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Exploring the Book of Daniel 

 

Please read Daniel chapter six 

 

“Familiarity breeds contempt” or at least the assumption that we 
know all that we need to know.  This can be particularly so 
when we are faced with a passage of Scripture like Daniel six: 
“Daniel in the lions’ den!  What’s there to say?”  But let’s not get 
hung up on the lions but look more closely at this man, Daniel. 

The challenge of Daniel’s life.                                                                                                                                     
One thing’s for sure; he provoked responses!  He was regarded.  Darius, the new king on the block, sets about organ-
izing his kingdom and amongst those he chooses to do the job is Daniel and soon he is promoted to top position.  Now 
why? v3 Daniel made an impact by the way he shouldered responsibility, did his work and showed integrity and the 
king appreciated his qualities and worth.  The story shows Darius had genuine respect and regard for him – see v14. 

This speaks to us: this is an important way of affecting our society and bearing witness (note I Timothy 3:7; Titus 2:9-
10).  It is not the advancement we achieve or the greatness of our gifts but the quality, reliability and loyalty in our 
work. 

But he was also resented  v4(a).Why was this?  Jealousy? Their own desire to exploit their position?  Or “He’s not 
one of us” (v14)?   Always the possibility of adverse reactions because the believer’s life is a challenge.  Look at the 
inadvertent compliment they paid Daniel – v5.  Only way to get rid of him would be because of his faith.  Attitude prev-
alent today in many organizations and groups who dislike the ethics of Christianity. 

So they approach the king vv4-7 and start with a blatant lie “All…” Hang on, where’s Daniel?  He doesn’t know about 
this, he hasn’t put his name to this!  But the king falls for the fulsome ego-stroking that exalts him to be the only repre-
sentative through which his subjects may approach their gods.   

The decree is signed and in Daniel’s response we see The characteristics of Daniel’s life.                                   
First, he was God centred see v10. This is a description of the reality of his prayer life and his immediate instinct to 
turn to God in the midst of danger and trial. 

Then he was consistent.  He realized what was at stake: whether he kept or broke the first commandment.  Should 
he stop praying for the thirty days or hide away when he prayed?  But he know these reactions would dishonour God 
and compromise his witness so he stays consistent with his previous practice.  And it is pretty certain that he was able 
to be consistent now because he had been consistent down through the years (see Daniel ϭ͗ϴͿ͘�������������������������������



ZĞŵĞŵďĞƌ�͞ĞĂĐŚ�ǀŝĐƚŽƌǇ�ǁŝůů�ŚĞůƉ�ǇŽƵ�ƐŽŵĞ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ƚŽ�ǁŝŶ͘͟� 

,Ğ�ǁĂƐ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ͘��,Ğ�ŬŶĞǁ�ƚŚĞ�ǀĂůƵĞ�ŽĨ�ƉƌĂǇĞƌ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞĐĞƐƐŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝŽŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�'ŽĚ͕�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŝǀŝůĞŐͲ
ĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞůŝŐŚƚ�ŽĨ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�'ŽĚ�ƐŽ�ǀϭϬ�ƚŚƌĞĞ�ƟŵĞƐ�Ă�ĚĂǇ͘��tĞ�ŽŌĞŶ�ĮŶĚ�ŽƵƌƐĞůǀĞƐ�ƐĐƌĂďďůŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�
ƟŵĞ�ƚŽ�ƉƌĂǇ�ďƵƚ�ƚŚŝŶŬ�ŽĨ��ĂŶŝĞů͛Ɛ�ǁŽƌŬůŽĂĚ͊��,Ğ�ǁĂƐ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŬĞ�ƟŵĞ͘ 

/ƚ�ǁĂƐ�DƵƌƌĂǇ�DĐ�ŚĞǇŶĞ�ǁŚŽ�ƐĂŝĚ͕�͞tŚĂƚ�Ă�ŵĂŶ�ŝƐ�ŽŶ�ŚŝƐ�ŬŶĞĞƐ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�'ŽĚ͕�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚĞ�ŝƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŶŽ�ŵŽƌĞ͘͟��
WƌĂǇĞƌ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ͘ 

