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‘ N [ ith his flat stick working

more like a magic wand
than a putter, Paul Nieratko
defeated Jerry Gunthorpe in this
year’s All City Match Play on the
17th Hole of Groesbeck. He started
with a 30 foot putt for birdie on the
1st hole and never looked back.
Paul made the turn at 3 up and
held off Jerry witha 2 and 1
victory. By the end of the match
Jerry was one under par, but Paul
was five under par.

Other notable matches - in
the semifinals, Paul defeated Vic
Vanderboss who had defeated Dick
Walkulsky in the quarter finals. To
get to the finals, Jerry defeated
Dave Reynolds who had won over
Tony Keim in the quarter finals.
Other quarterfinalists were Duffy
House and Jamie VanRavensway.

In the Spring Best Ball
Jerry Gunthorpe teamed up with
Bob Fossum to win the tournament
going away. This was the first time
the two played together in
competition, but they played like a
veteran team. The pair shot a two
day total of 128 or 16 under par.
Their closest competitors and
defending champions, Jack Weyers
and Jeff Olsen, were four shots
back at 132, a score that would
have won the tournament the year
before. But with Fossum holing

two eagles from the fairway on the
7th and the 18th holes, there was
no stopping them. Carter Briggs
and Renny Uppal finished third in
the tournament with a 36 hole
score of 133. Tom Jamieson and
Kevin Miller, winners of Oak
Lane’s Spring Best Ball, shared
fourth place at 134 with Jason
Hartman and Mark Seyka.

Oaklane’s Best Ball,
which coincided with Portland’s
Best Ball saw Bob Aughmagher
and Jim Donahue taking second
behind Jamieson and Miller with a
138 total. The team of Hanes and
Peters finished third all alone with
a 139.

Portland’s Best Ball
Tournament was won by Ryan and
Craig Simon with a two total of
131. Dave Greeley and Brian
Kennedy finished three stokes back
at 134 and Bill and Warren
Hengesbach took third by
themselves with a score of 134.

" Carl Bond won the
inaugural GLAGA medal play
tournament at Centennial Acres in
May with a score of 154. Dave
Sechase, Jim Westwood and Ryan
Simon tied for second in the
Championship flight with a 156
total and Randy Trierweiler took
fifth place all alone with a 158 two
day score.

The first flight winner
was Royce Wolverton, who shot
167. Mike Winter took second with
a 169 and Pat McCaffrey and
Royce Dorer tied for third place

with a 172 score. A total of 45
players signed up for the spring
event.

With the outstanding help
of John Nagel, the pro at
Centennial Acres, the course
proved to be a challenging
introduction to the 1995 golf
tournament season. -

Oaklane renewed its two
day flighted medal play
tournament in June. Tony
DeKroub won the Championship
Flight with a two day score of 135.
Brian Kennedy placed second with
138, Tony Keim and Bob Davis
took third with 139 and Carl Bond
finished fifth all alone with a 141
total. Jerry Blake was sixth with a
142 and Mike Mason and John
Avery tied for seventh with a 144
score. Eric Morfe and Bill Kost
shared ninth place at 145.

The first flight was won
by Tom Murtaugh with a 145 total.
Marcel Holloway, Matt Pryer and
Brit Schultz tied for second with a
149 while Scott Savage and Earl
Anderson shared fifth place with a
150 total. Doug Kahl placed sixth
with a 151 and Dick Diana, Bryan
Stewart, Paul Oi and Steve Hanes
rounded out the top ten with a 152
total.

Fall Medal Play

n September 23 and 24,

GLAGA will hold its third
two day meal play torunament for
members. The host course for this
event will be Brookshire Golf
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Course. With an additional 9 holes
designed by the renowned
Matthew’s family, Brookshire
offers golfers both a target and a
links venue to test their skills. The
entry fee is $60. As with the
Spring and Summer tournamnets,
the field is open to the first 75
GLAGA members who sign up.

Teaching Turtles
to Fly

R arely does a golf book with
such compelling wisdom
and insight into the mystery of this

game we all love to hate come
along. The genre originated at the
turn of the century supposedly
when the golfing professional
community learned that there was
money to be made in eagles
teaching turtles to fly. Little did
these stalwart strikers of the
straight and long ball realize that
someday there would come, like a
descending God from the machine,
a Golf Channel on Cable - but I get
ahead of myself.

Today’s tale is about that
little tome of wisdom called Leslie
Nielsen’s Stupid Little Golf Book.

" Leslie may be better known for his
Naked Gun escapades with
Michael Jackson’s Mother-in-law
and O. J. Simpson . But to me
Leslie will always be the guru of
hack, the Moses of mishiters, the
sultan of shank.

. Here’s just a sample of
what you can find for only $17.50,
(apparently there is-now money in
turtles thumbing their noses at the
eagles).

Leslie on the Rules of Golf: Casual
Timber - There’s an old saying
that trees are ninety percent air,
but every time I've tried to hit
through them, it has seemed to me
that if those proportions are
indeed correct, there’s been some

misunderstanding all these years,
and what we 've been breathing is
actually called “wood”.

But what golfers often
Jforget is that trees like many other
things, really and truly are ninety
percent water.

Now as far as I'm
concerned, quibbling over that last
ten percent is just hairsplitting. It
may look like a sold oak, but if
ninety percent of that thing
standing between you and the
green is water, it’s water, period,
or, to be more exact, it’s a
“temporary accumulation of water
visible fo the player when he takes
his stance” which, of course, is the
definition in the Rules of Casual
Water.

