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Told you so, the year is flying by, and it is 
half over. If the last half of 2026 is as busy 
as the first, you might put your seat belts on 
because it will continue to be a wild ride.  

I think the highlights so far is our commit-
ment to ministry, ministry, ministry. We con-
tinued to provide wood for folks to heat 
homes so much so, we got low on wood, but 
as always God provides and the needed 
wood started coming in. Throughout this 
summer and fall we will be cutting and split-
ting so please come out and help and by 
Christmas you all will be buffed up. 

Our food bank saw a large increase in folks 
coming in as a result of higher gas, grocery 
and insurance prices.  We are keeping up 
with demand, but it is challenging and your 
support is vital and appreciated. The food 
bank also submitted a grant request and re-
ceived enough dollars to purchase new 
commercial-grade freezers and refrigerators!  
They were so big “the guys” had to take out 
the double door to get them in with a six-
teenth of an inch to spare ~  thanks guys!!!! 

The rocket club started off with a bang!  You 
might ask the Ministry? Absolutely! We had 
25 kids and adults come together and build 
the rockets. Some that participated were first 
timers in our church. On launch day Moms, 
Dads, Grams, Mema’s, Gramps, Paps, Pa-
paw’s, Aunts and Uncles all came to watch. 

The kids loved being able to be the launch 
controllers and the rocket recovery team 
performed flawlessly.  We did have a “Hou-
ston we have a problem” moment though. 
One of the larger rocket’s parachute opened 
at altitude and caught some wind. We be-
lieve it is now somewhere in Stormstown! 

Our church fund raising arm (VMI or Valley 
Mission Initiative) continues to do their fund 
raising and through your support of these 
fund raisers combined with support from our 
Women United for Christ group to provide 
donations that will send 9 of our kiddos to 
camp.  This is AWESOME!!!!!!  

Another major event coming up on October 
10 is our Family Fall Festival. We’ll have a 
campfire with hot dogs and s’mores, games 
and storytelling. Over the next several 
months, the rocket club will choreograph a 
fireworks show to close out the evening. 
Everyone is welcome, so invite your friends! 

Also, your pastor, the Finance committee 
and Administrative Board listens to your 
needs.  We have approved the contract to 
add more parking spaces, and we don’t 
need a capital funding campaign to pay for 
it!!!! 

Hopefully in five years we will need more 
parking but that’s up to you all to invite folks 
to join us. 
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I leave you with this thought from Luke: No 
one who puts his hand to the plow and looks 
back is fit for the Kingdom of God. 
With that I look forward to plowing ahead in 
this next six months of 2026!!!!  

Blessings for a wonderful summer.  PJ 

Greater Buffalo Run Valley 

United Methodist Church 

 
102 Trinity Court 

Bellefonte, PA 16823 
 

MAKING DISCIPLES OF JESUS 
CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION 

OF THE WORLD  

 
Sunday Worship time is  

9:45 a.m. You’ll find a link to the recorded 
service on our website (greaterbufflorun-

valleyumc.com) or our Facebook page 
(gbrvumc). Children’s Church is available 

for all ages. 
 

 
If you are in need of prayer or would  

like to have a pastoral visit  
please contact  

Pastor Jim Jacobs 
Office Phone: 814 355-2208 
Cell Phone: 814 571-5046 

Email: jjacobs@susumc.org 

 

Church Office Hours 
Lisa Catherman – Secretary/Treasurer 

Monday through Thursday 8AM to 12PM 
Phone 814-355-2208 

 

 

 
The 2026 Annual 
Conference session 
marks the beginning 
of a three-year jour-
ney into a season of 

renewal that calls us not only to deepen what we 
believe, but to more fully live out what we pro-
claim by actively living from the inside out—
tuning into our physical sensations, emotions, 
and intuition rather than solely relying on our in-
tellect. 
The first movement of the newly adopted Vision 
Statement and this year’s theme invites us to 
rise with passion, clarity, and courage. It is a call 
to step forward—together—into a faith that is 
visible, practiced, and transformative. 
Drawing from Jesus’ words in Matthew 22:36–
40, we are inviting our disciples, leaders, and 
congregations to Rise Up and Love Boldly: 

• to grow in deeper love for Christ, 
• and to stretch into wider love for our 

neighbors. 
The 2026 logo visually embodies this invitation. 
Its rising arc and upward movement symbolize 
growth, momentum, and hope. The warm rays 
suggest awakening and possibility, while the 
strong foundation grounds us in the central call 
to love—love God and love our neighbor. 
This is more than a theme. It is a summons to 
spiritual renewal and a renewed sense of mis-
sion in this new era of United Methodism. To-
gether, we will begin to articulate our shared 
how for ministry across the region: how we live, 
how we serve, and how we lead in ways that 
reflect the healing and liberating love of Jesus 
Christ. 
As we rise in deeper love for Christ and reach 
into wider love for neighbor, we move toward 
nothing less than a revolution of love—one ca-
pable of transforming hearts, communities, the 
Church, and the world. 
 
