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It’s important to reflect on our lives and remember the Lord’s blessings.
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 Pentecost—RED

The Power of Remembering

 Graduation Sunday
 Vacation Bible School

Dear Faribault: Fourth Avenue UMC Friends,

 Finance Report

Last week, Dianne and I were on a much-needed getaway to celebrate our 27th
wedding anniversary. We enjoyed a quiet and restful week at a cabin at
Northern Pines Camp in Park Rapids, Minnesota. This was a bit of a trip
down memory lane for us as we had also spent a few days there on our
honeymoon in 1992. The days away provided us a wonderful time of
reminiscing about the early days of our courtship and marriage and the journey we’ve shared these many years together. It just dawned on me that we
have now been married over half of our lives! The recalling of such memories
kindled in us a heart of gratitude to God for his blessings and faithfulness and
deepened our bond with each other for the journey ahead.
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Remembering is an activity of great value and importance and a vital spiritual
habit for the spiritual journey. Throughout the Old Testament, the Lord
instructs his people to remember God and his faithfulness. As God announces
to his people that they will soon enter the land of promise, he reminds them,
“be careful not to forget the LORD, who rescued you from slavery in the land
of Egypt.” (Deut 6:12) The Psalmist in Psalm 77 is in anguish and distress
over his life while God seems absent. But then, his faith is restored as he
declares, “… I recall all you have done, O LORD; I remember your wonderful
deeds of long ago. They are constantly in my thoughts. I cannot stop thinking
about your mighty works.” (v. 11-12)
And in the New Testament, the Apostle Paul recalls the institution of the
Lord’s Supper with the words, “ For I pass on to you what I received from the
Lord himself. On the night when he was betrayed, the Lord Jesus took some
bread and gave thanks to God for it. Then he broke it in pieces and said, “This
is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the
same way, he took the cup of wine after supper, saying, “This cup is the new
covenant between God and his people—an agreement confirmed with my
blood. Do this in remembrance of me as often as you drink it.” For every time
you eat this bread and drink this cup, you are announcing the Lord’s death
until he comes again.” -1 Corinthians 11:23-26
(continued on page 2)
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Pastor’s Page (Continued from page 1)
Our celebration of the Holy Meal recalls Christ’s atoning death, his glorious
resurrection, and his anticipated return for our salvation and hope.

Prayer Chain
If you need prayer for
any reason, there is an
active group in our congregation committed to
praying for you.
Contact Carole Evans
at 507-210-6971 or
e-mail her at
caroleannjean@
gmail.com.
You are welcome to join
the prayer chain. Just
call Carole.

If you notice a need for
building maintenance,
contact the trustees at:
Trustees.fourthaveumc
@gmail.com

Fragrances smell
pretty and enhance
nature. In church,
please keep them to
a minimum.
We have some
members who are
very allergic to the
smells of flowers
and other items.

Throughout the year, the Church remembers the mighty acts of God through
Jesus Christ through its seasons of Advent and Christmas, Lent and Easter,
and the season after Pentecost. We gather on Sundays each week to honor
the Sabbath Day, keep it holy, and remember the God who has kept us and to
remember the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ in whose name we have
been baptized and for whose glory we live. And now, as we enter into the
summertime, we must remember to keep remembering.
I hope that you will wholeheartedly embrace and honor summer for its
different rhythm and unique opportunities and use it to your advantage.
Take time to renew your faith each day in prayer and scripture reading.
Attend Sunday worship when you’re in town and make an extra effort to
attend another church when you’re out of town. Take time to remember
God’s faithfulness to you each day. Reminisce about the seasons of your
life, the significant people and events, and the blessings God has showered
upon you and the help he has given you along the way. This remembering
will kindle in you a heart of gratitude and deepen your bond with God for the
journey ahead.
Seek the Lord’s guidance and invite him to be the master planner of your
summer days. Plan some fun activities that will ignite your passions and
tend the roots of your life. Make plans to visit special people who you
treasure. Let these days be a break from the routine of your life, a
much-needed time for rest and renewal of your mind, body, and soul.
Before I know it, summer will pass and we’ll all be back to the daily grind. If
you haven’t done so yet this summer, take some prayerful moments and
begin the process of summer centering. You’ll be glad you did.
And when we gather to worship, much of what we do falls into the category
of remembering. As we move into the summer, we must remember to
remember.
For honoring the rhythm of summer and centering ourselves anew in God,
I am yours,

Pastor Greg
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Students in the News

Our Daisy Troop
celebrated their
Court of Honor,
Tuesday, May 21, 2019.
Congratulations to the girls
that have met this year with
Nick Speiker as leader.

