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Gettysburg Battlefield Preservation Association

Installs Doug Snyder as new President.

Doug Snyder has been involved in
Civil War reenacting for 27 years
and is presently the Chief of Staff
for the Federal Volunteer Brigade
organization.

A native Pennsylvanian, and a Civ-
il War veteran descendant, Doug

first became interested in Civil War

history after a childhood trip to
rettysburg and then reading "The
Killer Angels". In turn he spent
many weekends in Gettysburg ex-
ploring the battlefield with his
family. He started as a Private in
Company K of the Sixth Wisconsin
Infantry as a member of the Iron
Brigade. Being a reenactor gave
him the opportunity to participate
in events all along the East Coast
and develop lasting friendships.
A few notable events for Doug in-
clude being the Division Chief of
Staff at the 150th Gettysburg anni-
versary reenactment, and Federal
Commander at the Daniel Lady
Farm’s Shiloh and Fields of Fury
events. He credits his mentors, Ron

alese and Bob Rosati, in getting
him started in reenacting and
teaching him the customs of service
and tactics.
Doug has been active in his commu-
nity, giving Civil War talks and
presentations to various Scout and
school groups over the years. He
was also a volunteer with the Na-
tional Park Service assisting in the
Gettysburg Park Watch with over
700 hours of service on the battle-
field. Doug spends many hours vol-
unteering with the Daniel Lady
Farm and enjoys preserving its rich
history. He started as a reenactor
volunteer on the Volunteer Opera-
tions Board seven years ago and has
been a GBPA Trustee for the last
four years, serving as Vice Presi-
dent the last two. As President his
philosophy is to be true to the histo-
1y of the Daniel Lady Farm, pre-
serve and enhance the educational
opportunities of the farm and make
it available to the public to enjoy
while learning. He would like to

Doug Snyder GBPA President

wholeheartedly thank Kirk Davis
and Diana Forgett for the opportu-
nities to volunteer, grow and be
part of the Daniel Lady Farm. He
also would like to give grateful
thanks to the Daniel Lady Farm
Volunteer family for all the work
they do to make the Farm and
events run.
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July 4-6th: 162" Gettysburg, Daniel
Lady farm, Gettysburg, PA Visit:
www.GBPA.org to register online.
*(FVB Event) (7 MD COMPANY
Event)

July 18-20: Funkstown, MD
http:/www.funkstown.com/ipecial-
events/day-in-the-park/ (7" MD
COMPANY Event)

SEPTEMBER

Sept 19-20: Civil War Tactical
Event at the Daniel Lady Farm. *
(FVB Event) (v MD COMPANY
Event)

Sept 26-28: Shadows of 1864; New
Birth of Freedom Council Scout
Camporee (Individual event).

OCTOBER

October 16-18: 160°* Battle of Cedar
Creek, Middletown, VA. Register
www.ccbf.us *(FVB Event) (7%
MD COMPANY Event)

TBA: Bristoe Station Event: De-
tails and exact date to come.

ASNotefoniGetibyshuedlnpiession’s

Here is some preliminary infor-
mation on scenarios and impression
guidelines for the upcoming Gettys-
burg event. Basic mid/late-war uni-
form should be the norm. Since the
Gettysburg campaign was the second
of the season that year for the Army
of the Potomac, it would acceptable
if some items are worn-looking, but
the overall appearance should still
be that of a well-equipped, well-
disciplined force.

To further authenticity, I'd like to
see appropriate corps badges in use
as widely as possible. Obviously,
that doesn’t have to be the metal
pins sold at the sutlers— a simple
cloth badge pinnedtacked to a uni-
form item will do. Based on the sce-
nario information I've found out so
far, here are some recommenda-
tions:

Friday--

Kast Ceme-

tery Hill:

It isn't en-

tirely clear

yet wheth-

er we will

portray the

XT Corps defenders or the forces

that marched to their aid. The de-
fending force XI Corps troops were
primarily from its 1* Division so red
crescents in that case. I'd go with that
unless we find out otherwise in the
near future.

Saturday—
McPherson's
Ridge: The
scenario was
developed by
the 142™ PA
from

o1 Regiment
and focuses
on that unit’s
fight on the
first day.

We will no doubt portray another
unit from that brigade (Biddle's of
3" Division, I Corps so the blue cir-
cle), most likely the 151% PA.

