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Best, Worst or What? 
“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times”: so begins 
A Tale of Two Cities, Charles Dickens’ novel set in the time 
of the French Revolution.  In some ways we could apply 
those words to our present situation for we see attitudes and 
actions that lift our spirits and encourage us; conversely, 
however, we are confronted with events that sadden and 
depress us. 
The Coronavirus pandemic has been, and is, causing wide-
spread havoc and disruption in the nations of the world and 
also in all our lives in the UK.  Yet this has called out tremen-
dous examples of selfless and generous actions across our 
country  as individuals and communities flock to help their 
neighbours and the needy.  On the other hand we have seen 
irresponsible and deliberately anti-social behaviour and the 
attempts by some to exploit the situation to batten on  
people’s vulnerability.  
Why is it that we find such conflicting behaviours?  What is 
so often forgotten by our society today is that human beings 
are made in the image of God and that, although marred by 
sin, can be capable of showing something of the compassion 
and care that characterizes Him.  We can gladly delight and 
rejoice in these demonstrations of God’s common grace at 
work in those He has created. 
The opposite reactions that we see sadly prove the truth that 
human nature is scarred and fallen from what God intended.  
And this truth is seen in various ways in all our lives, even 
though we may be capable of generous and caring  
behaviour.  The best and the worst of our nature will be  
evident till the end of time. 
In the events of the Easter story which began on that first 
Palm Sunday the best and the worst are present there too.  
The disciples of Jesus no doubt thought it the best of times 
when Jesus entered Jerusalem to the ecstatic acclaim of the 
crowds.  But in a few short days many of those who had 
cheered Him howled for His blood.  And even as Jesus was 
welcomed into the city the Pharisees were plotting His death. 
But Good Friday demonstrated these conflicting assess-
ments even more clearly.  For the religious leaders it cer-
tainly was the best of times: they had finally got that annoying 
and dangerous Nazarene out of the way for good.  Dead men 
stay dead!  For Jesus’ followers it was the worst of times: 
Jesus expiring on the cross marked the failure of His mission 
and the destruction of all their hopes. 
 
But they were both wrong.  Watch this space! 
 

Dennis R. Read 

Prayers through Holy Week  
Lords Day    
As people are worshipping in their own homes this Lord’s 
day may there be a sense of Community. We look forward 
to the time when we shall worship the Lord in glory where 
there is no more suffering or pain. 
Monday  
For the Missionaries we support in Rugby Road. Particularly 
those in countries with poor health care who are seeing the 
spread of Corona Virus. 
Tuesday 
For our government. For wisdom and an acknowledgment 
that ‘Trusting in Science’ is not enough instead trusting in 
God. 
Wednesday  
For those who find it difficult to get groceries. We thank God 
for those who are seeing the elderly are OK by shopping for 
them. Praise God for the many acts of kindness. 
Thursday   
For those who have become sick. In the fellowship and our 
families. 
Good Friday  
Help me O Lord to understand that you died on the cross for 
me. If I was the only sinner in the world the Son of God 
would come from heaven and die on the cross for ME. 
(Augustine of Hippo) 
Saturday  
For safety for the NHS, the military, ambulance workers, 
fire-fighters, police, carers and many others caring for us. 

Good Friday 
10-30 Service on Facebook 
Easter Sunday  
         10-30 Short Service on Facebook 
www.westworthingevangelical.co.uk  
press the latest news on facebook and webcast  
button 
         11-00 Prayer and Fellowship on Messenger 
           6-30 Prayer and Fellowship on Messenger 
 
Tuesday     
7-30 Prayer and Fellowship on Messenger 



The rightful King 
 
The prophet Zechariah said: "Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! 
Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, right-
eous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a 
colt, the foal of a donkey" (Zechariah 9:9). 
 
A pure bred colt. 
When Jesus mounted the donkey it was a pure bred colt, as 
Zechariah had promised—He was presenting Himself as Israel's 
promised king.  
 
Although we read in John’s gospel that only when Jesus was 
glorified the disciples would understand the true nature of this 
event not many people in the crowd would have remembered the 
words of Zechariah and recognized what Jesus was doing. Sadly 
they did not see Jesus as head of the Kingdom of God but a politi-
cal King to throw out the Romans. 
 
Other Prophecies 
It is not only Zechariah who speaks of these events. Solomon, 
who would became Israel's king a 1000 years before, was pre-
sented on the donkey of his father David. (1 Kings 1:38-39). 
 
  

 
 
One clue that the people of Jerusalem recognized this connection 
is that when they saw Jesus riding on the foal of a donkey, they 
shouted, "Hosanna to the Son of David!" (Matthew 21:9). 
 
In any case, by using that title, they were acclaiming Jesus to be 
their rightful king. They recognized that He had come "in the 
name of the Lord!" (Matthew 21:9;) we read about this in Psalm 
118.v26 
 
We can go back to an even older prophecy that explains why 
Jesus rode a donkey. In Genesis we read Jacob pronounced this  
blessing on his son Judah:  
 
‘The sceptre (A symbol of Kingship) shall not depart from Judah, 
Nor a lawgiver from between his feet, 
Until Shiloh (A symbol of the Messiah or the tabernacle ) comes; 
And to Him shall be the obedience of the people. 
Binding his donkey to the vine, 
And his donkey’s colt to the choice vine.’  
 
Jacob's prophecy meant that Israel's true king would come from 
the tribe of Judah, and that in the messianic story with the colt of a 
donkey.  
What is only hinted at in Genesis was made plain in the Gospel: 
Jesus, the Son of David, from the tribe of Judah, rode into Jerusa-
lem as Israel's rightful king. 
 
Jesus is Our everlasting King. Earlier Kings came and went. In 
England as soon as one dies his or her successor is proclaimed  
Sovereign and the subjects cry ‘God save the King’ recognising 
their Sovereignty. 
The Jews did this by calling Him the Son of David and by spread-
ing their cloaks before Him. This was the ancient custom; people 
threw down their garments to make a carpet for the royal  
procession. 

Matthew 21v1-11 NKJV 
Now when they drew near Jerusalem, and came to 
Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent 
two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village  
opposite you, and immediately you will find a donkey 
tied, and a colt with her. Loose them and bring them to 
Me. 
3. And if anyone says anything to you, you shall say, 
‘The Lord has need of them, ’and immediately the Lord 
will send them  
 4 All this was done that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken by the prophet, saying: 
5 “Tell the daughter of Zion, 
‘Behold, your King is coming to you, 
Lowly, and sitting on a donkey, 
A colt, the foal of a donkey.’ ” 

 

6 So the disciples went and did as Jesus commanded 
them. 7 They brought the donkey and the colt, laid their 
clothes on them, and set Him on them. 8 And a very 
great multitude spread their clothes on the road; others 
cut down branches from the trees and spread them on 
the road. 9 Then the multitudes who went before and 
those who followed cried out, saying: 
“Hosanna to the Son of David! 
‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’ 
Hosanna in the highest!” 
10 And when He had come into Jerusalem, all the city 
was moved, saying, “Who is this?” 
11 So the multitudes said, “This is Jesus, the prophet 
from Nazareth of Galilee.” 

 


