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Countrywide Incidents for the Week 

1. Kidnap incidents significantly increased throughout the week, with over 85 victims. 

2. Counter-terrorism and insurgency operations continue in the Northern region. 

3. Terrorist activities decrease over the reporting week. 

4. Crime surged in parts of the South South and North Eastern regions. 
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       Figure 1. Incident map     
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Figure 2. Graph portraying incident types per region 
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The above risk maps show locations where citizens were killed and kidnapped in the reporting week. Figure 3 represents areas where  

abductions occurred, while Figure 4 reflects locations with recorded fatalities.  

Weekly Statistics 

Figure 3. Figure 4. 
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The figures above show a bar chart contrasting the statistics from the total number of fatalities/kidnapped individuals between week 04 and 
week 05. The figures show regions where conflict-related fatalities were high and low, also capturing regions with high/low numbers of kidnapped 
victims. The blue bar represents the number of persons killed, while the dark red represents kidnapped victims.  
 
 
 
 

Figure 5. Week 04       Figure 6. Week 05 

Weekly trend analysis 
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The above figure shows a risk map contrasting areas where fatalities occurred in the country. The contrast between week 04 and week 05 helps 
spot the progression of conflict-related fatalities and shows areas where fatalities occurred the most and least. The color intensity and lightness 
depict areas with the least and most fatalities. Based on the above map, Borno, Plateua, and Benue states captured the highest number of 
fatalities. 
 

Figure 7. Week 04 Figure 8. Week 05 
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Figure 9. Week 04                                                                                                                                              Figure 10. Week 05 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The above figure captures areas where victims fall into kidnapping threats the most or least. In week 05, most kidnapped victims were from 
Kaduna, Katsina, and Ekiti states. This is most likely because kidnap incidents were underreported in other states during the week. 
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Analysis – During the week, the number of fatalities increased significantly to 69 individuals, while the count of kidnapping victims increased, 

with 13 reported victims. 

Several security incidents particularly kidnap incidents unfolded during the week, reflecting a diverse range of threats in different regions of 
Nigeria. On February 1st, a brazen kidnapping occurred near a military camp and checkpoint in Bwari Area Council, FCT Abuja. Despite the 
proximity to security installations, armed individuals, suspected to be bandits, managed to breach the perimeter, abducting a person. The 
vigilante group's attempts to rescue the victim proved unsuccessful, underscoring the challenges faced by local communities in the face of 
increasingly audacious criminal activities. A group of armed individuals suspected to be bandits reportedly also stormed the Gbauzokoyako 
community located after Ketti village in the Kuje Area Council of the FCT Abuja. According to the reports, the assailants attacked the community 
in the early hours and killed three persons – a father, a son, and one other individual who came to the village on a condolence visit. Subsequently, 
five people were also abducted by the assailants to an unknown destination.  

In a separate incident on the same day, a monarch was tragically killed in his palace in Koro Ekiti, Kwara State by members of an organized 
criminal group (OCG). The assailants, armed with firearms, abducted the monarch's wife and two others. As of the latest reports, the kidnappers 
had not made any contact for ransom, adding an element of uncertainty to the unfolding situation. 

Meanwhile, on January 31st, police arrested three armed robbery suspects in the Tanke area during a raid. The suspects, who were allegedly 
terrorizing the community, were found in possession of weapons, including a locally fabricated pistol and various bladed instruments. The 
incident highlights ongoing efforts by law enforcement to curb criminal activities, although challenges persist. 

These incidents collectively depict a complex security landscape in the North Central, marked by various forms of criminality, from traditional 
armed robbery to high-stakes kidnappings. The need for coordinated efforts between local communities, law enforcement, and military forces 
remains paramount to address the diverse and evolving threats faced by different regions in the country. 

 

01 February 2024 – The information available revealed that one person was kidnapped by a group of armed individualssuspected to be bandits 
at Pambara New Extension, about 200 meters away from a military camp and checkpoint in Bwari Area Council, FCT Abuja. It indicated that the 

NORTH CENTRAL (NC) - Summary 

Regional Summary/Incident list 
 

NORTH CENTRAL (NC) – Incident List 



 

HORIZON WEST AFRICA / WEEKLY INCIDENT REPORT /FEBRUARY 2024 

 

11 

kidnappers gained access through the fence after cutting the barbed wires. However, according to the report, all attempts by the vigilante group 
in the area to rescue the victim were abortive.  