Losses were heavy in the original bat-
tle (V5%!) so we will be implementing
a scheme to portray that. Details to
come on site.

Sunday—
Valley of
Death: 1
think
were like-
ly to be
portraying
part of
Ward's
brigade,

o Brigade, 1 Division of 111
Corps so the red diamond for that
scenario.

As I stated above, this information
is preliminary as I have not re-
ceived final scenario plans for the
event. The only one I'm certain of is
Saturday’s scenario. I will press for
details but, for now, let's go with
what we have above. T appreciate
your flexibility here.

As more information becomes avail-
able, I will turn it around as quick-
ly as possible, either via email or
the regimental group chat. Stay
tuned.

Col. Christopher Monzi
Commanding, Ist Reg't
Federal Volunteer Brigade


http://www.GBPA.org
http://www.funkstown.com/special-events/day-in-the-park/
http://www.funkstown.com/special-events/day-in-the-park/
http://www.ccbf.us
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Pvt. Albert T. Gilbert, 7th Maryland Co. “H”

By Jeff Joyce

Private Albert T. Gilbert was born
in 1838 in Harford County, Mary-
land, to Taylor and Sophia Gilbert,
one of four children. Taylor Gilbert
died in 1854 and in 1860 Albert was
working as a farmer while living
with his mother So-

phia. Following the out-
break of the Civil War Al-
bert and his older brother [
Charles B. Gilbert (born in ¥
1836) enlisted on August &
21, 1862, in Baltimore in
Company H of the 7" Mar-
yland Volunteer Infan-

try. At the time he was
described as 6-feet tall with
grey eyes and light hair.

Coincidentally, a third Gil- £
bert (Charles W. Gilbert)
enlisted on August 29 in Company
H. Charles W. Gilbert was born on
May 12, 1837, in Woodsboro
(Frederick County), Maryland, and
a blacksmith. Its likely he was a
cousin of Albert and Charles B. All
three Gilberts served faithfully with
the 7™ Maryland over the next two
years, with Charles B. being pro-
moted to Corporal in May 1863.

On May 8, 1864, during the Mary-
land Brigade's attack at Laurel Hill
near Spotsylvania, Charles W. was
wounded; he would spend the next
10 months in the hospital. Both
Albert and Charles B. survived the
Overland Campaign (Wilderness,
Spotsylvania Court House, Cold
Harbor and Petersburg) and
Charles B. was promoted to Ser-
geant in October 1864.

By late March 1865 the siege of Pe-
tersburg was nearing its end as
Lieutenant General Grant extended
the Army of the Potomac lines west
into Dinwiddie County. On March
31 the Fifth Corps (including the
7™ Maryland) under Major General

Gouverneur Warren attacked Con-
federate entrenchments along
‘White Oak Road, hoping to cut
General Robert E. Lee's communi-
-ation with Major General George
Pickett’s division at Five

Jarren’s advance was
stalled by a Confeder-
ate counterattack be-
fore the Federals re-
" covered and forced the

Forks.

* Confederates

| back. Private James
R. Dorrance of Com-
pany A recorded in
his diary that the 7"

Maryland:

“Advanced at daylight
about 3 miles and
were preparing to
charge when the rebels came in on
our flank and everyvbhody left in a
hurry? We massed and drove the
rebels beyond where they com-
menced to drive us in the morn-

ing. Leaving their dead and
wounded.”

81

WHITE OAK ROAD
ENGAGEMENT

31 MARCH 1865
—————
Union forces belonging to the V Corps. under

Maj. Gen. Gouverncur K. Warren. sought to
scize the White Oak Road and scver the Con-
federate line of communication with Maj. Gen.
George E. Pickett's detachment near Five Forks,
four mils west. From here Gen. Robert E. Lec
personally supervised the counterattack to
Gravelly Run by Lt. Gen. Richard H. Anderson's
corps. After a brief the Confed

were forced back into these entrenchments as
Warren's men gained the important roadway.

During the fighting along White
Oak Road Albert was killed by a
gunshot wound to the head and
buried nearby with another mem-
ber of the 7™ Maryland, Private
reorge A. Jones of Company
(. Both were moved to Poplar
irove National Cemetery after the
war.

