
 



 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

First Reading 

Romans 4:9-12 (NLT) 

Now, is this blessing only for the Jews, or is it also for 
uncircumcised Gentiles? Well, we have been saying that 
Abraham was counted as righteous by God because of his 
faith. But how did this happen? Was he counted as 
righteous only after he was circumcised, or was it before 
he was circumcised? Clearly, God accepted Abraham 
before he was circumcised!  
 
Circumcision was a sign that Abraham already had faith 
and that God had already accepted him and declared him 
to be righteous -- even before he was circumcised. So 
Abraham is the spiritual father of those who have faith but 
have not been circumcised. They are counted as righteous 
because of their faith. And Abraham is also the spiritual 
father of those who have been circumcised, but only if 
they have the same kind  
of faith Abraham had before he was circumcised. 
  



Second Reading 

Galatians 3:15-29 (NLT) 

Dear brothers and sisters, here’s an example from 
everyday life. Just as no one can set aside or amend an 
irrevocable agreement, so it is in this case. God gave the 
promises to Abraham and his child. And notice that the 
Scripture doesn’t say “to his children,” as if it meant many 
descendants. Rather, it says “to his child” -- and that, of 
course, means Christ. This is what I am trying to say:  
The agreement God made with Abraham could not be 
canceled 430 years later when God gave the law to 
Moses. God would be breaking his promise. For if the 
inheritance could be received by keeping the law, then it 
would not be the result of accepting God’s promise. But 
God graciously gave it to Abraham as a promise.  
 
Why, then, was the law given? It was given alongside the 
promise to show people their sins. But the law was 
designed to last only until the coming of the child who was 
promised. God 
gave his law through angels to Moses, who was the 
mediator between God and the people. Now a mediator is 
helpful if more than one party must reach an agreement. 
But God, who is one, did 
not use a mediator when he gave his promise 
to Abraham.  



 
Is there a conflict, then, between God’s law and God’s 
promises? Absolutely not! If the law could give us new life, 
we could be made right with 
God by obeying it. But the Scriptures declare    that we are 
all prisoners of sin, so we receive God’s promise of 
freedom only by believing in Jesus Christ.  
 
Before the way of faith in Christ was available to us, we 
were placed under guard by the law. We were kept in 
protective custody, so to speak, until the way of faith was 
revealed.  

Let me put it another way. The law was our guardian until 
Christ came; it protected us until we could be made right 
with God through faith. And now that the way of faith has 
come, we no longer need the law as our guardian.  

For you are all children of God through faith in Christ 
Jesus. And all who have been united with Christ in 
baptism have put on Christ, like putting  
on new clothes. There is no longer Jew or Gentile, slave 
or free, male and female. For you are all one in Christ 
Jesus. And now that you belong to Christ, you are the true 
children of Abraham. You are    his heirs, and God’s 
promise to Abraham belongs to you. 
  



It Is Well With My Soul 
 
When peace like a river attendeth my way, 
When sorrows like sea billows roll, 
Whatever my lot you have taught me to 
say, 
It is well, it is well with my soul! 
 
Though the devil will ruin, though trials may 
come, 
Let this blessed assurance control, 
That Christ has regarded my helpless estate, 
And He shed His own blood for my soul! 
 
It is well (it is well) with my soul (with my 
soul)! 
It is well, it is well with my soul! 
 
My sin, oh the bliss of this glorious thought, 
My sin not in part but in whole, 
Is nailed to the cross and I bear it no more! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord oh my soul! 
 
It is well (it is well)  with my soul (with my 
soul) 
It is well, it is well with my soul!    (X 2) 
 
And Lord haste the day, when my faith shall 
be sight, 
And the clouds be rolled back as a scroll! 
The trump shall resound, and the Lord shall 
descend 
Even so, it is well with my soul 
 
It is well (it is well)  with my soul (with my 
soul) 
It is well, it is well with my soul!  
It is well (it is well)  with my soul (with my 
soul) 
It is well, it is well with my soul! 
 
 
Authors: Horatio Gates Spafford, Jars of 
Clay, Philip Paul Bliss 
@2005 Bridge Building Music, Inc. 
CCLI Song #4549088 

In Christ There is No East or West 
UMH #548  
 
Verse 1 
In Christ there is no East or West, 
in Him no South or North; 
but one great fellowship of love 
throughout the whole wide earth. 
 
Verse 2 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere 
their high communion find; 
His service is the golden cord 
close binding humankind. 
 
Verse 3 
In Christ is neither Jew nor Greek, 
and neither slave nor free; 
both male and female heirs are made, 
and all are kin to me. 
 
Verse 4 
In Christ now meet both east and west, 
in Him meet south and north; 
All Christly souls are one in Him 
throughout the whole wide earth. 
 
Words: Sts. 1, 2, 4 John Oxenham 
St. 3 Laurance Hull Stookey 
Music: Harry T. Burleigh 
@1989 The United Methodist Publishing 
House 
 
 
 
 



Praise God, from Whom all Blessings Flow 
UMH #95 
 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below. 
Praise Him, above, ye heav'nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 
Words: Thomas Ken       
Music: Attr. to Louis Bourgeois       
@1989 The United Methodist Publishing 
House 
 
 
 
 

Just a Closer Walk With Thee  
TFWS #2226 
  
Bind us together, Lord, 
bind us together with cords 
that cannot be broken. 
Bind us together, Lord,  
bind us together, Lord,  
bind us together in love. 
 
There is only one God, 
there is only one King: 
There is only one body, 
that is why we sing. 
 
Bind us together, Lord, 
bind us together with cords 
that cannot be broken. 
Bind us together, Lord,  
bind us together, Lord,  
bind us together in love. 
  
Words & Music: Bob Billman 
@2000 Abingdon Press  
CCLI Song # 1228 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 



 



 


