
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

    

 
 

 
 

 
 

    

   INSIDE THIS EDITION:                                                                  
NEWS FROM NEWTON LEYS SOUTH 

MAVIS’S QUIZ 
PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 

THE BOOK CLUB  

CHURCH NEWS 
GOM & MUCH MORE 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stoke Hammond & Newton Leys South 

SH & NLS 

NEWS 
                    April – May 2026           

www.stokehammondpc.com 



 



 

07.30pm Maundy Thursday Benefice - JW 
02-00pm Good Friday - Church open for 
                                            personal prayer till 3pm  

09.30am Easter Day Holy Communion - JW  
11.00am Benefice Family Holy Communion - JW  
09.30am Café Church – DW 
11.00am Benefice Holy Communion – JW 

This is the Rector’s last service in the benefice 
And will be followed by a ‘bring & share’ lunch. 

                         MAY  

10.00am Benefice Holy Communion - SB 

11.00am Family Service - DW                
09.30am Morning Worship - DW  
09.30am Pentecost Holy Communion - DT 
10.00am Benefice Holy Communion - VP  

To be held at St Mary Magdelene, Little Brickhill 

2nd April: 
3rd April: 

 

5th April: 
12th April: 
19th April: 
26th April: 

Note: 

 
 

3rd May: 
10th May: 
17th May: 
24th May: 

31st May: 
Note: 

 
 

                 

                 ST LUKE’S STOKE HAMMOND 
          CHURCH SERVICE DATES TO MAY 2026 
                                           APRIL 
  
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

              

     

 

    Details and any late changes to church services are posted on the Benefice Website: 
                     www.brickhillchurches.org.uk    

Refreshments unless 

otherwise stated are 
served after all 
services at St Luke’s 
Church 

Brickhills and Stoke Hammond Churches 

   

  JW – Rev John Waller    

  DW – Dave Webber 

   SB – Rev Steve Barnes 

   DT – Rev David Talks 

   VB – Rev Canon Val 

                               Plumb 

 

          ‘Ask where the good way is, and walk in it and        
        you will find rest for your souls’  (Jeremiah 6. 16) 
Dear Friends, 
Over the years I have lived here, one of the things I have 
enjoyed is walking around our villages. At the same time, there 
has been a revival of interest in pilgrimage – walking with a   
spiritual purpose. So, I have decided to walk between our four  
          churches, and pause for prayer in each church building, on 
                 Saturday 11th April, before I end my time here. 
                Below is a timetable for the walk (and nearer the time 
there will be a map available, showing the exact route). You are 
welcome to join in any part of the walk, and the times of prayer. 

Revd. John Waller 

                           Rector’s Farewell Pilgrimage – Saturday 11th April 

             8.00am Prayer in Stoke Hammond Church   8.15am Walkers leave for… 

8.30am Breakfast in Stoke Hammond Community Centre    9.30am Walkers leave for... 

             10.30am Prayer in Great Brickhill Church   11.00am Walkers leave for… 

              12.00pm Prayer in Little Brickhill Church   12.30pm Walkers leave for… 

                1.30pm Prayers in Bow Brickhill Church   2,00pm Walkers leave for… 

                                 Refreshments in Bow Brickhill Community Hall   



                                                PARISH COUNCIL NEWS  
Thank you to our Parishioners who were able to make it along to the Community Centre 
on the Referendum Day to vote on our Neighbourhood Plan, and we are most pleased 
to say that with a majority of 90% voting in favour of the plan, it is now officially 
adopted, which is very good timing given Bucks Council did just some 11 days after the 

Referendum, publicly release details 
of their Draft Local Plan. 

For the uninitiated, a local plan sets 
out a vision and framework for the 
future development of an area. It 
addresses the needs and 
opportunities over the next 20 years 
for housing, the economy, 
community facilities and 
infrastructure, and in that 20 years 
Bucks Council as determined by 
National Planning requirements 
have to plan for some 95,500 new 
homes, and it is the proposed sites 
for these new homes that is creating 
the loudest noise across the county, 
with some communities potentially 
suffering huge growth if these sites 
were to be developed. 

You will see from the map on the 
next page those sites block filled in 
our Parish that the Draft Local Plan 
has identified as potential 
development sites, some of which 
have been included in our 
Neighbourhood Plan, others not, or 
not to the scale that the Draft Local 

Plan is proposing. The closing date for comments to Bucks Council about the plan was 
the 16th March, and we as a Parish Council did submit our comments, drawing very 
much on our Neighbourhood Plan which we would hope carries some weight when 
Bucks Council review the responses received. Those sites outlined are sites submitted 
during Bucks Council‘s ‘call for sites’ process, but for the purposes of their draft plan 
were deemed not suitable for development, but one of those sites Ref 6570 was part 
of our Neighbourhood Plan. 

As regard our responses to the Draft Local Plan, in brief they were as follows: 

Site Ref 47 – Land to the South West of Newton Road MK17 9DH 
This site is part of our Neighbourhood Plan and is thus supported and would contribute 
circa 22 dwellings. 

Site Ref 3264 – Land east of Roman Field MK17 9EP 
This site albeit only partially is part of our Neighbourhood Plan, where we identified a 
contribution of circa 19 dwellings. We might accept a certain level of further dwellings 
subject to negotiations with the developer for areas of greenspace. It should also be  



 

Site Ref 680 

Site Ref 6570 

Site Ref 766 

Site Ref 3624 

Site Ref 47 

Site Ref 1189 



noted that the land sits in an area of Attractive Landscape and backs onto one of the 
most historic and important buildings in the village, namely Grade 2 Listed Tyrells 
Manor.  
Site Ref 766 – Land west of Fenny Road MK17 9BN 
This site was offered as part of our Neighbourhood Plan Call for Sites process, but was 
rejected and not included in our now adopted Neighbourhood Plan, the main reason 
being harm to a heritage asset, namely St Luke Church and with access being totally 
inappropriate as it would be from what is a very narrow single track lane that is also a 
very significant element of the Conservation Area. We are thus not supporting its 
inclusion in the Bucks Draft Local Plan. 
Site Ref 1189 – Land at Hunter’s Lodge MK17 9FN 
In a similar vein to the previous site, this Land at Hunter’s Lodge was put forward for 
our Neighbourhood Plan but rejected and not included, with the main reasons being 
the fact that access is via a very small privately owned lane and any development would 
be out of character with the nearby historic farmhouse and it’s associated barns.  
Site Ref 6570 – Land South of Newton Leys MK3 5QH 
This site sitting between the existing Newton Leys South development and the 
Newton/Drayton Road is not included in the Bucks Draft Local Plan but is part of our 
Neighbourhood Plan. This site could contribute 80-90 dwellings along with a new 
recreational facility. Given its inclusion in our Neighbourhood Plan and the potential 
significant input to the Bucks Council housing target we felt a correction should be 
made and this site included in the Bucks Local Plan. 
Site Ref 680 – Land South of Drayton Road & Land West of Stoke Road, Newton Leys 
                          MK17 0EE  
It goes without saying this is the largest and most controversial site that Bucks Council 
are supporting in their draft Local Plan offering as it does the potential for some 2100 
dwellings. The site owners did not respond to our Call for Sites process in our 
Neighbourhood Plan and hence is not included in same. In our comments to Bucks 
Council we highlighted the degree and concern to which this development would close 
the gap between the natural boundary provided by the A4146 and the village of Stoke 
Hammond. We also found it difficult to comprehend how Bucks Council did consider all 
the land further South and South West of Newton Leys unsuitable quoting 'Out of 
character, settlement pattern and unacceptable intrusion into the open countryside' 
when this site does exactly the same? The Newton Leys development currently has 
brought many children to the Parish without any improvement in School Resources and 
this will be significantly worsened if 2100 houses are introduced into the area. In 
addition, the traffic infrastructure is poor in this area and a development of this size 
would make it woeful. We obviously had to make note of the fact that Bucks Council 
did recently not oppose a development, to which we as your Parish Council did strongly 
object too, for 290 new homes on part of this site, which was subsequently passed by 
the planning inspectorate. 

