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Our Lenten journey will soon bring us to a week we call Holy Week which
begins with Passion/ Palm Sunday and ends with Holy Saturday. Together,
with the Church throughout the world, we will trace the steps of Jesus’ last
week from the praise and palm party with shouts of “Hosanna!” to the solemn
Passover and Last Supper with his disciples to his agonizing prayer and intense loneliness in the garden to betrayal, denial, and desertion at the hand of
disciples to his shameful trial, brutal taunting, torturous crucifixion, and burial
in the tomb. And there, in that grave his lifeless body lays still, waiting for
the promise of resurrection to be fulfilled.
This is the day the Church calls Holy Saturday. On this day, we experience
the silence of the tomb. Jesus appears to be “sleeping in death,” as if resting
from his harrowing Passion. But if this is a sleep at all, it’s a very active one!
In just a few hours, the Church will proclaim that Jesus has descended into
hell, trampled its gates, and broken Satan’s hold on humanity. All night, we
will wait in eager prayerful anticipation for his resurrection to free us from the
ancient curse of sin and restore us to life in God.
The Church also recalls the night the Israelites passed on the shores of the
Red Sea. Escaping into the desert after the angel of death had passed over
them, they found themselves trapped, with the sea before them and Pharaoh’s
troops behind them. They kept vigil there, with a mysterious angel of the Lord
and a pillar of cloud guarding them through the night (Exodus 14:19). Their
lives hung in the balance, and they could only stand firm in faith (14:14).
There was nothing else they could do. Everything depended on God.
Jesus’ disciples found themselves in a similar situation after his crucifixion.
No amount of effort—not Peter’s grief at denying his Master nor the women’s
kindly preparations to anoint Jesus’ body with spices—could bring the Master
back to life. There was nothing they could do but wait. But it is precisely here,
at the end of all human resources, that God’s power shines through most gloriously. When we were dead in sin, he sent his Son to restore us to life.
(continued on page 2)
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Pastor’s Page (Continued from page 1)
When we could not save ourselves, Jesus rescued us. When we were enslaved to the devil, God cut the chains that held us bound.

Prayer Chain
If you need prayer for
any reason, there is an
active group in our congregation committed to
praying for you.
Contact Carole Evans
at 507-210-6971 or
e-mail her at
caroleannjean@
gmail.com.
You are welcome to join
the prayer chain. Just
call Carole.

If you notice a need for
building maintenance,
contact the trustees at:
Trustees.fourthaveumc
@gmail.com

Fragrances smell
pretty and enhance
nature. In church,
please keep them to
a minimum.
We have some
members who are
very allergic to the
smells of flowers
and other items.

And this is where much of our life is lived- in life’s Holy Saturdays. After
the shock of death or words like "cancer," "divorce," "terminal," "sorry, but
we have to eliminate your position,” we have to begin living with the "what
next?" We enter the void of uncertainty. What’s next? Holy Saturday is the
time in between death and resurrection, fear and hope, pain and comfort.
On our Holy Saturdays, we don't know what the future will bring. We don't
know if the cancer can be cured or the grief be lessened, if we will love again
or find the position that fulfills us (and pays the bills). While we may be
generally optimistic, our future is hidden from our eyes.
As we journey through these remaining days of Lent and approach Holy
Week, now is a good time for a mini retreat for silence, solitude, and
journaling with these questions:


What is open and uncertain in my life?



Where am I grieving? What losses am I living with?



What are my "what next" questions?



How am I living with uncertainty?



Where am I experiencing God in this interim?

Put yourself in the shoes of one of the first disciples on Holy Saturday. Visualize yourself as one of them: see your life situation in light of the cross, feel
your loss at Jesus' death, feel your sense of uncertainty, and the unknown
that lies before you. Listen for God's voice of companionship, care, and
counsel. Let your imagination burst forth with possibilities. Take time to
pray with your uncertainties, lifting them up to God for comfort and guidance, knowing God is with us and stirring up something new.
Just as the winter snow melts and gives way to the new life of spring, Easter
comes. God ultimately triumphs. Resurrection dawns. The light of Christ
breaks forth. And life is made new.
Here’s to our Holy Saturdays and the promise of Easter Sundays.

Pastor Greg

Leave a Legacy Have you remembered the church in your will?
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Community Lenten Soup Luncheons

Serving 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM
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Adults: $8.00 / Children 12 & Under: $3.00

Worship Servers

All you care to eat soup served with bread, crackers, milk, coffee & water and 1 piece of dessert

Take Out: Quart of Soup $7.00 Pint of Soup $4.00 Dessert $2.00
Take Out Meals: $8.00 (includes 1 pint soup, bread, crackers & dessert)

April Ushers

For takeout orders, call 334-4308 Monday – Thursday 9 AM - Noon
_______________________________________________________________
We are serving soup lunches through Friday, April 12th.
Friday, March 29th Turkey Noodle Hamburger Vegetable *Cream of Tomato *Cream of Potato
Friday, April 5thst Turkey Noodle Hamburger Vegetable *Clam Chowder
*Broccoli Cheese
Friday, April 12th
Turkey Noodle Hamburger Vegetable Split Pea & Ham
*Corn Chowder
* Meatless soups Fourth Avenue United Methodist Church; 219 4 th Avenue NW, Faribault, MN .

