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                                                 PARISH COUNCIL NEWS  

To many RAF Stoke Hammond is something they know very little about if anything at all. 
Located as it was on an isolated site off Dorcas Lane, with just one of the original buildings 
remaining. But because of the extensive time and efforts of local resident Nick Ellins who 
delved into the history of this WW2 and latterly Cold War site, we now know much more 
about its operation and the important role it played during those difficult times. The RAF 
Wireless Station opened in 1943 and was part of an extensive network of similar secret 
sites linked to Bletchley Park that were intercepting encrypted radio transmissions and 
forwarding these onto Bletchley Park for deciphering which ultimately played such an 
important role in bringing an end to the WW2 conflict. After the war RAF Stoke Hammond 
continued in operation and was linked to RAF Stanbridge during the Cold War but was 
finally decommissioned in 1973. The Parish Council was approached by Nick asking if they 

could assist in creating some form of 
permanent memorial for those who 
had worked and served at RAF Stoke 
Hammond, something we were both 
delighted and honoured to be involved 
with.  So it was, and most fittingly on 
the Saturday of the Remembrance 
weekend, that the Parish Council was 
joined by Nick and members of the 
2366 (Bletchley Park) Squadron of the 
Royal Air Force Cadets on the Village 
Green along with our special guest Greg 
Smith MP our Buckinghamshire 
Member of Parliament to unveil a 
memorial plaque in honour for all 

those that served at RAF Stoke Hammond.  A similar plaque has also been placed within 
St Luke’s Church. 

This memorial event and as we have come to expect from our parishioners, attracted a 
large turnout of support from you all, so it was 
felt by the PC that this would be an ideal time 
to recognise the immeasurable contribution 
that Hazel Turner has made in our community.  
Over the years Hazel has been involved with so 
much in Stoke Hammond that it would be 
impossible to list them all here, but for 
example Hazel has been a Parish Councillor, a 
member of the Sports Club Committee, a 
Trustee for the Community Association and 
heavily involved in the upkeep and fund raising 
for St Luke’s Church. It was also quite fitting 
with it being the Remembrance weekend that 

PC Chair Malcom Newing & Greg Smith MP 



Hazel as the local Poppy Appeal organiser has raised in excess of £18,000 for the British 
Legion, and over £500 in this her final year in the role.  Hazel very nearly missed the event 
as she was getting her most important Covid booster jab, but thankfully did arrive in time 
to be presented with a fabulous bouquet of flowers by the PC Chair Malcolm Newing, and 
was overwhelmed by the massive applause she received.   
Just after the last edition of the SH & NLS News went to press, we learnt that the much 
talked about Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan (VALP) 2013 – 2033 was formally adopted by the 
Buckinghamshire Cabinet following its examination by the Governments appointed 
Planning Inspectorate. One of the most important points about the VALP for the Parish of 
Stoke Hammond which runs until 2033, is that it determines future housing growth needs 
and the VALP identifies that Stoke Hammond when taking into consideration recent and 
already approved housing developments, does not need to accommodate any further 
housing growth within the VALP’s time frame. 

There have been two Parish Council Meetings held at the Community Centre since our last 
report, both of which were well attended by you the public. The full minutes of these 
meetings can be found on the PC website, but here follows brief details for some of the 
items discussed. For planning matters and updates, please see the ‘Planning’ section 
elsewhere in this edition:   

 At the October meeting the Public Participation session which is normally held at the 
beginning of the meeting was moved to the end, with a new item ‘Clerks Update on 
Matters Arising’ added to the start, and indeed this worked very well, as this update 
on items raised at previous meetings, did effectively answer some of the questions 
which may well have been asked in the public participation session. All agreed that 
this new format worked well and will be carried across for future meetings. 

 The Wing Ward Councillor Peter Cooper had written to all Town and Parish Clerks, 
about the fact that across the country many highways authorities have embraced the 
principle of 20mph zones being introduced into residential areas, such as our 
neighbouring counties of Oxfordshire, Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire, but at the 
present time the Bucks Transport policy has no provision to even consider the 
introduction of 20mph zones. Your PC unanimously agreed that we would welcome 
the opportunity of at least having the possible option of introducing 20mph zones in 
our Parish, something we don’t have now. The Clerk would be writing to Cllr Cooper 
confirming our support for his campaign.  