Middle School:
A Honor Roll

Senior High
A Honor Roll

Grade 6

Grade 11

Annabel Schiffer

Chloe Kucera

Grade 7

Grade 12

Landon Hatfield

Andrew Prange

B Honor Roll

B Honor Roll

Grade 6

Grade 9

Brody Hatfield
Jaxon Hilley

Aubrey Hatfield
Miles Schiffer

Grade 8
Ella Prange
I hope I haven't missed
anyone. Congratulations to all!!!
Donna Schuenke

Worship Servers
June Ushers
David & Joyce Buresh
Robert & Sharon Nelson

June Lay Readers
June 2—Marcia Grundman
June 9—Joyce Buresh
June 16—Ken Harren
June 23—Ronn Kotsmith
June 30—Ian Pope

Congratulations to Chloe
Kucera for her induction
into Faribault High School
Honor Society April 28,
2019. Students must have
a 3.5 GPA, and be
recommended for service,
leadership, character,
participation, and have a
written evaluation from
teachers & community.

June Acolytes
June 2—Comfort Sonpon
June 9—Wyatt Gehrke
June 16—Aubrey Hatfield
June 23—Miles Schiffer
June 30—Ella Prange

Vacation Bible School 2019
Vacation Bible School 2019
Will take place at
Hope United Methodist Church
(3166 197th Street E)
August 5 – 9, 2019
From 5:15 to 7:20 PM
Join us to learn about Daniel, Queen
Esther, the Good Samaritan, Jesus
healing the lepers, and Jesus comforts his friends on the way to
Emmaus. We will also have good food, a time to be creative and
activities to burn off some energy. Hopefully, EP3-20, the puppet,
will be able to join us, too. This week the students will go beyond with
faith, with boldness, with kindness, with thankfulness, and with hope!
We have an exciting time planned!
Watch for more information coming to your inbox and/or mailbox!

Leave a Legacy Have you remembered the church in your will?

Worship services
online!


www.fourthaveumc.org



click on the “VIDEO”
menu—



OR on HOME page



Scroll down
right side - see options for
the worship service.
OR go to

YouTube and search for
4th Avenue UMC to find several videos—choir, special
music, and entire worship
services.
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VBS 2019 Registration

VBS 2019

Student’s Name________________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Family/Guardian Name ____________________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
E-mail Address ________________________________________________________________________________
Phone Numbers: Home ______________________ Cell _____________________ Work___________________
Date of birth ____________________ Age _____________ Last school grade completed ___________________
Home Church (if any) ___________________________________________________________________________
Special Needs/Allergies/Medical Information/Other: __________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Emergency Contacts Name _____________________________________________________ Phone ___________
Name _____________________________________________________

Phone _________________________

Name(s) of person(s) who may pick up this child from VBS
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Photo Release: ______________________________________ Church/VBS has my permission to use my child’s photograph public
ly in VBS materials. I understand the images may be used in print publications, online publications, presentations, websites, and
social media. I also understand that no royalty, fee or other compensation shall become payable to me by reason of such use.
Parent/Guardian’s signature: _____________________________________________________________________
Date_____________________
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Lay Leader Seminar Report—May 4, 2019—Shari VanDerVeen
On May 4, 2019, I was privileged to attend a seminar for lay leaders at the Stewartville UMC. I met about 15
other lay leaders and we had a great morning of learning, incorporating small group study, worship, and inspiring music by their Praise Band. District Superintendent, Cynthia Williams, gave a message that was
both interesting and inspiring, using examples from her own life to make a point.
The theme for the day was “Telling Your Story.” In a study done to assess the effectiveness of the goals of
the UMC, it was noted that our strengths are worship, and we rate very high in social justice issues. The
weakness in our programming was noted as evangelism, or telling the story of Christ to win others to Christ.
Discussions were held on why this was so, and I had to admit, this was a a weakness I have also. I feel
unprepared to tell this story to others. We discussed how the word “evangelism” can be frightening and
intimidating to people. The discussion went further to say that it can be simply a telling of a part of our
personal faith journey. It doesn’t have to be lofty or theological. It also doesn’t have to be just in “telling,” or
talking, but in showing others how we care. Invite them to unburden and assist them any way we can.
We ended the day by writing some personal barriers and issues that we have all faced individually and how
it was made better by our faith in Christ. Also we discussed that an important part of our daily journey is
seeing God in our daily lives, both in and out of church. This is something that Pastor Greg asks quite
frequently in our meetings and interactions. Sometimes we don’t even realize how God is at work. We
need to make ourselves more aware of this.
Since I am a relatively new lay leader, I had questions about the basics of the position and what exactly a
lay leader is and does. We were all given a handout on the expectations of a lay leader, kind of a “job description.” Along with the printed info, there were websites to find out more, and several book titles to read
pertaining to “How to be an effective lay leader and our place in the church.”
I enjoyed meeting new people there and getting new ideas for better “telling of my story” to help bring
anyone closer to God. I plan to attend the follow up seminar. Thank you, Shari VanDerVeen