Obviously it’s temporary,
because no tree lives forever, and
it certainly is visible when you take
your stance, so you're allowed a
free drop. Two club lengths away
is the distance you get in the
casual water rule, but considering
the extreme nature of the
obstruction, and the difficulty in
determining precisely where it
begins and ends, what with all the
roots and branches, I really think
one tree-length away is fairer.

Who can argue with such pure
reason? But Leslie isn’t merely a
master adjudicator. He has a
foolproof way of knocking at least
six stokes off your score and
reducing your handicap - “Skip the
last hole.” This advice is right up
there with his sure fired way of
adding fifty to one hundred yards
to your drive - “Tee off from the
ladies tee.” As Leslie says, “It’s
much better to be Big Bertha than
to swing one.”

As someone who looks for
the spiritual dimension in things, I
treasure Leslie’s contribution to the
spirituality of golf. Sooner or later,
any golf writer worth his salf ends
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up waxing poetic about the
mystical qualities of the game and
its strange hold on those who play
it.

What golfer’s heart
doesn’t beat a little faster as he
remembers the time when, on a
mere whim, he stopped at a golf
shop along the highway in an
unfamiliar city and found a 31,200
set of clubs he had long coveted in
the pro shop of his home course on
sale for 3699.

Who hasn’t gone to the
first tee with a little extra spring in
his step, even at six-thirty in the
morning, thrilled by the knowledge
that the guy who edged him out of
a parking space right by the bag
drop has left his lights on?

And who can forget the
sweet feeling of elation that comes
over you as you discover that a
member of the super-slow
Sfoursome in front of you that won’t
let you play through has left his
sand wedge on the edge of the
green, just a few short yards from

the largest water hazard on the
course?

Yes there is a spiritual
side to the game of golf.

But perhaps what
separates Leslie from all of these
wannabes who have written the
“How to “ book on golf is his
penetrating insight into golf
technique. Be sure to check out
Leslie’s treatise (too long to print
here) on the eight bad shots of golf
and how to make them work for
you. These include the sliced drive,
the skied drive, the topped fairway
wood, the shanked iron, the
sclaffed medium iron, the bladed
wedge, the chippitch or pitchip and
the stubbed putt.

My favorite - the
Chippitch or Pitchip which Leslie
describes: Stand away from the
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ball, shift your weight to your right
Joot, lock your knees, tighten your
elbows, and make a jerky, loose-
wristed swing that keeps your
hands behind the ball. Swing
thought: “Smother the Bug”.
Purpose of the Shot: To take the
guesswork out of whether fo chip
or pitch the ball by always making
an indecisive, poorly timed
“halfway” shot. The ball never
goes straight up and lands short,
and even if hit thin, it has too little
power to sail over the green.

Ah, I know that shot. It
has drained my wallet on more
occasions than I want to count.

So if you are a ready
student, the teacher has finally
come.

Park Board Votes
to Sell Waverly

he future of the Waverly

Golf Course is very much
up in the air. By a vote of 6 to 2,
the Lansing Park and Recreation
Board decided to recommend to the
City Council and Mayor that the
course should be sold for
development and a new golf course
built somewhere else. But
according to published accounts in
the Lansing State Journal, there
are not enough votes on the City
Council to turn Waverly over to
developers. And no one has taken a
pulse of the voters in Lansing who
ultimately must decide the golf
course’s fate.

The issue of developing
Waverly into a shopping center
and replacing it with another nine
hole course drew close public
scrutiny when the Park and
Recreation Department solicited
development proposals through a
Request for Qualifications Process.
This process resulted in the
selection of two proposals by a

committee of city administrators.
The first step in the public’s review
of these proposals involved a
meeting of the Park and Recreation
Board where representatives of
both proposals were invited to
make detailed presentations of
their plans.

One proposal came from
Strategic Property Services, (SPS)
with the local endorsement and
involvement of Lansing area auto
dealer, Ralph Shaheen. The SPS
proposal included an Auto Mall
along with a Power Center, the
new concept in retail development.
A Power Center provides space for
a major retailer like Wal-Mart or
Builders Square surrounded by
smaller retail operations. Under
this proposal, the park adjacent to
Waverly Golf Course running
along Michigan Ave. would be
converted into a 9 hole lighted
pitch and putt course.

During the presentation of
their Power Center proposal,
Southfield Developer Vincent
Pangle said he would work with
the City to develop a metro park in
the county where an 18 hole
championship golf course could be
built at a cost of $2 million. A
detailed plan including course
design for this metro park was not
part of the proposal submitted by
the SPS group, however.

Lansing based developers,
American Realty Corporation,
presented the Board with a
proposal that would involve the
development of a nine hole golf
facility on Waverly Road just north
(g' Jolly Road. Located near the
Fine and Theo Fulton parks in
Lansing, the Francis Fine Golf and
Teaching Facility is a Matthews
and Associates design which
includes nine holes with multiple
tees, a three hole practice course
for juniors and a driving range - all
adjacent to the Grand River. In
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addition, ARC would develop a
10,000 square foot Clubhouse and
Senior Citizen Community Center,
winter skating ponds and cross
country ski trails, and summer
jogging trails and picnic areas.

From a golf perspective,
the design is intriguing. It would
be an asset to the golf community
if such a course were added to the
area’s current number of golf
facilities; but at this juncture there
are no plans to build it unless
Waverly is sold for development.

