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Dear Parents 

So, we are nearly at the end of 2020! What a very strange year it has been. We have seen a world that has been very different 

and extremely surreal at times. I feel that we have had success with keeping most of you in school for the term. I thank you all 

for abiding by the rules that the Government have put in place and we will continue to follow guidelines when we return in 

January. 

So, what has been going on over the half term at The Shrubbery? 

We welcome a new member of the Shrubbery family. Mrs Rowley Field gave birth to her second daughter, Eliza Tilley. All are 

doing well and Mrs Rowley Fields first born, Grace, is being the most amazing big sister, giving hugs and kisses throughout the 

day. Isn’t it wonderful to hear some lovely news? 

Thank you to all parents and pupils that took the time to fill in the questionnaires. It has been enlightening for me to see how 

we can improve and to be able to see school through your eyes.  

I am always available to speak to you on the drive in the mornings and on the playground of an evening. If you would like to 

make an appointment if you have any queries, then please do not hesitate to do so.  

Can I please remind you to park respectfully in regard to our residents and on the drive to allow a free flow system? Please do 

not block the drive at any time. We are taking on a new initiative in January to help with congestion and parking, working with 

our local businesses and ‘Modeshift Stars.’ 

We now have Captains, Vice Captains and a School Council. Our super Year 6 pupils, applied for the positions and then they 

had a democratic and fair vote. With a Chair, Vice Chair and Secretary in place, we can now look forward to hearing their voices 

to help lead our school through their eyes and ideas. The team will be led by Ms Fielder, who will meet with them regularly and 

give them the voice to drive the school for what the children want and need.  

In addition to this we also now have a full Board of Governors who now consist of Mr Matthew Lees (Business), Ms Dawn    

Harvey (Education), Mrs Lisa Atterbury (Staff) and Mr Amit Sharma (Parent). Mrs White and myself will be joining those 

meetings to share our reports on how we are moving the school forward and what needs to be put in place. A meeting will 

take place in January. The Board of Directors have met this month and are looking forward to driving new initiatives, policies 

and  procedures. 

We had a wonderful Remembrance Service on the 11th November to remember all those who have served their country. Claire 

Cooke, a former colleague of mine, played The Last Post and Reveille Fanfare on her cornet, to mark the occasion. I hope this is 

something that your children will remember for a long time. It was extremely moving and special time.  

Year 5 and 6 have taken part in the Primary Maths Challenge – we had some Bronze and Silver certificate winners. What      

fabulous achievements! Well done to you all, there are some really tricky questions on the paper. We will also be entering the 

Hydesville Maths challenge next year. I am also looking at the ISA website to see if we can seek opportunities for 2021. 

Thank you to the Parents Association for supporting the children with fundraising to buy some more equipment for them to 

play with at break and lunchtimes within their bubbles. It’s important that we keep healthy and busy during these times of the 

day. I am particularly looking forward to working closely with them to ensure that all money raised will go back in to the school 

for the children to benefit from. We will regularly report to you when we have raised money and more importantly what your 

money is being spent on. In the near future, we will be looking at ideas for enhancing our outside environment to make it more 

appealing and inviting to the eye, but also more productive for your children’s learning outside. If you have any skills which you 

could offer, or a little bit of time when we have our plans in place, please let us know. I would like to make this a community 

project where we are involved as The Shrubbery Family, rather than us doing things behind closed doors.  

Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 have completed their Bikeability Training. They followed instructions beautifully and listened to 

their teacher to get the best out of the course. It was lovely to see you whizzing around the playground having so much fun. 

There will be a chance for other year groups to do their Bikeability Courses during the year.  
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We have had a busy and productive December. The children have been working hard to put a performance together so that 

we can mark the end of 2020. We have had cookie and poetry competitions, dressing up days, fundraiser activities and sup-

porting our local foodbank. Busy, busy, busy - thank you for all of your donations, enthusiasm to find outfits and costumes and 

for supporting each day to make December 2020 memorable for the right reasons! We have even managed to participate in a 

pantomime for the children, due to technology allowing!  

I assure you, that ALL funds raised will go back in to the school to enhance your children’s learning. This will be out to the pupil 

voice activities that we are now doing in school. The children will have their say on what the money is to be spent on through 

pupil voice activities carried out in class sessions. 

We have a new reward system starting in January. The children will be awarded house points for good work, being polite and 

helpful or just being unique and offering something special. Any member of staff will be able to give these points. The children 

will collect these over the year. For every 20 they receive, they will be rewarded with a Bronze, Silver, Gold, Platinum and then 

a diamond badge and certificate – all of which will receive a small gift. As an additional achievement, the children can then 

aspire to achieve a Shrubbery Superstar award, which will be a further 50 house points. For those who are reaching beyond 

the stars, there will be a VIP award – a gold crown badge and certificate worth another 50 house points. The children have 

been told about this and are eager to start. We will also be continuing with our 100% attendance certificate for each half term, 

then an overall 100% attendance for the end of the year. Positive praise for our children is a must to capture those moments 

of brilliance! 