Finally, and although not referenced on the Draft Local Plan, it was felt that we should 
make comment about the area of land behind the Community Centre that had been 
included in our Neighbourhood Plan that could possibly contribute some 19 dwellings, 
noting that this site sits within the existing village boundaries. As this area of land is 
currently used as a play area, it would be a commitment of the Parish Council that equal 
or better recreational facilities would first be provided on other village land areas 
before any development would be commenced.     



Moving away from planning matters, we are most pleased to advise that as a Parish 
Council we are now back to a full strength of 7 Councillors following the Co-option of 
Cllr Nikki Gladdish at our March PC Meeting. Aside from adding a much needed female 
element to the Council, Nikki has wide ranging experience and knowledge that will only 
serve to further strengthen the Council when making decisions for the benefit of the 
Community. We should also thank the other candidate who expressed an interest in 
joining the Council. 
Before the aforementioned March PC Meeting, we of course had our February meeting 
held on the evening of the 3rd at the Stoke Hammond Community Centre, where we 
were joined by 10 members of the public (MoP), but no attendance by either of our 
two Unitary Ward Councillors. Aside from normal monthly items to be agreed/signed, 
other matters of interest, remembering planning items are covered in the relevant 
section elsewhere in this publication, these were: 

 During the ‘Highways, Footpaths & Lighting’ matters agenda item, Cllr Clarke 
mentioned signage on public footpaths and bridleways and the need for 
consistency in the area. He will liaise with the Clerks at Soulbury and Great 
Brickhill to agree an approach to the signage which can be shared with Bucks 
Council. Cllr Clarke is to report back to the Parish Council with the findings   

 Cllr Champion during his S106 update, advised that the planning application for 
change of use for the fields the Parish Council is trying to purchase has been 
submitted. He is now hoping to re-start the working groups and he will contact 
anyone involved with these previously. If any other residents would like to be 
involved, he asked that they email him or the Clerk.  

 In order to provide a fairer distribution of funds from the Community Grant 
Policy, it was agreed that whilst the number of applications a community group 
could submit each financial year would in its self not be restricted, the total 
amount a community group could successfully receive for each financial year 
would be capped at £350.  This new policy to apply from 1st April 2026. 

 Following on from the previous point a Community Fund for £350 from the 
Stoke Hammond Sports Club to go towards the cost of their Easter Egg Hunt 
Event was unanimously approved. 

 During the public participation session, a MoP mentioned the lack of lighting 
along Bragenham Side near Meadowbrook. Cllr Clarke asked the MoP to send 
photos to the Clerk which can be shared with Highways, and the Clerk will also 
raise other areas of the village where residents have mentioned a lack of 
lighting with Highways.     

 A MoP also asked if anything can be done about the spinney area between 
Phoebes Orchard and the sports field. The Clerk advised the MoP to report via 
Fix My Street as the land belongs to Bucks Council. This was followed by 
another MoP asking as to why the injunction at the layby was allowed to lapse 
and mentioned that there are many vans back on site. The Clerk confirmed 
Bucks Council has started the closure order on the layby which can take up to 
12 months to complete. 

As for the March meeting held on the 3rd at the Newton Leys Pavillion, we were joined 
by 8 MoP, all of whom were residents of Stoke Hammond village, and given this seems 
to be the case for all meetings held at the Pavillion, that no residents of Newton Leys 
are attending, some were suggesting we should revert to the village Community Centre 
being the permanent meeting venue.  Oh, and yet again no Unitary Ward Councillor in 
attendance. 



  

 

 



As for the meeting itself, the item of most interest other than the already mention co-
option and our response to the Bucks Local Draft Plan was an issue raised by a MoP 
who thought the cost for the new Fenny Road Bus Shelter seemed exorbitantly high. It 
was first explained that the Council had already made the decision to go ahead with 
the project, and the cost, for which the PC can reclaim the VAT element, included both 
the removal and disposal of the old shelter, the laying of a new concrete base, and then 
the delivery and installation of the new shelter.  
Our next PC meeting is to be held on Tuesday 7th April at the Stoke Hammond 
Community Centre, starting at the normal time of 7.30pm. As for the May meeting this 
will be held on the evening of the 5th May again with a start time of 7.30pm which will 
be proceeded by the Annual Parish Meeting at 7pm and unless otherwise agreed at the 
April meeting the intended venue will be the Newton Leys Pavilion.  
             Should you wish to contact your Parish Council, please do so via our clerk: 

                Kelly Harris   Tel: 07793 131810  Email: clerk@stokehammond-pc.gov.uk 

                                               www.stokehammondpc.com  

                                  YOUR PARISH COUNCILLORS EMAIL ADDRESSES. 
Cllr Mubasshir Ajaz (Chair) – mubasshirajaz@stokehammond-pc.gov.uk 
                       Cllr Craig Champion (Vice Chair) - craigchampion@stokehammond-pc.gov.uk 
Cllr Stephen Clarke – stephenclarke@stokehammond-pc.gov.uk 
                                                            Cllr Greg Noble - gregnoble@stokehammond-pc.gov.uk 
Cllr David Venn - davidvenn@stokehammond-pc.gov.uk 
                                            Cllr David Jonathan – davidjonathan@stokehammond-pc.gov.uk 
Cllr Nikki Gladdish – nikkigladdish@stokehammond-pc.gov.uk  
                                                          

          louisa.pilates@gmail.com 
      www.louisaharrispilates.co.uk 
                   07941 203589 



 



     

 

  Stoke Hammond and Newton Leys South 
              Neighbourhood Plan Update 
 

Our thanks to all those parishioners who turned out on 
the 5th February to vote in the Neighbourhood 
referendum. The result was a resounding 95% vote in 
favour of adopting the plan which means it is now 
formally part of the AV local plan and will be part of 
the Bucks Local Plan when it is eventually made. 

Planning is a minefield and I understand many people 
are unclear what value is gained from having a 
Neighbourhood Plan.  For clarity what it isn't is a veto 
against any further development, which if many 
residents had a wish I know would be the case. In a 
world where most people accept new houses are 
necessary and where Bucks have been targeted by the 
Government to build 95000 homes by 2045, stopping 
further development is an impossible dream. What the 
Neighbourhood Plan does however, is give the Council 
and thereby parishioners the ability to influence what 
development is acceptable, most importantly where 
it's acceptable and what type of homes are 
appropriate. It can also increase protection of valuable 
green spaces and historic buildings. It encourages 
prospective developers to enter into helpful and 
meaningful discussions with the Local community. Our 
plan does all these things. It means therefore that 
when Bucks council receives applications within the 
Parish boundaries the policies we have and the wishes 
local people have demonstrated must be given weight 
during the decision making process.  For example, in 
the recent Bucks call for sites a number of places 
rejected during our deliberations have resurfaced and I 
would expect our prioritisation, largely aimed at 
protecting the village boundary and conserving areas 
of historic significance, to be taken into context of 
account. We have already made suitable 
representations to Bucks by the due date of 16th 
March.  