 It was asked if the PC would look into the possible reinstatement of the Village Pond 
that used to be at the top of Church Road.  This subject was investigated a few years 
ago but went no further. The pond site if it were to be excavated would involve the 
removal of many tons of earth, and would involve much cost, albeit there maybe 
some grant funding available to help reduce the burden on the Parish coffers. But 
there are other matters to consider, not least does the village as a whole want the 
pond reinstated, so it is likely that a poll will be undertaken to glean what the village 
would prefer – Pond or No Pond? It was also felt that the PC would need to seek some 
professional advice, as to any drainage or water damage issues that could occur to 
nearby residences if indeed the pond which used to be served by a natural water 
source was dug out and allowed to refill. 



 The PC agreed to set up a Community Fund Grant scheme whereby organisations 
within the Parish can apply for monies to support projects or needs that the 
organisation are unable to adequately self-finance. Although not yet finalised, the 
scheme will probably have a total annual budget of £2.5 - £3K with a maximum grant 
of £350 per project. Applicants will have to complete a questionnaire that will point 
scored to access if the project qualifies for financial support. 

 The matter of the land to Mount Pleasant that back in December of last year was 
suddenly fenced off, came up again as the application by the residents to have the 
land registered as a Village Green, has finally been acknowledged when a sign 
appeared on the site from Buckinghamshire Council confirming this application. If 
successful, and the land does become registered as a Village Green, the land owner 
will be obliged to reopen the land for all to use. The PC will again be writing to the 
authorities to reiterate their support for this application.  

 The PC will be funding the siting of a new litter bin outside/nearby to the village 
shop to ease the problem of waste in this area. 

   

   

With this being the last PC News of 2021 and the next scheduled PC Meeting is not until 
the New Year 7.30pm Tuesday 11th January at the Community Centre, your Parish Council 
would very much like to take this opportunity to wish all that live within the Parish of Stoke 
Hammond the Happiest of Christmas’s and the Very Best for 2022.  

 
                 
 
             Should you wish to contact your Parish Council, please do so via our clerk: 
    Joanna Simonds,  Hollymill Cottage, Newton Road, Stoke Hammond, Bucks. MK17 9DE  
Tel: 07818 016108     clerk.stokehammondpc@gmail.com   www.stokehammondpc.com 



 



  



                            

07710 298129 / 01908 502366 



 



                                    

 

 

 
                                         

 

                                             

                                        Time - Speed 

Time and tide wait for no man. The world keeps spinning and 

Canute can vouch for the tide. I’ve been watching Brian Cox’s 

programme “Universe”. That makes you think. Millions of years 

is a long time. Millions of light years is a bloody long way. 

Galaxies come, galaxies go and our world will disappear along 

with everything else. 

The clocks went back last month and I enjoyed an extra hour in 

bed. I awoke quite refreshed (although this may be connected 

with an alcohol free week) and thought why don’t I go to bed 

an hour earlier every night and wake up feeling better every 

day – fat chance. About that time I was talking with someone 

about time management and the subject of HS2 came up. It’s 

always been my argument that if a man in London wants to get 

to Manchester 15 minutes quicker he should get up 15 minutes 

earlier and catch a different train. 

AND this morning (18.11.21) it was announced that the Leeds 

branch is to be cancelled. Hurrah – why didn’t they do that 

for the first stage saving the taxpayer billions of pounds and 

the ripping up of our County? 

To conclude I came across a reader’s letter in the Sunday 

Times. It made me think life is just me, me, me and now, now, 

now and climate change is relatively insignificant. It read: 

“Life is just a moment in time between two eternal periods of 

total oblivion 

                     Grumpy Old Man                                                      



 

   
 YOU COULD ADVERTISE YOUR 
    COMPANY OR SERVICES  
 HERE FOR JUST £30 A YEAR  
   (6 BIMONTHLY EDITIONS) 
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED THEN 
          PLEASE EMAIL:  
enquiries@shcommunityassociation.co.uk 

  
  OR CALL GREG NOBLE ON  
          01525 270744   
 

 





                MAVIS’S QUIZ       
 

Answers to the last quiz and if you remember you 
had to name the Classic Album and the artist/s 
from the LP Cover image and first letter clues. 
 