Upcoming Events & Committee Meetings
Worship
June 2—Ascension Sunday; Holy Communion
June 9—Pentecost Sunday—Wear RED; Graduation Sunday
June 16—Father’s Day; Rev. Gordon Orde preaching
June 23—Rev Rick Ormsby preaching
June 30—Pastor Greg Ciesluk preaching
Events
June 2—SPRC meets 10:20-11:00 AM after worship
June 4—Emmaus Potluck; Parlor; 6:00 PM
June 6—Trustees, 6:30 PM
June 6—Operation 23 to Zero—Library; 7:00 PM
June 11—Church Council; 6:30 PM
June 13—M & M Circle meeting; Topic: Maternal & Child Care; 1:00 PM
June 18—Finance; 6:30 PM
June 18-20—MN UMC Annual Conference; Kelly Inn, St. Cloud, MN
June 25—SPRC; no meeting
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Congratulations to Our 2019 High School Graduates
Andrew “Andy” Prange
Andy graduated with honors from
Faribault High School. He plans to
attend University of Minnesota,
Duluth this fall. He is undecided on
a specific major but would like to
pursue something in the Math and
Science area. He would like to participate in intramural sports there.
His hopes and dreams are to
graduate from college, do some
traveling and find a career that
makes him happy.

College
Scholarships
Awarded by
Bequest & Gifts
Brandon Kern
Kaylee Kern
Kelsey Kern
Brody Kucera
Andrew Prange
Congratulations to
all that applied.

Maggi Quigg
I will be deferring a year from
Loyola Marymount University.
During this gap year, I will travel to
experience new aspects of life to
write about before going to Loyola
Marymount University to study
screenwriting in their school of film
and television.
I would like to be a novelist as well
as a screenwriter for the film and
television industry.
I would like to take this opportunity
to thank you all for your prayers and
support during my high school
career.
Graduation Sunday Worship—June 9, 2019 at 9:00 AM!
Do you have a health care directive?
If a sudden medical emergency or serious illness occurs and you are no longer able to make
decisions for yourself, would your loved ones know what to do? A health care directive is a
useful guide for your family to help them make informed medical decisions on your behalf that
best match your wishes.
This is not an easy document to complete on your own. Free assistance with completing your
health care directive is available from the Honoring Choices Advance Care Planning Program
for Faribault & Owatonna! Call Kerry Hjelmgren at 507-497-3061 to make an appointment.
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Wednesday Night Alive!
In an effort to encourage young families with children to get into the swing of church involvement,
the Education Committee hosted a series of parties called “Wednesday Night Alive!.” For each
occasion the Committee sent individual invitations to the young families inviting them to this event.
Invitations were sent from a list of 15 families who had children age 8 and under. Also, on two
occasions, all-church potlucks were held.
Our get-togethers happened once a month from October thru May with the exception of November.
Both parents and children were involved in projects and fun activities. All occasions included music
for the children thanks to Kelly Landsverk. We met from 5:30 to 7:00 PM each time. Twice we
invited the entire congregation to participate in whole church pot lucks. They were well attended
with about 50 people the first time and about 20 the second time. (An all day heavy rain kept away
a lot of people.)
For the October dinner we had a special meal prepared. For the All Church potluck we brought in
KFC with salads and desserts provided by the congregation. The March family dinner had pizza
ordered in. Otherwise the meals were made by the Committee. Expenses were incurred from food,
decorations and activity supplies all paid for by the grant we received to do the project.
Themes were: Christmas, A Peek at Holy Week, Palm Sunday & Easter, and Pollinators. Liz
Hartman and Joyce Buresh did a special presentation on pollinators for our last meeting.
We hope our attendance will increase as we resume again in the fall. An average of 5-9 kids and
25-30 adults (including workers) attended the young family occasions. The parents that attended
seemed to enjoy themselves and 3 new families attended more regularly in Sunday worship.
Thanks to Pastor Greg for dreaming up this project and requesting this $1000 grant from the
Minnesota Conference; and to all who gave of their time; who planned, worked, cooked, created
and gave their talents to this worthy project. We expect to start again in September. We can always
use additional helping hands. Submitted by Carole Evans, Education Committee

Shea, Blake, Jace Vrieze
Lyla & Jameson Boone
Attended May 8, 2019
Pollinator Program.

