
WHY ARE YOU TALKING ABOUT RUBRICS?
Students and teachers are very familiar with rubrics.  Tools used in evaluating projects, papers, and even classroom behavior, rubrics are used to set the stage for expectations (given upfront) as well as deciding the quality of a project (as an assessment tool).
Did you know that many cities use rubrics in the planning process Invest in Neighborhoods, a professional organization provides a 26 page example of how to develop and use a planning rubric for urban planning. Cincinnati, OH was experiencing rapid growth and the city was encouraging that growth through tax abatements, generous zoning changes, and use of public land for private enterprise.  The organization stated that city leadership was focused on the following:
· Private development brings jobs, housing, tax base, and economic opportunity to struggling neighborhoods. 
· Partnering with the private market is the best way for the city to have enough power to meet its development needs
·  If we ask too much of private development, it will go somewhere else, and we will lose out (https://www.investinneighborhoods.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Peaslee-Equitable-Dev-Rubric.pdf)
I’d like to start a community discussion about how PW goes about planning.  Let’s start with some questions:
1. Does PW use rubrics when proposals come before the Planning Commission? How is it used or why not? If so, where can the public find a copy of the document without having to use FOIA and paying? 
2. What are the standard elements that must be included in proposals for rezoning? Site proposals? 
I’m looking forward to your response.