Charles B. and Charles W. both
survived the war and mustered out
together on May 31, 1865. Charles
B. and his wife Susan had at least
six daughters while he was farm-
ing in Harford County. He passed
away sometime after

1906. Charles W. and his wife
Louisa had at least five children
who survived adulthood. He
worked as a coach and carriage
manufacturer in Walkersville
(Frederick County). Charles W.
died on April 27, 1916, and is bur-
ied with Louisa in Glade Ceme-
tery in Walkersville.
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Lincoln’s Peace
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The Struggle to End the American Civil War

Review by Jeff Rowe / AP

Lincoln s Peace” offers a pair of

fascinating what ifs.

Had the Union maintained a larger
and stronger post-Civil War occupy-
ing army, could it have banished all
the residual slavery practices and
prevented the formation of the Ku
Klux Klan and other hate groups
that crawled out from the Confeder-
acy ruins?

And how different might the out-
comes have been in Vietnam, Iraq
and Afghanistan had we thought
harder about what we were going to
do to resolve the issues that trig-
gered armed conflict?

As Michael Vorenberg notes in
“Lincoln’s Peace,” the end of a war
does not necessarily signal the out-
break of peace.

But we Americans are an impatient
people; we like to smash our way to
victory and go home as quickly as
possible, buoyed by the belief that
we have vanquished evil, installed
goodness and inspired World War
11 liberation-of- France-level jubila-
tion.

Never mind that scenario hasn't
happened since; we haven't paused
enough to learn. And the Civil War
is the conflict that keeps on teach-
ing.

LINCOLN’S
P E Al@E

THE STRUGGLE TO END
THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR

. MICHAEL
: ‘ ', G

In January, for example, Knopf
published Richard Carwardine’s
“Righteous Strife: How Religious
Nationalists Forged Lincoln’s Un-
ion,” which explores the roles of
faith-based nationalism during the
Civil War and traces Christian na-
tionalism to present-day issues such
as abortion and gender identity.

The most potent lesson in Voren-
berg’s “Lincoln’s Peace” is to care-
fully consider all the issues at stake
in planning what to do after the
fighting stops.

Abraham Lincoln wanted to “let
them (the defeated Southern states)
up easy but as Vorenberg shows in
great detail, enough unrepentant
Southerners merely switched to oth-
er tactics to keep Blacks powerless,
in poverty and subjugated in every
way to the white majority.

Lincoln’s successor, Andrew John-
son, fervently wanted to declare vic-
tory and move on and he prevailed
in that strategy, reducing the occu-
pying Union Army force until it
was ineffectual.

If the book has a fault, it's the me-
ticulous detail and profusion of
names, even of minor characters
who could be named by title alone.
In an interview, Vorenberg said he
wanted a timeline and list of char-
acters, but publisher Knopf de-
murred. (Note to Knopf: Take his
advice next time.)

Without dwelling on it, “Lincoln’s
Peace” mentions multiple times an-
other failure during the Civil War
that reverberates today: Newspapers
during the Civil War often present-
ed starkly different accounts of the
war, depending on whether they
published in Southern or Northern
cities.

Now 160 years after the Civil War,
(Continued on page 8)
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America’s Civil War: Carnage on a Vast Scale

By Mike W. Ray, Southwest Ledger

Americas Civil War was unimagi-
nable in its scale of death and de-
struction.

The war lasted four years. It started
April 12, 1861, with the bombard-
ment of the U.S. military garrison
at Fort Sumter, South Carolina, by
the Confederate States of America.

It concluded with Robert E. Lee's
surrender of the Army of Northern
Virginia to Ulysses S. Grant and the
Army of the Potomac on April 9,
1865, and finally the cease-fire
agreement signed June 23, 1865, at
Doaksville in the Choctaw Nation
(now Oklahoma) between Union
representatives and Confederate
reneral Stand Watie, commander
of the First Indian Brigade of the
Army of the Trans- Mississippi.

In between those bookends, an esti-
mated 750,000 men — 2% of the na-
tion’s population — died on battle-
fields from combat wounds, in hell-
ish military prisons, and from myr-
iad diseases.

“Q

Such numbers are so huge as to be

” . - .

abstract, an editor wrote. Russian
strongman Josef Stalin was quoted
as saying, One mans death is a
tragedy. A million deaths are a sta-
tistic.

