Church Funeral Policy

All funerals are worship services and as such are the domain of the Church.   To the extent possible, the Church will work to accommodate the desires of the family in preparing the funeral program.     As such, no funerals are to be scheduled or programs printed without the prior approval of the Pastor or his designee. 

Upon the death of a disciple of this Church or the immediate family member of the same (husband, wife, mother, father, son, daughter, sister, or brother) it will be the policy of the Church to send a bouquet of flowers or donation and a resolution.   This act of benevolence shall suffice for the entire Church and its Auxiliaries.   This act of benevolence in no way removes the obligation of all Auxiliaries to provide other acts of Christian service to the bereaved families of this fellowship.    

The Pastor is expected to deliver the eulogy for all disciples of the Church unless otherwise agreed upon by the Pastor at the request of the family.   In such case, it shall be the responsibility of said family to provide compensation for the approved eulogist.   In the event that the Pastor is unavailable; the Pastor will ensure that a eulogist is available.   In the absence of a Pastor, the Chairman of Deacons shall ensure the availability of a eulogist.   Auxiliaries are expected to provide service as requested.

Church discipleship/membership shall be predicated upon an individual’s name being listed on the Church Roster (list of active contributing members) and/or the list of Sick & Shut-in*.   An individual who previously united with this fellowship, but has failed to maintain their Covenant obligations to this body IS NOT a disciple/member of this Church. 

All fraternal organizations MUST conduct their ceremonies prior to the funeral service.

The Church facilities may be used for the services of non-disciples of the Church.   At the discretion of the Pastor/Trustees/Board of Directors, a fee may be accessed for the use of the building.   This fee will be accessed in accordance with the Building Usage Policy and must be collected prior to building use.  At no time, should the services of a non-disciple of the Church conflict with the regularly scheduled activities of the Church.

The Church bears no obligations for the funeral services of non-disciples.    The Pastor and/or musicians may at their discretion access a fee to the family for the use of their services.   Auxiliaries may serve at their discretion. 

* An individual who has the ability to come and go at will, but chooses not to attend worship services IS NOT by definition Sick & Shut-in.