01 February 2024 – Reports indicate the killing of a monarch in his palace IVO Koro Ekiti by members of an OCG who discharged SAF before 
abducting the monarch's wife and two other persons. No contact has yet been made by the kidnappers for ransom. 

31 January 2024 – Three armed robbery suspects alleged to terrorize the Tanke area were arrested by police operatives during a raid at an 
abandoned building in the Oke-Odo area. 

31 January 2024 – Ethnic Fulani herdsmen attacked the Gbajimba Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) Camp in Guma Local Government Area 
(LGA), Benue State, shooting dead ten people. 

31 January 2024 – Two people were stabbed to death in clashes between two rival gangs in Minna, Chanchaga Local Government Area (LGA), 
Niger State. Shortly after, police officers arrived at the scene, stopping the fighting and apprehending 10 of the involved perpetrators, while the 
others fled. 

30 January 2024 – The Nigerian Association of Resident Doctors at the Dalhatu Araf Specialist Hospital, (DASH), Lafia are protesting at the hospital 
premises over the assault of a colleague by a patient's relative. Reports indicate the protesters have embarked on a 72-hour strike, effective 
immediately. 

30 January 2024 – Information acquired from sources indicated that a lawyer was kidnapped at his residence at Angwa Kare in Keffi, Nasarawa 
State.  

29 January 2024 – Troops of the military task force “Operation Safe Haven” (OPSH) foiled an attack and killed 10 armed individuals suspected to 
be herdsmen militia IVO Bokkos Local Government Area.  

29 January 2024 – Agony was said to have enveloped some parts of Abuja when kidnappers reportedly killed a nursing mother, Christiana Igba, 
and her mother, Maria Agbo, after spending two weeks with them in their yet-to-be-known hideout. 

29 January 2024 - A group of armed individuals suspected to be bandits reportedly stormed the Gbauzokoyako community located after Ketti 
village in the Kuje Area Council of the FCT Abuja. According to the reports, the assailants attacked the community in the early hours and killed 
three persons. 

28 January 2024 - Reports revealed the corpse of an adult was found inside a bag dumped in a refuse IVO Lorpuu Adai Street, Nyiman Layout, 
HUDCO Quarters Makurdi. The hands of the victim were tied behind his back, with one of his ears missing.  
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28 January 2024 - Two teenage sisters were kidnapped by armed individuals suspected to be bandits at Guita community, Chikakore in Kubwa, 
Bwari Area Council of the FCT, Abuja. It was learnt that the assailants numbering about six, kidnapped the teenagers in addition to three children 
– a male and two females of a family.  

27 January 2024 - Armed individuals suspected to be herdsmen attacked three communities IVO Ogwumogbo, Ikpele, and Arjuna. It was revealed 
that eight persons were killed while unconfirmed numbers of persons were missing.  

27 January 2024 - Troops of a military task force on “Operation Safe Haven” (OPSH) killed about 30 armed Individuals during an exchange of SAF 
and arrested 50 others with large caches of arms and ammunition IVO Satguru and Tyop villages, Mangu LGA.  

 

 

 
 
Analysis – There was an overall increase in the number of fatalities as 23 persons were killed and a slight decrease in kidnap victims, with 2 
kidnap victims during the week.  

The week's security incidents in the region depict a varied landscape of criminal activities and insurgency. On February 1st, in Ngurore, Yola South 
LGA, Adamawa State irate youth took the law into their own hands, lynching a suspected motorcycle thief before security forces could intervene. 
This incident reflects the prevalent issue of mob justice and highlights the challenges authorities face in maintaining law and order. 

In a separate event on the same day, a significant breakthrough occurred as police operatives apprehended 12 suspects involved in the 
production and circulation of counterfeit US dollars along the Bajoga-Dukku axis. The authorities recovered a substantial amount of fake currency, 
emphasizing the need for continued efforts to combat financial crimes and counterfeiting. 

Amidst the ongoing insurgency, an attack on a Special Forces (SF) patrol team at Gajigana town on January 31st, attributed to members of ISWAP, 
resulted in the death of one soldier. The attackers swiftly withdrew before reinforcements arrived, underscoring the persistent threat posed by 
extremist groups in the region. 