,Ğ�ǁĂƐ�ƌĞǀĞƌĞŶƚ�–�ǀϭϬ�ŽŶ�ŚŝƐ�ŬŶĞĞƐ�–�Ă�ŵĂŶ�ŽǀĞƌ�ĞŝŐŚƚǇ͊�KƵƌ�ƉŽƐƚƵƌĞ�ŝŶ�ƉƌĂǇĞƌ�ŝƐ�ŶŽƚ�ĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐ�ďƵƚ�
ĐĂŶ�ƌĞŇĞĐƚ�ŽƵƌ�ŝŶŶĞƌ�ĂƫƚƵĚĞ͘���ĂŶŝĞů�ǁĂƐ�ĂǁĂƌĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƵƩĞƌ�ŚŽůŝŶĞƐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂǁĞƐŽŵĞŶĞƐƐ�ŽĨ�'ŽĚ�ĂŶĚ�
ŚŝƐ�ŽǁŶ�ƵƩĞƌ�ĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶĐĞ�ƵƉŽŶ�Śŝŵ͘ 

,Ğ�ǁĂƐ�ƚŚĂŶŬĨƵů�ǀϭϬ͘��^ƵƌƉƌŝƐŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�ŚŝƐ�ƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶ͍���Ƶƚ�ŚĞ�ďĞůŝĞǀĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŽǀĞƌĞŝŐŶƚǇ�ŽĨ�'ŽĚ͕�ŚĞ͛Ɛ�ƐĞĞŶ�
ŝƚ�ŝŶ�ĂĐƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�ŚŝƐ�ŽǁŶ�ůŝĨĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƚŚĞƌƐ͘��EŽ�ĚŽƵďƚ�ŚĞ�ƚŚĂŶŬĞĚ�'ŽĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚĞ�ǁĂƐ�ŝŶ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽů͘��,Ğ�ƌĞŵĞŵͲ
ďĞƌĞĚ�'ŽĚ͛Ɛ�ƉĂƐƚ�ĨĂŝƚŚĨƵůŶĞƐƐ͕�ĚĞůŝǀĞƌĂŶĐĞƐ͕�ďůĞƐƐŝŶŐƐ͕�ŐƵŝĚĂŶĐĞ͘���ƌĞ�ǁĞ͕�ĂƌĞ�ŽƵƌ�ƉƌĂǇĞƌƐ͕�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌͲ
ŝǌĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĂŶŬĨƵůŶĞƐƐ͍ 

dŚĞ�ĐŽŶĮĚĞŶĐĞ�ŝŶ��ĂŶŝĞů͛Ɛ�ůŝĨĞ͘����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
^Ž��ĂŶŝĞů�ŝƐ�ĨĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ůŝŽŶƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŬŝŶŐ�ƐƉĞŶĚƐ�ĂŶ�ĂŶŐƵŝƐŚĞĚ͕�ƐůĞĞƉůĞƐƐ�ŶŝŐŚƚ͕��ĂŶŝĞů͛Ɛ�ĞŶĞŵŝĞƐ�ĐĞůĞďƌĂƚĞ�
ďƵƚ�ŶĞǆƚ�ŵŽƌŶŝŶŐ�ǁŚĂƚ�Ă�ǁĂŬĞ-ƵƉ�ĐĂůů͊��ǀǀϮϭ-Ϯϯ͘���ĂŶŝĞů�ĐĂŶ�ƐĂǇ�͞ŶŽƚ�ŚƵƌƚ͟�ĂŶĚ�͞ŶŽ�ŬŝŶĚ�ŽĨ�ŚƵƌƚ͟�ĂŶĚ�
ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�ĂůǁĂǇƐ�ƚƌƵĞ�ƵůƟŵĂƚĞůǇ�ŽĨ�ĞǀĞƌǇ�ďĞůŝĞǀĞƌ�ǁŚŽ�ƚƌƵƐƚƐ�;ŶŽƚĞ�DĂƩŚĞǁ�ϭϬ͗ϮϴͿ͘��tĞ�ƚĞŶĚ�ƚŽ�ĨŽĐƵƐ�ŽŶ�
ƚŚĞ�ůŝŽŶƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĞŶ�ďƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞĂů�ůŝŽŶƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŽŶĞƐ��ĂŶŝĞů�ŵĞƚ�ŝŶ�ŚŝƐ�ƉƌĂǇĞƌ�ƌŽŽŵ͘��/ƚ�ǁĂƐ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�
ƚŚĞŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ďĂƩůĞ�ǁĂƐ�ǁŽŶ͘� 

dŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ŵĂŶǇ�ůŝŽŶƐ�'ŽĚ͛Ɛ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ǁŝůů�ĨĂĐĞ�ďƵƚ�ǁĞ�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚƌƵƐƚ�'ŽĚ͘��WƐĂůŵ�ϮϮ�ŝƐ�Ă�DĞƐƐŝĂŶŝĐ�ƉƐĂůŵ�
ĂŶĚ�ǀĞƌƐĞƐ�ϮϬ-Ϯϭ�ĞŵƉŚĂƐŝǌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƌƵŐŐůĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�>ŽƌĚ�:ĞƐƵƐ�ŚĂĚ�ƚŽ�ĨĂĐĞ͘��,ŝƐ�ůŝŽŶƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĐŽŶĨƌŽŶƚĞĚ�
ĂŶĚ�ďĞĂƚĞŶ�ŝŶ�'ĞƚŚƐĞŵĂŶĞ͘��dŚĂƚ�ǀŝĐƚŽƌǇ�ŽīĞƌĞĚ�ŶŽ�ĞƐĐĂƉĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ĐƌŽƐƐ�ďƵƚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ǁĂƐ�Ă�ŐůŽƌŝŽƵƐ�
ƌĞƐƵƌƌĞĐƟŽŶ͊��^ŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚůǇ�ƚŚĞ�ĞĂƌůǇ��ŚƵƌĐŚ�ƌĞŐĂƌĚĞĚ��ĂŶŝĞů͛Ɛ�ƌĞƐĐƵĞ�ĂƐ�ŝůůƵƐƚƌĂƟŶŐ�:ĞƐƵƐ͛�ƌĞƐƵƌƌĞĐƟŽŶ�
ĂŶĚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŝƐ�ĚĞƉŝĐƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐĂƚĂĐŽŵďƐ�ŝŶ�ZŽŵĞ͘ 

dŚĞ�ĐŽŶĐĞƌŶ�ŽĨ��ĂŶŝĞů͛Ɛ�ůŝĨĞ͘�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
EŽƚ�ŚŝƐ�ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶ�Žƌ�ƉƌĞƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�ďƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŐůŽƌǇ�ŽĨ�'ŽĚ͘��/Ĩ�ŚĞ�ŚĂĚ�ĨŽƌŐŽƩĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĨŽƌƐĂŬĞŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚĞ�ǁŽƵůĚ�
ŚĂǀĞ�ůŽƐƚ�ĞǀĞƌǇƚŚŝŶŐ͘��/Ĩ�ŚĞ�ŚĂĚ�ƐƵĐĐƵŵďĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƚĞŵƉƚĂƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ĂĐĐŽŵŵŽĚĂƚĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŬŝŶŐ͛Ɛ�ĚĞĐƌĞĞ�ƐŽ�
ƚŚĂƚ�ŚĞ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ƐƵƌǀŝǀĞ�ĂŶĚ�ďĞ�ƵƐĞĨƵů�ůĂƚĞƌ�ŚŝƐ�ƚĞƐƟŵŽŶǇ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ďĞĞŶ�ƌƵŝŶĞĚ͘���Ƶƚ�ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ŚĞ�ƐƚŽŽĚ�
Įƌŵ�ůŽŽŬ�ǁŚĂƚ�ŚĂƉƉĞŶĞĚ�ǀǀ�Ϯϱ-Ϯϳ͊��tĞ�ƚŽŽ�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĚĞƐŝƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽŶĐĞƌŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�'ŽĚ�ǁŚŽ�ŚĂƐ�ĚŽŶĞ�
ƐŽ�ŵƵĐŚ�ĨŽƌ�ƵƐ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ĞǆĂůƚĞĚ͘� 
 

�ŽŶĐůƵƐŝŽŶ͘��^Ž��ĂŶŝĞů�ĨĂĐĞƐ�ƵƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĐĞƌƚĂŝŶ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ͘���ƌĞ�ŽƵƌ�ůŝǀĞƐ�Ă�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞ�ƚŽ�ĂŶ�ƵŶďĞůŝĞǀŝŶŐ�
ǁŽƌůĚ͍���ƌĞ�ŽƵƌ�ůŝǀĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌĂǇĞƌƐ�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝǌĞĚ�ďǇ�'ŽĚ-ĐĞŶƚƌĞĚŶĞƐƐ͕�ĐŽŶƐŝƐƚĞŶĐǇ͕�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͕�ƌĞǀͲ
ĞƌĞŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂŶŬĨƵůŶĞƐƐ͍��/Ɛ�ŽƵƌ�ĐŽŶĮĚĞŶĐĞ�ŝŶ�'ŽĚ͖�ĂƌĞ�ǁĞ�ƌĞĂůůǇ�ƚƌƵƐƟŶŐ�Śŝŵ�ĂŵŝĚƐƚ�ŽƵƌ�͞ůŝŽŶƐ͍͟��/Ɛ�
ŽƵƌ�ĚƌŝǀŝŶŐ�ĐŽŶĐĞƌŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŐůŽƌǇ�ŽĨ�'ŽĚ͍��� 

 