In addition, beyond the village boundary we have 
policies to protect the rural nature of the Parish, which 
indeed to be fair, is true of the AV Local Plan.  

 



 



 

  

Neighbourhood Plan Update Cont/d. 
The Neighbourhood Plan as explained above will have 
value in protecting the countryside and our rural way 
of life but it's important to understand all Councils will 
look to expand the reach of major towns and Cities in 
trying to meet the targets laid down by government. 
Our Neighbourhood plan is less useful when arguing 
against strategic growth. To this end if the proposed 
site opposite Tommys Carwash and along the A4120 is 
proposed by the Council for 2100 houses it will require 
arguments using the policies in both our plan and the 
wider Local plan to stop it. In addition, I think it would 
likely require a very significant protest to be mounted 
by the Local community if that was the general desire. 
This will be my last update on the Neighbourhood Plan 
now it's delivered. Can I thank again the steering group 
who helped craft it Bon Hine, Eileen Currie, David 
Venn, Damian Willingale, Nick Ellins, Greg Noble, Craig 
Champion, Lorna Sharkey, Andy and Michaela Gardner 
and Tracy Ocee. 
Kind Regards  
Malcolm Newing  



         STOKE HAMMOND LOCAL  

        STORE & POST OFFICE 

 

  

   

           

 

 

 

 

 
   

    Our Products:           

       News & Magazines       Beers, Wines & Spirits             Pet Food 

    Confectionary & Snacks                Soft Drinks  Health & Beauty Products 

Bread (inc. Turney’s) & Cakes        Tobacco & Cigarettes  Frozen Food & Ice Creams 

          Dairy Products                 Groceries          Greeting Cards 

              Medicines  Baby Food & other Products       Household Sundries 

Sandwiches & Ready Meals          Fruit & Vegetables        Stationary Items 
 

    Other Services: 
  * Pay-point/Top up services will be available.       *  Cash machine will be available. 

  * Photocopying         * Pies & Coffee will be introduced in the morning. 

  

 

“A FRIENDLY WELCOME GUARANTEED”  

         Sun: 8.00am till 9.00pm

Mon-Sat: 7.00am till 9.00pm          

Opening Hours:



 

 

 
 

        Eveline Wakely (maiden Snoxell) 

               15.07.1940 – 08.02.2026 

Lived in Stoke Hammond & passed away peacefully at home with close family a�er 

losing her fight with Parkinson’s & Demen�a aged 85yrs. Born in Stewkley & lived 

in Drayton Parslow working on the family farm “Broadways” looking a�er her own 

pedigree saddleback pigs. Growing up on the family farm working alongside her 

workhorse & strict father, gave her a strong work ethic & hardy character to be�er 

herself. A�er marrying & living in Bletchley where they had two children Tanith & 

Roger. Eveline knew with her strong upbringing she wanted be�er for her children, 

so involved them in many ac�vi�es (Scouts / Guides / Swimming / Diving / Life 

Saving / Synchronised Swimming / Horse Riding / Camping & Caravaning Holidays / 

Sunny Holidays Abroad), & raised them in an environment ins�lling the skills needed 

to navigate life’s ups & downs (What a job she did!). The family moved to Luton 

around 1971 where Eveline worked at Tesco’s then Health & Safety Execu�ve, yet 

again around 1986 moving back to Stoke Hammond with her family to live alongside 

her ageing parents Arthur & Hilda Snoxell. She con�nued to work at the Health & 

Safety Execu�ve while maintaining a flock of 120 sheep & indulging her passion for 

Gardening & WI ac�vi�es. She leaves behind Tanith, Roger, grandchildren Siobhan 

& Jay, great grandchildren Megan & Alfie.  

They don’t make um like that anymore. All our Love Always  

RIP Eveline 





          WELCOME TO THE NEWTON LEYS SOUTH SECTION 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                                       

Gym equipment  
Once the adoption of the Taylor Wimpey side of the estate takes place, we 
will be able to install the gym equipment by the park overlooking the lake 
on Lansbury Road. 

We are getting very close to that adoption taking place. 

Dickens Lane Park 
There is a little bit of painting to do in the Dickens Lane Park. Once the 
weather warms up Newton Leys Management Co Ltd will arrange that 
work. 

We'll also be inspecting the fruit trees around the outside of the estate to 
see how they are doing after the summer drought and the winter. We know 
we have lost a few of the trees, but hopefully the remaining ones are 
becoming well established and provide a pleasant shield from any future 
developments. 

                  Cllrs Mubasshir Ajaz, Craig Champion & David Jonathan 



  



 

 

                                                         

 

                                                       1/ Abbey Road  2/ Baker Street  3/ Brick Lane 
                                          4/ Portobello Road 5/ Oxford Street  6/ Camden High Street                      
                                                  7/ Ludgate Hill  8/ Downing Street  9/ Regent Street                             
                                                                                  10/ Saville Row  
                                        
This time a quiz aimed at those of you who are a bit of a 
‘Petrol Head’ and love classic cars, so can you name these  
iconic British manufactured sports/grand touring cars from 
their silhouettes? 
 
 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

Best of luck, but to save 

you having to wait �ll the 

next edi�on, answers can 

be found at the end of this 

month ‘High Ash Scouts’ 

feature.  



 



 



 



                            STOKE HAMMOND BOOK CLUB 

                             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Miss Garnet’s Angel – by Salley Vickers 
 

Miss Julie Garnet is a school teacher who, after the 
death of her close friend and companion, decides to 
branch out by taking a 6 month let on an apartment 
in Venice.  She is overwhelmed by the beauty of 
Venice and her life is enhanced by falling in love for 
the first time ever plus her association with a 
beautiful Italian boy. Neither works out too well.   A 
novel of spiritual awakening amongst other things 
with constant reference to Angels. 
 

The Group again had mixed reactions.  All the way 
through it is regularly interrupted by excerpts from 
the ancient biblical tale of Tobias and the 
Angel.   Everyone enjoyed the description of Venice 
reminding them of their own visits but several 

admitted to skipping the sections of Tobias cutting in and didn’t feel they had 
spoilt the read by doing so.   Everyone thought that Julie was brave to go away 
for so long but after a long discussion we didn’t really like her very much!  It was 
also thought that the ending was too abrupt and a bit odd 
 

Conclusion:  If you enjoy a challenge in your reading it is certainly different and 
worth trying (and it has had real praise from people we know) but definitely not 
a ‘quick read’. 
 
                                                                                          Please see over for Book Two:  



 



The Great Western Beach - by Emma Smith 
This is a memoir of a 1920s childhood in Newquay, 
Cornwall.  Emma, a nine year old girl, recalls all the fun 
things she enjoyed but above this it is a portrait of a 
dysfunctional family with a frustrated father, a mother 
meant for better things and siblings who are all 
different characters. The winds of change affects them 
all. 
 

The Group varied in their opinions.   Some were 
familiar with the area and therefore enjoyed that 
aspect, others were sympathetic to members of the 
family.  It was described as a gentle read with some 
holes in the story and one or two found it too full of 

repetitive detail, so admitted to skimming through in places.  However enjoyable 
overall. 
 