Furthermore, incidents involving both ISWAP and the ex-JAS Shekau group were reported throughout the week, including abductions, killings, 
and cattle theft. These events illustrate the complex and multifaceted nature of security challenges faced by the military and local communities 
in different regions. The need for intelligence-driven operations, community engagement, and enhanced counterinsurgency efforts remains 
critical to address the evolving security landscape in Nigeria. 

 

NORTH EAST (NE) - Summary 
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01 February 2024 – According to reports, an irate youth killed a suspected motorcycle thief IVO Ngurore, Yola South LGA. The victim was lynched 
by the angry mob before the arrival of HG security forces. 

01 February - A team of police operatives arrested 12 suspects who specialized in printing and disposing of fake US dollars IVO Bajoga-Dukku 
axis.  

31 January 2024 - An attack on an SF patrol team at Gajigana town, assessed to be by members of ISWAP, killed one soldier. The attackers 
withdrew before SF reinforcements arrived at the scene.  

30 January 2024 - Members of ISWAP on motorcycles set up an IVCP along the Damasak to Maiduguri Road, IVO Binduldul village. They 
intercepted commercial vehicles and abducted four people returning from the Gubio market before they withdrew. 

29 January 2024 – Members of the ex-JAS Shekau group stole 70 head of cattle belonging to an individual from the Zirri/Zidda uphills near the 
Wagga community. In response, SF expanded its patrolling from Madagali to cover Zirri, Tur, and Wagga. 

29 January 2024 - Members of ISWAP killed one person in Kukawa town and withdrew immediately thereafter. Although the reason for the killing 
was unknown, it was speculated the killing could be linked to a statement issued by ISWAP. 

29 January 2024 - A civilian vehicle was struck by an IED assessed as to have been emplaced by ISWAP, near Frigi village approximately 20km 
North of Pulka on the Gwoza-Bama road. Twelve civilians were killed, and seven others wounded.  

28 January 2024 - A group of ISWAP members kidnapped an Ulama and a petty trader selling medicine in Kukawa town. The whereabouts of the 
victims could not be ascertained as the kidnappers were yet to contact the families. 

27 January 2024 – A group of unidentified persons burgled a provision shop in the Shettimari area in Damasak town. The perpetrators stole 
assorted foods and cosmetic items worth thousands of naira. No arrests have been reported. 

27 January 2024 - Members of ISWAP placed an IED in the Cattle market area on the outskirts of Gubio town. A group of child scavengers removed 
the object and moved it to a buyer where it exploded, killing eight people.   

   

 

 

NORTH EAST (NE) – Incident List 
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Analysis – Fatalities decreased slightly with only 7 persons killed, while kidnapped individuals also decreased with over 60 victims during the 

week.  

The security incidents during the highlighted period paint a concerning picture of violence in the North West region. On February 1st, gunmen 
believed to be from Siddi forest carried out a fatal attack in Tashar Nadaya, Sabuwa LGA of Katsina state, killing a commercial motorcycle rider 
and seizing his bike. In another distressing event on the same day, a bridal convoy en route to Ungwan Murjiya in Dandume LGA, Katsina state, 
became the target of hoodlums. The assailants ambushed the convoy, consisting of the bride and approximately 30 women, emphasizing the 

vulnerability of even celebratory processions to criminal activities. Such incidents further contribute to the sense of insecurity prevalent in these 
areas. 

Meanwhile, the disappearance of five vigilante members in Safana LGA, Katsina State, raises concerns about the challenges faced by local security 
forces. The vigilantes reportedly went missing while attempting to thwart bandits from escaping a military airstrike, illustrating the complex 
dynamics and risks involved in combating criminal elements. 

The alleged blasphemous social media post in the capital of Katsina State on January 31st sparked palpable tension. The situation escalated into 

violence, with an irate mob setting fire to the residence and car of the Christian resident accused of the post, showcasing the potential for 
religious and communal tensions to erupt into violence. 

Additionally, attacks on communities in Gwadabawa LGA and Kaduna South LGA resulted in fatalities, abductions, and injuries, underlining the 
broader security challenges faced by these regions. These incidents collectively emphasize the need for a comprehensive and coordinated 
approach to address the root causes of insecurity and protect the well-being of residents in these areas. 