�ĂŶŝĞů�ƐŚŽǁƐ�ƵƐ�ŚŽǁ�ƚŽ�ůŝǀĞ�ŝŶ�Ă�ŐŽĚůĞƐƐ�ƐŽĐŝĞƚǇ͘���Ƶƚ�ǁŚĂƚ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƚŚĞƌ���–��ĂƌŝƵƐ͍��,ĞƌĞ͛Ɛ�Ă�ŵĂŶ�
ǁŚŽ�ĂƉƉƌĞĐŝĂƚĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌƚŚ�ŽĨ�'ŽĚ͛Ɛ�ƐĞƌǀĂŶƚ͕�ǁŚŽ�ŚĂƐ�ƐĞĞŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŐƌĞĂƚ�ĚĞůŝǀĞƌĂŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ͕�ƌĞĂůŝǌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�
ŐƌĞĂƚŶĞƐƐ�ŽĨ��ĂŶŝĞů͛Ɛ�'ŽĚ͕�ŝƐƐƵĞƐ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĂƐƚŽƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ĞĚŝĐƚ�ǀǀϮϲ-Ϯϳ͘��,Ğ�ŚĂƐ�ůĞĂƌŶƚ�ƐŽ�ŵƵĐŚ�ĂďŽƵƚ�'ŽĚ͕�ŚĞ�
ŚĂƐ�ĐŽŵĞ�ƐŽ�ĨĂƌ�–�ďƵƚ�ĚŝĚ�ŚĞ�ĞǀĞƌ�ĂĐƚƵĂůůǇ�ĐŽŵĞ�ƚŽ�Ă�ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂů�ĨĂŝƚŚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�'ŽĚ͍���ŶĚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ƐŽ�
ŵĂŶǇ�ƚŽĚĂǇ�ǁŚŽ�ŵĂǇ�ǀĂůƵĞ�ƚŚĞ��ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶƐ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŬŶŽǁ͕�ŵĂǇ�ƌĞƐƉĞĐƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĨĂŝƚŚ͕�ŵĂǇ�ŬŶŽǁ�ƚŚĞ�ŐŽƐƉĞů�
ďƵƚ�ǁŚŽ�ŶĞǀĞƌ�ƚĂŬĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĮŶĂů͕�ĚĞĐŝƐŝǀĞ�ƐƚĞƉ�ŽĨ�ƐƵďŵŝƫŶŐ�ƚŽ�:ĞƐƵƐ��ŚƌŝƐƚ͘��,Žǁ�ƐĂĚ͘��,Žǁ�ƚĞƌƌŝďůĞ͘ 

 

�ĞŶŶŝƐ�Z͘�ZĞĂĚ 



Ineffable Glory 
By Robert Dingley 
 
 
And the city had no need of the Sun, neither of the Moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did light-
en it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. Rev 21v23 
 
Our eyes shall see the palace of the great King, the glittering glory of the New Jerusalem; it is at 
large described by Saint John in Revelation 20. 
Made of Crystal, Gold, Pearl, and several kinds of most precious jewels. 
We read that the foundations, pavements, and gates are made of these treasures. How resplendent 
then will be the roof? How astonishing the throne?  
Well, our eyes shall see it, and our fingers shall handle it, and eternity shall be little enough to take 
the survey of its glory, and to wonder at its splendour. 
 
If the world that was made in six days is a fabric so excellent, what will that city be, which has been 
building and beautifying from eternity? 
‘Enter’ will Christ say, ‘into the Kingdom prepared for you!’ God is still preparing, furnishing, perfum-
ing heaven for you.  
 
What shall I say? ‘For eye has not seen, ear has not heard, nor has it entered into the heart of 
man.’ (“1 Corinthians 2:9...”) To conceive the things that God has provided for them that love Him.  
 
That joy cannot enter into us, it is sufficient that we shall enter into it. When we come to see our-
selves encompassed with all this glory. We shall say, as the Queen of Sheba of Solomon, 
when she saw the order and splendour of his court, ‘The one half of his glory was never told us.’ And 
thus you see what it is herewith our eyes shall be feasted, though the manner is ineffable, when we 
come to our Father’s house, we shall reflect upon ourselves and see our own glory. 
 