Conclusion:  Atmospheric and worth a try especially if you are familiar with 
Cornwall. 
 

Next editions first book: The Diving Bell and the Butterfly – by Jean-Dominque 
Bauby 
 
 

             STOKE HAMMOND GARDENING CLUB 

We held our AGM on Friday night, the first get-
together of the year.     We had the usual good 
turnout and the official business was soon dealt 
with.  The `committee was re-elected and the 
various committee officers gave brief reminders 
of the Club’s activities in 2025.  Nice memories 
for our regulars and an idea of what we get up 
to for the new ones.   

There was a mountain of raffle prizes and a much appreciated light bites 
buffet which was soon demolished.   After a 20 minute breather the quiz 
followed with tables competing with one another and the members on the 
winning table were delighted with their prizes - sourced and presented by 
Laraine.  Renewal of memberships was busy and again Laraine had 
designed and produced our new membership cards.   We were so grateful 
for the help we received with the setting up of the hall and clearing later 
by volunteers and for the generous raffle prizes donated.  

Luckily, we have a helpful and imaginative Chair and Committee which 
makes it all worthwhile.    We are now concentrating on planning the 
Club’s 2026 programme and will be in touch with dates for the diary 
etc.  we will also be ordering good weather! 



 



 

        

     LADIES THAT LUNCH 
   Defibrillator Training Experience 
Last month, Jenniy and I attended a 

defibrillator training session to better 

prepare ourselves for any emergencies that 

may arise during our monthly lunches at 

the Sports Club. The training was thorough and covered essential skills, 

including performing CPR and responding to choking situations. While we 

sincerely hope these abilities will never be required, we now have a clear 

understanding of the necessary procedures and our responsibilities in such 

scenarios. This experience has given us greater confidence in managing 

unexpected incidents, ensuring the safety and well-being of everyone at our 

gatherings. 

We would like to express our appreciation to David Tooth for organising this 

valuable training session. 

 

March Lunch Update 
March’s monthly lunch saw several members absent, as a gardening club 

committee meeting coincided with the event and Jenny was unavailable. I 

am grateful to Nichola Holtom, Sylvia Drummond, and Margaret Corrall for 

their help and support in making the lunch run smoothly. As a thoughtful 

gesture, everyone in attendance received a small Easter egg, since this 

meeting occurred before Easter, while the next gathering will take place 

sometime after the holiday.   

The dates for the April and May lunches Are: Tuesday 14th April, and 

Tuesday 12th May. For those who are new to the village the cost is £3.  

Lunch is served at the Sports Club, in Bragenham Side, from 12.30.  We 

conclude by 1.45pm.  WE hope to see you there. Please let us know if you 

are coming as it makes catering more efficient! 

Happy Easter and enjoy the holiday. 

Hazel and Jenny. 
 

Telephone: 01525 270404 or email hmt270404@gmail.com 

 



 

Email: info@southlandsautocentre.co.uk 

  Web: www.southlandsautocentre.co.uk 

Southlands Autocentre 
Unit 1 Southlands Farm 
Stoke Road 
Stoke Hammond 
MK17 9BN 

 

Clutch Accident Management 

Body Repairs 

Wiper Blades 



PLANNING APPLICATION NEWS  
& UPDATES FEB - MAR 2026   
 
 

In this section you will find details of planning applications received, comments made by 
your Parish Council, and any updates on previous planning applications.  
 

NEW PLANNING APPLICATIONS: 
PL/25/6047/TP - Pennhurst, Church Road, Stoke Hammond MK17 9BP 
Raise lower crown to 3m height to help with vehicle access and visibility, particularly 
when dark, shorten x 5 lowest limbs over driveway by 2m and crown thin canopy by 10% 
to allow more light through x 1 Cedar (T1). Reduce in height by 2.5m and reduce side 
branches by 2m x 2 Silver Birch. 
Cllrs resolved they had NO OBJECTIONS to this application, which was subsequently 
approved by the planning authorities on the 10th Mar 2026. 
 

PLANNING UPDATES: 
24/03601/AOP Land South of Drayton Road (Chadwell Farm) MK17 0EE 
Outline planning application with all matters reserved apart from access for up to 290 
dwellings, open space, landscaping, drainage features and associated infrastructure 
following demolition of existing agricultural buildings. 
Originally objected to by your Parish Council, an appeal 25/00052/NONDET was lodged 
for non-determination, to which Bucks Council did not oppose, and the appeal was 
subsequently allowed and planning permission approved on the 2nd Feb 2026  
 

PL/25/4636/FA & PL/25/4637/HB– Bridge Farm Cottage, Leighton Road,  
Stoke Hammond MK17 9DD 
Insertion of a side access door and internal alterations comprising the replacement of 
study with boot room, relocation of kitchen and dining rooms, removal of oil boiler, 
installation of underfloor heating and removal of radiators on ground floor and the 
refurbishment of 2 bathrooms, together with alterations to outbuilding comprising 
removal of oil tank and installation of solar panels, air source heat pump and EV charging 
point. 
Your PC had previously resolved they had NO OBJECTION to these applications and both 
were approved on the 10th March 2026. 
 

PL/25/3492/FA – Burnell Farm Cottage, Drayton Road, Stoke Hammond MK17 0ED 
Proposed additional storey and single storey side extension. 
Your PC had previously resolved to OBJECT to this application, as they felt the proposed 
additional storey would be overbearing in nature and not in keeping with other 
properties in the area and would seem Bucks Planning agreed, as this was one of the 
main reasons given in their REFUSAL to this application on the 4th Feb 2026. 
 
 

Just a reminder that Buckinghamshire Council have recently updated their planning 
website, so that the previous 4 separate planning regions have now been combined into 
one single system.  However, this only applies to applications submitted after the 8th 
August 2025. For applications before this date, you will have to select ‘View applications 
we received before 8 August 2025 on our existing Aylesbury Vale System’. Whether the 
old or new system, one can still enter the application reference or use the map search 
facility via the following website: https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/planning-and-
building-control/building-or-improving-your-property/view-and-comment-on-a-
planning-application/  



   STOKE HAMMOND SPORTS CLUB - NEWS 
I'll start this report with a huge thank you to all who attended our 90's night 

on 28th February. The night was a huge success for both the club and for the 

Henry Allen trust with just shy of £1000 being raised for the amazing charity 

through ticket sales and donations. The night was thoroughly enjoyed by all 

and it may well become an annual event, so watch this space! 

Eagle eyed villagers will have noticed some more changes at Stoke Hammond 

Sports Club. With the help of funding obtained with the assistance of the 

Parish Council, we've had some brand-new gates installed, adorned with our 

logo and I'll think you'll agree how fantastic they look! We have also had 

some brand-new security cameras fitted to the clubhouse. Thanks to both the 

Parish council and to member Hazel Turner for donations towards the 

purchase of these.  

Our darts team have finished their Winter season, finishing in last place in a 

difficult division. Summer season is due to begin at the end of May. We will 

be holding a darts related fun day in the meantime so please keep an eye on 

our Facebook page for further details. 

Our pool teams continue their season on Tuesday nights. The A team have 

started the season positively, winning 4 and losing 4 of their first 8 games in 

Division 1. The B team have had a more difficult start to the season, losing all 

10 of their games thus far in Division 2. 

