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Introduction: 

This Policy deals with the academic curriculum of the school but it is understood that 

the academic curriculum goes hand in hand with the SCMC curriculum, the ethos of 

the school and its 6R values and the further enrichment activities that help our young 

people develop during their time at The Shrubbery School. 

It is important to note that a curriculum cannot be static but should be reviewed and 

altered to ensure that children are stimulated and challenged. The curriculum should 

also reflect global and current issues and allow children to contrast and compare and 

apply critical thinking. 

Responsibilities: 

The Head Teacher has overall responsibility for monitoring the school curriculum. 

Individual class teachers monitor the termly delivery of the curriculum and plan with 

year group colleagues. 

 

The School Timetable: 

The chart below shows the minutes teaching time allocated for curriculum subjects, 

As the curriculum is topic based the teaching time for history, geography, art, 

science and music may occur in blocks throughout a half term. Dependent on the 

creative curriculum topic subjects may need to be taught discretely at time 

Time allocated to subjects across the curriculum 

Subject Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Numeracy       

Literacy       

Science       

Creative 
Curriculum 

      

History       

Geography       

Science        

Art and DT       

Music       

RE       

PSHE       

PE and 
Swimming 

      

Computing       

Thinking 
Skills 

      

       

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

The Curriculum for Reception  

In Reception classes, children with follow the curriculum for the Early Years 

Foundation Stage which is divided into seven areas of learning: 

1.  Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

2.  Communication and Language  

3.  Literacy  

4.  Physical Development  

5.  Mathematics  

6.  Understanding the World  

7.  Expressive Arts and Design 

 

The Reception children follow the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum, which 

allows the children every opportunity to learn and develop through the planned adult-

initiated and child initiated activities based around the seven areas of learning 

(please see EYFS Policy). 

 Baseline Assessment is planned for the first few weeks of their school journey.  A 

further formal assessment then takes in the final term. 

The curriculum is both adult and child initiated. 

Children are introduced to the Computing curriculum with a specialist teacher.  

 

Cohesion across the Curriculum for Years 1-6 

Numeracy and Literacy 

Numeracy and Literacy are taught to the school’s schemes of work which 

correspond broadly and then go beyond National Curriculum. Wherever possible 

links are made across the curriculum to help children make those vital learning links.  

Creative Curriculum 

At The Shrubbery a creative curriculum is followed which integrates History, 

Geography, Science, Music and Art where relevant. Sometimes the cross curricular 

topics do not lend themselves to links with a particular curriculum subject and then 

the subject will be taught discretely.  

The Creative Curriculum topics follow a pedagogical pattern of allowing children to 

engage, develop and express knowledge and understanding. 



 
 
 

PSHE and British Values 

The curriculum is audited to ensure British Values are promoted and a PSHE 

scheme of work reinforcing our 6R values, assembly themes and RE scheme is 

followed. (See schemes of work) 

Children are complimented for acting as role models and staff are expected to 

provide an example of school values. 

 

PE Years:  1-6  

PE is taught using the Real PE scheme, teaching skills that focus around six areas 

namely: personal, social, cognitive, creative, physical, and health and fitness. In 

Years 1-3 story books are used to stimulate the activities. 

 

Computing Years 1-6 

Computing is taught be a specialist teacher following a scheme of work. (see 

Schemes of Work) The Computing teacher also works with class teachers to 

enhance the creative curriculum where required. 

Children acquire skills to make them more independent in research skills and 

aspects of Microsoft Word as well as using packages for design, photography and 

publishing. Ipads are also used around school as research tools in classrooms. 

 

 

The Curriculum for Year 1 

The move from Reception into Year 1 can be a huge step for some children. With 

this in mind staff are careful to ensure that some of the practices essential to the 

EYFS curriculum are still followed. 

As a move towards more formal learning begins staff ensure differentiation is in 

place and that they are aware of the different learning styles of their children. 

Year 1 children continue to benefit from a Computing curriculum taught by a 

specialist teacher and follow the Real PE programme. 

  

The Curriculum for Year 2 

The children continue with their creative curriculum, computing and PE schemes of 

work. 

 



 
 
 

 

The Curriculum for Years 3-6:  The Junior School 

The Class teacher continues to teach the majority of the curriculum areas in Year 3-6 

with the creative curriculum themes as set out in Appendix 1 

A modern foreign language is introduced in Year 3 with a specialist teacher taking 

the class. The emphasis is on spoken language before moving onto written aspects. 

Children continue with their French lessons up to Year 6.  

