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U.S. Navy Transports
Ordered to Rescue

WASHINGTON  (UPD'—President
Ford announced a huge sealift Satur-
day to save more than a million refu-
gees trapped by advancing Communist
forces on South Vietnam's coast.
Other officials said it already was un-
derway with commercial and Navy
vessels.

Pentagon offKials said Saturday
night that despite the fall of Da Nang
they were going ahead with plans for
the sealift.

Ford called on ships of all nations
tc join the rescue, At least four na-
tions were involved within hours,

Officials estimated some 1.5 million
refugees are swelling towns and cities
ulong the central coast. It appears the
evacuation might become the largest
since Dunkirk, when more than 300,000
British troops were taken off tle
beaches of France in 1940,

FORD ORDERED four Navy trans-
port ships to sail Saturday for Viet-
nam. A Pentagon spokesman said the
first two would arrive sometime aflter
tnidnight Sunday, while the others
would get there later.

Daniel Parker, the U.S. Foreign
Aid Administrator named by Ford to
coordinate the huge evacuation, said
two U.S. commercial ships under
charter to the military sealift com-
mand already had loaded some 15,000
refugees from barges off Da Nang. A

For Strongest, Meanest

Philippine vessel has moved in for
others, he said.

Australia, Britain and the National-
‘st Chinese government also joined the
rescue effort in response to Ford's ap-

peal. Britain dispatched a Royal Navy
frigate, Australia sent a Hercules
transport plane and Taiwan provided
20 landing craft,

Parker said he does not know just
how many refugees the United States
and other countries can evacuate,

Da Nan

SAIGON, South Vietnam (AP) —
Da Nang, South Vietnam's second
largest city and its last bastion in the
northern zone, has been captured by
Communist-led troops, Saigon military

officials said Sunday.

One official said the government
lost four infantry divisions, an air
force division and other units for an
estimated total of nearly 100,000 sol-
diers who were trapped in the area.

“The loss of the city was the single
biggest defeat for South Vietnam in
the past 20 years," he added.

The fall of Da Nang was reported
only hours after President Ford in

U.S. officials stressed that mno
troops are aboard the Navy vessels
sent to Vietnam. They said the ships
would anchor off the Vietnamese coast
riear such points as Da Nang, Nha
Trang and Tuy Hoa and take aboard
refugees ferried out to them by small
boats.

Pentagon sources said they expect
that soldiers “in a refugee status”
would be taken on board the ships,

If [ired on, officials said, the U.S,
ships will withdraw.

Falls

Washington had ordered U.S. Navy
boats to Da Nang to help evacuate a
half-million refugees who had fled to
the port city, 330 miles north of Sai.
gon.

The victory left North Vietnamese-
Viet Cong forces in control of the en-
tire northern quarter of South Viet-
nam.

Da Nang's population had doubled
to more than a million in recent days
as refugees swarmed into the zone,
hoping to be evacuated to govern-
ment-controlled areas farther south.

Da Nang, once a stronghold of the
U.S. Marines, had collapsed into disor-
der and rioting as the end neared.

Last Days of Da Nang No Heroic Movie Script

By PAUL VOGLE

DA NANG, South Vietnam (UPI)
— Only the fastest, the strongest and
the meanest got out on what may be
the last refugee plane from Da Nang
Saturday,
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could no longer keep their fingers
welded to the undercarriage.
World Airways President Ed Daley

no way we could have survived the
gunfire and got onto the main runway.
A backup 727 had flown behind us
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just at the end of her fingertips and
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phony Orchestra to move its
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Under the direction of
Louis Lane, the concert is
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More than a thousand people had
been waiting around a quonset but
several hundred vyards away f{rom
where we touched down.
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GRAHAM SAID Konrad Adenauer,
during his last years as chancellor of
West Germany, once called the evan-
gelist into his office.

“He was in his 90s," said Graham,

‘““and [ thought he wanted to ask me
something about the United States.
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