Our cricket teams will begin their season in April. Please keep an eye on our 

Facebook page for fixtures.                                                                        Cont/d Over. 



 



Sports Club News Cont/d 

The club will be holding it's AGM on Friday 24th April. Members are 

encouraged to attend to hear updates on the club's future plans, financial 

reports and to vote on committee position changes. Please see the AGM 

notice on display in the clubhouse and on Facebook for further details on how 

to send nominations for committee positions and for Any other Business for 

the AGM agenda. 

As ever, we look forward to welcoming members and non-members alike to 

our clubhouse for a drink and to enjoy live sport on our large screens. We are 

open weekly, Monday - Wednesday & Friday from 18:30 and Saturday and 

Sunday from midday.  

For any information about hiring the clubhouse or any general questions 

about SHSC please email shscsecretary@outlook.com or send us a message 

through our Facebook page - Stoke 

Hammond Sports Club. 

Tom Tooth - Secretary 

  

  



 



 

 
 

     

            High Ash Cubs & Scouts – Spring Update 
It’s been another busy and successful term for the Cubs and Scouts of Stoke 
Hammond and Newton Leys, with plenty to celebrate across the group. 

A huge well done to one of our Scout teams who achieved an impressive 3rd place 
in the District Scouts Quiz – a fantastic result against strong competition. 

We were also delighted to welcome the District Youth Team, who took over one of 
our meetings for a special “takeover night.” They worked with both Cubs and 
Scouts to explore their aspirations while running a mix of challenging games and 
creative LEGO activities. It was a great evening, and a chance for our young people 
to be inspired by youth leadership in action. 



 

h�ps://www.buckinghamshirelo�ery.co.uk/ 



Scouts cont/d 

The Scouts have enjoyed a fun (and very tasty!) pancake-making evening, alongside 
working on an astronomy themed programme, including learning about 
constellations and exploring their star signs. 

The Cubs have had an equally varied term. They’ve been practising their knots and 
lashings to build bird feeders in time for the RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch, as well as 
learning about water conservation and energy usage. They also got hands on with 
science experiments for their scientist badge, made rope from toilet paper and 
created truffles for Mother’s Day. We were particularly pleased to invest three new 
Cubs into the group this term, and to celebrate two Cubs achieving their Silver 
Award – the highest award in Cubs. A huge congratulations to both of them on this 
outstanding achievement. 

As a group, we were proud to take part in Rotary MK’s Swimathon, where our team 
swam an incredible 103 lengths for charity – a fantastic effort by everyone 
involved. 

Behind the scenes we’ve also been preparing our kit ready for this year’s camping 
expeditions. We are delighted to have boosted our equipment thanks to a very 
generous grant from the Heart of Bucks charity. Heart of Bucks is a community 
foundation that raises funds across Buckinghamshire and distributes money 
directly to local causes, ensuring that donations—whether from individuals or 
organisations—bring the greatest benefit to those in need. They are one of 47 
members of UK Community Foundations, and we are extremely grateful for their 
support, which has helped us purchase essential equipment including our first 
inflatable events shelter. 

 



  

Joyful Tots 
Joyful Tots is an inclusive 

drop-in for parents, carers, those who are 

pregnant or anyone looking after a baby or 

preschool child. You can have a natter over a 

cuppa and babies & toddlers learn to play.  

Refreshments (inc. fruit) are included. Your 

first session is free, then £2 after that. We don’t 

charge a termly fee because we know what it’s 

like with little ones – you never know how they’re 

feeling till the day. We’ve been tucked up indoors 

during the poor weather, but still enjoying tuff 

tray play, singing time 

and our craft activities.  

Although the weather 

has been a bit warmer, 

we haven’t yet braved 

the outdoors. Recently we’ve had oats, rice and 

sawdust and leaves in the tuff tray and have 

made Mother’s Day cards and Red Nose Day 

biscuits. We’re off over Easter but start back on 17th April.  
 

Our session hours are 10am - 11.30am on Friday mornings during  

(Bucks CC) term times in the side room at Stoke 

Hammond Community Centre 
 

If you’d like more information, please call Diane 01525 

270409 or Ashlynn 07930 240926 or message us on 

Facebook (Joyful Tots)  
 



Scouts cont/d 

Looking ahead, we will finish the term with our ever popular Easter Bingo event 
before turning our attention to next term’s adventures. These include a camping 
trip to Youlbury and celebrating 110 years of Cub Scouting, which promises to be a 
very special milestone. 

As always, thank you to the local community for your continued support. We are 
always keen to welcome new members aged 8 to 14 from our local villages and 
estates, as well as adult volunteers who would like to get involved. 

 

 

Dave Pollington (Baloo)                                          Group Lead Volunteer 

High Ash Scout Group – MK District                              dave.pollington@mkscouts.org  

    

             

   

 

  
      ANSWERS TO 
      MAVIS’S QUIZ:  
 

 
1 – Sunbeam Alpine 
 

 
2 – MGB Roadster 
 

 
3 – E Type Jaguar 
 

 
4 – Jensen Interceptor  
 

 
5 – Triumph TR6     
 

 
6 – Aston Martin DB5  
 

 
7 – Morgan Plus 4   
 

 
8 – Reliant Scimitar GTE    
 

 
9 – TVR Griffith 400  
 

 
10 – Austin Healey 3000 
 



Hi there,                                                                                     Catch Up Newsletter 06/03/2026 
It’s been a busy and positive month across our community. 
In slightly colder weather, it was fantastic to get out and about during Parliamentary recess, 
meeting residents, businesses and a cross-section of our parish councils (more on this below). 
I also held supermarket surgeries at Tesco in both Buckingham and Bletchley, where I had 
some really thoughtful conversations about local and national issues. Thank you to everyone 
who stopped to chat. 
One of the highlights of half term was getting in touch with three of our excellent local 
schools after they each received letters from Bridget Phillipson congratulating them on their 
outstanding results last year. Huge congratulations to Knowles Primary School, Priory Rise 
School and The Premier Academy. I couldn’t be prouder. 
A small confession: this newsletter was meant to go out last week, but I held it back so I could 
share that I have officially launched the petition for the Bletchley railway station Eastern 
Entrance - a vital step towards improving access and unlocking opportunity in our town. 
Please do sign and share it. The more signatures we secure, the harder it will be to ignore. 
On national matters, the Government has launched a consultation on banning social media 
for under-16s. People I’ve spoken to locally seem overwhelmingly in favour, but there is more 
listening to do. I’ll be sharing more of my thoughts soon and would very much welcome yours. 
The new Cancer Plan has also been published. I recently met with Wes Streeting to discuss its 
direction, and closer to home I’ve been speaking with the brilliant team at Henry Allen Trust 
about how we ensure families get the support they deserve. 
I’m also pleased that £162,000 in clean energy funding is coming to Milton Keynes University 
Hospital, helping to cut costs and emissions locally. And I’m fully backing Milton Keynes’ bid 
to become UK City of Culture. It’s a fantastic opportunity to showcase the creativity and 
ambition of our city. 
Finally, I know the latest developments in the Middle East will understandably be causing 
concern for many. If you are worried about family or friends in the constituency, please do 
contact my office at callum.anderson.mp@parliament.uk and we will do everything we can to 
help. 
 

CONSTITUENCY: 
Over the past month in Buckingham and Bletchley I:  

 Brought together FirstPort and local 
residents to address concerns about 
management fees, continuing the pressure 
many of us have applied in Parliament.  