April Lay Readers

Tom & Kim Bossmann
Don & Jeanne Michel

April 7—Nick Goebel
April 14—Sharon Nelson
April 21—Chris Schiffer
April 28—Kirsten Strnad

Upcoming Events & Committee Meetings

April Acolytes

Worship
April 7 – Holy Communion;
April 14 — Palm Sunday; Meditations on the Passion
April 18—Holy Thursday; Celebration of the Institution of the Last Supper &
Holy Communion; 7:00 PM
April 19—Good Friday; Faribault Community worship at FAUMC; Noon
April 21—Easter; 9:00 worship
April 28—Blessing of the Bikes & Bikers; 9:00 worship; 10:15 Blessing outside;
Lunch to follow
Events
April 1—UMW Board; Parlor; 1:00 PM
April 2—Emmaus Potluck, Parlor; 6:00 PM
April 2, 16, 30—Daisy Troup, 6:00, Fellowship Hall
April 3—Choir, Chapel; 6:00 PM
Confirmation, Library; 7:15 PM
April 4—Trustees, 6:30 PM
April 4—Operation 23 to Zero—Library; 7:00 PM
April 4, 11—Soup Luncheon preparation
April 5, 12—Soup Luncheons
April 6—Confirmation at Undignified 9:30 AM-4:30 PM
April 9—Administrative Council; 6:30 PM
April 10—M & M Circle; Note change to Wednesday; Parlor; 1:00
April 10—Wednesday Night Alive! Meal & Special event: 5:30— 7:00 PM
April 10—Choir in Chapel at 7:15 PM
April 10—Confirmation, 7:15 PM, Library
April 12—Confirmation Retreat (tentative)
April 15 —Lydia Project—Knitting; at Thalia’s, see article; 1:00 PM
April 16—Finance; 6:30 PM
April 17—Choir 6:00 PM
April 17—No Confirmation (meet Thurs/Fri Holy Week services)
April 23—SPRC; 6:30 PM
April 24—Choir, Chapel; 6:00 PM
April 24—Confirmation, Library; 7:15 PM
April 27—UMW River Valley District Spring Gathering; Owatonna UMC

April 7 Miles Schiffer
April 14 Ella Prange
April 18 (7:00 PM)
TBD
April 19 (Noon) TBD
April 21 Wyatt Gehrke
April 28 Aubrey Hatfield

Worship services
online!


www.fourthaveumc.org



click on the “VIDEO”
menu—



OR on HOME page



Scroll down
right side - see options for
the worship service.
OR go to

YouTube and search for
4th Avenue UMC to find several videos—choir, special
music, and entire worship
services.
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Community Offering for BelievetTM—Canine Service Partners

Matching Gifts
Fourth Avenue United Methodist Church
will match every dollar you give,

up to $2,000.
Write “Believet” in the memo of the check.
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Our Lenten Soup Luncheons Provide Heavenly Soup AND
Heavenly Messages!!
I am one of the coordinators of our church’s Lenten Soup Luncheons and I
have a touching story I would like to share with you. Before my daughter
Brittney died, she wrote me a note and signed it with a heart (see photo).
Now that she’s gone, whenever a heart appears (especially in this unique
shape), I immediately feel her presence and cherish these bittersweet
moments. My birthday was March 12th and I was hoping for a sign from her as a birthday gift but
did not receive one. The next day I was scrubbing dirt off of some potatoes to get them ready for
the soup luncheon when I came upon this heart shaped potato featured in the photo! You may
think our soups are heavenly…so are the heavenly messages that let you
know you are doing the right thing at the right
time and are rewarded for it! As I told my story
in church during my Lenten Soup Luncheon
report, I left something out. Just as I found the
potato, the song “I Can Only Imagine” came on
the radio. You just can’t make this stuff up!
The soup luncheons are a lot of hard work but
they also offer many blessings!
Submitted by Kelly Landsverk

We are turning over a new leaf this Passion/Palm Sunday
On Passion/ Palm Sunday, April 14, we will be turning over a new leaf in the way that we celebrate
this beginning of Holy Week. We will be purchasing our palm fronds from EcoPalms.org.
Purchasing from this supplier allows us to promote environmental and social justice as we celebrate
our faith. Did you know that harvesting palms is an important source of income
but gatherers receive a low price? Through EcoPalms.org, gatherers will receive a
higher price for their “fair trade” palms improving their income. Did you know that
palms protect valuable natural forests because they provide income to forest
communities? Eco-palms are “sustainably” harvested and managed protecting the
palms and the forests they need for shade. To learn more about this project, go to
EcoPalms.org.