Soldiers also died in other, esoteric
ways. One man from Illinois was
kicked to death by a mule. A New
York cavalryman died from an am-
putation necessitated after he was
bitten on one of his thumbs. An
Ohioan was Killed by a falling tree,
and one infantryman died from poi-
soning contracted when he drank
from a bottle found at a deserted
house.

At least one Union soldier is known
to have died from diarrhea — an
everyday ailment that today is cured
with an over-the-counter dose of
Pepto Bismol.

A wave of epidemic diseases — mea-
sles, mumps and smallpox — swept
through the armies of volunteers in
the early months of the war, fol-
lowed by dysentery, typhoid, malar-
ia and scurvy. Soldiers of that era
also experienced chronic malnutri-
tion and were lice-ridden.

By 1865, the sick rate for diarrhea
and dysentery in the Union army
reportedly was 995 per 1,000 sol-
diers.

Disease killed twice as many sol-
diers as did battlefield injuries in
1861. As much as 30% of the army’s
strength might be on sick call at
any given time.

The latest research calculated that
one in five Southern white men of
military age (20-34), and one in
nine Northern white men of the
same age, died as a result of the Civ-
il War. Historian James McPher-
son has estimated that 50,000 civil-
ians also were Killed during the Civ-
il War.

The first civilian casualty of the
‘War Between the States was Judith
Henry. At the First Battle of Bull
Run, fought July 21, 1861, at Ma-
nassas, Virginia, near Washington,
D.C., Mrs. Henry, too infirm to
evacuate her home during the
fighting, was killed when an artil-
lery shell exploded in her bedroom.

Also killed during the Civil War
were more than 1.5 million horses
and mules used to haul artillery
units and supply wagons. Confeder-
ate Gen. Joseph Orville Shelby had
24 horses shot out from under him,
and Confederate cavalry commander
Nathan Bedford Forrest lost 39 of
his mounts.

Two books provide details about the
gruesome task of disposing of the
staggering number of fatalities aris-
ing from the Civil War: "This Re-
public of Suffering,” by Drew Gil-
(Continued on page 6)

Confederate dead at Antietam. By Alexander Gardner / Library of Congress
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Carnage on a Vast Scale

(Continued from page 5)

pin Faust (2008, Alfred A. Knopf),
and "The Aftermath of Battle: The
Burial of the Civil War Dead,” by
Meg Groeling (2015, Savas Beatie).
Previously, Most Americans Died at
Home Prior to the Civil War, most
Americans died at home, surround-
ed by family and friends and were
buried in family plots.

The Civil War upended that prac-
tice.

Thousands of soldiers were buried
in an anonymous trench or left to
rot somewhere on the battlefield.
The wounded often were abandoned
to live or die, in blistering heat or
freezing cold temperatures, and in
rain. More dead piled up — in mass
graves, in unknown places, at the
bottoms of creeks and rivers, burned
to death, starved, frozen, or suc-
cumbed to combat wounds or dis-
ease.

There was no DNA to help identify
anyone, the authors note.

At the Chattanooga Confederate
Cemetery, 2,500 unknowns are bur-
ied in one mass grave, and histori-
ans have identified a dozen Confed-
erate mass graves on the Shiloh bat-
tlefield in southwestern Tennessee.
(Ironically, Shiloh means “place of
peace.” During that 1862 engage-
ment, nearly 3,500 men were killed
and more than 16,000 were wound-
ed.)

Feral pigs — wild hogs — feasted on
dead and wounded soldiers through-
out the war.

The Wilderness of Virginia became
“one vast boneyard” after several
major battles and smaller skirmish-
es occurred there in 1863 and 1864.
A 70-square-mile forested area was
too difficult for recovery and burial
of many of the bodies. Additionally,
many wounded and slain soldiers
burned when the woods caught fire
from the intensity of the constant
shooting. “The area known as the
Wilderness remained one vast ceme-
tery...” The needs of the living

Confederate dead in Bloody Lane, the awful aftermath of Antietam. By Alexander Gardner
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“increasingly trumped the dignity of
the departed,” Gilpin Faust wrote.
For men buried on the field,
“coffins were out of the question; a
blanket was the most a man could
hope for as a shroud.”