Last, but not least….look out for our new website. It has a new look, bringing us in to 2021 and hopefully it will be easier to 

navigate. Watch this space as we will be adding to it as the year develops. 

The nights are drawing in, so I urge you to stay safe whilst out and about, but also to stay safe so that we can all join back to-

gether in January of 2021. For those of you that celebrate Christmas, have a wonderful time however you are spending it and 

for those that do not celebrate Christmas, enjoy the holiday time with your loved ones.  

I thank you, most sincerely, for the support that you give to our children, our school and myself. We welcome Mrs Georgina 

White in January, this will give capacity to the management team to enable us to strive for bigger and better.  

May I be the first to wish you all a happy new year. Here’s to 2021 in the hope that we can do more and make more changes 

with less constraints.  

Best wishes 

 

Mrs Amanda Lees 



 

 

Year 1 AC 

In Reception, we talked about the signs of Autumn and harvest. We shared the story of Pumpkin Soup and  decided to 

make our own soup to taste. The children used their senses to investigate pumpkins and learned that the words they 

thought of to describe the pumpkin are called adjectives. 

                  

           

             

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This half term Year 1 have been learning about the changing seasons and how this effects the weather. We have explored 

weather poems, learnt how to write a postcard and created a weather report which we performed to the class.  In our 

Topic work the children learnt about the Water Cycle, the Beaufort Scale to measure wind and carried out a Sci-

ence investigation to find the best material to use for Ted's umbrella. In Maths we have learnt about 'fact families' and the 

relationship between addition and subtraction, measuring lengths using standard measure and more recently counting in 

2s, 5s and 10s  

Mrs Aldridge-Cox 

During this half term the children in Nursery have explored      
celebrations to include Bonfire Night,  Remembrance and Diwali. They 

have learnt about the story/event behind each  celebration and enjoyed many related 
activities such as Splatter paintings to create fireworks, Number Rescue to retrieve numbers 
from the flames before ordering them.  They behaved  beautifully when they joined the rest of 
the  school to observe 2 minutes silence on 11/11. They used salt dough to create Diva Lamps to 
welcome home Rama and Sita as part of our Diwali exploration.  

We then investigated the changes that Autumn brings making prints using leaves  that we had 
collected with our Parents. After learning some facts about hedgehogs we used malleable 
material to make hedgehogs and hibernaculum`s for them to hibernate in. Our Percy the Park 
Keeper role play area complemented our exploration of change.  

Then December arrived along with Santa`s Workshop. We have lots of Christmas activities 
planned such as re-creating  ourselves as elves, singing Christmas songs and using Tuff Spot 
Tray`s to extend our understanding of the Christian story of Christmas and to investigate    
different materials using magnets and lots of sparkly Christmas related objects. 

Nursery 

Reception 



     
               

 
 

 
 
 
We had a fantastic day for our themed Pirate Day where we were lucky enough to virtually 
meet the author of Jack Flynn and the Pirate Porthole, Christine Perkins. We got to hear an 
extract from her book and we had a Q&A session with her.  
 

She was impressed with the questions we asked about life as an author and 
whether or not she reads her own book after she’s written it. We were so 
excited to get a signed copy of the book each too! We took some great advice 
from Christine which is also one of our 6 R’s, resilience. She told us if we really 
love writing that we should ‘never give up’ 

Year 2 

 Year 3 

 

This half term Year 3 have been conducting several  experiments to ex-

plore the properties of  different metals. They were intrigued to discover 

which liquid would produce the shiniest penny and that not all metals 

were magnetic.  

The forces of gravity, friction and magnetism were also the 

focus of investigations.  

In DT the children were challenged to design a new piece of playground equipment which they then had to write a report for 

in a letter to the “Council” along with safety instructions. 



Year 4 have had a fantastic half-term showing our resilience to 
change while facing  every challenge head on.   We have been 

rehearsing hard for our nativity and it has been so much fun. 
We are all looking forward to seeing the final product where 

we  can praise each year groups performances.  

Recently, in Year 5, we have been learning about decimals and converting them into 

fractions.   At the moment, we are learning about rounding the second place in a  decimal up or 

down to the first place in the decimal.   

Meanwhile, in English, we have just finished writing a biography about Anne Boleyn and we are  

beginning to write a letter from Anne Boleyn to King Henry pleading for forgiveness and asking 

what the offence was. 

With Mrs Adams, we have been sewing patterns onto a coaster.  In art ,we have recently been 

copying portraits of either King Henry, Catherine of Aragon, Jane Seymour or Thomas Cromwell.   