 Enjoyed a great lunch at The Crown (the 
tomato soup was top notch) and, most 
importantly, met with the landlord Jyot to 
discuss the pressures facing small village 
pubs. I’ll be raising her concerns with 
Government ministers. 

CALLUM ANDERSON MP - Buckingham & Bletchley 



 Joined Ian Carter and Matt Holman from the Winslow & District 
Neighbourhood Policing Team for part of their evening shift. A real insight into 
the dedication of officers serving our towns and villages. 

 

WESTMINSTER: 
In Westminster I: 

 Met with local apprentices from the 
automotive industry to hear about their 
experiences and challenges facing people 
entering the workforce, An absolute 
privilege to show them around. 

 Received answers to written questions on 
local NHS appointments, UK-US trade, 
improving foster care and other issues 
affecting constituents. 

 Spoke in the House of Commons on access 
to dental services. This is an issue I have 
received a significant amount of casework on locally and one I will continue to 
push the government to address.  

 

Constituency Surgeries 
My next surgeries will be taking place at the following: 

 Thursday 2 April 14.30-15.30-Winslow 
 Friday 10 April 16.00-17.00-Buckingham 
 Friday 17 April 11.30-13.00-Bletchley 
 Friday 24 April 17.00-18.00-Winslow 
 Friday 15 May 17.00-18.00-Buckingham  

Please head to my website: 
www.callumanderson.org.uk 
for details of locations and to 
make an appointment 



                                 

 

 

 
 

                                              
  

                                    Bus Stops?…. 

I have been asked by a concerned village (Stoke Hammond!) 
resident to mention the above in the light of present 
proposals. Hang on I thought, this rings bells. Looking 
through previous GOM’s I found the following: 

“And there is a nice bit of new asphalt in the bus stop in 
Fenny Road – on the pavement that is. Took days of 3 way 
traffic lights to complete. I call it a bus stop as it is 
clearly not a shelter. It has only one side (back) which is 
protected by the houses behind. If the wind blows from the 
North, East or South there is no protection from wind or 
rain. Hopefully “Men in Sheds” will make a better (and 
cheaper) job of renovating the shelter opposite the 
Dolphin.” 

That was two years ago (doesn’t time fly!) and now the bus 
stop opposite Scotts Close has come to the attention of the 
Parish Council. I’ve looked at the old shelter and note it 
has a roof and three and a half sides. This makes it a very 
effective shelter but I agree it needs some TLC. A little 
washing of the Perspex and a lick of paint and it would be 
as good as new. Is this going to happen? No – we’re going 
to have another “new” bus shelter. 

And is this new bus shelter to be in wonderful modern 
materials that will outlast HS2 (if that is ever finished 
and used)? No, it’s going to be in good old fashioned wood 
(albeit with sides). In this connection I refer you to the 
shelter opposite the Dolphin. Wood has a fairly finite 
lifespan.    

But what has agitated at least one villager is that this 
fine construction is costing £25,000 (inc. VAT)!! I repeat 



that time flies – when I got married you could buy two 
starter houses for £25,000. 

I wonder what else could be done with £25,000 – hmmm. Are 
there not cheaper alternative shelters? I would hope for 
automatic doors, central heating and Wi Fi for that sort of 
money. Or how about filling all the potholes and 
resurfacing some of the side roads and pavements. Or 
revising the “Parish Boundaries” which I believe the Church 
have done by nominating a Church in Bletchley as the Parish 
Church for Newton Leys South. 

                    Grumpy Old Man   

 

Editors Comment: It should be noted, as mentioned in the PC News section, 
that the cost for the new bus shelter will not be £25,000 as the Parish council is 
able to reclaim the VAT. The cost also includes for the removal and disposal of 
the old shelter, the laying of a new concrete base, the delivery and erection of the 
new shelter, and an extensive warranty against both defect and damage. 
As regards the filling of potholes, road resurfacing and Parish Boundaries, these 
are the responsibility and governed by the local authority, namely 
Buckinghamshire Council. 

 



 
 

 

Health and Social care when living in rural Bucks 

Healthwatch Bucks latest project looks at how those living in the rural parts of 

Bucks access health and social care. 

Project Manager, Alison Holloway says: “We know that people living in rural areas 
may experience health and social care services differently from those living in 
towns in Buckinghamshire. It’s important for us to learn more about any 
difficulties these communities might encounter.” 

The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) define a rural 
community as people living in areas with fewer than 10,000 residents. So, if you 
live in a village or a rural area, please tell Healthwatch Bucks what works for you 
and what could make it easier for you to access any health or social care such as 
dentists, hospitals, and respite care.  

People can share their feedback in confidence via their online survey via this QR 

code, or on their website h�ps://bit.ly/4jVz2HB  

The survey closes on 31 May.  

Healthwatch Bucks would also like to have small group 

discussions with 6 to 12 people, especially if you're not 

comfortable using a computer to fill out our survey. Please call them on 01494 

324832 if you would be interested in hos�ng a group to talk in more detail about 

this subject. 

Healthwatch Bucks will write a report summarising what they have been told. It 

will include recommenda�ons about what would make accessing health and social 

care rural in Bucks be�er.  

Zoe McIntosh, Chief Execu�ve of Healthwatch Bucks, says: “Our goal is to make 

sure local people influence the health and care services that residents of 

Buckinghamshire use. It’s very important that those living in the countryside feel 

heard and can easily get the care they need. We will share what we find out so we 

can help to bring about posi�ve change where it’s needed.” 



St Luke’s Church News 
 

We have had lots of people at recent 

Community Breakfasts and our local PCSOs 

enjoyed meeting community members for a 

chat at their “Have Your Say” spot in March. 

The Mothering Sunday service went well and 

mums received a bag of chocolates.  

Church News: Goodbye Rector: Our Rector 

John Waller is retiring soon. His final service in Stoke Hammond will be Family 

Service at 11am on 12th April, and final final will be Benefice Holy 

Communion at St Mary the Virgin Church in Great Brickhill on 

Sunday 26th April at 11am, followed by a Bring and Share lunch in 

the church. Please let us know if you would like to attend (please bring 

a plate of food to share).  If you’d like to attend but don’t have transport, 

please contact Harry or Diane (see below). Before he leaves, John is planning to 

“Walk the Benefice” on 11th April. He will start off from St Luke’s church at 8am 

with a brief service, then walk down to the Stoke Hammond Community Breakfast 

for 8.30am for a quick butty and on to Great, Little and Bow Brickhills, stopping for 

brief acts of worship and refreshments en route. Anyone is welcome to join him for 

part or all of the walk. If you’d like to do so, please contact a churchwarden for details 

of approximate times. 

Recruitment of a new Rector: Due to legal reasons, the recruitment process for the 

new Rector can only start on 11th May, the day after John officially retires. A team 

from across the Benefice are drawing up the Parish Profile and in Stoke 

Hammond, have already started a consultation process through the 

Community Breakfast, at the meeting following the Annual Church Meeting 

and an advert on the village Facebook page. We’re also looking for photos 

of church events (including fundraising) held in the last year, so if you have 

any you think might be suitable, please contact Dave Webber. Don’t worry, 

baptisms, weddings & funerals can still be arranged via churchwardens. 