(1) ABBEY ROAD by THE BEATLES 
(2) TUBULAR BELLS by MIKE OLDFIELD  
(3) RUMOURS by FLEETWOOD MAC   
(4) STICKY FINGERS by THE ROLLONG STONES 
(5) AVALON by ROXY MUSIC  (6) BLACKSTAR by DAVID BOWIE 
(7) BAT OUT OF HELL by MEATLOAF  (8) DARK SIDE OF THE MOON by PINK FLOYD 
(9) HOTEL CALIFORNIA by THE EAGLES  (10) HOW DARE YOU – 10CC 

 
 

Still going with the pictorial theme, can you name the title of 
these famous paintings and the artist who painted them. To 
assist we’ve given you the first letter of the title and then the 
first letter of the artist.      
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

                            

 T _ _  S _ _ _  O _  M _ _ 

    R _ _ _  M _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 

      W _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  M _ _ _ _ _ 

J _ _ _ _  M _ _ _ _ _ _  W _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 

     M _ _ _   L _ _ _ 

L _ _ _ _ _ _ _  D _  V _ _ _ _ 

 

A _ _ _ _ _ _ _  G _ _ _ _ 

      G_ _ _ _  W _ _ _    

D _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _  

1 

2

 

3 

     T _ _  H _ _   W _ _ _ 

  J _ _ _   C _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 

4

 

  5 
  6 

     T _ _  L _ _ _ _ _ _  C _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

                F _ _ _ _   H _ _ _  



                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T _ _   B _ _ _ _   O _   V _ _ _ _  

  S _ _ _ _ _   B _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 

T _ _   P _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  O _  M _ _ _ _ _    

               S _ _ _ _ _ _ _   D _ _ _ _  

 

Best of luck,  

the answers    

 In the next 

   edition.  

 

 T _ _   W _ _ _ _ _ _    

                W _ _ _ _ 

 P _ _ _ _   

            P _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 7 

        T _ _  S _ _ _ _ _ 

      E_ _ _ _ _  M _ _ _ _   

D _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _  

  8 

 9 
 10 





         STOKE HAMMOND LOCAL  

        STORE & POST OFFICE 

 

Opening Hours: 

Mon-Sat: 6.30am till 9.00pm 

         Sun: 8.00am till 9.00pm 

 

 

 

 

 
   

    Our Products:           

       News & Magazines       Beers, Wines & Spirits             Pet Food 

    Confectionary & Snacks                Soft Drinks  Health & Beauty Products 

Bread (inc. Turney’s) & Cakes        Tobacco & Cigarettes  Frozen Food & Ice Creams 

          Dairy Products                 Groceries          Greeting Cards 

              Medicines  Baby Food & other Products       Household Sundries 

Sandwiches & Ready Meals          Fruit & Vegetables        Stationary Items 
 

    Other Services: 
  * Pay-point/Top up services will be available.       *  Cash machine will be available. 

  * Photocopying         * Pies & Coffee will be introduced in the morning. 

  

 

“A FRIENDLY WELCOME GUARANTEED”  





 



 





 



                            STOKE HAMMOND BOOK CLUB 

                             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Remains of the Day - by Kazuo Ishiguro 
 
Once again, we were all aware that this book was 
made in to a very successful film with an excellent 
cast including Emma Thompson and Anthony 
Hopkins and therefore, we had high hopes for 
it.  The story is set in the early nineteen hundreds 
and concerns Stevens a butler who sees his 
occupation as a profession and is amazingly loyal 
to his employer, Lord Darlington.    He is obsessed 
with being the perfect butler and expects the staff 
under him to feel the same.  He is a bit mystified 
when meetings are held at the stately home 
involving important people including a high 
ranking German but feels that it is really none of 

his business although later it was thought that Lord Darlington was a Nazi 
sympathiser.  This aspect added a bit more interest to the story. 
 
Stevens seems to have a love/hate relationship with the housekeeper and when, 
many years after she has left, a letter is received from her leading him to think 
and hope that possibly she wants to return to her old job.  With his new 
employer’s agreement, he sets off to the west country to see her and possibly 
get her back to Darlington Hall. 
 
It was agreed that the writing was a delight and the author had a perfect 
understanding of a certain type of ‘Englishness‘ which was described 
perfectly.  However, some mentioned that they found it rather hard going and 
although they felt that there was a bit too much detail about the virtues of being 



   



‘in service’ we heard from someone’s experience that it was a very true 
description of how butlers behave.   Others in the group felt sorry for Stevens as 
he was obviously stuck in a rut and was emotionally unfulfilled.  Several 
members of the club had no empathy with him at all and we were all 
disappointed that it did not have a happy ending !  
 