Death on a Scale Never Before Ex-
perienced The Civil War introduced
injury and death on a scale never
before experienced.

 The Battle of Antietam Creek at
Sharpsburg, Maryland, on Sept. 17,
1862, remains the bloodiest single-
day battle in American history. It
resulted in a combined count of
22,717 men killed, wounded or miss-
ing. A Union surgeon reported that
few of the dead soldiers on either
side had been buried as late as a
week after the battle.

Photographer Matthew Brady and a
few associates photographed the
aftermath and exhibited the pic-
tures in New York. A New York
Times editorial writer wrote of
Brady, “If he had not brought bod-
ies and laid them in our dooryards
and along the streets, he has done
something very like it.” (Remember,
this was decades before the advent
of television.)

» More than 150,000 Union and
Confederate soldiers clashed at Get-
tysburg, Pennsylvania, a town of
about 2,400 residents, for three days
in 1863 (July 1-3).

‘When it was over, that battle had
produced the largest number of cas-
ualties of the entire war: 50,000+
killed, wounded, missing or taken
prisoner. More than 7,000 soldiers
were slain, and it took weeks to
bury them all. The final field hos-
pital at Gettysburg closed four and a
half months after the battle.

Across the battlefield — all 25
square miles of it — “the dead ...
were found in every nook and cran-
ny imaginable,” Gilpin Faust
writes. Combat respected no bounda-
ries, spreading across farms, fields
(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

and orchards, into gardens and
streets, “presenting civilians with
bodies in their front yards, in their
wells, covering their corn or cotton
fields,” she reported.

One resident of the town wrote that
dead soldiers were “lying in the
streets, as far as we could see, either
up or down.” And a widow at Get-
tysburg counted 15 dead horses in
her front yard.

The battleground also was littered
with the detritus of combat: rifles,
bayonets, blankets and bedrolls,
cartridge boxes, clothing, etc.

Primitive Medical Practices Im-
proved Medical practices were prim-
itive at the outset of the war, but
progress was made as the war
dragged on. Advances in weaponry
had outpaced the army’s medical
department organization and battle
tactics. Outdated military practices
such as massing large numbers of
men in front of lethal weaponry
resulted in “horrifically high casu-
alty numbers,” Groeling pointed out.

OUR CAMP JOURNAL

For example, of approximately
12,500 Confederates who advanced
over open fields for three-quarters
of a mile under Union artillery and
rifle fire during the notorious
Pickett's Charge on the last day of
the Battle at Gettysburg, more than
half were killed, wounded or cap-
tured in less than an hour.

Amputation was “one of the goriest
medical byproducts” of the Civil
war, Groeling noted.

After the 1862 Battle of Fredericks-
burg, Virginia, one soldier wrote a
letter home after seeing bushel bas-
kets of severed limbs being removed
from a field hospital. In 1866, one
year after the war ended, one-fifth
of Mississippi’s state budget was
allocated to providing prosthetic
limbs to that state’s Confederate
veterans.

The Civil war saw the advent of
first aid and the introduction of
triage, a method by which a sol-
dier’s injuries are evaluated and
treated in order of priority. Autop-
sies to determine the precise cause
of death were first used in the Civil
‘War. So was embalming, although
relatively few deceased soldiers were
embalmed because the process was
expensive.

% ’3"% . -
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Because of changes instituted by
Dr. Jonathan Letterman, chief phy-
sician for the Union army, North-
ern soldiers were healthier than
their Southern counterparts, and
their survivability from wounds
improved dramatically.

In July 1862, 37% of the Army of the
Potomac was unable to report for
duty because of sickness. A year lat-
er that number had been reduced to
9%. The mortality rate from wounds
dropped from 26% the first year to
15% and then 10% over the next two
years.

Novelist Louisa May Alcott and
poet/journalist Walt Whitman both
worked as nurses during the Civil
War, and Clara Barton was a hospi-
tal nurse who founded the Ameri-
can Red Cross.