Forthcoming Special Services: (At St Luke’s) For details, see the list elsewhere 

2nd April 7.30pm a said Maundy Thursday service 

3rd April 2-3pm Good Friday final hour: church open for personal prayer  

5th April 9.30am: Easter Holy Communion led by Rev John Waller 

19th April 9.30am: Café church: this is our most accessible style of service. Enjoy 

bacon /sausage butties, cereal or croissant, and chat, followed by a 15min “service” 

starting at 10.15am. It may include a discussion /something to think about, prayers & 

a Bible reading/song. Everyone’s welcome! Call Diane for details. 

24th May 9.30am: Pentecost (Whit Sunday) service led by David Webber. This 

important festival, celebrates the Holy Spirit pouring onto the first disciples.  



Fundraising: 

Plant Sale: The church will be holding its annual plant sale on 

Saturday 25th April starting at 9am until early afternoon 

(depending on the weather and remaining stock). Bedding, patio 

plants and a few vegetable seedlings will be available to purchase. 

A Sponsored walk will be held on May 16th We will be meeting at the church around 

10am and walking along the canal to The Plough at Simpson pub 

where we will have lunch. Those who are able to, will return via the 

same route but others may prefer to accept the offer of a lift or make 

their own arrangements to get home. The distance (one way) is 

approximately 4.8miles. If you think you’d like to join us, please contact Dave Webber 

01525 270409 for a sponsorship form. 

A Fun Quiz Night will be held on 25th July at 7.30pm and will include a jacket potato 

supper. Bring your own drinks, (though tea and coffee will be available).  

Tickets are £7.50 for adults and £5 for children. You can be a table 

of 6 or come as one or a pair and make a scratch team on the night.  

Church Activities and Events:  

The next Community Breakfasts are 11th Apr and 9th May at the Community 

Centre. Orders are taken from 8.30-10.30am. There’s a wheelchair 

ramp, highchairs for babies, we can cater for specific dietary needs 

with cereal and croissants too! There’s no charge, but donations 

(cash or card) accepted if wished. Food bank donations are also collected here.  As 

usual, the May Community breakfast will be a Big Brekkie in aid of Christian Aid. We 

will also be hosting a Christian Aid Bring and Buy coffee morning at the Sports 

Club on Bragenham Side on May 6th at 10am. Please bring and donate something 

that can be sold for the appeal (and buy something someone else brought!)  

Prayers: A prayer group meets twice monthly. We pray for the community, 

individuals, national & international issues.  All prayers are in confidence. Prayer 

requests can be made via cards in the church, at the Community Breakfast or 

call a churchwarden. (see below) 

The Foodbank in the church porch is free to all villagers who are welcome to use it 

on an ad hoc basis.  If you’re in desperate or regular need, phone 

numbers are provided for more support. There’s also a family box 

containing family & duplicate items.  If you can donate to the foodbank 

financially or in goods, (in date and no alcohol or aerosols please) 

contact Dave or Diane Webber (see below) Items most needed include 

casseroles/pies, tinned meat/fish, juice, coffee and sugar. 

Toy Swap Shop: is in the accessible church porch. If you have 

spare toys, games or children’s books, please donate them to the 

Swap Shop. If you don’t have anything to swap, you’re welcome to 

borrow a toy/game and return it later. 



Bible verse of the month: John 20 v 1-8 1Early on the first day of the week, while it 

was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been 

removed from the entrance. 2 So she came running to Simon Peter and the other 

disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of 

the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!” 3 So Peter and 

the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other 

disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and 

looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon 

Peter came along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen 

lying there, 7 as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth 

was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. 8 Finally the other disciple, who had 

reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed.  

What does it mean?:  For Christians it means that Jesus has conquered death 

and offers us eternal life if we repent of our sins and acknowledge him as our 

saviour who has paid the price for them in our place. 
 

Church Benefice Website: www.brickhillschurches.org.uk.  
St Luke’s offers baptisms, weddings and funerals. Please contact the Rector if you’d 

like to discuss any of these (contact details on the Benefice website). His phone 

goes straight to an answerphone but he’ll reply as soon as he can, or contact a 

Church-warden. The Rector’s times off are Monday, and Friday pm. If you have a 

prayer request or enquiry, please call Churchwardens: Harry on 07773065271 / 

Diane on 01525 270409 or dianejwebber@gmail.com. 
 

Funeral information: The Rector can conduct a funeral service at a crematorium 

or at the church to be followed by cremation or burial as you 

wish. Crematoria no longer offer a religious service by 

default: it must be specifically requested. Any village resident 

is entitled to be buried or have their ashes buried in the 

churchyard if wished (for a small fee). Memorial stones must 

conform to the new Oxford Diocese regulations.  If you’d like more details, please 

speak to the Rector or Churchwarden Harry Davies. 

 



 

       
 

  



 

Dear Resident                                                                                                   26 February 2026 
 
I wanted to update you with the good news that we 
have now approved a balanced budget for the council 
for the coming financial year. This means we can now 
focus on investing in the priorities that you as residents 
have asked for, including ongoing investment in our 
roads, maintaining weekly bin collections and continuing 
to provide key statutory services such as social care. 

Once again, this year, reaching this end goal of achieving 
a balanced budget, as we are legally required to, has not 
been easy. Our task has been shaped by significant 
financial pressures linked to the national government’s 
Fair Funding Review which is redirecting locally raised 
funds away from Buckinghamshire to other parts of the country. As a result, we will 
see a reduction in funding of £44.5 million as the government diverts resources away 
from services here in Buckinghamshire. There is nothing fair about that in my opinion 
and as a council we will continue to lobby the government with regards to this new 
funding system. 

As residents, you are being let down by central government. They assume that we 
will raise council tax by the maximum amount when it allocates our funding. Even 
then, in real terms, this revenue will not go far enough to cover vital services so we 
will have to work even harder to balance the books in future years. 

To help safeguard essential services in the county, we will be raising basic rate of 
council tax by 2.99 per cent from 1 April 2026, and the Adult Social Care precept will 
increase by 2 per cent, meaning a total rise of 4.99%, or an extra £1.86 per week for 
the average Band D home during 2026/27. 

Since becoming a unitary authority in 2020, we have made significant savings to run a 
balanced budget, totalling £186m by the end of this financial year. Additional savings 
and efficiencies totalling £109m have been identified over the next three years, to 
allow us to keep investing in local services as well as providing the critical statutory 
support services. Consequently, by the end of the three-year period, the council will 
have delivered savings compared to the combined, pre-unitary council budgets from 
2020 of 67%! Meaning your council is efficiently run and ensuring value for money in 
what it does. 



 

         
 

  



Bucks News cont/d 

Despite the financial pressures, we remain committed to delivering value for money 
and prioritising services that matter most to residents. We will continue to protect 
essential services, invest in our communities, and ensure prudent use of every pound 
of public money. 

Yours,                                                          
 
 
 
Steven Broadbent      

Leader - Buckinghamshire Council 

 

 

 

 



 

      
 

  



 

Matthew Barber’s spending plans for Thames Valley Police will keep Council Tax rise to just 29p per  
 

This is a message from Val McPherson Area NW Representative and Administrator for all 
Aylesbury. 

I have been informed by a Coordinator down in the Chalfonts & Chilterns area, that they have 
had a number of cars damaged and broken into overnight of 15/16 March, and as you are all 
aware opportunists, car thieves jump areas. 

If your car has been broken into report to the police on 101 unless you witness your car being 
broken into then it is 999 telling the police the offender is near-by. 

