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SSGB is a novel written by Len Deighton and published in 
1978.  In it the author depicts an alternative history: Britain 
has been defeated in 1941 by Nazi Germany and life in our 
country is very different under the rule of the SS.   
It is a gripping work of fiction and, thank God, it is just that – 
fiction.  We think with horror of what life here might have 
been like if Hitler had actually triumphed. 
 
We should prize our freedom and our democracy very highly 
and value so much of what we take for granted in our land 
and which is so far removed from what was enshrined in that 
dreadful regime.  But there is one trend in our society that 
Hitler would have delightedly applauded: our increasing slide 
into eugenics. 
 
Eugenics is the philosophy and approach that seeks to im-
prove the quality of human life by encouraging the increase 
and nurture of those with desirable qualities and traits while 
reducing or removing those who are judged less desirable 
and inferior.  This kind of idea had been around since at least 
the fourth century BC but after the publication of Charles 
Darwin’s The Origin of the Species in 1859 with its empha-
sis upon the survival of the fittest, it soon spread across the 
world.  As a result abhorrent policies and actions, such as 
compulsory sterilization for specific groups, were often intro-
duced and enforced against the individual’s will.    
Its popularity continued in some quarters well into the  
twentieth century.  Eugenics was at the heart of Hitler’s  
obsession with achieving a master race (Aryan, of course) 
and the horrendous decisions that brought about the un-
speakable Holocaust. 
 
So why the history lesson?  During the political deadlock in 
Northern Ireland our Parliament finally took over the govern-
ment of the Province.  One result of this was the replacement 
of the Northern Ireland life-affirming laws on abortion with 
liberal legislation that goes beyond even what exists in our 
own country.  The Northern Ireland Regulations allow for the 
abortion of any child with a disability (even one that can be 
corrected, such as a cleft palate) up to and during birth.   

The implications of this are huge.  First, there will, no doubt, 
be immense pressure from the abortion lobby in this country 
to introduce this widening of the law here.  But fundamentally  
we are espousing the idea that life has to be deserved and 
that deserving is based upon the criteria of one section of our 
society (the undisabled) in deciding what life is worthy to be 
allowed to exist and what constitutes a worthwhile life.  At 
heart this is eugenics in action.  
 
Enter Heidi Crowter.  You may not have heard of her but she 
is a courageous twenty-four year old woman who has Downs 
Syndrome.  She is mounting a legal challenge to the UK 
Government on the abortion law regarding babies with dis-
abilities, including Downs.  Speaking in a Channel 5 interview 
in February she said she found it “deeply offensive and it 
makes me cry…. See the person behind the extra chromo-
some.  See the inner beauty.”  That disabled people have 
much to offer can be seen in our own Parliament which in-
cludes disabled MPs and Peers. 
 
During the Covid-19 pandemic we have seen the great  
compassion human beings can be capable of showing.  How 
sad, therefore, that this legislation highlights the ugliness and 
brutality to which we can stoop. 
 
Thankfully, within the last two or three weeks a cross-party 
alliance of MPs have tabled a bill covering England and 
Wales which aims to end late terminations for cleft lip, cleft 
palate and club foot.  It remains to be seen how far the bill 
will get. 
 
But how have we got to such a pass in our land?    At root it 
stems from where you believe life originates.  If we are in-
deed made in the image of God then every life is precious.  If 
we are the product of something that crawled out of the pri-
meval slime aeons ago anything goes.  
 

Dennis R. Read 
 
    

Shadow of the Führer 



Let me start by reminding us all of the  
investment that God has into the believer’s life. He has 
chosen us to be a Child of God. He knows that we can-
not save ourselves being dead in our sin. He made us 
alive by taking God’s wrath upon Himself and His right-
eousness, through His precious blood, has covered our 
sin and we can stand ‘not guilty’ before a holy God. 
As He has invested so much in our lives we are kept by 
His power. Our Lord maintains His investment in us. He 
acts if we walk away from Him and brings us back like a 
shepherd brings a lost sheep into his fold. 
He is an unchanging God in a changing world. I am 
amazed to think of the great changes that have taken 
place in the world in our Grandparents, parents and our 
own lifetimes. When I was a boy the twelve inch black 
and white television had only one channel and was only 
on for a few hours a day, today if we want it we can 
have thousands of channels twenty four hours a day. 
The changes have been breathtaking. We struggle to 
keep up and there is a reaction against modernism. We 
seek the old paths. Some of us reject modern technol-
ogy and find ourselves in difficulty when we are told that 
we must make  contact by Email. 
The Lord is our unchanging refuge and strength in all 
the situations we might find ourselves in life. He is our 
anchor, steadfast and sure while the billows roll. 
 

