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 YOUR GREAT BRICKHILL UNITARY WARD COUNCILLORS 

The Great Brickhill Ward includes the villages of: Drayton Parslow, 

Dunton, Great Brickhill, Hoggeston, Hogshaw, Mursley, Newton Longville, 

North Marston, Oving, Pitchcott, Quainton, Soulbury, Stewkley, Stoke 

Hammond & Swanbourne. 
 

Phil Gomm 
It’s been a privilege living and being part of the spirited multicultural 
Aylesbury Vale community all my life. People have always been my 
focus and as a DJ Presenter and owner of an events company, 
listening and delivering accurately has been key. Family is 
extremely important and it’s been my pleasure to farm and breed 
horses with them. Recently, as a County Councillor, Chairman of 
Thames Valley Crimestoppers and Buckingham Neighbourhood 
Action Group I’ve gained a passion for advocating for the best for 
people which I endeavour to continue. 
 
 

Email: Philip.Gomm@buckinghamshire.gov.uk Mob: 07778 117647 
 
 

Jilly Jordan 
I am currently working as a Unitary Councillor in the Ivers. I have 
served on several committees, including planning (local and 
strategic) and finance, and I am Chairman of the local Community 
Board. We recently moved to live in the area. I am keen to use 
experience gained as a member of Buckinghamshire Council to 
the benefit of the local community. Clearly, we face many 
challenges, including those presented by major infrastructure 
projects. I look forward to getting to know members of the local 
communities and working together to maintain and improve the 
quality of life in our villages. 
 

Email: Jordan@buckinghamshire.gov.uk  Mob: 07740 308468 
 

Iain Macpherson 
Iain has spent the last 39 years in business, initially in international 
sales and marketing roles for multi-national companies travelling 
extensively, but more recently in medium sized businesses in the 
food sector in the Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire area as 
Managing Director. He has always taken a keen interest in both 
national and local politics and has recently supported Greg Smith’s 
campaign pre-election on the doorsteps. He’s attended many 
fundraising events and local activities such as the anti-HS2 rallies. 
Iain is married to Angela, they have two mature children; Rosanna 
(31) and Angue (28) 
 

Email: Iain.Macpherson@buckinghamshire.gov.uk  Mob: Not Avail  
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                                       Feeling Old? 

Well, it’s been a busy couple of months on the political front. A 
number of points arising have made me think I may be getting old 
– mainly because I have seen them all before. Interest rates 
doubling – hey wait until they get to 15% again. Unions bringing 
workers out on strike. It seems everyone is at it- Solicitors, 
postal workers, train drivers, public sector workers etc. etc.. I 
remember the pit strikes and working by candlelight in blacked 
out offices. And a friend reminded me that he went on strike (was 
“made” to) with British Telecom and he never recouped the money 
he lost during the action. 

When I was a youth of 17 or 18, I recall a friend in my cycling 
club being invited to join the 40+ club. An age-related group. 
My, did we youngsters take the ****. What we’d give now to be the 
other side of 40. Around that time, or shortly afterwards, I 
recall Dave Allen (comedian) relating a symptom of getting old 
was that he had started puffing when he bent down to tie his 
shoelaces. I doubt if he was more than mid-forties. 

And I note that I may no longer be keeping up with “technology”. 
(I remember explaining the video recorder to my mother. How could 
she not understand that?) I am advised that I can now travel in 
and out of London with an app on my mobile or just tapping a 
machine with my bank card. What’s happened to tickets? I’ve found 
places that won’t take cheques. I’ve found places that won’t take 
cash!! (Cash has always been king). And, of course, there are 
card only aisles in the supermarkets to speed up your shopping 
“experience”. 

A recent visit to a local hostelry revealed an increase in the 
price of their beer. By chance I had reviewed the price on-line 
as £5.00 per pint. Their website had not however been updated and 
we were charged £5.50 (I’m sorry but we’ve had to make an 
increase due to blah blah blah). Now 50p did not seem a great 
amount but in old money that was 10 shillings. In 1971 I remember 
saying I would not drink Guinness again if it went over 10 
shillings a pint! (I did say the same again when it was 
approaching £1 per pint). 

And last week I was working in an office with a lass of almost 
30. In the course of conversation, it came out that she had never 
heard of Luncheon Vouchers. I couldn’t believe it – I must be 
getting old! 