Inform your Insurance Company. 

Do not touch anything in case the police need to take finger prints or carry out other 
investigations. 

Make a note of anything missing or stolen and photograph any damage done to your vehicle. 
Your Insurance company may require this information. 

So here are some safety tips to keep your Car Safe: 

  Do not leave your keys in the ignition or door open when your car is unattended.  

  Make sure your car is secure with the roof, sunroof,windows and doors all locked. 

  Do not leave valuables in your car where they can be seen and stolen. 

  Do not leave car documents, credit cards in your car. 

  If you cannot park your car on your drive make sure it is parked in a well-lit area or secure car  
    park. 

  Most sure your alarm is working in your car. 

  Fit lockable wheel nuts, fuel cap and other security devices available. 

  If you have Keyless car fob's some allow you to switch off the wireless signals. Check with your  

    manufacturer. If not please keep your fobs well out of site especially away from the front  

    of your property.  

I sell Faraday signal blocking pouches in two size, one small @ £3.00 each which will take a single 
fob, or a larger one at £4.00 each which takes a mobile phone or two fobs. This prevents access 
to your vehicle by blocking your car key from transmitting its code to the vehicle. If interested 
please email me on valpranddnhwatch@aol.com  

Take care and keep safe. 

Wed 18 Mar 2026 



 



VILLAGE DIARY 
Tuesday 7th April  Parish Council Meeting – Community Centre – 19.30 
Saturday 11th April Community Breakfast – Community Centre 08.30 – 10.30 
Tuesday 5th May  Annual Parish Meeting – Newton Leys Pavilion (tbc) – 19.00 
   to be followed at 19.30 by the Annual Parish Meeting.  
Saturday 9th May  Community Breakfast – Community Centre 08.30 – 10.30 
Saturday 16th May Pre-Loved Sale - Community Centre – 15.00 – 18.00 
Tuesday 2nd June Parish Council Meeting – Community Centre – 19.30 
Saturday 13th June Community Breakfast – Community Centre – 08.30 – 10.30 
                                        For Church dates/times please see the ‘Church Services’ section 

      

         ORGANISATIONS THAT USE THE COMMUNITY CENTRE 
High Ash Scouts, Cubs (Beavers)                           Buttons Pre-School 
Thursday 17.30 – 21.30hrs                                                   Monday – Friday 09.00 – 15.00hrs 
Contact: Dave Pollington 01525 270864                                                       Contact: 01908 533404  
dave.pollington@mkscouts.org                                                                      enquiries@buttonspreschools.co.uk 
www.scouts.org.uk                                                                                            www.buttonspreschools.co.uk 
                                                                         

Louisa Harris Pilates                   Chair Yoga                                         Joyful Tots                                      
Monday day/evening                        Wednesday 9.30 & 14.30 hrs Friday 10.00 – 11.30hrs  
Contact: 07941 203589                    Contact: Sally Peers 07766 756199     Contact: Diane 01525 270409 
Louisa.pilates@gmail.com               sallyyogalondon@gmail.com               or Linda 07971 134497 
www.louisaharrispilates.co.uk                                                                                                                                                
                                  
                                                                                                                                   

To Hire the Hall please telephone 01525 270151 or e-mail: enquiries@shcommunityassociation.co.uk 

Buckinghamshire Council                   0300-131-6000 
Aylesbury Vale Area – Buckinghamshire Council  01296-585858 
Registrar (Births & Deaths)       01296-383005 
Registrar (Marriages)     01296-382481 
Fly-Tipping on Roads     01296-382416 
Social Care Services (Emergency Duty)                  0800-999-7677 
MK General Hospital     01908-660033 
Stoke Mandeville Hospital     01296-315000 
Luton & Dunstable Hospital     01582-491122 
SH Gardening Club (Eileen Curry)    01525-270858 
Clerk to the Parish Council (Kelly Harris)   07793-131810 
Parish Council Chairman (Mubasshir Ajaz)   07775 932925 
Newton Longville Ward Councillor (Caroline Cornell  07976 853643 
Newton Longville Ward Councillor (Jilly Jordan)  07740 308468 
MP – Bucks & Bletchley (Callum Anderson)   callum.anderson.mp@parliment.uk 
PCSO Tina Hobson      07779 586565 
High Ash School      01525-261620 
St Luke’s Church (Revd John Waller)    01525-261062 
St Luke’s Church Warden (Diane Webber)   01525-270409 
St Luke’s Church Warden (Harry Davies)   01234-822780 
Stewkley Methodist Church (Mary Cottrell)    01296 688741 

Police non-emergency number 101 
NHS Helpline non-emergency number 111 

SH NEWS – ADVERTISING RATES 
For 6 bimonthly editions:  FULL Page - £95.00  HALF Page - £55.00  QTR Page - £35.00 

To upgrade to full colour on inside front, inside rear or outside rear cover (subject to 
availability), additional per edition cost: 

FULL Page – plus £16.00  HALF Page - plus £11.00    
Note: Upgrading to full colour is on a per edition basis, not a commitment for 6 editions  



                                      

                                         EDITORS NOTE  
Well Spring is most definitely here, and the daffodils around the village look 
absolutely resplendent and certainly add to the character, and thank you to David 
Venn for providing some of the pics used on the front cover, 
When the last Feb/Mar edition of this publication were landing on your door mats, 
we were only a couple of days away from the Referendum for voting on our 
Neighbourhood Plan. So, thank you to all of those of you who did vote and we now 
have a Neighbourhood Plan in place, which will hopefully give some strength against 
speculative housing developments within our Parish. 
Most homes should be receiving this edition over the weekend of the 28/29th March, 
so I hope you remembered to put your clocks forward by 1 hour on the Sunday night.  
Then, just a few days later we have the Easter weekend and then next month in May 
a further two bank holidays, so please do take note of the revised collection dates in 
the schedule below.  
             May I please have copy for the June/July 2026 issue by the 22nd May 

              Greg Noble, The Birches, Church Road, Stoke Hammond.  MK17 9BP 
                                01525 270744  E-mail: gregnoble1980@aol.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
              WASTE COLLECTION DATES 
          STOKE HAMMOND VILLAGE & NEWTON LEYS SOUTH        
 
 

 
 

 

 Wednesday 1 April                                              Wednesday 1 April      Wednesday 1 April 

                                       Thursday 9 April             Thursday 9 April 

 Wednesday 15 April                                            Wednesday 15 April   Wednesday 15 April    

                                       Wednesday 22 April      Wednesday 22 April        

 Wednesday 29 April                                             Wednesday 29 April   Wednesday 29 April          

                                       Thursday 7 May              Thursday 7 May       

 Wednesday 13 May                                             Wednesday 13 May   Wednesday 13 May  

                                       Wednesday 20 May       Wednesday 20 May 

 Thursday 28 May                                                  Thursday 28 May       Thursday 28 May                                     



 

We are a small family run garage located in Leighton Buzzard, and 
also offering Free collection and Delivery to all surrounding areas! 

                      (We offer)  

Cambelts • Clutches • Servicing • Tyres 

           Air Conditioning • MOTs 

          Vehicle Recovery • Brakes 

            Diagnostics • Bodywork 

  Timing Chains • Exhausts • Batteries 

  Fast & Reliable 

 Competitive Prices 

 All Makes & Models 

 

 
��� Call: 07498 198886  

     
���� Serving: Your Area 



 

3pm-6pm 