  
 
 
 

ϭϲϭϵ-ϭϲϲϬ 

�ŝŶŐůĞǇ�ǁĂƐ�ĞĚƵĐĂƚĞĚ�Ăƚ�DĂŐĚĂůĞŶ��ŽůůĞŐĞ͕�KǆĨŽƌĚ͘�
dŚŽƵŐŚ�Ăƚ�ĮƌƐƚ�Ă�ƐƚĂƵŶĐŚ��ŶŐůŝĐĂŶ͕�ŚĞ�ďĞĐĂŵĞ�Ă�ƉƵƌŝƚĂŶ�
ĂŶĚ�ƌĞũĞĐƚĞĚ��ŶŐůŝĐĂŶ�ǁŽƌƐŚŝƉ͘�,Ğ�ǁĂƐ�Ă�ƌĞĐƚŽƌ�ŽĨ�
�ƌŝŐŚƚƐƚŽŶĞ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�/ƐůĞ�ŽĨ�tŝŐŚƚ͕�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ŚĞ�ŚĂĚ�Ă�ƌĞƉƵƚĂͲ
ƟŽŶ�ĂƐ�Ă�ŐƌĞĂƚ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĂů�ƉƌĞĂĐŚĞƌ͘�,ŝƐ�ŽƉƉŽƐŝƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ŝŐͲ
ŶŽƌĂŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĐĂŶĚĂůŽƵƐ�ŵŝŶŝƐƚĞƌƐ͕�ĐĂƵƐĞĚ�Śŝŵ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĐĞŶͲ
ƐƵƌĞĚ͘�,Ğ�ĚŝĞĚ�ŝŶ�ϭϲϲϬ͕�ĂŶĚ�tĂƐ�ďƵƌŝĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚĂŶĐĞů�ŽĨ�
ŚŝƐ�ĐŚƵƌĐŚ͘ 



 DĂǇ�ƚŚĞ�'ŽĚ�—�—�Įůů�ǇŽƵ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ăůů�ũŽǇ�ĂŶĚ�—�ĂƐ�ǇŽƵ�ƚƌƵƐƚ�ŝŶ�,ŝŵ͕�ƐŽ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǇŽƵ�ŵĂǇ�ŽǀĞƌͲ
ŇŽǁ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŚŽƉĞ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽǁĞƌ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�—�—͘���������ZŽŵĂŶƐ�ϭϱ͗ϭϯ 
 
>Ğƚ�ƵƐ�ƌƵŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƉĞƌƐĞǀĞƌĂŶĐĞ�—�—�ŵĂƌŬĞĚ�ŽƵƚ�ĨŽƌ�ƵƐ͘�>Ğƚ�ƵƐ�—�—�—�ŽŶ�:ĞƐƵƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�—�
ĂŶĚ�ƉĞƌĨĞĐƚĞƌ�ŽĨ�ĨĂŝƚŚ͕�ǁŚŽ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ũŽǇ�ƐĞƚ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�,ŝŵ͕�ĞŶĚƵƌĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐƌŽƐƐ͕�ƐĐŽƌŶŝŶŐ�ŝƚƐ�
ƐŚĂŵĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƐĂƚ�ĚŽǁŶ�Ăƚ�—�—�—�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŚƌŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�'ŽĚ͘��ŽŶƐŝĚĞƌ�,ŝŵ�ǁŚŽ�—�ƐƵĐŚ�ŽƉƉŽͲ
ƐŝƟŽŶ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƐŝŶĨƵů�ŵĞŶ͕�ƐŽ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǇŽƵ�ǁŝůů�ŶŽƚ�—�—�ĂŶĚ�ůŽƐĞ�ŚĞĂƌƚ͘����,ĞďƌĞǁƐ�ϭϮ͗ϭ 
 
�ŽŶƐŝĚĞƌ�ŝƚ�ƉƵƌĞ�ũŽǇ͕�ŵǇ�ďƌŽƚŚĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŝƐƚĞƌƐ͕�ǁŚĞŶĞǀĞƌ�ǇŽƵ�ĨĂĐĞ�—�ŽĨ�ŵĂŶǇ�ŬŝŶĚƐ͕�ďĞͲ
ĐĂƵƐĞ�ǇŽƵ�ŬŶŽǁ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�—�ŽĨ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĨĂŝƚŚ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐĞƐ�ƉĞƌƐĞǀĞƌĂŶĐĞ͘�:ĂŵĞƐ�ϭ͗�Ϯ-ϯ 
 
�ƌĞĂƚĞ�ŝŶ�ŵĞ�Ă�ƉƵƌĞ�ŚĞĂƌƚ͕�K�'ŽĚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞŶĞǁ�Ă�—�—�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ�ŵĞ͘��Ž�ŶŽƚ�ĐĂƐƚ�ŵĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�
zŽƵƌ�—�Žƌ�ƚĂŬĞ�zŽƵƌ�,ŽůǇ�^Ɖŝƌŝƚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ŵĞ͘�ZĞƐƚŽƌĞ�ƚŽ�ŵĞ�ƚŚĞ�ũŽǇ�ŽĨ�zŽƵƌ�—�ĂŶĚ�ŐƌĂŶƚ�ŵĞ�
Ă�ǁŝůůŝŶŐ�ƐƉŝƌŝƚ͕�ƚŽ�ƐƵƐƚĂŝŶ�ŵĞ͘�WƐĂůŵ�ϱϭ͗ϭϬ-ϭϮ 
 