                      Grumpy Old Man   
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                            STOKE HAMMOND BOOK CLUB 

                             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Binding - by Bridget Collins 
 

Another strange topic !  
Set in medieval times the main character is Emmett 
Farmer a farm labourer whose life Is changed when 
he is sent to be an apprentice to a ‘Bookbinder’. - an 
elderly lady called Seredith. Although Emmett learns 
the skills of bookbinding this is not the normal 
establishment but almost like a confessional where 
anxious people come to admit to horrors and 
traumatic memories in their past and having 
expressed them the experiences are turned by the 
Binder into a book and supposedly erased from the 
client’s memory.  The books, beautifully bound, are 

then locked away and one suspects that the ‘bindings’ could easily be used for 
evil purposes.     
 

Although all agreed the book was rather strange it received a mixed 
reception.  Most thought it was far too long and having quite liked it to start with 
became impatient later. Others enjoyed the strangeness of it.    It was thought to 
be rather muddled as so much was happening in different directions.     It could 
be described in part as an unusual love story starting from initial dislike to full 
infatuation but this is only one element of a rather complicated story.  The group 
thought there were interesting descriptions particularly of the countryside but 
complained that the women characters from Seredith onwards were not given 
the importance they deserved. 
 

Conclusion:   Definitely different but unable to fully recommend it. 
 



OPENING TIMES 

Monday 9:30-2:30 

Tuesday 9:00-4:00 

Wednesday 9:00-4:00 

Thursday 9:00-8:00 

Friday – Closed 

Saturday 9:00-4:00 

 

                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

MADISONS 
HAIR & BEAUTY 

01908 632 050 

 Ladies 

 Men’s cuts 

 Colours 

 Children 
 

17 GREENWAY, NEWTON LONGVILLE, 
MILTON KEYNES, MK17 0AP 



BOOK TWO 
 

The Kingmaker’s Daughter -n by Philippa Gregory 
 

At last - great enthusiasm when we met to discuss the 
book.   Everyone enjoyed it.  Of course Philippa 
Gregory is a well-known and respected writer 
particularly of historical novels and this one concerned 
Anne Neville daughter of Richard Neville, Earl of 
Warwick who is known as the kingmaker due to his 
great influence , particularly in royal circles in the 
fifteenth century. However, before he can arrange for 
one of his two daughters to marry King Edward the king 
marries Elizabeth Woodville in secret and the 
Kingmaker needs all his skill and scheming to find 

another way to fulfil his ambitions for the Neville family.   
 

We all found the book an interesting mixture of fact and fiction and enjoyed the 
descriptions of life at Court, clothes and jewellery even letting us know about the 
battles without going into too much detail - which one member of the group 
remarked made it obvious that it was written by a woman !   We appreciated the 
historical research that had obviously been carried out (and even learnt a few 
things).  So, the conclusion was that this month’s read was definitely a success. 
 

Conclusion:   Certainly, another good read from Philippa Gregory. 
 

Next month’s first book - Birdcage Walk - by Helen Dunmore 
 

   

            Every Wednesday morning from 10am. 

  All welcome, pop along for a mingle and a chat 
with friends and neighbours whilst enjoying a cup 
          of tea or coffee and a biscuit on the side 

     The Sports Club, Bragenham Side. MK17 9DB 



 

 A DIFFERENT ADVENTURE EVERY TIME 

 

VW Campervan hire straight from the garage you can trust  

 

Hire available from £90.00 per night 

Hire from as little as 2 days, depending on availability. 

 

Fully equipped with all you need for your glamping experience. 

Heating, Gas Hob, Fridge, Sink, 5-seater, 4 birth. 

   
Tel: 07877 835236 

Email: hello@mdcampers.co.uk 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/MDCampers 

Instagram: mdcampers_campervanhire 

Website: www.mdcampers.co.uk 



 

Stoke Hammond’s local Independent Garage. 

Keeping the cars of Stoke Hammond & surrounding areas on the road since 2001 

Available for: 

Servicing & Repairs 

Mots 

Diagnostics 

Air Conditioning 
 

All Makes & Models 

 

Fitting is free for all Bulbs, Blades & Batteries purchased from us 

(Standard fitment only) 

 

You can find us up the single-track road, to the left of the Village Shop. 
 

