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Take a Dip in the Pool of Siloam 

 

Jesus told the man born blind, ñGo wash yourself in the pool of Siloam.ò  -John 9:7 

 

Dear Fourth Avenue UMC Friends, 

 

Rebekah and I had a spiritually invigorating and enlightening experience in the Holy Land.  Like we 

have heard from so many pilgrims to Israel across the years, we will never read the Bible the same 

away again.  There are simply insights one gains into the meaning of the biblical text by being aware 

of the land, its contours, the people and its culture.  One of the things we were awakened to the power 

of archeology, the study of all that is beneath the surface of the land.  For underneath the surface, 

literally, are many clues to what once was.  Trust me, Iôll be doing my best to unearth these things in 

my sermons going forward to give a glimpse of what I learned and experienced roughly two weeks 

ago. 

 

Something we experienced impacts directly our reading of the Gospel of John.  For years, many 

biblical scholars have doubted the historical accuracy of the fourth Gospel, preferring to 

think of its stories and details as mere myths, creations of an earthly Christian 

community.  But a dip in the pool of Siloam has cured that! 

 

The Gospel of John, Chapter 9 tells the story of Jesusô healing of a man born blind.  After 

telling his disciples that the manôs blindness had nothing to do with either the manôs sins 

or those of his parents, Jesus applied mud to the manôs eyes and told him to wash it off at 

the Pool of Siloam. 

 

Nearly from the beginning, the first readers of Johnôs Gospel did not know where the Pool 

of Siloam was.  After the Romans conquered Jerusalem and left it in ruins in 70 AD, the 

city was hardly recognizable so many scholars began to doubt the veracity of the biblical 

story. 

 

Since at least the fifth century, Christians had identified a spot in Jerusalem as the Pool of 

Siloam and the site of the miracle. But it was not until 2004 that archaeologists found 

what they are certain is the ancient pool of Siloam. 



Like so many such finds, it was almost by accident.  During construction work to repair a 

water pipe near the Temple Mount, two Israeli archaeologists found ñtwo ancient stone 

steps.ò  ñFurther excavation revealed that they were part of a monumental pool from the 

Second Temple period, the period in which Jesus lived.ò  The pool was trapezoidal in 

shape and 225 feet long. 

 

Archeology is working wonders to reveal veracity to the biblical narrative.  Itôs become 

increasingly clear that the default scholarly position of disbelieving the Bible because it is 

the Bible is untenable.  The discovery of the Pool of Siloam and many other archeological 

discoveries are showing the truthfulness of the Bible.  Our Holy Land pilgrimage 

impressed upon us that the Bible we have in our hands is reliable record of the mighty 

acts of God. 

And so, we can read the Bible and be assured that it is the Word of the Living God. 

 

May we all grow in our pilgrimage here on earth trusting in the truth of Godôs Word. 

Pastor Greg 

 

In Sympathy 

Our condolences are extended to our sister, Julie 

OôRara, on the death of her brother, Dana Grant.  

Dane was born on July 29, 1961 and entered 

Heaven on April 26, 2023.  Dana & Julie both grew 

up here at Fourth Avenue Methodist Church.  Their 

parents were Charles (Chuck) & Kay Grant.  

Check Minnesota Valley Funeral Home in New 

Ulm for more details. 

You may send cards to Julie OôRara at:  1102 

Kingswood Crescent, Faribault, MN 55021. 

National Day of 

Prayer 2023 
 

Thursday, May 4th 

Noon 

Rice County Courthouse 



May    1 ~ Lakelanders 7 pm 

May    3 ~ Bible Study 2 pm, Freedom Kids 5 pm, NO Choir Practice, & Confirmation 7 pm 

