
BREAKING: Motion Filed to Hold Michigan Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson in Contempt of Court 
November 2, 2022 
 
Plaintiffs in O’Halloran v Benson lawsuit have filed a motion to hold Michigan Secretary of State Jocelyn 
Benson in contempt of court.  Rather than comply with the ruling issued by Court of Claims Judge 
Swartzle on October 20, 2022 to update five sections of a 27 page May 22 manual pertaining to poll 
challenger guidance, she and her legal team have issued over 460 pages of legal filings. In other words, 
instead of following the law, Benson is seeking to delay issuing lawful guidelines until after the 
November 8, 2022 election.   
 
In so doing, Benson appears to be attempting to foment conflict at polls and AV Counting Boards.  Poll 
challengers are trained to comply with Michigan election law. Benson’s guidelines to election officials on 
the treatment of poll challengers fails to comply with Michigan election law. 
 
In the motion filed today by the Attorney for plaintiffs, Ann Howard stated “Defendants have been in 
contempt of the Court of Claims’ Opinion and Order since 10/20/22 by continuing to keep the May 2022 
document on their website. It has now been thirteen days since entry of the Opinion and Order. To 
Plaintiffs’ knowledge, Defendants have made no effort whatsoever to correct their guidance – as 
mandated by this Court’s injunctive order. In fact, as of 10:03 a.m. today, the guidance on the 
Defendants’ website is the “May, 2022 guidance,” with a 6/07/22 “modified” date. This response to the 
Court of Claims’ order by the Defendants lures Michigan clerks, election workers and challengers into 
believing that the May 2022 guidance is appropriate. Defendants have the capability to communicate 
directly with local clerks and election officials with the click of a mouse, but have have failed to do so.” 
 
The only rational conclusion that could be made upon consideration of her failure to follow a court 
order that she follow the law is that she intends to violate the law during an election that features her as 
one of the candidates on the ballot.  Plaintiffs have therefore taken it upon themselves to advise the 
public of the order issued by Judge Swartzle (See Attached). MI SoS Benson should be held accountable 
by the media for her serial lawlessness.  The October 20, 2022 court order is the fifth time Benson and 
her office have been found to issue guidance that failed to comply with Michigan law.   
 
Please direct inquiries to Patrick Colbeck at patrick@migrassrootsalliance.org. 
  



 