/Ŷ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĚĂǇ�ǇŽƵ�ǁŝůů�ƐĂǇ͙͙͙͙͗͛͘ ^ƵƌĞůǇ�'ŽĚ�ŝƐ�ŵǇ�ƐĂůǀĂƟŽŶ͖�/�ǁŝůů�—�ĂŶĚ�ŶŽƚ�ďĞ�—͘dŚĞ�
>ŽƌĚ͕�ƚŚĞ�ůŽƌĚ�,ŝŵƐĞůĨ͕ �ŝƐ�ŵǇ�ƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚ�ĂŶĚ�ŵǇ�ĚĞĨĞŶĐĞ͖�ŚĞ�ŚĂƐ�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ŵǇ�ƐĂůǀĂƟŽŶ͛͘�
tŝƚŚ�ũŽǇ�ǇŽƵ�ǁŝůů�ĚƌĂǁ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�—�—�—͘�/ƐĂŝĂŚ�ϭϮ͗ϭ-ϯ 
 
zŽƵ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŵĂĚĞ�ŬŶŽǁŶ�ƚŽ�ŵĞ�ƚŚĞ�—�—�—͖�zŽƵ�ǁŝůů�Įůů�ŵĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ũŽǇ�ŝŶ�zŽƵƌ�—͕������������������
ǁŝƚŚ�ĞƚĞƌŶĂů�ƉůĞĂƐƵƌĞƐ�Ăƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ŚĂŶĚ͘�WƐĂůŵ�ϭϲ͗ϭϭ 
 

 
:ĞƐƵƐ͕�dŚŽƵ�ũŽǇ�ŽĨ�ůŽǀŝŶŐ�ŚĞĂƌƚƐ͕���� 

dŚŽƵ�ĨŽƵŶƚ�ŽĨ�ůŝĨĞ͕�dŚŽƵ�ůŝŐŚƚ�ŽĨ�ŵĞŶ͕ 

&ƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞƐƚ�ďůŝƐƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĞĂƌƚŚ�ŝŵƉĂƌƚƐ͕ 

tĞ�ƚƵƌŶ�ƵŶĮůůĞĚ�ƚŽ�dŚĞĞ�ĂŐĂŝŶ͘ 

 

dŚǇ�ƚƌƵƚŚ�ƵŶĐŚĂŶŐĞĚ�ŚĂƚŚ�ĞǀĞƌ�ƐƚŽŽĚ͖ 

dŚŽƵ�ƐĂǀĞƐƚ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŽŶ�dŚĞĞ�ĐĂůů͖ 

dŽ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƐĞĞŬ�ƚŚĞĞ͕�dŚŽƵ�Ăƌƚ�ŐŽŽĚ͕ 

dŽ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĮŶĚ�dŚĞĞ͕�Ăůů�ŝŶ�Ăůů͘ 

 

K�:ĞƐƵƐ�ĞǀĞƌ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƵƐ�ƐƚĂǇ͊ 

DĂŬĞ�Ăůů�ŽƵƌ�ŵŽŵĞŶƚƐ�ĐĂůŵ�ĂŶĚ�ďƌŝŐŚƚ͕ 

�ŚĂƐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĂƌŬ�ŶŝŐŚƚ�ŽĨ�ƐŝŶ�ĂǁĂǇ͕ 

^ŚĞĚ�Ž͛Ğƌ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌůĚ�dŚǇ�ŚŽůǇ�ůŝŐŚƚ͘ 

 

�ĞƌŶĂƌĚ�ŽĨ��ůĂŝƌǀĂƵǆ�ϭϬϵϭ-ϭϭϱϯ 



dŚĞǇ�ǁŚŽ�ǁĂŝƚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�>ŽƌĚ�ƐŚĂůů�����
ƌĞŶĞǁ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚ͘�dŚĞǇ�ƐŚĂůů�
ŵŽƵŶƚ�ƵƉ�ǁŝƚŚ�ǁŝŶŐƐ�ůŝŬĞ�ĞĂŐůĞƐ͖��
ƚŚĞǇ�ƐŚĂůů�ƌƵŶ�ĂŶĚ�ŶŽƚ�ďĞ�ǁĞĂƌǇ͖���
ƚŚĞǇ�ƐŚĂůů�ǁĂůŬ�ĂŶĚ�ŶŽƚ�ĨĂŝŶƚ͘ 

/ƐĂŝĂŚ�ϰϬ͗ϯϭ 



Devotional Pages for Sundays. 