The proponents of this
second proposal have vigorously
lobbied for their plan. They have
offered to pick up the cost of
renovating Groesbeck as well as
pay the city golf fund $750,000 for
the time that Groesbeck is closed
down. They have taken Park and
Recreation members on a tour of
the site they are proposing to build
their new course on. They have
met with representatives of the
CAWGA and GLAGA Boards to
review their proposal in detail.
And they have hired impressive
talent to help them lobby the _
Council and the Mayor as well as
publicize their plan to the general
public.

GLAGA Neutral

‘on Waverly Sale

efore the first Park and

Recreation Board meeting
in May, the GLAGA Board had
elected to remain neutral on the
issue of selling Waverly for
development. Instead, the Board
has chosen to frame the issue of
Waverly’s future in terms of what
is good for Lansing area golfers.

First and foremost the
Board wants to see more golf
opportunities in the area. If
anything is to be done with
Lansing golf facilities, GLAGA
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would like to see the addition of
nine holes for public golf. If
Waverly is sold, the City should
replace this facility with no less
than 18 holes and not merely a
replacement 9. If Waverly is not
sold, the Board recommends that it
be upgraded and expanded to 18
holes.

The Board is critically
concerned about the impact of
closing down two public golf
courses at the same time. Next year
Groesbeck will undergo substantial
renovation. The City hasn’t
decided yet whether all 18 holes of
Groesbeck will be shut down
during this process or just 9 holes
at a time.

If Waverly is sold,
development would begin next
year. The replacement course for
Waverly would come on line at the
earliest in 1997. In his
presentation to the Park and Rec.
Board, American Realty’s
- spokesperson Richard Walker said
that he felt this minor
inconvenience to the golfers in the
area would be tolerable given the
new course they would receive in
return. Perhaps from his point of
view shutting down 27 out of 36 -
municipal golf holes (Sycamore’s
play has fallen to almost nothing)
for perhaps as long as two years is
a minor inconvenience to Lansing
area golfers. From the GLAGA
Board’s point of view, this would
be a disaster.

The Board is equally
concerned about the impact of
selling Waverly and opening a new
golf course on the cost of
municipal golf in the Lansing
Area. Lansing already has the
highest green fees for public golf
facilities of any comparable city in
the state. No fees have yet to be set
for either Groesbeck or the new
course after it opens. However,
even with the revenue from a sale

of Waverly picking up the cost of
Groesbeck’s reconstruction, green
fees at Groesbeck will go up, or so
Don Ballard reported to the
Lansing Park and Recreation
Board in June.

The GLAGA Board is
concerned that the golf community
served by Waverly may be left by
the wayside in the aftermath of
development. There needs to be an
accessible, affordable and playable
course for the seniors, beginners
and juniors who call Waverly their
home course. No survey of
Waverly golfers appears to have
been done to determine if a
Matthews and Associates river
front course located on the South
side of the city will meet the niche
that Waverly now serves? Before a
final decision is made about the
sale of Waverly and its
replacement, the Board wants the
decision makers to keep in mind
that Waverly does serve a segment
of the golf community which
cannot be left behind or left out of
the final plan.

Editorial Comment

The following opinion is that of the author
and does not represent GLAGA s position or
the opinion of any other member of GLAGA.

Golf in Lansing is
changing. Groesbeck will return
with more than just a face lift. The
devilish number 10 hole will be
gone and in its place will be a
driving range. Number 9 will
contain water hazards to capture
an errant drive, (as if this hole isn’t
difficult enough.)

I am looking forward to
playing the new course. ’'m
especially grateful that I'll be able
to warm up my tired old back with
a bucket of balls before I tee off. I
really won’t miss hitting my
second shot over the 10th green
and into oblivion.
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Waverly is under the
microscope. As a golf course, it
could stand improvement. The
effort to upgrade it and convert it
into 18 holes died for lack of a
second a few years back, even
though the City spent a fair
amount of change developing
plans for its redesign. Perhaps in
recognition of this inertia, the Park
and Recreation staff turned to
developers to come up with a plan
for improving public golf in the
community.

Clearly the idea of selling
Waverly and replacing it with a
more up to date and playable
facility has stirred public passions
like few other recreation issues
have. I personally want to see
Waverly upgraded to an 18 hole
facility, but my position is not
universally shared on the GLAGA
Board or in the golf community.

The risk we all face in this
debate - residents of affected
neighborhoods, golfers, developers
and retailers with a stake in the
future of commercial retail space in
the Greater Lansing area - is that
this passion over “our park’ will
give way to inertia once again..

Failure to act now will not
put the issue to rest. We all deserve
a decision, even if it isn’t one with
which we agree.

Golfers deserve to know
what the future of public golf is for
the Greater Lansing area. Retailers
in Delta and Lansing Townships
deserve to know what the future of
their investment in customer traffic
will likely return. Residents of
Lansing’s Westside neighborhoods
deserve to know if their green
space will be replaced with the
factory giving way to the shopping
center all the way from the
Cadillac plant on West Saginaw to
Grand Ledge to see if they want to
remain living and raising a family
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in the heavily industrialized area.
Even the birds and wildlife who
live in Waverly’s wetlands deserve
a decision on whether they will
have to share their protected ponds
with asphalt parking lots instead of
grass.