A specialist PE teacher works with Year 3-6 within the ‘Real PE’ curriculum (see 

scheme of work) and represent their school in Year 3 as competition sport presents 

itself. The school is proud of its level of participation and enters events specifically 

aimed at different levels of sport competence, encouraging children whatever their 

ability. 

The school benefits from outside specialist coaches coming into school to work with 

children e.g coaches from the local golf club, netball and more unusual sports such 

as boccia. 

The school competes in many areas of sport and in all Junior age groups within the 

local Wilson Stuart Sports Partnership and in specific events organised by schools. 

Events include multi sports, gymnastics, football (boys and girls), cheerleading, golf, 

tennis, handball, tag rugby and basketball. 

Netball and Football teams for competition are generally drawn from pupils in Year 5 

and Year 6.An Athletics Team from Year 3-6 is selected to compete in the Area 

Sports organised for local schools in Sutton Coldfield. The school has attained the 

Gold Games Award for four consecutive years. 

Swimming is part of the PE curriculum and children swim half a term about with our 

team of Swimming Teachers. All Junior swimmers can compete in the annual inter-

house Swimming Gala each summer term and a team is selected to enter to 

represent the school in the annual Sutton Coldfield Swimming Gala.  

The Computing Curriculum continues for Junior School pupils with a specialist 

teacher. 

Thinking Skills are introduced as a separate subject in each Junior Year groups 

which encourages critical thinking and helps children prepare for components of any 

grammar school or independent school examinations they may enter. 

The Curriculum for Year 3 

As for the general Year 3-5 Curriculum above and Year3 are introduced to Verbal 

Reasoning Thinking Skills which re-inforces vocabulary development and SpaG.  

Modern foreign language is introduced which is taught up to Year 6. 

 

The Curriculum for Year 4 



 
 
 

The curriculum continues as for Year 3 with further Thinking Skills introduced in the 

form of Non-Verbal skills encouraging spatial awareness and looking at patterns and 

logical relationships. 

 

The Curriculum for Year 5 

The school curriculum for Years 3-6 continues with the added content after October 

half term) of specific 11plus sessions each Thursday morning in Maths, Verbal and 

Non- Verbal Reasoning. 

On Thursday evenings for 4pm until 5pm, children can be enrolled in timed test 

practice sessions for 11 plus if parents wish. 

Staff expect increasing independence from Year 5 children in their individual 

research skills.  

 

The Curriculum for Year 6 

Children in Year 6 follow the school curriculum for Years 1-6. There is further 

emphasis on independent skills and reflection on their work to prepare for secondary 

education. Children practice skills for SATs examinations. 

 

Whitemoor Lakes  

A residential action adventure weekend takes place early in Year 6 as part of the 

creative curriculum topic ID (identity). The weekend seeks to give the children 

challenges and gives them a further sense of independence, organising themselves 

and developing further team work skills. 

Presentation 

Expectations for presentation are given to children at the start of each term and they 

have reminders inside exercise book covers (see Appendix1) 

Presentation guidelines are available in the front of exercise books.  
Drafting and editing work will be labelled as such. Finished work must be ‘best work’ 
for that child. 
 
Exercise Books - details  
Each book must be labelled with child’s full name and subject.  

No books are allowed to go home except completed books at the end of the school 
year (You must wait for instructions by a member of SLT before sending books 
home).  

Each child has a homework book - other books should ideally not be taken home for 
homework or to finish work.  

 Nothing can be written, drawn or stuck on the covers of books.  



 
 
 

Junior children use blue pens. (Children coming up into Year 3 earn their “Pen 
Licence’ The class teachers decide when a child is ready to start using a pen.  

 All work must be dated 

Independent Skills 

Independent skills are encouraged throughout the school’s curriculum from younger 

children finding their own words from word banks through to children responding to 

teacher feedback and taking responsibility for their learning. This independence is 

encouraged by the 6R values which include responsibility, reasoning, reflection and 

resourcefulness. 

Parental Involvement 

Parents are invited into school to hear about their child’s curriculum at a ‘Meet The 

Teacher Evening’ held each summer term preceeding the new academic year. Class 

teachers also provide hand-outs and are eager to answer any queries. 

At the start of new topics staff may send out a list of optional activities that can be 

done at home to support the creative curriculum theme studied.   

Newsletters are also sent home to accompany new maths topics with useful 

guidelines of how concepts are taught. 

Workshops are held each year where staff present activities for children and their 

parents to work together around a chosen theme. 