Especially for those unable to 

get to Church 

Sunday 5th September 

Read Psalm125  
Hymn 
1 Those who rely on the Lord are unshakeable, 
Firm as mount Zion, supremely assured; 
Just as the mountains encircle Jerusalem, 
Round us forever is standing the Lord. 

2 Evil shall not always rule over righteousness, 
God's time will come when oppression shall cease: 
Lord, bless the righteous, restrain the impenitent, 
Grant to Your people the gift of Your peace.                            
Christopher Idle from Psalm 125 
© Christopher Idle/Jubilate Hymns Ltd 

Thought 
V1-2 Around Jerusalem the mountains surround the city. The Lord 
surrounds and protects His trusting people forever. 
V3 –5a Pray that the people may be separated from the influence of 
the wicked. And for the Lord to do good to those of upright heart. 
V5b Pray for God’s peace upon His people 
 
Prayer 
Circle us, Lord, 
Circle us with the light of Your presence within this dark world, 
Enable us to be overcomers of fear and temptation, 
Enable us to be victors over sin and despair, 
Enable us to become that which You would desire. 
(Silent prayer) 
Lord of creation, Lord of Salvation, 
Circle us with the light of Your presence 
 
 
Circle us, Lord, 
Circle our family within the shelter of Your outstretched arms, 

Protect them in each moment of their daily lives, 
Protect them in the decisions that they face, 
Protect their homes and relationships. 
(Silent prayer) 
Lord of creation, Lord of Salvation 
Circle our families with the light of Your presence 
 
Circle us, Lord, 
Circle this world with the joy of Your Salvation, 
Where there is sickness and disease bring healing, 
Where there is hunger and despair bring hope, 
Where there is torture and oppression bring release. 
(Silent prayer) 
Lord of creation, Lord of Salvation 
Circle this world with the light of Your presence. 
Written by John Birch, and posted on his  
Faith and Worship website  
 
Sunday September 12th 
Read Psalm 126. 
Thought 
V1-3  The Psalmist recalls the joy of the people returning from cap-
tivity knowing God has done great things. 
V4 Only a small percentage of the exiled returned to Jerusalem. The 
Psalmist prays for completion. God will bring His elect people to 
Himself when He returns. 
V5-6 Those who sow in tears shall reap with joy.. We sow the gospel 
seed with tears of compassion and will find joy as sinners come to 
repentance and find joy. 
 
Hymn 
1 Sowing in the morning, sowing seeds of kindness, 
Sowing in the noontide and the dewy eve; 
Waiting for the harvest, and the time of reaping, 
We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves.                   
Refrain: 
Bringing in the sheaves, 
Bringing in the sheaves, 
We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves; 
Bringing in the sheaves, 
Bringing in the sheaves, 
We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves. 

2 Sowing in the sunshine, sowing in the shadows, 
Fearing neither clouds nor winter's chilling breeze; 
By and by the harvest, and the labour ended, 
We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves. [Refrain] 

3 Going forth with weeping, sowing for the Master, 
Though the loss sustained our spirit often grieves; 
When our weeping's over, He will bid us welcome, 
We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves. [Refrain] 
 
Prayer 
Come to this sanctuary, this house, this home, Holy Christ, 
And let us receive You with lavish welcome.  
You are the Restorer of our fortunes, 
The Promise of new life – 
We pour out our praise to You.  
Fill this room with Your Spirit: 
And fill our hearts with Your compassion, 
Not just in this time and place, 
But in all times and in all places, 
So that as we celebrate the great things You have done for us, 
We may also embody the love You give to all. Amen. 
 
Sunday September 19th 



 
Sunday September 19th 
Read Psalm 127. 
 
Hymn   
Unless the Lord has built the house, 
It must be built again; 
Except the Lord defends a town 
Its watchmen wake in vain. 

What value has a life of haste, 
Of endless, anxious toil? 
God has for those who keep His law 
A garland none can spoil. 

 

 

 

 

 

Among God's gifts, a happy home 
A blessing rich indeed; 
A joyful, loving partnership, 
A strength to those in need. 

That home, that house, as years go by 
Must weather storm and strain: 
Unless the Lord has built the house 
It must be built again. 