Stu White

The Cost of Play
on Our Public
Courses

n a presentation before the

Lansing Park and Recreation -

Board on June 21, Lansing Golf
Manager Don Ballard presented
three scenarios for the future cost
of golf on our public facilities. In
scenario 1, Waverly golf course is
retained, kept at nine holes but
upgraded at a cost of $1.2 million
and Groesbeck is remodeled at a
cost of $2.5 million. In scenario 2,
Waverly is retained and made into
a 6,000 yard 18 hole course at an
estimated cost of $2.2 million
which includes a clubhouse and
Groesbeck is remodeled as well at
a cost of $2.5 million. In scenario
3, Waverly is either sold or leased,
existing facilities are improved
including Groesbeck’s $2.5 million
renovation and a new 9 hole
replacement course is built.
Depending upon which scenario
comes to pass, green fees on
Lansing’s public golf courses could
increase from 9% to 82% after the
renovations are complete.

Under scenario 1, 9 holes
at Groesbeck would rise from
$8.50 to $14 while 18 holes would
go from $16 to $23, (a 44%
increase). The senior and junior
rate would increase from $6.50 to
$10 for 9 holes and from $12 to
$18 for 18 holes. The twilite rate
would rise 43% from $7 to $10.

Waverly would see similar
increases under scenario 1. Nine
hole play would cost $11 compared
to the current fee of $7 for general
players. Seniors and juniors would
pay $3 more for 9 holes and the
twilite rate would go from $5.50 to
$9.

The increases at Waverly
would be even higher under
scenario 2. A 9 hole green fee on
an 18 hole Waverly facility would
cost $13 and 18 holes would cost
$23 for general play. Seniors and
juniors would pay $9 for 9 and $17
for 18 while twilite play would
increase 82% to $10.

The cost of play on
Groesbeck under scenario 2 would
be the same as under scenario 1 -
roughly a 44% increase in fees for
general play and a 50% increase
for discounted players.

While Park and
Recreation officials had told one
GLAGA Board member that green
fees would probably not increase if
Waverly were sold, under scenario
three the cost of play at Groesbeck
would increase. For 9 hole play the
cost would rise from $8.50 to $10
for general play, from $6.50 to $8
for seniors and juniors, (a 23%
increase) and from $7 to $9 for
twilite play, (a 28% increase). For
18 hole play, the cost would be $18
for regular players, a 9% increase.
Only 18 hole play for juniors and
seniors would remain at the current
rate of $12.

No fees for a replacement
course for Waverly have been
made public.

. A review of the green
fees at public facilities in Flint,
Grand Rapids, Battle Creek,
Jackson and Kalamazoo shows
that Groesbeck’s $16.50 green fee
for 18 holes is the highest already
for municipal golfers. Mott Park in
Flint charges $14 and Pierce Park
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charges $10. Binder Park in Battle
Creek costs $13 on the weekend
and $12 weekdays for 18 holes,
while Milham Park in Kalamazoo
is $15 for 18 on both weekdays and
weekends. Indian Trails in the
Grand Rapids area charges $12.50
for 18 holes and Ella Sharp Park in
Jackson has an $11 green fee for
weekday play and a $12 fee for
weekend 18 hole play. Jackson
County residents can play 18 holes
on Cascades Golf Course for $14.
Cascades has consistently been
ranked by golf publications as one
of the top 100 Public Golf Courses
in the country.

Lansing doesn’t compare
favorably with other communities.
when it comes to discounting the
cost of golf either. Seniors and
juniors in Flint pay between $4 and
$5.50 for 9 holes. Seniors and
juniors at Binder Park can play 9
for $5 before 2. Ella Sharp allows
juniors and seniors to play 9 holes
for $3 and 18 for $6. Indian Trails
charges $5.50 for 9 and $9 for 18
for juniors and seniors before 3
while Milham Park has a $7
senior/junior fee for nine holes
played before 3 on weekdays.
Groesbeck charges seniors and
juniors $6.50 before 2 and Waverly
and Red Cedar cost $5 for 9 before
2 pm.

In Lansing, Seniors can
purchase an annual pass for $425
(residents) or $525 (nonresidents)
which allows unlimited play before
2 pm on weekdays and after 4 pm
on Saturday, Sunday and Holidays.
The annual pass is good on all
courses for persons 60 and older. A
less costly annual pass is available
for play on Waverly and Red Cedar
only. Like Jackson and Grand
Rapids, Lansing does not sell
memberships or passes to juniors
or residents. However, Flint’s
municipal courses have
memberships, resident passes, a
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junior pass for sale along with a
senior pass. Kalamazoo provides
for a junior pass and a general
player pass along with its senior
pass. Junior passes in Flint are
$125, in Kalamazoo they are $200
for residents and $225 for non-
residents. A general player pass for
Milham Park is $325 for residents
and $350 for non-residents.

Editorial Comment

The following opinion is that of the author
and does not represent GLAGA’s position or
the opinion of any other member of GLAGA

The Lansing Park and
Recreation Department’s Golf
Manager has proposed three
scenarios for the future cost of
public golf in the Lansing area.
Each one of them involves an
increase in green fees.

It may be time to consider
a fourth scenario. The first
principal of this fourth scenario
involves a return to the original
principal behind the creation of the
Golf Enterprise Fund in August of
1986. The original resolution
#0374 that created the Fund states:

Resolved by the City Council of
the City of Lansing:

Whereas, two committees
of City Council have studied the
concept of changing City of
Lansing golf operations from a
General Fund Budget item fo an
enferprise account so that program
revenues may be vrestricted fo
operations expenses and golf
facility improvements; and

Whereas the enterprise
account will permit progress to be
made on the Council’s goal of
improving Groesbeck into a first
class golf course;

Now, therefore be it
resolved the Lansing City Council
hereby authorizes the Mayor fo
establish an enterprise account for

City of Lansing Golf Operations,
with use of program revenues
restricted to operational expenses
and golf facility improvement.

