
First steps to Cainbodia peace 
... ..., FORMATION of the Su­

preme National Council 
(SNC) by the warring factions 
·in Cambodia should only be 
regarded as a first tentative 
step to bring peace to a country 
which has suffered from 20 
years of conflict and numerous 
failed peace proposals (Guard­
ian, September 11) .. 

The actions of the Khmer 
Rouge . over the past 11 years 

. does. not seem to indicate that 
they are ready to give up the 
fight to acquire power. Until 
the final agreement is signed by 
all factions, the Khmer Rouge 
may find numerous excuses to 
undermine the plan. 

However, if free and fair elec· 
lions are held under the aus­
pic~s of the UN, there is no indi· 
cation as to how civilians will 
be protected from Intimidation, 
especially from the Khmer 
Rouge who have already used 
such tactics to acquire forced 
conscripts and food supplies 

• 
during the past decade . 

The peace plan of the five per .. 
manent members of the UN Se· 
curity Council also fails to give 
a financial undertaking to en· 
sure its success. With financial 
requit-ements on Western gov· 
ernments of the Gulf crisis and 
with the possibility of war not 
completely ruled out, where is 
the money for the peace keep· 
ing force coming from? The UN 
may not have adequate funds to 
implement any agreement 
reached if the richest countries 
have already donated millions 
of pounds to the Gulf. . 

As you said in your leader, 
the Five must take on the res· 
ponsibility to ensure the plan is 
successfully implemented ... 
Pressure to this end must be 
kept up on all sides lnvotvcd, if 
we are to avoid dashing the 
newly founded hopes of the 
Cambodian pcopJe. 
Paresh Motta. 
Oxford. 


