07778 473392 

            clerk.stokehammondpc@gmail.com               www.stokehammondpc.com 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                Battle's Over  

         A Nation's Tribute 

        11 November 2018 
On 11 November 2018, the United Kingdom and its friends 
overseas will mark the day 100 years ago when the guns 
fell silent at the end of the First World War. 

            https://www.local.gov.uk/battles-over-nations-tribute-11-november-2018 



 



                                    

                                                     STUDIES 

“A study out today” 

“A survey reveals” 

“A review by students” 

“Scientists at such & such University” 

“An article published in a medical Journal” 

Any news item starting with the above phrases can probably be 
dismissed as pointless and irrelevant to the man in the street. 
The BBC seem to stumble on at least one of these each week. 

3 weeks back there was a report that after a survey of some 
twenty years it was established that no alcohol was good for you. 
It wasn’t clear whether this meant that total abstinence was good 
or if there was no single drink which was good for you. This 
second scenario suggests there might be a lot of drinks which are 
not harmful. 

This was followed by a piece published in Science magazine that 
not only did air-pollution affect asthma, lung cancer and heart 
disease but may now increase the risk of dementia. (n b we’ve all 
got to die of something). 

Today I learn that a YouGov poll reveals 1 in 5 UK adults are 
drinking more than the recommended 14 units per week. Looking 
around my friends I can only imagine: 

a) They are asking the wrong people 

b) People asked are telling fake truths 

c) I associate with the wrong people! 

As a result of this poll “Drink Aware” have suggested that the 
vulnerable middle age drinkers (30 -65! –that leaves me out) 
should have a couple of alcohol free days each week. Like that’s 
going to happen nationwide. 

And finally, all these people conducting surveys and studies, 
haven’t they got a real job? 

                    Grumpy Old Man 

 



 



 



 



                            STOKE HAMMOND BOOK CLUB 

                             

 
 
 
 
        
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

This month’s read was ‘Delilah’ by Eleanor de 
Jong.   A complete change from recent books this, 
as the name suggests, tells the story of Samson, 
hero of the Israelites and the woman, Delilah, 
paid to seduce and destroy him.  It is set in the 
Holy Land where the Israelites and Philistines are 
locked in bitter conflict.   Delilah - desirable, 
headstrong, reckless is tempted by an offer she 
can’t refuse to bring about Samson’s downfall 
and the story twists and turns throughout as she 
attempts to please everyone consequently 
causing death and destruction all around.  
 
 Whether or not this story is true to the legend or 
whether there is a certain amount of poetic 
licence is certainly a question but the 
embellished tale keeps you guessing until the 
end. 
 
Our group’s reaction was mixed.  It was readable and reminded some of a modern 
love story with twists, turns, deceit and a certain amount of graphic description of 
passion but I don’t think it could be described as one of our favourites and not one 
of us was tempted to look out for more books by this Author. 
 
Next month’s book is ‘The Children Act’ by Ian McEwan. 







 



                                      “EVERYTHING BUT THE MOO” 
Following last month’s ‘Dog Tails’ for this seventh extract from the book 
'Everything but the Moo' written by Hazel Turner's late mother Pam Murphy, we 
enter the world of ‘Things Domestic’ – Read on to find out what this actually 
entails. 
 

                                         THINGS DOMESTIC!   

Now my old rolling pin has gone and I can actually shut the kitchen drawer I feel 
rather sad. A bit like the day I threw out the tatty collection of dolls that my 
children so despised.  The drawer housed a collection of recipes as well garnered 
over nearly a quarter of a century, and once vital to my daily needs. 

When I was married, not only could I not boil the proverbial egg, I could not even 
boil a potato, and the 1912 edition of Mrs. Beaton that I had inherited from my 
mother was not much use either.  Before the war, our subterranean kitchen had 
been presided over by a series of cooks that my long-suffering step-mother 
trained from the local orphanage each rising from kitchen maid as her predecessor 
married, and we girls were not allowed to enter their holy precincts.  

Now I can not say I blame them, I do not care for people watching my culinary 
efforts, on the basis that what the eye does not see the heart does not grieve for. 
I had attended one or two haute cuisine classes, making game pie and exotic 
sweets, but these were of no use in 1945. The intermittent years had been spent 
in the services, as I have said before, learning to eat whatever was put in front of 
you. 

The collection came from every possible source, starting with Ministry of Food 
handouts as to how to make the best of reconstituted milk. The welcome given to 
a tin of that terrible stuff is ludicrous now that we could almost bath in the fresh 
product. As for re-constituted egg; the first real egg I bought I paid a shilling (5p) 
for on the black market, so a tin of powdered yellow goo was like gold dust. 

Jellied feet and pigs ears. I wonder why on earth I kept that, although the Austrian 
au pair I had in the early 1950’s to look after the children, told me the other day 
how much she had enjoyed the brawn I used to make. Though I do remember that 
Mock Goose, a recipe given in the Farmer’s Weekly in 1950 by Mrs. Arthur Webb, 
consisting of onions, potatoes and a soupcon of pigs fry was very tasty, when the 
butcher could spare a few extra bits of pig.  

I have kept Mrs. Webb’s “Know your Joint”, even though I doubt if any self 
respecting butcher would now recognise them. So many joints are covered with 
obscene material – fat.  

Rabbit brawn, using a pigs trotter and half a rabbit (use the back and leave the 



   

   
 YOU COULD ADVERTISE YOUR 
    COMPANY OR SERVICES  
 HERE FOR JUST £30 A YEAR  
          (12 EDITIONS) 
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED THEN 
          PLEASE EMAIL: 
shcommunitycentre@gmail.com 

 
   OR CALL GREG NOBLE ON  
          01525 270744   
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ORGANISATIONS THAT USE THE COMMUNITY CENTRE 

High Ash Scouts, Cubs, Beavers  
Every Thursday 17.30 - 21.30hrs  
Contact: John Till    01525 261444 Buttons Pre-School 
 Monday - Friday  
Pilates - Group Matwork Contact: 01525 270501 
Monday’s     9.25am, 10.30am & 11.45am  
                       7.10pm & 8.15pm  
Contact: Louisa Harris    07941 203589 
 

To Hire the Hall please telephone 07555 711929 
or e-mail: shcommunitycentre@gmail.com 

Bucks County Council    01296-395000 
Community Transport Co-ordinator  07729-699488 
Registrar (Births, Deaths & Marriages)  01296-382581 
Aylesbury Vale District Council   01296-585858 
Gypsy Hotline     01296-383774 
Litter Enforcement Officer   01296-585395 
Social Care Services (Emergency Duty)  01494-817750 
MK General Hospital    01908-660033 
Stoke Mandeville Hospital   01296-315000 
Luton & Dunstable Hospital   01582-491122 
SH Gardening Club (Eileen Curry)   01525 270858 
Clerk to the Parish Council   07743-355484 
Parish Council Chairman (Greg Noble)  01525-270744 
County Councillor (Janet Blake)   01525-261288 
District Councillor (Neil Blake)   01525-261288 
District Councillor (Ben Everitt)   07817-756158 
High Ash School     01525-261620 
M.P. (John Bercow)    020-7219-6346 

 

Police non-emergency number 101 

SH NEWS – ADVERTISING RATES 
For 12 editions:  FULL Page - £85.00  HALF Page - £50.00  QUARTER Page - £30.00 

To upgrade to full colour on rear cover, additional per month cost: 

FULL Page – plus £15.00  HALF Page - plus £10.00  QUARTER Page - plus £5.00  
Note: Upgrading to full colour is on a month by month basis, not a commitment for 12 editions  