Resolution #0374 was
approved unanimously by the city
council and to my knowledge has
never been amended or otherwise
modified.

As 1 read this language,
the Fund’s revenues were to be
spent exclusively on golf
operations and on capital
improvements to our public golf
facilities. In other words, golfers
were expected to pay for
maintaining the courses as well as
for any changes made to our public
courses and expansions of golf
facilities.

But somewhere in the less
than historical consciousness that
is the American political process,
the original intent of the Enterprise
Fund was forgotten and a new
concept was formed. The golfers
who use our public courses were
expected to pay for the cost of City
Hall’s daily operations as well.

In recent years green fees
have risen higher and faster than
inflation to pay what appears to be
the City’s administrative expenses
which it bills to the Park and
Recreation Department through the
budget process.

Let there be no
misunderstanding. The original
concept of the Enterprise Fund was
to privatize public golf. The
revenues from the fund were to be
used for operating the courses and
for making needed capital -
improvements starting with
Groesbeck. Somewhere along the
line, the city’s elected officials
agreed to charge golfers using the
public golf courses 21 cents out of
every dollar they spent there to run
city government. This practice of
assessing all government programs
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a 21% administrative charge back
is not uncommon in public
administration. Universities do it.
State and federal governments do
it. But the language of Resolution
#0374 seems to exempt the Golf
Fund from this practice by stating
that the revenues are to be used
exclusively for the operation and
capital expenses of Lansing’s
municipal golf courses.

In spite of what the
language implied to its supporters
at the time who thought that golf
fees were to be used to run the city
golf courses, the 21%
administrative charge back which
the City imposes on the Erterprise
Fund now means one our golf
facilities now must be sold in order
to pay for needed improvements in
Groesbeck, or so the Lansing Park
and Recreation Advisory Board has
concluded.

Even with the $6 to $11
million in revenue this sale could
generate, golfers will still be asked
to pay more for the daily operation
of our public courses

These decisions are not
the responsibility of faceless
bureaucrats. The budget and
accounting practices of city
government are determined by
elected city council members and
an elected mayor.

If golfers are tired of
paying the highest green fees in the
state for comparable municipal golf
options; if Lansing residents are
concerned that broken political
promises made in the past may
translate into raw deals for their
parks and recreational facilities in
the near future, then they need to
tell their elected officials enough is
enough.

Ask these public stewards
to keep the promises of the past
before they entertain the
development of grandiose schemes
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promising new jobs, greener
pastures to play on and additional
city resources in the immediate
future.

Ask the Mayor and the
city council to use green fees and
other course related revenues as
they were originally intended - for
golf course operations exclusively
and for the capital improvements
now needed to make Groesbeck,
Waverly, Red Cedar and Sycamore
suitable golf facilities for the 1990s
.and beyond.

If Lansing insists on
charging a premium to use its golf
courses, then they should be
premier venues for play.

Don Ballard estimates
that the capital construction cost to
upgrade Groesbeck will be $2.5
million and $2.2 million to
upgrade Waverly to 18 holes with a
new clubhouse. The annual debt
relief to cover this $4.7 million
capital construction would be about
$340,000 a year or roughly 26% of
the $1,283,134 deposited in the
Enteérprise Fund in the 1994-95
budget year.

After restoring the city’s
21% administrative charge back to
the Enterprise Fund, Lansing arca
golfers would still need to come up
with $70,542 in 1996 to make
these improvements. In 1994, there
were 64,879 rounds of golf played
on Groesbeck and 30,000 on
Waverly. Assuming a 75%
increase in rounds played on
Waverly once it becomes an 18
hole facility, the Park and
Recreation Department could
increase green fees at Groesbeck
and at Waverly by 60 cents a round
to recoup the additional $70,500
needed to improve Groesbeck and
preserve and enhance Waverly for
the 21st Century.

Part of the debt relief on
this $2.5 million for upgrading

Groesbeck should be paid by the
County Drain Commission since it
will include changes to help the
County and Lansing Township
control storm water drainage.
These estimated cost for these
changes is $750,000 out of $2.5
million.

Since Mr. Ballard’s three
green fee scenarios involved the
Enterprise Fund paying for the
debt relief on the entire $2.5
million associated with
Groesbeck’s renovation, this fourth
alternative assumes the same
conditions Mr. Ballard presented to
the Park and Recreation Board.

The point is, however,
that green fees may not have to rise
at all under this alternative to Mr.
Ballard’s three scenarios if the
Groesbeck cost to the Enterprise
Fund is $750,000 less.

Under scenario four there
can be many winners. Golfers can
have a public golf course system
for the 21st century at a nominal
increase in fees.

Westside residents and
businesses keep their green space
and avoid traffic congestion
problems that could destroy
residential home values from
Waverly Ave to Martin Luther
King Blvd..

The residents of South
Lansing will have a mechanism in
place to assure that growth in golf
will return capital construction
revenues to the Enterprise Fund.
These additional revenues in the
near future can be used to build the
Matthew’s facility on Grand River
for future generations of golfers
and our Southside seniors to enjoy.