Volume 6, Issue 6

June Fourth Teller

Page 8

Lenten Soup Luncheons—Thank You to everyone who helped in any way.
Another Successful Lenten Soup Luncheon in the Books
Drum roll please…….we can be very proud of another successful endeavor
of Lenten Soup Luncheons!!! The net profit total this year is $18,417.36!! We
served 1,967 and sold 1,159 quarts of soup during those 6 weeks.
MANY THANKS go to everyone who helped in any way to make this
year’s soup luncheons a HUGE success.
This year our outreach recipient of a $500 donation from our profit was the
BelievetTM organization. We were happy to support this great group that helps
our veterans.
We think we can all agree that putting on 6 weeks of soup luncheons along
with the planning beforehand and the clean-up afterwards is a lot of hard
work, but it is very rewarding in many ways and is something the community
thoroughly enjoys. God is smiling down on 4th Avenue United Methodist Church which is not only a great
place to worship but also a great place to enjoy some mighty tasty soup! Submitted by Chris Schiffer, Kelly
Landsverk & Irene Eiler, co-leaders

Finance—Kathy DuChene, Treasurer (budget see page 9)
This month’s article from the Finance Committee will be focusing on the 2019 Annual Church Budget.
At the February 12, 2019 Administrative Council Meeting, the 2019 church budget was recommended and
approved at $208,932.00. Monthly receipts of $17,411.00 are needed to fulfill our building, office, administrative, activities, apportionment and payroll expenses.
As you know, our expenses fluctuate monthly. We are just coming out of a long and cold wintery season
which has affected our attendance as well as our heating costs. As this article is being written, we can be
very proud of our Lenten Soup Luncheons success. Thank you to ALL of you who participated in so many
ways.
We are facing some financial challenges at this time. Our income is not keeping up with our expenses.
With your help, the Finance Committee would like to “portion out” the profit from the Soup Luncheons on a
monthly basis rather than use all of the profit within a few months.
This means we are asking you to prayerfully review your gifts and contributions at this time. If you are able,
please consider an extra gift that would be “over and above” your normal pledged amount. We need to see
increased giving from the congregation over the next several months so we can continue to pay our bills on
time.
With the Finance Committee’s continuous effort to keep you informed, we will provide a short report each
week in the bulletin of the previous week’s offering.
Thank you for keeping Fourth Avenue in your hearts and prayers. (see budget on page 9)
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Special Notices/Thank You

Lydia Project
Thank you to all
knitters and
crocheters for
reaching our goal
of 50 purple
scarves!!!
They will be
blessed at a
Sunday worship
service and then
sent on to the
Conference office
for presentation to
those that attend
the 2020 GeneralConference.

Pastor Ciesluk,
Thank you so much for providing such an awesome invocation at the
Chamber's Awards Luncheon. I also appreciate your special prayer (for me).
It helped. Blessings, Casie Steeves
Thank You to everyone who helped with Christian Pipers this year. It has been
a year of food, fun, and fellowship. Thank you for the support your presence
brings to our activities.

June Birthdays
Jean Bauernfeind

06

Christopher Schiffer

07

Lloyd Holling

08

Katie Hatfield

09

Cody VanDerVeen

10

Nicholas Speiker

12

Amanda Weber

12

Catherine Williams

12

Comfort Sonpon

13

The Upper Room
devotional booklet
includes daily
reading of the
scriptures & a brief
life story. Stop by
the Annex to pick
one up.
Donation - $1.00.

Dale & Karen Doehling

01

Cody & Kari VanDerVeen

07

Leon & Elaine Dibble

10

Dustin & Heather Hale

10

James & LuAnn Heyer

14

Robert & Pastor Sharon Nelson

14

Lloyd & Alta Holling

25

Cody & Julie O’Malley

27

Miles Schiffer

15

Frank Matejcek

17

Dale Hauptli

17

Nicholas Sonpon

18

Nathan Rosett

21

Darlene Nichols

23

On April 28, 2019, a special offering was taken for
Bikers Against Child Abuse (B.A.C.A.) “taking a
firm stand against all forms of child abuse.” Members of BACA remain in close contact with children
needing support with “a physical presence at the
home; visiting the child at school and therapy needs.
They will accompany a child to court and parole
hearings, and help with funds for the cost of children’s therapy when other assistance is exhausted.”