After Psalm 127, David Mowbray (born 1938) 
© David Mowbray/Jubilate Hymns 
 
Thought 
 
V1-2 Unless the Lord builds the house the people labour in vain. 
The Lord gives all of us work to do and we need to do it by His Spirit 
and empowerment.. Even when strengthening us He uses sleep as a 
source of blessing. 
V3 Such a bessing to have Children. But also spiritual ‘Children’ that 
come through us sharing the Good News of the gospel.  
Pray for Sunday School teachers. 
 
Heavenly Father, thank You for the benefits of a good night's sleep, 
but thank You also for the day by day provision of the gifts and grac-
es, that are ours in Christ - and which are even poured out on us dur-
ing the night-time hours. Thank You for the work that You have given 
me to do, during my time on earth. Lord, I know that without You, I 
can do nothing, and yet I praise You that I can do all things through 
Christ, Who strengthens me. Keep me from the worries of the day, the 
fears of the night, and from trying to sort out my personal problems, 
without coming to You, and relying on Your sufficient strength 
and promised grace.  
 

May I never forget that it is YOU who provides for my daily needs, and 
I pray that from this day forward, I may do all for Your greater glory 
and praise. This I ask in Jesus name I pray, AMEN. 
 
“It is vain for you to rise up early, to sit up late, to eat the bread of 
sorrows: for so he giveth his beloved sleep.” 
(Psalm 127:2) 
 
Source: https://prayer.knowing-jesus.com/Psalm/127 
 
Sunday September 26th 
 
Read Psalm 128 

1 Blessed are those who fear the Lord, 
Walking in God's perfect ways; 
All they do shall bring reward, 
Love enriches all their days. 

2 Blessings greet the husband, wife, 
Parents, children, old and young; 
Fruits of faith be theirs for life, 
Joy in songs together sung. 

3 Bless us, Lord! Your kingdom come; 
Children's children shouting praise: 
Prayer in nation, church and home, 
Peace in Christ to crown our days. 

Christopher Idle from Psalm 128 
© Christopher Idle/Jubilate Hymns Ltd 
 
Thought 
V1-2 Again in this Psalm God pours out His blessings on family who 
acknowledge Him with reverent fear. But we cannot rest there and it is 
good to provide for your family 
God provides but if we are able we have to work hard.. 
V3-4 Families of husband, wife and Children. To know God’s blessing 
parents must take up their responsibility. 
V5-6 God’s blessing is not only on Jerusalem it is on the children of 
godly children. 
 
Prayer 
Heavenly Father, You are my God and my Saviour. Thank You for 
your free gift of grace, which I receive by faith. May I reverence Your 
name forever and walk in Your ways all the days of my life - for all my 
blessings are rooted and grounded in Christ Jesus my Lord, in Whose 
name I pray, AMEN 
 
Source: https://prayer.knowing-jesus.com/Psalm/128 
 
 
 
 
  



Matthew Henry on prayer… 
“It is good for us to keep some account of our prayers, that 
we may not unsay them in our practice.”  

“God’s promises are to be our pleas in prayer.”  

“Prayer time must be kept up as duly as meal time.”  

“A truly religious life is a life of constant joy. And we should 
rejoice more, if we prayed more. Prayer will help forward all 
lawful business, and every good work. If we pray without 
ceasing, we shall not want matter for thanksgiving in every 
thing. We shall see cause to give thanks for sparing and pre-
venting, for common and uncommon, past and present, tem-
poral and spiritual mercies. Not only for prosperous and 
pleasing, but also for afflicting providences, for chastise-
ments and corrections; for God designs all for our good, 
though we at present see not how they tend to it.”  

“Prayer is a salve for every sore, a remedy for every malady; and when we are afflicted with thorns in 
the flesh, we should give ourselves to prayer. If an answer be not given to the first prayer, nor to the 
second, we are to continue praying. Troubles are sent to teach us to pray; and are continued, to 
teach us to continue instant in prayer.”  

“The best we can say to God in prayer, is what He has said to us.” 

“Here is a precept in three words to the same purport, Ask, Seek, Knock (Matthew 7:7); that is, in one 
word, ‘Pray; pray often; pray with sincerity and seriousness; pray, and pray again; make conscience 
of prayer, and be constant in it; make a business of prayer, and be earnest in it.’” —Matthew Henry 

“Let us watch against unbelief, pride, and self-confidence . If we go forth in our own strength, we shall 
faint, and utterly fall; but having our hearts and our hopes in heaven, we shall be carried above all 
difficulties, and be enabled to lay hold of the prize of our high calling in Christ Jesus.”  

If therefore our houses be houses of the Lord, we shall for that reason love home, reckoning our daily 
devotion the sweetest of our daily delights; and our family-worship the most valuable of our family-
comforts ... A church in the house will be a good legacy, nay, it will be a good inheritance, to be left to 
your children after you. 

 