Back with Mrs Simpson we have just started learning about Tudor Crime and  Punishment 

By Freya Richardson 

 
Year 6 

 
This term our topic was the Victorian Era. In particular, we focused on the Industrial Revolution and the effects it had on     

modern Britain. Following on from our Topic, we also did sentence stacking in English; we wrote segments of a persuasive 
letter to Scrooge (from a Christmas Carol by Charles Dicken, a Victorian author) to persuade him to change his wicked ways. 

Each day, we focused on different aspects of the Writing Rainbow: BOOMTASTASTICS, FANTASTICS AND GRAMMARTASTICS. In 
relation to this, our Art work was based on a Victorian artist: William Morris. We made baubles from his designs and calendars 

in his style. In science, we focused on different forms of electricity. We made circuits with bulbs, motors and buzzers. We                
experimented with different length of wire and studied the effects it had on different components.   

By Nuha and Zarah. 
  

   Year 5 

   Year 4 

We have also been enjoying learning about Vikings and writing our own mythical stories. Year 4 

have really shown off their descriptive writing skills with their excellent imaginations! You can 

look forward to reading them.  

They have all worked so hard and are definitely due a well deserved rest over the Christmas  

Holidays.  Year 4 are such a close knit group, we all get on so well and support each other everyday.     

Stay safe during the  holidays and enjoy spending time with your families.    

Mrs Jones & Mrs Rao 



Physical Education 
It has been fantastic to see the children continuing to enjoy PE and physical activity and continue to ensure the children receive 
their 2 hours of core PE every week.  

We have continued to follow our Covid Curriculum this past half term to ensure that we follow the government guidance as 
well as the Association for PE guidance regarding safe practice. 

Below is an overview of what each year group have been learning and developing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extra Curricular Clubs 

We have plans in place for extra curricular clubs at lunch and after school but with the current bubble restrictions we have had 
to delay the start of these.  

We as a school are committed to offering many different extra curricular opportunities to our children but with current         
restrictions we have decided to delay these plans as safety for the children is paramount. We are still hopeful we will be able to 
offer both lunch and after school clubs in the near future but with cross bubble restrictions and the staggered lunch times and 
pick up times we will not be able to offer the clubs as facilities and feasibility is not viable at present.  

Competitions and Sport 

We have started our virtual competitions this half term, we have completed the rugby, football and skipping challenges so far. 
All the points collected will be added to our house group total.  

Bikeability 

Reception and Year 1 have participated in Balance Bike Training this half term, they 
have been learning about safe riding and core balance. Year 6 will be completing 
their Bikeability Level 2. The children will learn to ride safely on the roads and also 
learn the laws of the road.  

 

Mr Griffin 

 Social Objective Physical Skills Themes 

Reception 

Year 1 

Play with others and help to 

share and take turns 

Agility Space and animals 

 

 

Year 2 Help, praise and encourage 

others within their learning. 

Agility Space and animals 

Y3 Work well with others with 

patience and support 

Agility Stepping stones and combination 

games 

Y4 Organise and guide others with 

cooperation 

Agility Stepping stones and combination 

games 

Y5 Preparing self for activity Agility and Coordination Raid games and Spikeball 

Y6 Planning own fitness Agility and Coordination Raid games and Spikeball 



 
The children have had a very successful first term despite the rather challenging backdrop of Covid.  
Year 4- 6 finally took their postponed LAMDA exams in October and achieved outstanding results.... 38 distinctions and              
4 merits. Well worth the wait!  
Special mention to Shakti, David, Finlay, Freya, Samarth (Y4) and Isabelle, Freya, Zara (Y5) and Ayan (Y6)  who all gained over 
90 marks. 
It’s wonderful to have so many confident and talented speakers in our school.   
 
After Christmas Years 1/2/3 will be preparing for their individual exams which will take place in March. Older years will be   
taking group exams in choral speaking and acting . So another busy term ahead!  
 
Poetry competitions were held last week for Year 2/3/4. Children had to source a poem and memorise and perform it in front 
of their class. The children and class teachers voted and the winners were :- 

 
  

 Y2    Alannah   Haashir    Aanav                                                                                            
 Y3    Georgina   Darcey   Daanish 
            Y4    Tanya   Freya   Shashank            
 
 
 
 

 

Merit certificates were awarded to the following children for their hard work,            
commitment and enthusiasm over the last few weeks.   