Mark & Jo 

MD Autocare, The Workshop, Olde Bell Close 

Stoke Hammond, MK17 9BZ 

 

Tel: 01525 270278 

Email: mdautocare@gmail.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/MDAutocare 



 

 

 

 

December 2022 – Parish News 

To support the launch of Anti-Bullying Week on Monday 14th November, the theme 
this year is to ‘Reach Out’. We discussed bullying and what it means and how to 
reach out to prevent it. We started the week with celebrating differences and 
diversity so we invited the children and staff to come into school in odd socks! 

Children in Need - Friday 18th November - we invited the children to wear 
something spotty and bring in a cash donation to support this charity.  Children 
in Need are the leading independent funder for children and young people in 
the UK.  They believe that every child and young person deserves the opportunity 
to thrive and be the best they can be. Through their grant making and wider work, 
they aim to create lasting, positive change across the UK for the children and 
young people who need it the most.  All the children and staff looked SPOTastic! 

NSPCC’s Speak out. Stay safe. online programme – the children participated in 

this online programme which consisted of an online assembly and supporting 

classroom based activities. Speak out. Stay safe. is a safeguarding programme 

available to all primary schools in the UK and Channel Islands. It aims to help 

children understand abuse in all its forms and to recognise the signs of abuse in 

a child friendly way. Children are taught to speak out if they are worried, either 

to a trusted adult or Childline. The messages were delivered in a fun and 

interactive way with the help of their mascot Buddy as well as special guest 

appearances from Ant and Dec. 
 

Christmas Events and Celebrations! 
We are busy preparing for our festive celebrations. 
 
Nativity Productions –  Our Foundation and a Year One and Two Nativities will 
take place on Tuesday 13th and Wednesday 14th December at 2:00pm and 
5:30pm. Parents will be invited. 
 
Christmas Tree Walk - KS2 (Years Three to Six) will walk to the woods on 

Friday 2nd December at 9:00am for our annual Christmas Tree Service. Parents 

will be invited to walk with us to the woods from school. Fdn and KS1(Years 

Reception to two) - will have an outdoor service at school at 2:00pm on the 

same day, Friday 2nd December and parents will be invited to this. They will sing 

carols, say prayers and have a Christmas biscuit! 



 

December 2022 – High Ash Parish News Continued: 

Christingle Service – we are holding a KS1 Christingle Service on Thursday 15th 
December at 1:45pm at St Mary’s Church.  Our KS2 children will have a 
Christmas Carol Service on Monday 19th December at 1:45pm at St Mary’s 
Church. Parents will be invited to join us at these events. 
 
Good Companions Christmas concert – this will take place on Thursday 8th 
December at 1:30pm in the school hall. All Good Companions are invited to join 
us at this festive event. They will be entertained by our talented children and 
refreshments and mince pies will be available. We do hope some of you will be 
able to join us. If anyone should like to reserve seats, please contact the school 
office on 01525 261620. 
 

Sarah J Boyce                                             
 

Sarah Boyce 
Headteacher 
headteacher@highash.bucks.sch.uk 
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                                          EDITORS NOTE  
Gosh, how quick do the years seem to pass now, they say that happens as you get 
older, it only seems like yesterday I was celebrating the arrival of the new 
Millennium! I do of course have to say a big thankyou to all those who make the SH 
& NLS News happen, from the contributors, advertisers, the Parish Council and of 
course the small army of volunteers who deliver the SH News to your homes.  Thank 
you All. 
                                     And to everyone out there, I wish you all 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          May I please have copy for the February/March 2023 issue by the 20th January 
                  Greg Noble, Oak Farm, Bragenham Side, Stoke Hammond.  MK17 9DB 
                                    01525 270744  E-mail: gregnoble1980@aol.com 

 

            WASTE COLLECTION DATES 

          STOKE HAMMOND VILLAGE & NEWTON LEYS SOUTH        
 
 

 
 

 
 

                                       Wednesday 7 Dec          Wednesday 7 Dec                                                     

Wednesday 14 Dec                                               Wednesday 14 Dec 

                                       Wednesday 21 Dec        Wednesday 21 Dec 

Friday 30 December                                             Friday 30 December 

                                       Friday 6 January             Friday 6 January    

Thursday 12 Jan                                                    Thursday 12 Jan  

                                       Wednesday 18 Jan         Wednesday 18 Jan 

Wednesday 25 Jan                                                Wednesday 25 Jan     Wednesday 25 Jan 

                                       Wednesday 1 Feb           Wednesday 1 Feb           

Wednesday 8 Feb                                                  Wednesday 8 Feb      Wednesday 8 Feb 