Parents Evenings are held in February and October to discuss progress and the 

curriculum. Naturally staff welcome contact from parents at other times to answer 

queries about the curriculum or a child’s progress. 

 

Assessment 

Curriculum assessment is both formative and summative. 

 Learning objectives in lessons are made clear and success criteria supplied when 

children are old enough to respond. 

Teachers respond to children giving verbal assessment in question and answers 

sessions in class, observing pupil talk in group situations and through work in 

children’s books. Assessment and feedback should be as immediate as possible to 

intervene help children learn and to iron out mis-conceptions.  

Teachers use the results of spelling tests in class, assess comprehension skills and 

end of unit maths assessments to monitor progress and to see what interventions 

are needed on day to day or weekly basis. 

Teaching staff encourage children to respond to comments and set ‘next step tasks’ 

to re-inforce or to challenge. 



 
 
 

End of year assessments are undertaken for Years 1-5 using GL Progress 

Assessments which are diagnostic and also allow comparisons between different 

groups and national averages. 

Year 6 children are entered for Key Stage 2 SATs to compare their results nationally 

and to ensure they are well prepared for state schools as well as independent 

schools. 

Learning Support  

The School recognises the recommendations of the SEND Code of Practice (Jan 

2015)  

At The Shrubbery School we have a Learning Support Teacher who oversees the 

support and progress of children identified as needed extra help. Children are 

discussed and referred by class teachers and observed in class before joining 

support groups. 

Teaching at The Shrubbery is inclusive and children receive support and 

differentiated work in their classrooms. Children receiving specific learning support 

will have a timetable which includes spending time outside the classroom with the 

Learning Support Teacher in small group or in a 1:1 situation. An Individual 

Education Plan is formulated and discussed between the Learning Support and 

Class Teachers initially, before being discussed with the child and then with parents. 

Reviews take place during the year with children, staff and parents. Staff are 

responsible for the children in their classes and must ensure they are fully aware of 

the IEP and the best methods for teaching individual children. Children in receipt of 

Learning Support should receive targets and challenges just as every child should. 

A list is maintained of children on the Learning Support Register and a list of children 

who need to be carefully monitored for possible inclusion on that list. 

 

Homework 

Reception No formal homework but letters and 
sounds sent home for phonics practice 
and reading books. Weekly literacy or 
numeracy practice sheet. 

Year 1 Reading and where needed word tubs 
continue. Spellings and weekly 
homework sheet. 

Year 2 Reading and where needed word tubs 
continue. Spellings and weekly 
homework sheet. 

Year 3 Nightly 20 minute homework and 
weekly spellings plus reading. 

Year 4 Nightly 30 minute homework plus 
reading and weekly spellings. 



 
 
 

Year 5 Nightly 30 minute homework plus 
reading and weekly spellings. 

Year 6 Nightly 30-40 minute homework plus 
weekly spellings and reading. 

 

In the Junior School (Years 3-6) parents are requested to sign their child’s homework 

diary. It is also helpful if parents indicate in the Homework Diary if work required a 

great deal of support or was completed independently. 

 

Educational Visitors and Visits 

As part of our Creative Curriculum, we recognise the importance of the ‘hook’ or 

WOW experience to capture children’s imagination for a topic. With this in mind 

visitors are often invited into school to help enhance a topic or children go out of 

school on educational visits suited to the curriculum topic. 

Extra-curricular lessons 

Children are able to join lessons in the following areas: 

Piano: 

The school employs three Piano teachers who hold lessons within school 

lunchtimes. Practice is set to complete at home to aid progress and a piano at home 

is essential. 

Children can work towards examinations at the professional discretion of their 

teachers. They can also perform at A Piano Recital for parents in the summer term 

and at charity events. 

 

Guitar: 

Two guitar teachers are available for acoustic guitar. Children have to have their own 

guitars 

 

Speech and Drama: 

Our Speech and Drama teacher works with small classes from each age group. 

Children have the opportunity to work towards LAMDA examinations each year and 

wherever possible perform for the school and at events in the community. An annual 

Speech and Drama Showcase is staged for parents. 

Extra- Curricular Interest Clubs 

Dance 

A weekly Dance Club for Junior pupils is taken by an outside company – ‘Katie 

Driscoll School of Dance’.  Parents are invited to watch completed routines at the 



 
 
 

end of a sequence of lessons and children have the opportunity to take part in an 

annual Dance Showcase in a small theatre.where parents can watch 

 

Sport 

Junior Children in school benefit from ‘Take 10’, dance exercise led by Year 6 staff 

and choreographed by Year 6 children each morning before school. There are a 

number of lunch time or break time sports clubs for all Junior children e.g football, 

Golden Mile, table tennis, and athletics, all according to season. School teams meet 

up for practice for their fixtures. 