_ The losers the developers
who want to spin tales of a rosy
future based on political
gimmickry that sold Lansing area
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golfers down the Enterprise Fund’s
prim rose path in the past.

I won’t lose any sleep if
Ralph Shaheen has to sell cars in
Portland and Wal-Marts has to
find some other land upon which
to compete with Fred Meijer. But I
promise this, before the dust settles
their public relations experts and
their high priced lobbyists are
going to try to get us to believe that
we can’t win anything unless we
let either Ralph Shaheen or the
ghost of Sam Walton turn what
little green space we have left in
this community into a parking lot.

In the final analysis, it is
not the responsibility of the
Lansing Park and Recreation
Department to promote a fourth
alternative. They are sincere people
doing their job as they think it
should be done. But if we want the
public to consider a different
viewpoint, it is time for the golf
community to speak up.

We know where affected
Lansing residents stand. We know
where retailers adjacent to Waverly
Golf Course and Delta Township
stand.

We know that the Park
and Recreation Advisory Board has
concluded that, unless Waverly is
sold, there will need to be hikes in
green fees (that would be usurious
if they were loans) to improve the
City’s golf courses.

What we don’t know is
where Lansing golfers stand.

Let me know what you
think. I will share your opinions
with our readers. You can write me
in care of GLAGA, fax me at 517-
485-8013 or E-mail me at
stuart@sojourn.com.

I can’t think of any issue
more central to the future of golf in
our community than this one.
That’s why I have endeavored to
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get as much of the facts on this
issue as I can and why I have taken
such a strong position of my own.

But your voice is just as
important both here with our
readers and in the deal makers
chambers. So let it be heard.

Stu Whi(e
The Ten Simple

Steps to Golf in
the Nozone

olf writer Nick Mastroni

has compiled a list of the
ten best ways fto play lousy golf
when you really, really, really
want to win which is must reading
for golfers heading into the
competitive showdowns of league
finals, club championships and
other amateur tournaments at the
end of the season. They are
reprinted here albeit without
permission in the belief that
universal truths must be shared:

1. Think constantly about
how much you want to beat your
opponent.

2. If you mess up the first
hole, go to work immediately on
your mechanics. Experiment with
all of them until you hit upon
what’s wrong.

3. Take an extra 15 to 20
seconds over every shot to make
absolutely sure your alignment is
square and that you know just how
important this shot is.

4. If it’s a handicapped
match, always check before you tee
off whether you’re giving a stroke.
If so, go all-out for the big drive.

5. On every hole in match
play, constantly check your
opponent’s position. Plan every
shot based on how he or she is
faring.

6. Make sure to hit at least
one club shorter than your
opponent(s) on the par 3s. This
subtle ploy will let everyone know
who’s boss.

7. Be obsessive about
yardages. Don’t just know it’s 166
to the middle. Insist on also
knowing that if you don’t carry it
148, you’ll bury it in the front
bunker, and that it’s 181 to reach
the embankment over the green.

8. Play holes with water
or OB extra carefully. Keep that
swing short and tight.

9. Spend a few extra

seconds over all your two and three

footers. You might spot a last-
second adjustment in your read
that makes all the difference.

10. Play by the “big
picture.” If you’re four up with
eight to go, play defensively from
there in (see point no. 8).

Works for me.

24-Hour Emeargency Service
New Construction - No Job Too Small
Prompt, Professional Service
Commercial & Residential
All Work Fully insured

FREE ESTIMATES

Steve Russell - Owner

Golf News

Glenbrier
Golf
Course

18 Hole Course
Watered Fairways
Outings
Pro Shop
Club House
Liquor

WEEKDAY

SPECIAL

2 Ployers,

Goif

and Cart
Only $30.00

before
2:00 PM.

625-3800

4178 West Locke Rd
Perry, Ml

3 Miles south of Perry

1/4 west on Locke Road

LEDGE MEADOWS

GOLF COURSE
PRESENTS

12th ANNUAL LABOR DAY
$5,000 4-Man Scramble
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4
3 Tournaments in 1 Day

CALL 627-7492 -
to reserve your team
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apureraa—w— GOLF EQUIPMENT
DeWITT  LARGE DSCOUNT L S0P

320 & Michigarn Ave. y8y-7676
FAMIL Y ritar

G.LF RANGE
ngﬁt CENTE B T oy

| INDOOR GOLF MACHINES

_ A‘;‘xfsm“& “ggi’;“ CLUB REPAIR

Lansing’s Favorite “Place for Steak” NEH 1HOLE ADVONTRE GOUF T A
+ PGA PRO JiM ST. GERMAIN «(ARGE INVENTORY

For 25 Years - 11050 U5 27 - oowrry CLUB FITTING

669-3075

Joining a Country
Club

OAK LANE GOI'F COURSE I n the last issue of Golf News, MASON H | LLS
) Just %Q, Mmut%srtEha.;,t; of"i Lansing . erroneous information about GOLF CLUB
! € are W € anue. the cost of joining Walnut Hills. OUTINGS ARE OUR
Beautiful 18 Hole Golf C was published. Golf News BUSINESS
apparently overstated the actual 18 HOLES DRIVING RANGE
cost. WITH ELEVATED GREENS
» MEMBERSHIPS & LEAGUES AVAILABLE
Rather than try to confuse « PROFESSIONAL GOLF LESSONS
i the issue further, T urge any of our - BANQUET FACILITIES
- i i : *FOOD « BAR
PI.IBI.IC WEI.COME readers who are interested in
joining the Walnut Hills Country '
N. Mam Welgyezrvilllé(;Zoméle N. of ligh t.) ‘ Club, to contact the Club’s 6 65 3 66
membership director to see what it RIGHT ON VS 137 { KiFl B 'Exm