Lydia Crafters— April 15th at 1:00 PM at Thalia Duffield’s in Northfield, MN
“The Lydia Project (named after Lydia in Acts 16) The scarves are a practical solution to drafty airconditioned rooms and a symbol of our radical hospitality, emphasizing our oneness in Christ, and
to create a memorable experience for all attendees of the meeting of the 2020 legislative body of
the United Methodist Church here in Minnesota. Simple purple yarn is being transformed into gifts
of love & prayers for the future of our denomination.”
Mark your calendars: Our next gathering will be on Monday, April 15, 2019 at 1 P.M. at Thalia
Duffield’s, 605 Southbridge Drive, Northfield, MN; 218-839-9314. We have pledged 50 scarves
for General Conference 2020 and are a little more than half way there.
Please note: We have changed our meeting to the third Monday of the month. Nook and
Cranny is closed on Mondays for the time being.
Kirsten
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Students in the News
Middle School 2nd Quarter Honor Rolls
A Honor Roll
Grade 6
Annabel Schiffer
Grade 7
Landon Hatfield
Grade 8
Ella Prange
B Honor Roll
Grade 6
Brody Hatfield

April 10 from 5:30 to 7:00 PM is our next
Wednesday Night Alive. You don’t
want to miss it! We are going to make
Empty Tomb Rolls – Can you guess
what they are? The children will also
be practicing for the Palm Sunday
processional.

Camp Minnesota 2019
“Mission: Helping campers to experience

Christ, Creation, & Community through camp
& retreat ministries.”
“Core Values:
We provide sacred places apart.
We nurture Christian faith & discipleship
We teach creation care & appreciation.
We extend Christian hospitality.
We develop principled spiritual leaders.
We inspire & equip lives for love/justice”
FAUMC has partial camp scholarship
monies available if requested from
Bequests & Gifts and/or from Memorials.
Camp Minnesota also has request forms at
Www.campminnesota.org/camperships
Pick up a Camp Minnesota 2019 brochure in
the FAUMC office, or find them in the annex.

Kelsey Kern was named to Hamline University
College of Liberal Arts Dean’s List for the Fall
of 2018 semester.
To be eligible for the Dean’s List, students must
carry a semester GPA of 3.5 or better and take a
full-time class load. Congratulations, Kelsey!
Attention all College & University Students
The FAUMC Bequest & Gifts 2019 Scholarship
form is available online at
https://fourthaveumc.org/news-%26-forms
Deadline is May 1, 2019. See the form for details.

Sunday School Schedule

Sunday School Notes
Are you wondering about Sunday School? As usual

children are with family on the first Sunday of the
month. They meet in Sunday School the other
Sundays. It’s important for your child/children to
be in Sunday School to learn about Jesus and
Here are some dates for special days to put on
your calendars.
Wed. April 10 – Children practice for Palm
Sunday at Wednesday Night Alive.
Sun. April 14 – Children take part in the
Palm Sunday processional.
Sun. April 21 – Children inspire the
congregation with their singing for
Easter worship.
Sun. May 12 – Children sit with family on
Mother’s Day.
Sun. May 19 – Last day of Sunday School.
August 5 – 9 – Vacation Bible School

April Fourth Teller
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A sincere Thank You
to all who sent best
wishes, cards,
telephone calls and
prayers for my
recovery from knee
surgery. Thank you.
Jack Luedke

Special Notices
On Sunday, March 3 we received new members, Patrick & Sara Morris and
Marlys Steward. Please extend a friendly hand in greeting them to our
congregational family.
Let’s practice our part of radical hospitality by
wearing our name tags on Sunday mornings.
If you see someone you do not know, or someone you have not seen in a while, go up to them and introduce yourself.

April Birthdays

Upper Room
March/April

April Anniversaries

Leonard Rezac

01

Lois Christen

03

Bradley Prange

08

Donna Schuenke

08

Karen Hauptli

09

Bonnie Hammer

10

Eric Hatfield

12

Richard Caron

14

Sympathies

Richard Michel

15

Jean Vincent

15

Kathy DuChene

18

Steven Twiehoff

20

Mark Ackmann

26

Brody Hatfield

30

Our sympathies go to the family of our
custodian, Mark Ackmann, whose
brother, Steve Ackmann, passed away
on March 18, 2019. Boldt Funeral
Home is taking care of a private family service.
FAUMC has sent flowers to Mark Ackmann in
remembrance of Steve.

David & Kathy DuChene

07

Ronn Kotsmith & Donna Schuenke

13

Thank You to all who are participating in the
Day Activity Center (DAC) paper drive. Every
little bit helps. The box is by the East Parking Lot
door. DAC members collect it during each week.