Civil War Prisons Were ‘Hell on
Earth’ During the war 194,743 Un-
ion soldiers and 215,865 Confeder-
ates were held prisoner; 30,218
northerners and 25,976 southerners
died in captivity. “Civil War prisons
were indeed, as one inmate ob-
served, ‘the closest existence to a
hell on earth.” During the 14
months of its existence, Anderson-
ville prison in Georgia, a 26-acre
rectangle, held 45,000 Union pris-
oners and nearly 13,000 of them —
almost 29% — died within its walls
from disease, poor sanitation, mal-
nutrition, overcrowding, or expo-
sure, and many who were able to
leave died soon thereafter. Capt.
Henry Wirz, the prison’s command-

| er, was hanged for war crimes in

1865. Lee's Home Became Massive
Graveyard Brig. Gen. Montgomery
Meigs was the Union Quartermas-
ter, a role that ranked him second
in importance in the Union army to
General- in-Chief Ulysses S. Grant.

Meigs considered the Confederates
traitors and harbored an intense
dislike of Robert E. Lee, who re-
signed his commission in the U.S.
Army to become commander of the

(Continued on page 8)
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many of our fellow citizens ac-
cuse our legacy news media of
also contouring their reporting
to mesh with their own institu-
tional viewpoints and those of
their perceived audiences.

Vorenberg and Carwardines
books remind us of the cost in
lives in failing to resolve —

Lincoln’s Peace

peacefully and diplomatically —
arguments with deep social and
moral implications.

A clear conclusion is that it will
take Lincoln’s ideals and general
decency to get us out of the strife
we Americans have created for
ourselves today.

Carnage
on a Vast Scale

(Continued from page 7)
Provisional Army of Virginia.

In 1861 federal troops took control of
Alexandria, Virginia, including Lee’s
house. As battlefield casualties mount-
ed, Meigs “cast about for new grave-
yards to accommodate the rising tide
of bodies™ and settled on Arlington,
specifically Lee’s estate. Meigs issued
this order: "I want these men buried so
close to the house that they [the Lee
familyl can never live there again.”

That graveyard became Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery, where Meigs himself
was buried in 1892. Other notable Civ-
il War burials at Arlington National
Cemetery included Abner Doubleday,
a division commander in the Army of
the Potomac who is credited with in-
venting baseball; John Wesley Powell,
an officer in the Western armies who
became the first American explorer of
the Grand Canyon; John Lincoln
Clem, a drummer boy who was the
youngest noncommissioned officer
(age 12) in army history; and Oliver
Wendell Holmes, a captain in the Un-
ion army who later was appointed to

the U.S. Supreme Court. Identifi-
:ation of Vietims Became Critical
Desperate families, both North
and South, traveled by the hun-
dreds to battlefields to search in
person for missing fathers and
husbands, sons and brothers, cous-
ins and uncles. The possibility of
a loved one being entirely lost was
a circumstance many civilians
found unfathomable and unac-
ceptable.

One man, J.M. Taylor, was still
searching for details about his
son's death three decades after the
war ended, and John Palmer car-
ried with him to his grave the
bullet that killed his son.

(Clara Barton wrote that, “The
true patriot willingly loses his life
for his country. These poor men
have lost not only their lives, but
the very record of their death.
Common humanity would plead
that an effort be made to restore
their identity.”

After the war, efforts were made
to reinter victims in national cem-
eteries and to identify as many as
possible.

Nevertheless, in a cemetery east of
Richmond, Virginia, 1,202 of
1,356 dead soldiers remained un-
known. Near Petersburg, Virgin-
ia, over a three-year period 6,718
bodies of men killed during the

war were moved to a new national
cemetery; the dead were gathered
from more than 95 sites in nine
counties, but only 2,139 of them
could be positively identified.

Despite best efforts, nearly half of
the men killed in the war remained
unknown. In the absence of ar-
rangements for burying and record-
ing overwhelming numbers, more
than 40% of deceased Yankees and a
far greater proportion of Confeder-
ates — perhaps 350,000 men or more
— perished unidentified.

On July 3, 1938, at Gettysburg, on
the 75th anniversary of that historic
battle, attended by 1,800 survivors,
President Franklin Delano Roose-
velt declared, “All of them we hon-
or, not asking under which flag
they fought — thankful that they
stand together under one flag now.”

The last remaining veteran of the
Civil War, Union or Confederate,
was Albert Woolson of Duluth,
Minnesota, who died in 1956 at the
age of 109.

Mike W. Ray is a fifth-generation,
award-winning journalist who has 55
Jyears of experience covering municipal,
county, state and federal government in
Oklahoma and Texas.