 
‘The eternal God is your refuge, 
And underneath are the everlasting arms; 
He will thrust out the enemy from before you,’  
Deut 33v27 
He has promised never to leave us or forsake us,  
whatever the circumstances may be. 
As Jesus was going to the cross His disciples forsook 
Him and fled, but through His terrible experience of  
capture, trial and execution God did not forsake Him,  
right up to the point of His death when He gave up His 
spirit.  
John 16v32,  
At His death, an atonement for our sin God’s wrath, our 
sin, the just penalty for our sin was upon Him.  
God forsook Him.  
Oh! the greatness of the cross that the Son of God 
should die for me.  
Oh! the love of God, who created the majesty of the  
Universe should die for poor wretches as ourselves. 
Oh! the grace of God for us. 
 
Jesus is the same yesterday today and forever, He will 
never forsake us. Although Peter chose to deny His 
Lord, Jesus still loved Peter and later by the seashore 
reinstated Him. He will  never forsake us. 
Earthly friends may fail us, but we can trust that the Lord 
will be with us. We might fall into some sin and even 
when convicted refuse to repent, but in His mercy to-
wards us He will take away our peace and joy. He might 
discipline us with difficult circumstances, but He will still 
keep us and call us again to keep to His word and we 
can find delight in that. 
Our friends may let us down. Even when peoples hearts 
change and their love turns to hate when their attitude 
suddenly changes. God’s love never changes. The Lord 
will be gracious to us, look on us with favour, His love is 
unchanging. 
 
He is our refuge and strength even when our physical 
strength wanes away. The Lord will care for us even in 
our times of weakness and old. 
‘Even to your old age, I am He, 
And even to grey hairs I will carry you! 
I have made, and I will bear; 
Even I will carry, and will deliver you.’ 
Isaiah 46v4 
 
Jesus IS the same Yesterday, today and forever. 
David Page 



 

 

 

 

 

We are going to start  enclosing answers to the puzzles…. On a separate piece of paper 
of course! 



Jesus Christ the same yesterday, today and 
forever .  
Hebrews 13v8 
 
Holy God, we praise You as the one who is the 
same yesterday, today and forever.  
Your yearning to shower blessings on Your 
people has not changed.  
As You delivered the people of old from slavery 
in Egypt,  
So You deliver us from our sin that enslaves us  
through the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ on 
the cross at Calvary 
Who rose again so that we might have eternal 
life.  
We thank You that You change not, 
Your promises are trustworthy and true. 
Your love for us is new every morning. 
Great is Your faithfulness 
Accept our praise and adoration, we pray,  
for we offer them in Jesus’ name  
And through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
 
Bible Reading  Hebrews  13v7-17 
 
1.Oh, how sweet the glorious message simple 
faith may claim: 
Yesterday, today, forever, Jesus is the same; 
Still He loves to save the sinful, heal the sick 
and lame, 
Cheer the mourner, still the tempest, glory to 
His name! 
 
Refrain: 
Yesterday, today, forever, Jesus is the same, 
All may change, but Jesus never glory to His 
name! 
Glory to His name! Glory to His name! 
All may change, but Jesus never glory to His 
name! 
 

2. He who was the friend of sinners seeks the 
lost one now: 
Sinner, come, and at His footstool penitently 
bow; 
He who said, “I’ll not condemn thee, go and sin 
no more,” 
Speaks to thee that word of pardon as in days 
of yore. 
 
3. Oft on earth He healed the suff’rer by His 
mighty hand: 
Still our sicknesses and sorrows go at His  
command; 
He who gave His healing virtue to a woman’s 
touch 
To the faith that claims His fullness still will give 
as much. 
 
4. As He walked once to Emmaus, with them to 
abide, 
So thro' all life’s way He walketh ever near our 
side; 
Soon again we shall behold Him hasten, Lord, 
the day 
But ’twill still be this same Jesus as He went 
away. 
 
Simpson, A. B. (Albert Benjamin), 1843-1919 
 

Benediction 
In Christ our Saviour, who is the same,  
yesterday ,today and forever, we can do all 
things through Christ who strengthens us. 
 
With the blessing of God, in your mind and 
heart, let 
            each morning be a joy to you, 
            each path be a joy to you, 
            each neighbour be a joy to you. 
Now and always.. 
Amen! 
 