RISE UP. Love Boldly. Transform the World. 

mailto:jjacobs@susumc.org
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July Celebrations & Remembrances 
 

 Birthdays 
1 Rachel Breon 
5 Lois Burd 
7 Lisa Catherman 
7 Terry Emel 
8 Niya Emel 
10 Shawna Stem 
11 Michelle Lohr 
13 Sherry London 
13 Winifred (Fred) Monsell 
16 Barry Ishler 
16 Randy Troska 
17 Claudia Johnstonbaugh 
20 Deb Greene 
21 Nella Grove 
22 Louise Knepper 
24 Natalie Leathers 
24 Peggy Snook 
26 Grayson Grove 
26 Shirley Grove 
30 Connie Shay 
31 Todd Leathers 
  
 Anniversaries 
3 Chad & Melissa Ishler 
9 Tammy & Mark Leathers 
13 Nancy & Dick Poorbaugh 
14 Jayson & Brandy Lose 
16 Jacob & Bridget Stem 
28 Lindsay & Wesley Fouse 
30 Blair & Vicky Free 

 

Remembering With You 

We offer our deepest sympathies and continuing 

prayers for the families and friends of: 

Marjorie (Bowman-Charles) Bailey 

Marian Shaffer 

Lester Shivery 

 
As the United States marks 
its 250th anniversary, 
communities across the 
nation are reflecting on 
their shared heritage aim-
ing to inspire a renewed 

love for American history, encourage citizens to 
experience the beauty of our country, ignite a 
spirit of adventure and innovation to help our na-
tion succeed for the next 250 years, and invite 
Americans to pray for our country and our peo-
ple and rededicate ourselves as One Nation Un-
der God. The following is from Our American Sto-
ry. We hope you enjoy it.   
Eleanor stood on the freshly mowed lawn of the 
state capital in Harrisburg, holding a bright red, 
white, and blue streamer. At 102 years old, she 
had lived through nearly half of the nation’s his-
tory. Around her, the 250th-anniversary celebra-
tion was a sea of noise and color. Eleanor had 
visited the traveling Freedom Trucks. It brought 
history to life, displaying artifacts from the Revo-
lutionary War to the triumphs of the modern era. 
Seeing the vast, complicated tapestry of Ameri-
ca's journey had left her teary-eyed and deeply 
proud. Now, as the brass band struck up "The 
Stars and Stripes Forever," she looked down at 
the hand-written sign she was holding. It read 
simply: Our Story Continues. A young girl, no 
older than eight, broke away from the crowd and 
stood beside Eleanor, eyeing the vintage Ameri-
can flag pinned to Eleanor's sweater. "Did you 
see all the history, miss?" the girl asked, pointing 
toward the exhibits. Eleanor smiled warmly. I 
sure did, sweetheart. And you know what the 
best part is?" "What?" the girl asked and as the 
first explosive booms of the evening firework 
show painted the twilight sky, the two of them 
watched together—young and old, side by side—
as America officially crossed the threshold into 
its next era.  
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Events and Happenings 
Our fund-raising crew continues to keep busy 
with fun activities to raise money for our Mis-
sion Projects. If you have any suggestions for a 
fundraiser, please share with Gloria Lohr or Di-
ana LaRoche. We are always looking for new 
ideas but still have some of our favorites avail-
able.  
Troy’s Hoagie Coupons are an all-time favorite. 
Purchase a $12 coupon and at your conven-
ience, visit Troy’s to enjoy a freshly made sub 
that would normally cost up to $17. This in-
cludes their popular cheese steaks. The sand-
wich easily serves two. Contact Diana 
LaRoche if you are interested in restocking or 
trying one out. 
Gardener’s Famous Peanut-Butter Meltaway 
Candy Bars are still available in the Vestibule. 
$2 will buy you a treat to satisfy your sweet 
tooth.  
The natives know that August means THE 
GREAT GRANGE FAIR. Debbie Houser head-
ed the effort to offer us discounted tickets so 
we could save some money to spend on fan-
tastic food choices. It’s fun to taste-test some-
thing different each day. 
In August we will be offering freshly made tur-
key or ham sandwiches from Honey Baked 
Ham. The sales will be on the second Saturday 
of each month starting in August and running 
through November. Look for more information 
in the near future. 