Conclusion: worth a read if just for the delightful language. 
 
 
The Light between Two Oceans - by M.L.Stedman 
 
The main character is Tom a WW1 veteran whose 
civvy job is maintaining an important lighthouse in 
a remote part of Australia.  He is delighted to have 
found a lovely wife to join him in his solitary life 
but Izzy is desperate to have a child. After two 
miscarriages and a still birth her prayers are 
answered when a baby washes up on shore in a 
rowboat.  Tom thinks they should notify the 
Authorities but gives in to Izzy’s pleadings to keep 
the baby girl.  Several years later they meet by 
chance the child’s biological mother, who has no 
idea what happened to her baby. They must make 
a decision that will affect the lives of four people 
in particular not to mention other members of the families. 
 
On the whole the group enjoyed the book finding the descriptions of the island 
and even the workings of the lighthouse fascinating.   They felt empathy with 
Tom who still suffered from guilt about things that happened in the war and the 
situation added to his guilt as he was convinced that they should admit that they 
had the child.  Although it was mentioned that it was a bit far fetched most of us 
read it avidly, anxious to find out how it concluded.  However, an illustration of 
how different people react to different situations - one of us thought the story 
immoral and didn’t like it at all and a couple of us had slight misgivings about the 
actions of Tom and Izzy.   It was certainly an unusual tale and we all agreed that 
it was excellent for the Author’s first novel. 
 
Conclusion: Different and a page-turner. 



 





  PLANNING APPLICATION NEWS 
  & UPDATES OCT & NOV 2021  
 

 
In this section you will find details of planning applications received, comments 
made by your Parish Council, and any updates on previous planning applications. 

NEW PLANNING APPLICATIONS: 
21/04120/APP Stoke Lodge, Lodge Lane, Stoke Hammond MK17 9BU 
Erection of a single storey home office and gym/games building. 
Stoke Lodge sits within the Conservation Area of Stoke Hammond, and this very much 
needed to be a consideration. The PC felt that although only single story the size and 
nature of the building would have a dramatic impact on Stoke Lodge and the views to 
same, and for these reasons the PC resolved to object to this application. 
 

21/03509/APP 20 Coleman Road, Bletchley MK3 5QD 
Loft conversion with new roof over, rear and front dormers 
This application was very similar to a previous application 21/02738/APP that was 
refused on the grounds of being oversize and out of keeping with the appearance of 
neighbouring properties. Other than a very slight reduction in the width of the proposed 
loft conversion, the PC felt the previous grounds for refusal were still applicable and 
objected to this application. 
 

21/03250/APP 8 Brookfields, Stoke Hammond MK17 9FR 
First Floor extension above double garage. 
Once again, an application very similar to a previously refused application 21/00064/APP 
on the grounds that the extension was overbearing in size and out of keeping with the 
style of neighbouring properties.  This new application had a slight reduction to the 
originally proposed design, but the PC felt the previous grounds for refusal still applied 
and objected to this new application. 
 

21/02666/APP Oakwood Grove Farm, Church Road, Stoke Hammond MK17 9BT 
Single storey rear extension 
Here we are again, another application very similar to a previous 21/02666/APP which 
was refused on the grounds that the planners thought the proposed extensions were both 
incongruous and unsympathetic to the character of this barn conversion. This new 
application although smaller in scale could be deemed to still fall foul of the planner’s 
original grounds for refusal.  For this reason, the PC decided to postpone their decision 
until Heritage had made their comments. Heritage have since applied certain conditions 
regarding materials and finishes but not opposed.  The PC have subsequently made No 
Objection to this planning application. 

PLANNING UPDATES: 
21/03310/COUAR Barn at Bragenham Side, Stoke Hammond MK17 9DB 
Determination as to whether prior approval is required in respect of transport & highway 
impact, noise, contamination risk, flooding and locational considerations for the 
conversion of agricultural barn into one dwelling house (Class Q(a)) and in relation to 
design and external appearance of the buildings (Class Q(b)) 

Approved by planning 
 

For further information/updates on these or other planning applications in our locality, 
please visit the following website entering the application reference or use the map search 
facility - https://www.aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk/search-planning-licensing-applications 
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