Kathie Vrieze

23

source (BACAworld.org & information from brochure)

Dan Kucera

24

Jonathon Hatfield

25

Joe Purfeerst

27

Raymond Schulz

29

Sara DuChene-Boyd 15

Upper Room
May/June

June Anniversaries

On May 19, 2019, a check for $4,731.00 was presented
to Sam Daly for the BelievetTM program.
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United Methodist Women (UMW)
M and M Circle will meet in the library, June 13, at 1:00 PM. Topic: Maternal and Child Care.
“Each year, nearly a quarter of a million women die worldwide from preventable causes related to
pregnancy and childbirth. Some 19,000 children die every day from treatable diseases such as
diarrhea and tuberculosis. The Millennium Development Goals (MDG) related to women and children’s health saw the least progress in the last 15 years.
“Health care for women and children has been at the heart of United Methodist Women since the
organization was founded in the 1800s. Our foremothers made the choice to act to save women’s
lives. They chose to build hospitals and clinics, to train women and girls to serve as doctors and
nurses and to send missionaries to initiate the work.”
(A Call to Prayer and Self-Denial 2017) website: unitedmethodistwomen.org
UMW River Valley District and MN Conference Dates for 2019
July 1—Unit Project of the Year Recognition—Purpose: to share successful ideas with other UMW’s - Pres. Wailana Barker; 1711 Lakeview Drive, Rochester, MN 55902
July 12-14 —Friday-Sunday Mission U—Kelly Inn, 100 4th Avenue, S.; St. Cloud, MN 56301
“Practicing Resurrection: The Gospel and Radical Discipleship” and “Women United for Change:
150 Years in Mission”. Register on line at: mnconfumw.com
August 3—Mission u Too—Normandale-Hylands UMC; 9920 Normandale Blvd. S; Bloomington,
MN 55437 Study book: “Women United for Change: 150 Years in Mission”, Rennae Petersen
leader
Registration online at: mnconfumw.com. For more information see April’s The Fresh Connection.
September 20—Friday UMW River Valley (RV) District Executive Team—
September 21—Saturday RV Annual Gathering—Christ UMC, 400 5th Avenue, S.W.; Rochester,
MN 55902
October 12—Saturday MN Conference Annual Gathering—
Centennial UMC, 1524 County Road C2, W; St. Paul, MN 55113
October 26-27—Sat/Sun MN Conference & District Leadership Development Retreat—Kelly Inn,
St. Cloud, MN

Fit for Britt Walk/Run
PLEASE JOIN US for the 9th annual "FIT FOR BRITT WALK/RUN!
Sunday, June 30th – meet at Shager Park at 1:00 PM – walk starts at 1:30.
Please let Kelly Landsverk know if you would like to order a t-shirt. DEADLINE FOR
ORDERING SHIRTS is Monday, June 10th. If you would rather wear a shirt from a
previous year, that is fine, too! Proceeds of shirt sales and any donations collected
will go to MADD.
This event is to remember Brittney, promote healthy lifestyles, and is a reminder to
stay safe - don't drive drunk or be distracted while driving. We look forward to seeing
you on Sunday, June 30th! We know Brittney will be there with us in spirit!
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“RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED”


Sunday Worship/9:00 AM



Coffee Fellowship/10:15 AM



Bible Study Groups

Website:
www.fourthaveumc.org
Like us on Facebook

Join us at 2:42 PM daily as we pray our church’s Breakthrough Prayer.
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Pastor Greg Ciesluk
Phone: 218-310-8813
Pastorgreg.fourthaveumc@
gmail.com

Pentecost

Contact for Church Office &
Fourth Teller Editor:
Catherine Williams
Office Email:
fourthaveumcoffice@gmail.com
Phone: 507-334-4308
Office Hours: 9:00 am-1:00 pm

Pentecost Sunday
June 9, 2019—9:00 AM
Wear Red

Monday-Thursday
Staff
Choir Director: Kelly Landsverk
Accompanist: Doug Madow
Nursery Attendant: Kim Luedke
Custodian:
Secretary: Catherine Williams

Celebrate Birthday of the Church
Honor Our 2019 Graduates
Present College Scholarships