 
 This is our third year to partici-
pant in the Ironman Race by 
preparing the to-go bags for the 
athletics. This 
was a big year 

for the race as it was the North 
American Championship and 
was sold out with 1800 racers 

registered for the event. It is a 

good fundraiser and a great social time for 
those attending.  
 
We certainly want to thank all of those that 
helped by lending a hand or help us raise 
funds by participating through your purchase of 
ham/turkey sandwiches, Troy’s coupons, 
Gardner’s candy and contributing in any other 
way. The SUPPORT from our congregation, 
families and friends is 
overwhelming and we 
could not do it without 
you! 
 
In the past three months we have been able to 
help many in need.  
 
  We were able to give gift cards to the TSA 
workers at our local airport while they were 
working without pay. They were very grateful 
for the funds and also the kindness we showed 
them. 
  A Veteran has new teeth and enjoys better 
health thanks to a donation to Centre Volun-
teers in Medicine. 
  We were able to help a lady that was strug-
gling with a personal situation by paying her 
rent for a few months. 
  Gas cards for a person traveling to much-
needed medical appointments received a big 
“Thank You!” from the individual. 
  Another way we were able to help a single 
mom was to provide groceries from our Food 
Pantry and gift cards for groceries to help her 
family, which includes a child with food aller-
gies. 
  A lady trying to escape a domestic situation 
was helped with clothing and personal contact 
to let her know she was loved and cared about. 
  We were able to help our church with the ex-
pense of sending nine kiddos to camp by do-
nating the profit from our Grange Fair tickets 
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towards the cost. Women United for Christ also 
donated to this effort. We also helped a child 
by paying a portion of her expenses so she 
could attend Camp Blue Diamond. 

 
 Along with generous dona-
tions from local grocery 
stores, we enjoyed being 
able to purchase supplies 
and food to honor our Vet-

erans at our recent picnic which had over 60 
attendees. We want to thank all those that 
made this a successful event.  
We thank the Giant Food Store (Benner Pike 
location) and the Weis Market (Bellefonte loca-
tion) along with Russ Rang 
representing the County Vet-
erans Affairs Office and Rep. 
Paul Takac along with others 
who provided their time or do-
nations in support for our Vet-
erans Community Picnic. 
 

 
We enjoyed a number of fun events also in the 

past three months. 
 

The Easter Egg hunt was again a HUGH suc-
cess. So many kiddos, so much candy and so 

much fun. 
 

Our Rocket Club was a BLAST! 
It was so thrilling to watch the 
blast off of each hand-made 
rocket. Some went so high into 
the clouds. 
Some went into 

the trees. Some landed on the 
ground. One went somewhere 
that we will probably never 
know where it landed!  
 

We had a fun time at our first annual Chili Cook 
Off. There were so many different varieties of 
chili to sample. Another fun night was our 
Bowzer Thursday with lots of delicious hot 
dogs and toppings. A side of Mac and cheese 
was a great addition.  
 
We continue with our popular men’s’ breakfast 
the last Saturday of each month (note: no 
breakfast in July or August – cooks are on a 
break). It’s always a delight to see what type of 
dishes our great cooks have created.  
 

Chef Curt is wonderful at 
sharing 
his skills 
to help 
us pre-
pare 

some phenomenal baked 
goods at our monthly Bak-
ing Class. June was a fa-
vorite with apple dump-
lings.  
 
Our monthly Women United for Christ meeting 
had a great time making hats and then having 
a fun-filled evening with a Kentucky Derby Par-
ty.  

Everyone 
wore their 
hats to church 
on Mother’s 
Day. 
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If you are crafty and like to talk, our Creative 
Connections get-together continues Tuesday 
mornings from 10-noon. Some days we do 

crafts and 
some days we 
help with pro-
jects for up-
coming events 
such as VBS. 
It’s always a 
fun time and 
you can learn a 
new craft!. 