12 MINUTES FROM LANSING
has to offer you. .

Stu White

FOREST AKERS GOLF (OURGE LOCATED IN HASLETT
MIGII&AN GTATE uNNERslTY 18 HOLE PUBLIC COURSE

G0 TSTRRTANS @ o s sewaticamaciry 1
+36 HOLES

-AVAILABLE FOR OUTINGS(ANY SIZE)

' -MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE
* PRIVING RANGE -CROSS COUNTRY SKIERS WELCOME
* PRO SOV 1018 HASLETT RD., HASLETT

‘ (1 MILE EAST OF THERR. T
WEe.r COURSE 355 1635 PINE LAKE | IF ::u.;::s :ROM MERIDIAN ;:iﬁ

:
_;
"

EAST COURSE 355-1636 SUARL] - SHOP 339-8281

1 MILE SOVIH OF CAMPUS ON ” CLUB HOUSE 339-0998
HARRISON ROAD




10

1 want to remind our readers how
generous John Nagel and the
members of Centennial Acres as
well as Kirk Sherman and the
owners of El Dorado have been to
our members. Without their
support and help, we would not
have been able to hold GLAGA’s
two day medal play tournaments in
May and July. A number of you
have told me how gratgeful you are
that GLAGA has undertaken these
new tournaments. The Board
appreciates your support and
encouragement and I would urge
you to share your gratefulness with

John and Kirk the next time you
are playing on their course. 3750 W. Howell Rd., Mason, Ml
o Illlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
Stu White

Centennial Acres
Golf Course

GOLF AT ITS BEST

Watered rammvx W 60 Power Carts

Catered Food Availab

¢ for Group Qutings

Located on M-43 between Mulliken and
Sunfield. South on Dow Road 1/2 mile-

John Nagel - P.G.AL Professional
All new club house with a fully stocked Pro Shop. Offering a tull
range of services - including lessons, club repair and club ftitting,.

TOP $ FOR TRADE-INS

.. . “WE DISCOUNT EVERYTHING
BUT SERVICE™

ASK ABOUT GUR LOW PRICE GUARANTEE
« GIFT CERTIFICATES - LAYAWAYS - REPAIRS
. INDOOR HITTING RANGE - CUSTOM CLUB FITTING
. COMPLETE LINE OF TENNIS EQPT.

Golf News

=

Lansing Area’s Hometown Favorite
e All Natural Grass Driving Range
» Excellent Practice Facilities
e PGA Professional Lessons Available
e Banquets up to 250

517/676-2854

COUPON

2 Players, 18 Holes with Cart

$4000

Mon. - Thurs. before Noon Exp. 9/30/95 (no holidays)

Golf Swap in the
Fall Newsletter

fyou have some old clubs or

hardly used new clubs lying
around your garage, attic,
basement or trunk that you want to
try to sell, you may want to
consider placing a two line ad in
GLAGA’s fall newsletter. Tell us
what the equipment is, how much
you want for it and a phone
number where you can be reached
and we’ll print it, that is if you are
a 1995 member of GLAGA.

Reservations Necessary
Call for Tee Times

(517) 566-8055

BUY DIRECT
OVER 150 STORES
NATIONWIDE

OPEN DAILY 99
SAT 98 « SUN 125
CALL FOR
WINTER HOURS

=

The cost for this service is
$3. You can either send GLAGA a
check or you will be billed with a

321 7568

349-8750

=

$.50 service charge to handle the

cost of billing you.
2088 W. GRAND RIVER
OKEMOS - -

' 5433 W. SAGINAW
(IN DELTA PLAZA)
ACROSS FROM LANS! AT OKEMOS RD.

G TRRITOTN 1) Tt

A...&;.i&f.mwé?@?i’;'
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I love rotten weather. The founders
of the game accepted nature for
what is gave, or what it took away.
Wind and rain are great
challenges. They separate real
goflers. Let the seas pound against
the shore, let the rains pour.

Mayfair Bar

Big Screen TV Pool Darts Video Games
Open 7 Days Weekly - Call 339-3880

. A great place fo relax after a round of golf
with the beverage of your choice and good food

Owners Don Bearden./ Tom Lunden
The Oldest and 1st Sports Bar in the Lansing Area

Tom Watson

Well Tom, come up to Michigan

this October for a little sleet golf
and let the yips fall where they
may.

Bring in the Ad for 50%

Lake Lansing Road - Haslett, MI

ff Beverage of Your Choice

LAKE LANSING

MOBIL
SERVICE, INC.

Complete Auto Service
Open 7 days, 24 hours

ent

res

Specializing In:
Com utenpzﬁ Wheel Ali
g)rakes, Mufflers &

COST:  before 2pm

»>$20 for two people & a cart  Call for further info - (517) 694-0169

Monday through
Thursday

24 HOUR TOWING

2704 Lake Lansing Road at U.S. 127

Call 484-2300

THE PARTS PLACE
——
CARQUEST

€

AUTO PARTS

2423 N. CEDAR
HOLT, MI 48842

694-2159 - PARTS
694-2197 - SERVICE

Best Happy Hour in Town
BIG Screen TV

Featuring
Award-Winning Pizza

5. GRIL
N

809 E. Kalamazoo

. MACHINE SHOP SERVICE AVAILABLE ..
_ WITH EXPERIENCED PROFESSIONALS

'HOLT AUTO SERVICE CENTE!

