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-~leaked papers suggest- · come level,~ tiut there will be no 
· ing ·that most, if not all, more fo~ the· poorest sections of 

.. ·social .· ~ec,uri.ty . paYJllen~ ' the · . n~tiQn ·. · the. eld.erly, . th~ 
·may oo· frozetr·or cut during the·~ ·disabled, .. the ·.vasf.majority ·or 
next financial year because of · those on benefit . · if the Trea­
public· spending restraints·. suiy.holds their increases down 
(Guardian,. October 29) is ·~ap~· · '.'to .. just 2 per cent. Socicll secu-~ 
palling. and yet ano~her exam~. . · . :t;~ty ~as devi~e4 to ~~lp those ' . 
ple of the Government's U-turn . :: inost In need/ but the . tax cuts 
politics. . · · r· .. · : ':and ( .. person~· .... allowan~es_.·. :in:-· .. 

The suggestion made by some· · crea~es·: of· the last ·;.few . years · 
Conservative backbenc~ers · suggests· tha~ '-the·. :p00rest sec· 
that promises about Q~nefit~· . qons hav~ · subsidised .. those in 
made during·· the :.election · may:· . etriployment~ ; resulting i~ a · 
have to be postponed becau~e.of .growing gap between t~e poor 
the recession should be treated ·. arid rich. . · ·: ·: · ' : . . ' . . 
with contempt ... ls -this.·; the ·.Whether ·the Prime Minister 
degree of ·. ac~ouit~bilitY..i ·.~~t :~t~·l)ded·: if: or··-not, · this is the 

. electorate. deserve? .. '·· . ,· :·.< .. : ... :: .. • treiid,.that is likely . to:·.emerge if . 
~ · .· ... Jud~n~ ~Y. ·~~)~~perie~ce'or ;·s99,~~'t~~~~:~~-,pa~~nts : ~re. i 

• l ~¢a! :. cuts 1n c~Ud.-t~~employ ... ~:· : .~~· ·.o~_,~t\::~.f~eal _ter~s. IS;· ·.:. 
· ment and pension· benefits dur··: ~ this . the ._classless· society'': :. 
ing the last decade, and . the ·.John Major is striving for? If so, ~ : 
length and :depth tlf· th.et. reces- the electorate des¢tve a better · : 
sion, it seems unlikely, · ev~n if deal and a better government . ·. , 
the economy · had·. ~tarte~ . Jhe · Paresh Motla. · · ·.;, · · · · · 

~ recovery phase, ·tthat · · t~te . : :f·lrl· · : 41 Gl~ville Road/ 
tende? promises made Qil:~~~al~ . :Q.~Qrd. · . · .. ·.·. · ... . .. ~. · 
secunty payments were:·.ever .· ·· · 
likely to be trans~ated .into ·:ac~ ·. 
tual payments·. · · ;. · 

The next budget, like many·. of. 
the past ories, will no doub.t. Pr9· 
. d uce . increases . in· per.sonal tax · · 
'allowances by· the rate of infla··· · 
tion for everyone in employ-. 
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