 
Our Firewood for Good program received an 
award and recognition for helping those with 
heating needs.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

If you are interested in being in-
volved with any of the activities and 
events that are offered, please do 
not hesitate to reach out. Pastor 
Jim or Lisa Catherman can help 
you or direct you to the person who 
can. We are always happy to hear 
new ideas and have others join us.  
  

 
 

“Time is your most pre-
cious gift because you 
only have a set amount 
of it. You can make more 
money, but you can't 
make more time. When 
you give someone your 

time, you are giving them a portion of 
your life that you'll never get back. Your 
time is your life. That is why the greatest 
gift you can give someone is your time. 
It is not enough to just say relationships 
are important; we must prove it by in-
vesting time in them. Words alone are 
worthless. "My children, our love should 
not be just words and talk; it must be 
true love, which shows itself in action." 
Relationships take time and effort, and 
the best way to spell love is "T-I-M-E.” 
― Rick Warren, The Purpose Driven 
Life: What on Earth Am I Here for? 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2265235
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2265235


Mark your calendar 
to avoid missing 
out on these 
exciting upcoming 
events. You can 
check out our 
website at greaterbuffalorunvalleyumc.com or 
our Facebook page for more information as it 
becomes available. Everyone is welcome! 
 

Curt’s Baking Corner 
The next GBRV UMC baking class is July15 at 
6:30 PM in the Church kitchen. We will make soft 
pretzels.  Please register on-line at 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B44A4A92
8A4F58-64570431- pretzels or contact me at 
curtisknepper@gmail.com.  Space is limited and 
the classes fill up fast. The cost is $10 per person.  
If you are interested in receiving baking class 
descriptions, please email me and I will add you to 
the distribution list. Last month's class was apple 
dumplings, and everybody enjoyed it.  A couple of 
people have asked if I would repeat the class.  If 
you are interested, please let me know. 

 
Greater Buffalo Run Valley 
United Methodist Church is 
inviting you to join us for an 
exciting time of Vacation 
Bible School for ages 3 
through 12 Monday, July 20 
through Thursday, July 23 
from 6 to 8 PM daily.  
At Rainforest Falls, kids 

explore the nature of God! Rainforest Falls is filled 
with awesome Bible-learning experiences kids see, 
hear, and touch! Team-building games, 
unforgettable Bible songs, and tasty treats are just 
a few of the standout activities that help faith flow 
into real life. (Since everything is hands-on, kids 
might get a little messy. Be sure to send them in 
play clothes and sturdy shoes.) Plus, we’ll help 
kids discover how to see evidence of God in 
everyday life—something we call God Sightings®. 
Your kids will also participate in a hands-on 
mission project, through a program called 
Operation Kid-to-Kid™, that will provide nourishing 
fruit trees to families in Central America.  
 
Please email gbrvumcsecretary@gmail.com 
with your advance registration and invite your 
friends and neighbors too! There’s room for 
everyone at Rainforest Falls! 
 

Women United for Christ Upcoming Events! 
 

We look forward to celebrating our unity as women 
of Christ with food and fellowship at the group’s 
annual picnic event! Bring a covered dish and join 
us at the Veterans Community Park (formerly the 
Benner Township Park) on Monday, July 27th at 
6PM. If the weather doesn’t cooperate, we will 
move to the church.  
 
We won’t meet in August but will get together for a 
s’more’s night around the campfire in September. 
We will also be at the Bald Eagle Area High School 
Craft Show on Saturday, November 21st with our 
delicious assortment of items baked with love from 
the caring hands of our fine bakers. These events 
are open to all women. More information coming 
later. 
 

Family Fall 

Festival! 
When: Saturday, October 

10th from 4:00 till dark  

Where: Church Annex  

Located at 112 Trinity 

Court, Bellefonte 

What To Bring: Your family - chairs - blankets 

Activities: Campfire – Games - Glow Sticks      

Scary Story and Fireworks! 

Food: Hot dogs, s’mores, cider, donuts and 

snacks. 

Some Interesting Information  

Thanks to Melissa Ishler for doing this research 
and finding out just how old we are!! 

A question was raised at a recent VMI fundraising 
meeting about how many years all 3 individual 
churches had been in existence. I received some 
historical literature from Valley View, Buffalo Run, 
and Fillmore churches. From that information when 
you add up the sum of the years that each of those 
churches had people beginning to meet together 
up until 2026, it equals exactly 400 years. I started 
the counting based on the year that people started 
meeting together, (even if they were meeting in 
someone’s house) because the church is the 
people not necessarily the church building. 
Understandably the people would meet together at 
people’s houses before they were able to build a 
church building.  

mailto:gbrvumcsecretary@gmail.com


August Celebrations & Congratulations!  