'8 BAY SERVICE FACILITY -

| WITH ASE CERTIFICED TECHKICIANS

" OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
6942197

~ * AUTO-TRUCK-FOREIGN-DOMESTIC
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One Mile East of Waverly on Columbia
(517) 663-4144 or (800) 585-4144

oy oI
* Early pecia 5855 Michigan Rd.
oe1 e hetes - Diamondale, MI 48821

y — M-F before 10 a.m. Custom Fitting - Lessons - Golf Equipment

iidea
; : _— ar (517) 337-9320 (517) 394-4700
Golf Customn Clubs & l‘(‘l';lll' 2649 E. Grand River ~ 1011 Southland
are, lnC Near Park Lake Rd. Near corner of Logan/
. East Lansing MLK Blvd & Southland
Glipping - Shcﬂth ’;F;m\g - Adjustments Lansing
£ 349-1010
- .
4811 Nakoma. Okemos if It's Done To (517)349-2145 {517) 349-4830
o 3495 S Okemos Rd 2131 W. Grand River
e L An Automobile ;e of Okemos Rd. Okemos Rd. &
R : We Do it & Jolly, Okemos Grand River, Okemos

East Lansing, Lansing & Okemos
"We Wish the Area Golfers a Fine Golf Season”

. “A Complete
n-gal Recreation Facility”
) "‘
‘\“n.nu\u

Bowling & Banquets

"GOLF COURSE

» 18 CHAMPIONSHIP HOLES
* DRIVING RANGE * MEMBERSHIPS
* PRIVATE & GROUP LESSONS
*« COMPLETE PRO SHOP
* LEAGUES INVITED

Banquets To 400
Bowling, Darts, Billiards, Restaurant & Lounge

ALL NEW VIRTUAL GOLF - PLAY AUGUSTA

== R
AND MANY OTHER :

E
2 N! -
CHAMPIONSHIP COURSES G ER

N g, .
Golf Outings For 12-300  szvomemm 5" 321.6220
“For Tour & Brochure Call 321-GOLF" tansing

\
“%ta‘\\
.

WAVER|

$ olonial Complete Takeout
[ BAR & GRILLE ] . Service

el g 882-6132

Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday 3425 S, Logan




Greater Lansing Amateur Golf Association

Members’ Fall Medal Play Tournament
WHERE: Brookshiref Course in Williamston, MI
WHEN:  September 23 and 24
WHO: Open to 1995 GLAGA Members Only

COST: $60 Entry Fee*

The Fall GLAGA Member’s Medal Play Tournament is open to the first 75 GLAGA
members who enter. For questions about the tournament, please contact Stu White
(617-485-8013) or the Brookshire Golf Course (517-655-4694). The first tee time will be
8:00 am; for tee times, contact Brookshire after September 20.

* Entry Fee covers Green Fees for Saturday and Sunday and a Prize Fund. Prize certificates will
be awarded with all certificates redeemable at the Brookshire Pro Shop only. Cart fees are not
included in the entry fee. If you need a cart, please indicate on the entry form so we can pair up
persons wanting carts. You will be responsible for renting a cart at the course, however. No
pre-registration of carts will be necessary. Entry fees are not refundable. Checks returned with
insufficient funds will result in an automatic disqualification. If you have not already joined
GLAGA for the 1995 season, enclose an additional $15 for 1995 membership dues

Complete this ENTRY FORM and Return it with Payment to:
GLAGA, 1215 N. Genesee, Lansing, Ml 48915.

NAME

ADDRESS
CITY & ZIP PHONE
Avg Score Course Cart Championship Flight

This is a medal play tournament. However, this tournament will be flighted prior to
play on the first day according to handicap. The number of flights will be determined
after applications are received. If you do not have a USGA or League Handicap or if
you do not supply a handicap, you will be placed in the championship flight. If you
wish to be flighted prior to play on Saturday, please provide the following:

USGA HANDICAP Course Where Handicap is Maintained

League Handicap Course Whete League Is Played

League Secretary Phone #




GLAGA Thanks Its Sponsors for 1995

El Dorado GC
Centennial Acres GC
Forest Akers GC
Royal Scot Golf and Bowl
Glenbrier GC
Mason Hills GC
Ledge Meadows GC
Pine Lake GC
Branson Bay GC
Indian Hills Golf

~ Chisholm Hills GC
Oak Lane GC

Lansing Golf Center

DeWitt Family Golf Center

Car Quest

Kildea Kar Kare, Inc

Lake Lanisng Mobile
 Colonial Bar & Grille

The Knight Cap

Mayfair Bar

Arts Bar and Grill

A C Electric

Colonial Printing

Pro Golf

PLEASE PATRONIZE THOSE BUSINESSES WHOSE SUPPORT
oF GLAGA MAKES DUR ASSOCIATION POSSIBLE

Downtown

231 Pere Marquette
‘Lansing, MI 48912
Ph: 517-485-5700
Fax: 517-485-0202

O FfF L ANSI NG, | NC.

Commercial Printing °

High Speed Copying

Inside - The Guru of Hack, the Moses of Mishits, the Sultan of Shank

i © opyrighted Material Golf News: The Mid-Michigan Colfer's Magazine is a publication of the
Greater Lansing Amateur Golf Association. All rights are reserved and
no parts of this publication may be reprinted without permission.
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