 

01 February 2024 - In a separate incident around the same time, gunmen reportedly from Siddi forest infiltrated Tashar Nadaya, near the Gazari 
district border in Sabuwa LGA. The criminals killed a commercial motorcycle rider, seizing his bike. 
01 February 2024 - According to a reliable source, the bride accompanied by approximately 30 women, was en route to her husband’s residence 
in Ungwan Murjiya in Dandume LGA between 8:30-9 pm when the convoy fell prey to the hoodlums.  

NORTH WEST (NW) - Summary

NORTH WEST (NW) – Incident List 
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31 January 2024 - Five vigilante members have gone missing after battling bandits at Dogon Marke village in Safana LGA, Katsina State. The 

vigilantes disappeared while trying to prevent the hoodlums from escaping a military airstrike that reportedly took place at about 7:30 pm 
yesterday around the Zakka, Yauni vicinity in Safana LGA. 
31 January 2024 – Palpable tension has gripped the capital of Katsina State as an alleged blasphemous social media post against the Prophet of 
Islam, made by a Christian resident identified as Mani Abubakar, sparked outrage.  
31 January 2024 - Suspected armed persons attacked a community, killed one person, and abducted eight others and thereafter, fled to a nearby 
forest area in Katalan Kaura village of Atakwanyo Ward - Gwadabawa LGA. A police investigation is ongoing. 

30 January 2024 - Bandits attacked a community in Kidandan, Kaduna South Local Government Area (LGA), Kaduna State, injured one person, 
and kidnapped three others. 
29 January 2024 - Suspected armed persons attacked a community in Maikujera village of Rarah Ward- Rabah LGA, killing three persons and 
injuring three others. They also rustled livestock before departing.  
  
 

Analysis – The number of fatalities increased with 8 killed victims while no kidnap victims were recorded during the week. This is most likely 
because incidents are underreported within the area. 

The security situation in Ebonyi State, Nigeria, continues to be a cause for concern, as evidenced by recent incidents. On February 1st, unknown 
gunmen targeted a police patrol team in the Ngbo-Effium axis of Ohaukwu Local Government Area. On January 31st, the Ebonyi State Police 
Command also confirmed three fatalities resulting from cult clashes in Oriuzor community, Ezza North Local Government Area. Cult-related 
violence poses a persistent threat to communities, demanding ongoing efforts from law enforcement to curb such activities and maintain public 
safety. 

In a different context, on January 30th, the Enugu State Graduate Farmers expressed dismay over the destruction of their 35,000-hectare rice 
farm by herdsmen. This incident highlights the ongoing challenges related to farmer-herder conflicts in the state, underscoring the need for 
sustainable solutions to prevent such clashes and ensure the livelihoods of agricultural communities. 

Furthermore, on January 29th, unidentified gunmen attacked Ohii junction on the Owerri – Orlu Road in Imo State, resulting in the tragic loss of 
at least four lives. The incident exemplifies the broader security concerns in the region, emphasizing the need for enhanced measures to address 
criminal activities and protect the lives of residents. 

SOUTH EAST (SE) – Summary 
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Lastly, on January 28th, reports surfaced of an attack on worshippers in Umukwa community by armed individuals suspected to be cultists. While 

the exact number of injuries remains unconfirmed, the incident highlights the vulnerability of communities even during religious gatherings, 
necessitating comprehensive security measures. 

 

01 February 2024 - Unknown gunmen have attacked a police patrol team in the crisis-prone Ngbo-Effium axis in Ohaukwu Local Government 
Area of Ebonyi.  
31 January 2024 - The Ebonyi State Police Command on Wednesday confirmed the killing of three persons in cult clashes, in Oriuzor community, 
Ezza North Local Government Area of the state. 
30 January 2024 - A group known as the Enugu State Graduate Farmers (ESGF) has expressed dismay over herdsmen’s destruction of its 35,000 

hectares of rice farm. 

29 January 2024 - Gunmen on Monday struck at Ohii junction on the Owerri – Orlu Road in Imo State killing no fewer than four persons. 

28 January 2024 - Reports from sources revealed armed individuals suspected to be cultists attacked worshippers during service IVO Umukwa 

community on 28 January 2024. Unconfirmed numbers of worshippers sustained injuries during the attack.  