 
 Y1     Sumayyaah, Max  
 Y2    Aanav, Ismaeel, Sahana 
 Y3    Darcey, Hattie, Savan, Ellora  
 Y4    Ramanika, Katie, Rosie, Shashank  

 

 

I would like to say a big thank you to the following children for taking part in my YouTube 

 Charity Concerts, which premiered on Saturday 12th December.  They gave their talents so 

        enthusiastically, which was great to see:- 

 Yashvi, Saira, Theo, Sarah, Lana, Abdul-Muiz, Sienna, Sahana, Nuha, Haashir, Eesha, Savan, Izzy, Tayesha and Darcey. 

Thank you too to their families and friends for their amazing support for Cancer Research UK, helping us to raise the total (so 

far!) of £500.  It was wonderful to be able to share music-making virtually in this way in what has been a very challenging year. 

Pauline Hall 

Piano 



In this part of our newsletter we thought it would be a lovely idea to share news 

and information about people outside of school who help us in different ways.  

In recent months we’ve had a surge of people donating to our crisp packet         

recycling scheme. We’d like to say a huge thank you to everyone who has            

contributed throughout the recycling scheme so far.  In particular we wanted to say 

a special thank you to our oldest contributor, Dorothy Whitmore, who at 93 years 

of age has decided to help us on our journey to ridding the world of crisp packets 

that can take over 100 years to decompose. Dorothy has lived through many 

changes in this world and still wants to protect and preserve it. We are very      

grateful for her support in helping us collect and recycle as many crisp packets as 

we can. If we can learn anything from her, it would be that it’s never too late to 

start something and there’s always room to help look after the world we live in.  

Since Dorothy isn’t a fan of her photograph being taken we had an illustration  

completed by Miss Rankin’s highly-talented friend Simon, who has created a true      

likeness to Mrs Whitmore.  

Do you know someone close that has helped the Shrubbery in some way, no matter 

how small? If so, we want to hear about it. Email michelle@shrubberyschool.co.uk 

and it could be in next terms newsletter. 

Savan Sandhu-Irwin, currently in year 3, Mrs Whelan’s class, has had a story published, together with a short story by her 

Mummy, which is now available on Amazon.  The story originated from an English lesson set by Ms Rankin (when Savan was in 

Class 2JD) to write a story about a “Quest” when the school was “in lockdown” and she was being home tutored.  Savan wrote 

a story called “The Hidden Passage”.   

Being inspired by this, her Mother Kali, wrote a complimentary story.  Both deal with magical, mythical and  fantastical worlds, 

dealing with the subject of inclusion.  Savan’s Mum, Kali, arranged a publisher for the stories and after a six-month journey 

both stories have now been published into a paperback book, which however is currently only available for download on      

Kindle, but they will be available shortly in hard copy when copies will be donated to The Shrubbery School’s library for                   

everyone to share and  hopefully enjoy! 

This is amazing news!  We are so 

proud of you both! 



Nicola passed her virtual 

grade 1 flute exam with 

a merit!  

Congratulations! 

Yusef in Y3W has built this Lego Technic remote controlled 

car all on his own.  Wow!  Good work Yusef. 

Georgie received a 6R’s certificate on the last day of last term – 
for ‘her responsible attitude and the help and support she give to 
her peers and for never giving up when things challenge her’ .  
Well deserved Georgie. 

Logan has been busy at home making his 

own Christmas decorations. 

They look amazing! 



Our Winners of the Poetry competition!  Congratulations! 

 

   Winter 

 It’s winter and it’s freezing     

 But Christmas is very pleasing     

 Opening presents under the tree    

 Is really very fun for me! 

 Christmas is coming up      

 On 25th of December      

 And I’m sure that is      

 Easy for everyone to remember! 

 Giving Santa mince pies      

 And giving his reindeers carrots    

 To give them the energy      

 To fly around like parrots 

 The trees are covered in snow     

 The temperature is turning low    

 Christmas lights are starting to glow    

 And I hope that this poem did flow! 

 MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

  By Aanav Das 

Christmas 

Christmas is like walking into a cozy bakery     

On a rainy day.                

Or biting into a slice of freshly baked bread          

And feeling the warm, tingling sensation            

it sends throughout your body.      

December without Christmas is like            

sitting around a blazing campfire,                  

without marshmallows to roast                     

Or a deep blue twilight sky without       

shining,  shimmering stars to gaze at. 

 

Nuha Maryam Y6 



School Council 

This half term has seen the exciting formation of the School Council! A Chairman (Khaii), Vice Chairman (Ayan) and Secretary 

(Sienna) have been elected and two sub committees focussing on the environment and health and well being of the pupils 

formed.  The enthusiastic members are full of  ideas to enhance the school but would also like to hear from other pupils so 

will be finding ways to do this in the new year. 

Well done to Edward in Y3 who won the Christmas Cookie Recipe Competition. 

Very well deserved! 

Have a wonderful break with your families and we look forward to 

welcoming you all back on Thursday 7th January 2021. 

Stay safe everyone! 