      
            Birthdays 

1 Tiffany Hogue 
3 Gavin Clark 
3 Shirley Stem 
5 Nathan Snyder 
 7  James Ed Grubb 
 7    Kyle Poorbaugh  
10  Charlotte Emel 
10  Vernon Monsell 
11  Doris Grove 
11  Larry Lohr Jr. 
11  Scott Spearly 
12   Kacie Workman 
16   Randy Troska 
17  Jeff Shawver 
20   Vicky Free 
20  Nancy Burris 
21  Norman Houser 
21  Jacob Stem 
24  Kaden Clark 
27  Kennedy Robinson 
27 Donovan Homan 

         
        Anniversaries 
     10   Michael & Sara Tumlin 
     12   Andy & Jenn Houser 
     13   Patrick & Dina Ishler 
     26   Barry & Bonnie Ishler 
 

Are You Rooted? 
“The righteous man will flour-
ish like the palm tree; he will 
grow like a cedar in Leba-
non.  Planted in the house of 
the Lord, they will flourish in 
the courts of our God. 

 Ps. 92:12-13 
 
Isn’t this wonderful news! You are rooted in God!  
You were created to flourish just as all of creation 
does. God made you to flourish and to inexhausti-
bly thrive. He did not make you to die on the vine of 
life.  He spiritually designed you for emotional and 
spiritual abundance in every season of your life. “In 
God’s Garden of Grace even a broken tree can 
bear fruit.” – Rick Warren 
Many Christians are more connected to the pain of 
their past than they are to the reality of His pres-
ence on a daily basis. It really does matter to  
you emotionally whether you read your Bible every 
day.  It really does matter to you emotionally 
whether you worship in spite of your  

 
disappointment.  It really does matter to you emo-
tionally if you pray for those who have been unkind 
to you.  It really does matter. 
 
“Your mind is a garden … your thoughts are the 
seeds … you can grow flowers or you can grow 
weeds.” 
 
You will begin to grow by leaps and bounds both 
spiritually and emotionally because you are receiv-
ing life from God. The fruits of the Spirit will miracu-
lously make you into someone who has the temper-
ament and personality of God.  
 
When you choose to be in vital connection with Je-
sus on a daily basis, the life that you will receive will 
grow you into the person that God had in mind the 
day that He created you.  

Adapted from Carol McLeod Ministries 

 
 

 
We celebrate with those who completed the school 
year along with those who graduated and pray for a 
safe summer for all.  We ask that God will provide 
direction to those seeking to move on to further 
studies or step into the workforce. Our prayers go 
with each one.  
 

 Anna Shay, granddaughter of Fred and Con-
nie Shay, graduated in May from Virginia Tech with 
a BS in Biological Sciences. 
 

 Dan Traxler, grandson of Kim Traxler, gradu-
ated on June 5 from Red Land High School. He will 
be heading to the University of Miami this fall to 
study Business Administration and AI for Business.  
 

Tanner Shumaker, grandson of Gale Bow-
man, recently graduated from Warwick High School 
in Lititz, PA.  He is an excellent student and re-
ceived a scholarship award and will be attending 
Penn State University in State College this fall.  He 
plans to major in Cyber Security.  He has also been 
invited to try out for the Penn State Blue 
Band.  Tanner plays the mellophone. 



September Celebrations 

 

Birthdays 
  1   Curt Knepper 
  2   Sofia Catral 
  3   Quinten Misher 
  3   Izabel Stem 
  4   Phil Fenstermacker 
  7   Gloria Lohr 
  7   Tyler Lohr 
  8   Millie Harper 
10   Dwayne Dunkle 
11   Misty Hicks 
14   Bonnie Ishler 
18   Todd Emel Jr. 
18   Tara Johnstonbaugh 
19   Brenda Johnstonbaugh 
19   Terry Stem 
22   Avery Stem 
23   Judy Pfleegor 
30   Jason Jarvis 

 
Anniversaries 

8 Darren & Heather Little 
   16   Jerry & Stephanie Gill 
   16   Jon & Meredith Houser 

19  Todd & Charlotte Emel 
20  Joe & Kristin Price 
23   Ken Robinson & Susan Houser                     
       Robinson 
23  David & Chastity Houser 
24 Darrell & Deena Hubert 

