YOU CAN PUT LIPSTICK ON A PIG, BUT IT’S STILL A PIG
Flashy booklets, color-printed handouts, rambling explanations, a non-starter rebranding, $5 dollar cookies served up to folks in another city…come on.  It’s still a pig.  
The sales pitch delivered to the council last evening was anything but transparent.  Yes, there were lots of data given in the form of handouts, Power Points, animated videos of still shots, and of course the admission that we did everything right! But they didn’t do everything right. They made some serious mistakes and are unwilling to take ownership.
When I stood in front of the judge and registered my opposition to the affirmation of the bonds it was grounded in an obvious lack of transparency. The Sunshine Laws in Georgia. These consist of the Open Meetings Act (O.C.G.A. §§ 50-14-1 through 6) and the Open Records Act (O.C.G.A. § 50-18-70 through 77).  A veil of mystery had been hung around the Port Wentworth Development Authority, the board members, meeting times, agendas, minutes and the issuance of bonds.  There is no record of how members are selected, other than a portal to nominate yourself on the website. If you didn’t know there were or should be meetings and documents available, how were you supposed to know? That is what the PW leadership has been banking on, that “I was so ignorant, I did not know what I did not know” (Gary Paulson, Woodsong, 1990). 
This information was not readily available until last night. What prompted the attempt at transparency?  We did.  We asked questions, we demanded answers, we tugged at the veil.  I am proud we raised our voices; we need to continue to do so.  Eventually they’ll run out of lipstick. 