 

 

Analysis – The number of fatalities increased with 10 fatalities captured while no persons were kidnapped during the reporting week as compared 

to the previous week. 

The security landscape in the South-South has witnessed diverse incidents reflecting the multifaceted challenges faced by communities. On 

January 31st, irate women took to the East-West Road at the Zarama-Yenagoa axis of Bayelsa state to protest against the prevailing insecurity. 

The demonstration underscores the growing concerns among citizens about safety and the need for effective measures to address security issues 

in the region. 

SOUTH SOUTH (SS) – Summary 

SOUTH EAST (SE) – Incident List 
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Tragically, on the same day, unidentified assailants killed and decapitated a police inspector in Uyo, Akwa Ibom State. The assailants, numbering 

over 10, attacked the inspector's residence, firing indiscriminately to create fear among residents. An ongoing investigation aims to unravel the 

circumstances surrounding this gruesome murder, highlighting the urgency of addressing violent incidents targeting law enforcement. 

In the Port Harcourt area of Rivers state, suspected members of a "one-chance" robbery syndicate were apprehended on January 29th. The 

syndicate, disguising themselves as drivers and passengers in a commercial vehicle, preyed on unsuspecting passengers. This incident reflects 

the persistent threat of criminal activities on public transportation routes and the importance of robust measures to curb such nefarious 

operations. Still in Rivers State, the killing of a notorious pirate, known as John Togo the Second, brought about jubilation. The pirate had been 

terrorizing major waterways in the state, and his demise is perceived as a significant achievement in the fight against maritime crime. 

However, violence persisted in other states. On January 29th, two youth leaders were gruesomely killed in Delta State, adding to the concerning 

trend of targeted attacks on community leaders. Additionally, in Warri, Delta State, two youths allegedly set ablaze a building housing eight 

shops, indicating localized acts of violence. Communal tensions flared on January 29th, leading to the vandalization of properties in Ojah 

community of Edo State. The incident was triggered by perceived interference in a customary burial rite, showcasing how cultural issues can 

escalate into violent confrontations. Finally, on January 28th, a communal clash over a land dispute resulted in six confirmed deaths and 

numerous injuries between Okoloba and Okuama communities in Bomadi and Ughelli South. This tragic incident highlights the longstanding 

challenges related to land disputes and the urgent need for conflict resolution mechanisms in such areas. 

31 January 2024 - Irate women are reportedly protesting along the East-West Road at the Zarama-Yenagoa axis over insecurity. 

31 January 2024 - Unidentified assailants killed and decapitated a police inspector at his residence IVO Enen Afaha and Afaha Ube, a suburb 

within the Uyo metropolis late hours on Wednesday. The reports revealed that the victim was attacked by over 10 assailants who entered his 

residence and started shooting indiscriminately to scare away residents and passersby.  

29 January 2024 - Suspected members of a “one-chance” robbery syndicate were apprehended in Port Harcourt. The suspects  who operate a 

commercial vehicle to carry out their nefarious activities pose as drivers and passengers to lure unsuspecting passengers. 

29 January 2024 - Rivers state has been thrown into jubilation following the killing of a notorious pirate, popularly called John Togo the Second, 

who has been terrorizing major waterways in the state. 

SOUTH SOUTH (SS) – Incident List 
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29 January 2024 - Two youth leaders were gruesomely killed in Mosogar, Ethiope West Local Government Area, Delta State by unidentified 

gunmen on Monday. 

29 January 2024 - Two youths clad in black caftans in the early hours of Monday allegedly set ablaze a building housing eight shops along Palm-

Groove Road in Warri, Warri South Local Government Area of Delta State. 

29 January 2024 - Some youth in the Ojah community who were angered over a customary burial rite that they suspected was stopped by the 

traditional ruler of the community stormed the palace and vandalized a vehicle and other properties while others went to a commissioner's 

house and set it ablaze.  

28 January 2024 - Six persons were confirmed dead while many others sustained bullet wounds in a communal clash over a land dispute between 

two riverine communities – Okoloba and Okuama respectively in Bomadi and Ughelli South 

 

Analysis – The number of fatalities increased significantly with 3 fatalities captured while the number of kidnap victims also increased to 10 this 
week. Despite the increase, it is still relevant to note that these incidents are underreported in this region. 