 

Laboring in Love with Purpose 
This Labor Day my encouragement is to pause to 
reflect, commemorate, and celebrate the signifi-
cance of our labor within the framework of our 
faith in Jesus Christ. Labor Day serves as more 
than just a mere break from our regular routines; 
if we are willing, we can use this day as an oppor-
tunity to dive deeper into the spiritual relationship 
with God, to reflect on the work he is doing 
through us, in us and for us, and recognize the in-
herent value and purpose it holds in our lives.  
Let us dedicate Labor Day to reflection and ap-
preciation, acknowledging the blessings and chal-
lenges that accompany our labor while seeking 
inspiration from the example set by our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Let us take this “holiday” to 
reflect on the significance of our labor in the light 
of God's word. 

In Luke 10:2 Jesus said, "The harvest is plentiful, 
but the laborers are few. Therefore, pray ear-
nestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out labor-
ers into his harvest." These words remind us that 
there is much work to be done in the Kingdom of 
God. Our labor extends beyond our workplaces 
and into the fields of souls, where God desires to 
bring about a bountiful harvest. 
In considering our labor, we often associate it 
with our jobs or careers. While our vocational 
work is important and worthy of honor, let us re-
member that our true calling is to be “Kingdom 
workers” for Christ. Paul reminds in  
Colossians 3:23-24 "Whatever you do, work at it 
with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for 
human masters, since you know that you will re-
ceive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It 
is the Lord Christ you are serving."  
In this passage Paul writes reminds us that our 
labor, whether in the workplace, at home, or in 
the community, is an opportunity to serve the 
Lord. It is not merely about pleasing our employ-
ers or achieving personal success. Instead, we 
are called to work heartily, with dedication, know-
ing that we are ultimately serving our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Our work becomes an act of worship, an 
opportunity to display the love of Christ, and a 
gateway for sharing the good news of salvation 
with those around us. 
So let us remember our work has eternal signifi-
cance. Every task, no matter how mundane it 
may seem, can be transformed into an act of ser-
vice to God.  
Imagine the impact we can have when we seize 
the moments that arise naturally in conversations, 
inviting others to experience the transforming 
power of Christ's love. Let us view Labor Day not 
only as a holiday but as a divine appointment to 
share the life-giving message of the Gospel with 
those who may be searching for hope and pur-
pose in their own lives.  
Remember, you are not laboring in vain, for your 
work is valued and rewarded by our gracious and 
loving God. 

Gene Carlsward 



 



Find all the hidden words in the scripture below in the letters on the page.   
Can’t find them all? Check the bulletin board in your classroom for the answers. 
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Greater Buffalo Run Valley United Methodist Church 
 

Worshipping to serve and praise the Lord at 9:45am, in-person in the church building. The weekly service 
is posted on YouTube at gbrvumc, after the church service. 

July 2026 
Acolyte Children  
Ushers Chad & Melissa Ishler 
Altar Flowers: Chad and Melissa Ishler “In celebration of America’s 250th birthday and in honor 

of their anniversary & family”. 

 5  12 19  26 

Liturgist Gloria Lohr Glenda Houser Emily Repka Deb Houser 

CC Teachers 
preschool & under 

TBD 
TBD 

Pastor Jim 
No C Church 

TBD 
TBD. 

No C Church 

CC Teachers 
Grade K-4 

TBD 
TBD 

Pastor Jim 
No C Church 

TBD 
TBD 

No C Church 

CC Teachers 
Grade 5 and up 

TBD 
TBD 

Pastor Jim 
N C Church 

TBD 
TBD 

No C Church 

Greeters Pete & Connie 
Peters 

Pete & Connie 
Peters 

Linda Bathgate 
Lorrie DiGuardi 

Linda Bathgate 
Lorrie DiGuardi 

 

August 2026 
Acolyte Children  
Ushers Glenda Houser & Lisa Deibler  
Altar Flowers: Gale Bowman & Donna Mitchell in Memory of Family. 