Pastor Greg, Great article [Operation 23 to Zero,
Faribault Daily News] and a great opportunity to
reach the community!
The Upper Room
devotional booklet
includes daily
reading of the
scriptures & a brief
life story. Stop by
the Annex to pick
one up.
Donation - $1.00.

Offering to work with, and support other
groups as well, is a wonderful way to
serve while doing community outreach.
Sorry I didn’t think of it.
Congratulations and God Bless.
Bob Hammer

April Fourth Teller
Page 9

United Methodist Women (UMW)
M and M Circle will be held Wednesday April 10th at 1 PM. The meeting is
on WEDNESDAY due to the soup lunch prep on Thursday. Liz Hartman
and Joyce Buresh will be presenting the latest information regarding the
GROWS Pollinator committee work begun with the Faribault Ministerial Association and other groups in
Faribault. We will be celebrating UMW's 150th anniversary which originated March 23rd 1869.
United Methodist Women support almost 100 missions within the United States. There is only one in
Minnesota. That is Emma Norton in St. Paul. As Methodist women, we are encouraged to support the
Legacy Fund which was established to provide a foundation to support UMW ministry for the next 150
years. Our circle donated money to this endeavor. Please join us.

Emma Norton The Journey Home begins here.
“Every great story begins with a great home” by Tonya Brownlow – Executive Director
“Poetic, right? While I read this on an advertisement for a bank, it is so true and important to the work of
Emma Norton.
“Emma Norton, the person – was a United Methodist Women (UMW) from Winona, who had a vision to
provide a safe home in the mansion district of Saint Paul for young women coming of age seeking opportunities, for education and employment. Her story is the foundation of a legacy we honor today as
National United Methodist Women helped fund a home for the 50 women who currently live at Emma
Norton Residence.
“Then there is the story of building Emma’s Place and how it rallied the support of so many to respond to
the lack of affordable housing for large families in our community.
“And finally, the story of Emma Norton, the agency, continues as we seek new, innovative ways to
provide more affordable homes at our two residential sites and through supporting people in their own
homes, in the community. We have learned so much this year about what it means to create homes for
the women and families coming through the door with a history of trauma.
“To live up to our mission of transformational housing, the homes we provide should understand the
connection between mind, body, and spirit, and promote healing, recovery and growth in those who live
here. In the next year, our hope is that our journey will include a full renovation of Emma’s Place and
planning for something entirely new at Emma Norton Residence.
“Thank you for your support to help our story – and most importantly, the stories of our residents’
recoveries and successes. In gratitude, Tonya Brownlow, Executive Director”
Adapted from: 2017 Annual Report; Celebrating 100 Years of Service

UMW River Valley District Spring Gathering—Saturday, April 27, 2019, 8:30 AM
Immigration has been a political issue for many years. As Methodists, we have learned that by welcoming
the stranger, we have welcomed Christ (Matthew 25:35.) Come spend some time learning about the
current issues around immigration, so that we can see how we can live out our Christian faith while working
within the legal framework. Learn definitions of “refugee” and “immigrant,” the history of immigration law
over the last 30 years, the term “sanctuary” as it applies to churches, cities and states.
Learn about current “sanctuary” work in the area covered by the River Valley District. We will look at the
process of becoming a host church, by seeing how Wesley UMC in Winona has partnered with the Winona
Sanctuary Network in Winona, Minnesota. There are many ways to help support immigrants in our
communities that do not involve becoming part of the sanctuary process. Cost: $10 Lunch included.
Registrations to: Owatonna UMC, 815 E. University, Owatonna, MN 55060 by April 22, 2019.
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“RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED”


Sunday Worship/9:00 AM



Sunday School



Coffee Fellowship/10:15 AM



Bible Study Groups
Website:
www.fourthaveumc.org
Like us on Facebook

Pastor Greg Ciesluk
Phone: 218-310-8813
Pastorgreg.fourthaveumc@

Join us at 2:42 PM daily as we pray our church’s Breakthrough Prayer.

April 2019 Fourth Teller

Blessing of the Bikes
and Bikers April 28, 2019

gmail.com
Contact for Church Office &
Fourth Teller Editor:
Catherine Williams
Office Email:
fourthaveumcoffice@gmail.com
Phone: 507-334-4308
Office Hours: 9:00 am-1:00 pm
Monday-Thursday
Staff
Choir Director: Kelly Landsverk
Accompanist: Doug Madow
Nursery Attendant: Kim Luedke
Custodian: Mark Ackmann
Secretary: Catherine Williams

Fourth Avenue UMC
219 4th Avenue, NW

Welcomes
All Bikers
April 28, 2019
Worship 9:00 AM
Blessing of the Bikes
and Bikers 10:15 AM
Join us for a simple meal
afterwards.