After school clubs have included Tennis, Tag Rugby, Dodge-ball and Golf. 

The PE Teacher also organises Play Leaders who organise games and activities 

(after training) with all Nursery, Infants and Junior pupils. Sports Ambassador 

training also takes place to promote sportsmanship. Children apply formally for the 

position of Sports Leader. 

 

Gardening 

Gardening Club enhances the curriculum and is held weekly for Junior pupils with 

the Head and Site Manager. 

 

Librarians 

Children apply to be librarians and help organise the school library on a rota basis. 

Chess 

A lunchtime Chess Club is held for Junior School (and occasionally able Year 2) 

pupils. This is organised by Year 6 members and older pupils are encouraged to 

help teach younger ones.  

A further Chess Club is held each week, run by ‘Animate’ for more experienced 

players to focus on tactics and the benefits of chess on the whole child. 

Children from both clubs are entered in teams Chess Tournaments organised by 

schools in the city including KES and a number of state schools. 

 

Further Competition: 

Apart from sports competitions and chess tournaments children have the opportunity 

to enhance curriculum studies in a variety of competitions. These include: 

Competitions involving art e.g poster design arranged nationally by educational 

suppliers, safety organisations etc.  



 
 
 

The Primary Mathematics Challenge, a nationwide Maths competition for children in 

Years 5 and 6. Organised by The Mathematics Association. 

The Shrubbery also enters a team for the National Young Mathematicians Award 

each year and benefits from its links with KES Birmingham by being invited to take 

part in their mathematics team events such as the Borcherds Shield for Year 5- 6 

and a junior competition for Year 4. 

Hydesville Tower School organise a team Maths Challenge for Years 5-6 which we 

compete in annually. 

Explore Learning Young Writer’s Award:  Children from Reception p to Year 6.have 

had the opportunity to enter this local, and national event to write for a purpose and 

exercise their creativity. 

Local Competitions such as Lichfield Cathedral’s Poetry Competition have given 

children the opportunity to show their talents particularly using imagery. 

Local Festivals have seen our children performing in Speech and Drama. 

Charitable Events: The School Choir. Recorder Group and speech and Drama 

Groups have performed at local charitable events helping the community raise 

money for Cancer Research, The Buddy Bag Foundation and to entertain local older 

residents in supported residences. 

In-school competitions 

Sporting events between houses are arranged in school. Writing, art or science 

competitions are organised with a yearly theme around Founders Day in March. 

 

Curriculum Review 

The curriculum will be subject to audit and review to ensure it is a curriculum it for 

the demand of the times and remains exciting and challenging. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

Appendix 1 

Presentation Expectations inside subject books 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic Book Checklist            

In my Topic book I will: 

• Stick in the learning objective neatly at the beginning of a 

new piece of work and write the date on it. 

• Underline any extra dates or titles with a ruler and pencil. 

• Present all my work neatly in my best handwriting using a 

blue handwriting pen. 

• Read through my work to make sure it makes sense. 

• Use good punctuation in all my writing tasks. 

• Check my spelling using a dictionary. 

• Check my work when it has been marked to see what I 

have done well and how I could improve in the future. 

• Tick the smiley faces, write a pupil comment and 

complete  any next steps that my teacher has asked me 

to do. 

 

Pupil signature:  ………………………………………………………. 

Date:  …………………………………. 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Independent working rubric. 

 

 

Science Book Checklist        

In my Science book I will: 

• Stick in the learning objective neatly at the beginning of a new 

piece of work and write the date on it. 

• Underline any extra dates or titles with a ruler and pencil. 

• Present all my work neatly in my best handwriting using a 

blue handwriting pen. 

• Use a pencil and ruler to draw diagrams, graphs and to label 

diagrams. 

• Read through my work to make sure it makes sense. 

• Use good punctuation in all my writing tasks. 

• Check my spelling using a dictionary. 

• Check my work when it has been marked to see what I have 

done well and how I could improve in the future. 

• Tick the smiley faces, write a pupil comment and complete 

any next steps that my teacher has asked me to do. 

Pupil signature:  ………………………………………………………. 

Date:  …………………………………. 

 



 
 
 

   