May    4 ~ Trustees Meeting 6:30 pm & Operation 23 to 0 7 pm 

May    6 ~ Jesus Food at Faribo West Mall 10 am 

May   7 ~ Worship Service with Communion 9 am 

May    8 ~ Mission/Memorial Meeting 6 pm & Lakelanders 7 pm 

May    9 ~ Rotary Blood Drive 11:30 am to 5:30 pm& Ad Council 6:30 pm 

May  10 ~ Bible Study 2 pm, Last Freedom Kids 5 pm, Last Choir Practice 6 pm, &   

       Confirmation 7 pm 

May  11 ~ Pastor Greg Preaching at Emeralds 10 am & New Perspectives 10:45 am 

                 United Women in Faith 1 pm 

May 14 ~ Worship Service with Rebekah Ciesluk Preaching, Invite a Friend Sunday,    

       Motherôs Day & Sacrament of Baptism 9 am 

May  15 ~ Scholarship applications due & Lakelanders 7pm 

May  16 ~ Pastor Greg at Faribault Ministarial Association 11:30 am &   

       Finance Meeting 2:45 pm 

May  17 ~ Bible Study 2 pm & Last Confirmation 7 pm 

May  18 ~ Rice County Piecemakers 7 pm 

May  21 ~ Worship Service with Anointing of the Sick 9 am 

May  22 ~ Lakelanders 7 pm 

May  23 ~ SPRC 6:30 pm 

May  24 ~ Bible Study 2 pm 

May 28 ~ Worship Service Pentecost (Wear Red) 9 am 

May 29 ~ Memorial Day Flag Raising at the Courthouse 9 am, Parade 10 am, Ceremony & Freewill 

       Donation lunch at the American Legion at Noon 

May 2023 Calendar of Events 

Acolytes 
 

May   7 - Khaler Grant 

May 14 - Ella Prange 

May 21 - Comfort Sonpon 

May 28 - Hanna Gehrke 

Lay Readers 
  

May   7 -  Nicholas Sonpon 

May 14 -  Dwayne Weber 

May 21 -  Gary Braun 

May 28 -  John Baldwin 

May Worship Servers 

Poppy Sales 

The American Legion Auxiliary, 

Irene Eiler,  will be collecting 

Poppy donations which supports 

so many veterans & families in the 

community starting May 17th. 

Thank you for your support of our veterans!  

Faribault Christian Womenôs Connection  

You are invited to the Faribault Christian Womenôs 

Connection Luncheon at the River Community Church 

on Tuesday, May 9th at 11:45 am.  Special 

features include the Junk Monkey, Mikaila 

Pitt, & ñThe Challenge of New Beginningsò.  

The cost for the luncheon is $13. 



 

January Total Offering 

Unified Budget $12,980 

Project RESTORE $  1,795 

 

February Total Offering 

Unified Budget  $14,379 

Project RESTORE $10, 980 

 

March Total Offering 

Unified Budget $11,550 

Project RESTORE $  3,700 

 

April Total Offering 

Unified Budget $12,914 

Easter Offering $     770 

Rotary Clubôs Blood Drive 

Tuesday, May 9th 

11:30 am to 5:30 pm 

in the Fellowship Hall 

April 2 (Palm Sunday) 

Unified Budget $2,620 
 

April 7 (Community Good Friday) 

Rice County Habitat for Humanity $539 
 

April 9 (Easter Sunday) 

Unified Budget $4,968 

Easter Offering $   635 
 

April 16  

Unified Budget $873 

Easter Offering $  60 
 

April 23 

Unified Budget $1,508 

Easter Offering $     45 
 

April 30 

Unified Budget $2,945 
 

 

**Please continue to send in your Easter offering if you have not.  

Thank you for all your support to our church! 

   In Person On Line 

   Worship Worship 

April   2      93       32 

April   6      30         5 

April   7    102        14 

April   9    124       19 

April 16      50       18 

April 23      64       23 

April 30      65       21 

Worship Attendance for April 2023 

Month   In Person Online 

January 2023           58      27 

February 2023      59      17 

March 2023       64      18 

April 2023       75      19 

2023 Offering by Month 

Average Worship Attendance 2023 

April Weekly Offering 2023 

 

AAUW 2023 Book Sale 

The AAUW Book Sale will take place at the 

Faribo West Mall May 18-23.   