 2 9 16 23 30 

Liturgist Gloria Lohr Glenda Houser Emily Repka Deb Houser Linda Bathgate 

CC Teachers 
preschool & under 

No C Church Pastor Jim 
No C Church 

No C Church No C Church No C Church 

CC Teachers  
Grade K-4 

No C Church Pastor Jim 
No C Church 

No C Church No C Church No C Church 

CC Teachers 
Grade 5 and up 

No C Church Pastor Jim 
No C Church 

No C Church No C Church No C Church 

Greeters Gale Bowman 
Donna Mitchell 

Gale Bowman 
Donna Mitchell 

Gale Bowman 
Donna Mitchell 

Curt & Louise 
Knepper 

Curt & Louise 
Knepper 

 

September 2026 
Acolyte Children 
Ushers Chris & Tiffany Hogue 
Altar Flowers: Joe & Dianne Matis in memory of Jean Walizer and family 

 6 13 20 27 

Liturgist Gloria Lohr Glenda Houser Emily Repka Deb Houser 

CC Teachers  
preschool & under 

TBD 
TBD 
 

Pastor Jim 
No C Church 

TBD 
TBD 

TBD 
TBD 

CC Teachers  
Grade K-4 

TBD 
TBD 

Pastor Jim 
No C Church 

TBD 
TBD 

TBD 
TBD 

CC Teachers 
Grade 5 and up 

TBD 
TBD 

Pastor Jim 
No C Church 

TBD 
TBD 

TBD 
TBD 
 

Greeters Mark & Tammy 
Leathers 

Mark & Tammy 
Leathers 

Karen Bilger 
Connie Shay 

Karen Bilger 
Connie Shay 

 



 

 
So those who need it 

are encouraged.  
    

 
Nancy Armagast 

450 Armagast Road 
 Bellefonte, PA 16823 

 
Kate Blair 

3276 Buffalo Run Road 
Bellefonte, PA 16823 

 
Lois Burd 

1040 Buffalo Run Road 
Bellefonte, PA 16823 

 
Dwayne Dunkle 
c/o Centre Care 
250 Persia Road 

Bellefonte, PA 16823 
 

Doris Grove 
P O Box 362 

State College, PA 16804 
 

Pearl Hampton 
1547 Seibert Road, 

Bellefonte, PA 16823 
 

Millie Harper 
301 Rolling Ridge Dr., Apt, 321 

State College, PA 16801 
 

Dennis Johnstonbaugh 
1395 Buffalo Run Rd, 
Bellefonte, PA 16823  

 
Jane Rishel 

1434 Buffalo Run Road, 
Bellefonte, PA 16823 

 
Shirley Stem 

209 Hummingbird Lane 
Bellefonte, PA 16823 

 
Terry Tierney 

1405 Buffalo Run Road 
Bellefonte, PA 16823 

 
Beverly Tressler 

234 Ash Street 
Bellefonte, PA 16823 

 
Pastor Duane & Terry Bardo & Family 

643 Wolfe House Hollow Road, 
Benton, PA 17814 

 
Revs. Robert & Sharon Ludrowsky 

Sharon resides at 1161 Furnace Street 
Julian, PA 16844 

Pastor Bob is currently at the  
Presbyterian Village 

220 Newry St., Room 107A 
Hollidaysburg, PA 16648 

Cell # 814-400-1361 
 

 

Those Serving  our Country 
 

PFC. Gavin CLARK 

Col. Michael Tumlin 

We remember all those serving in 
the military and our Veterans along 

with their families.  



Greater Buffalo Run Valley UMC 

102 Trinity Court 

Bellefonte, PA 16823 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to Grove Printing for printing this publication! 

 

 

 

 
 

Greater Buffalo Run Valley United Methodist Church is inviting you to join us for 

an exciting time of Vacation Bible School for ages 3 through 12 from Monday, July 

20 through Thursday, July 23 from 6 to 8 PM daily.  

 

At Rainforest Falls, kids explore the nature of God! Rainforest Falls is filled with 

awesome Bible-learning experiences kids see, hear, and touch! Team-building 

games, unforgettable Bible songs, and tasty treats are just a few of the standout activities that help 

faith flow into real life. (Since everything is hands-on, kids might get a little messy. Be sure to send 

them in play clothes and sturdy shoes.) Plus, we’ll help kids discover how to see evidence of God in 

everyday life—something we call God Sightings®. Your kids will also participate in a hands-on mission 

project, through a program called Operation Kid-to-Kid™, that will provide nourishing fruit trees to 

families in Central America. 

 

Please email gbrvumcsecretary@gmail.com with your advance registration and invite your friends 

and neighbors too! There’s room for everyone at Rainforest Falls! 

mailto:gbrvumcsecretary@gmail.com
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