The security situation in the South West region during the highlighted period reveals a range of criminal activities and challenges. On February 
1st, a significant police operation led to the arrest of 52 suspected cultists at a hotel in the Iya Abiodun area of Ogun state, where they were 
reportedly conducting an initiation rite. The arrests were made based on credible intelligence, underscoring the importance of proactive 
measures to curb cult-related activities. On January 31st, the State Police Command also arrested a suspected cultist in the Fadeyi area of Lagos 
state while the individual and his armed gang members were harassing commercial tricycle operators. The arrest, accompanied by the recovery 

of a locally made gun, highlights ongoing efforts to address cult-related violence and criminal activities in the area. 

In a different incident on January 29th, a cleric was killed on his farm by suspected armed men in the Gege village axis of the Ogbomoso-Iseyin 
road, Oyo state. The subsequent arrest of three individuals in connection with the crime demonstrates law enforcement's commitment to 
investigating and bringing perpetrators to justice. 

On the same day, residents of Ifon and Ilobu towns, Osun state fled their homes due to reported bloody clashes between the two communities 
over lingering boundary issues. The clashes, which involved militias from both communities, underscore the challenges of communal tensions 
and the need for effective conflict resolution mechanisms. 

SOUTH WEST (SW) - Summary 
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Another concerning incident occurred on January 29th, where armed individuals halted a school bus carrying 25 pupils and four staff in Eporo 

Ekiti. The assailants abducted five pupils and four staff, demanding a ransom of 100 million naira for their release. This incident highlights the 
persistent threat of kidnapping for ransom, particularly targeting vulnerable groups such as travelers in this region. 

Tragically, on January 29th, suspected herdsmen killed two traditional rulers – the Onimojo of Imojo Ekiti and the Elesun of Esun Ekiti. The gunmen 
attacked the rulers while returning from a meeting, illustrating the continued challenges posed by insecurity in various parts of the country. 
Lastly, on January 27th, the State Chairman of the Tipper, Lorry, and Quarry Park Management System was reportedly kidnapped by an organized 

criminal group in Ibadan. As of now, it remains uncertain if ransom demands have been made. These incidents collectively emphasize the diverse 
security challenges faced by communities in Nigeria, necessitating comprehensive and sustained efforts to ensure public safety. 
01 February 2023 - According to reports from sources, 52 suspected cultists were arrested by police operatives on 21 January at a hotel in the 

Iya Abiodun area where they were performing an initiation rite.  

31 January 2024 - A suspected cultist was arrested by operatives of the State Police Command in the Fadeyi area while the suspect and his gang 

members who were armed with dangerous weapons, including guns, cutlasses, and axes, were harassing commercial tricycle operators. Other 

members of the gang escaped arrest.  

29 January 2024 - Available reports indicated that a cleric was killed on his farm by suspected armed men IVO the Gege village axis of the 

Ogbomoso-Iseyin road. Sources indicated that three people have been arrested in connection to the crime and investigations are ongoing 

29 January 2023 - Many residents of Ifon and Ilobu towns on Monday fled their homes following reported bloody clashes involving the two 

communities engaging in bloody clashes over lingering boundary issues.  

29 January 2024 - A school bus conveying 25 pupils and four staff of a school returning home was forced to a halt IVO Eporo Ekitii by armed 

individuals who fired at the tires of their vehicle. Five pupils and the four staff were abducted by the assailants and moved into the forest.  

29 January 2023 - Gunmen suspected to be herdsmen killed two traditional rulers IVO Oke-Ako and Ipao-Ekiti. Sources indicate that the deceased 

duo – Onimojo of Imojo Ekiti in Oye Local Government Area and Elesun of Esun Ekiti in Ajoni, Ikole Local Government Area of Ekiti State, were 

attacked by the gunmen while returning from a meeting. 

27 January 2024 - The State Chairman, Tipper, Lorry, and Quarry Park Management System (PMS) was reportedly kidnapped by members of an 

OCG that stormed his residence at Ajiboye area IVO Omi Apata, Ibadan, and whisked him to an unknown location.  

SOUTH WEST (SW) – Incident List 
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