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Welcome to our Spring Term Newsletter 

Congratulations to us all for getting to the end of another half term during a pandemic. 

Here we are at the end of another half term, it continues to be a very trying time for us all in many respects. I am 

indebted to the staff at The Shrubbery for keeping everything going; from cleaning regimes, teaching online and 

ensuring that children at home and keyworkers continue to have the provision in school. I know we all have our 

fingers crossed for the moment that we are told that we can throw our doors open to every child. I continue to be 

proud of our children who are continuing to show resilience and manage their learning through these difficult 

times. A big shout out to you all. Thank you to parents, grandparents and carers for helping and supporting our 

children. We are all experts on Zoom and Google Classroom. 

Thank you to the many parents who have sent messages of thanks into school either by email, text, telephone or 

face to face on the drive, with regards to our remote learning provision. We have been really impressed with the 

engagement of the children and this is testament to the support that you are giving them as well as the               

professionalism and expertise of our staff to ensure that quality learning continues to take place. Teachers have 

said how much they have learned during this time of remote learning – you are never too old to learn a new skill! 

Don’t forget to share with us anything new that you can now do that you couldn’t do before lockdown. 

As you have been aware, we have had staff suffering from Covid. We now have a regular lateral testing program 

for  staff to test themselves twice a week or in the event they feel unwell. This will enable us to continue to      

monitor our staff’s health and keep the virus out of school as best we can. 

We hoped that you enjoyed taking part in Birdwatch and saw some wonderful birds in and around your garden. 

My favourite sighting was of a Harris hawk in the field when I fed the horses last weekend. A very special moment. 

Nature is a wonderful phenomenon. 
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The 9th February was Safer Internet Day. As we are spending more and more time on our devices we need to 

protect ourselves. The theme for this year is: An Internet we trust: exploring reliability in the online world. The 

children have taken part in assembly stories and activities to enable themselves to keep safe whilst having fun 

and learning. 

Below are some useful websites most have free resources to support parents/carers and practitioners in guiding 

children’s safety online. 

• www.saferinternet.org.uk UK Safer Internet has many free resources to support the age 3-7 age group including 

a video of “digiduck” who believes what he read on the internet and got his homework wrong- it gives advice on 

how to check facts. 

• www.nspcc.org.uk National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children also has resources for safeguarding 

children online - did you know that Instagram was the most used platform in child grooming crimes during       

lockdown April-June 2020? 

• https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/ Child Exploitation Online Protection Centre also has useful free   

resources. 

• https://www.childnet.com/ Childnet has useful free resources for parents and children. 

More details can also be found on the school website. 

Book Day will be on March 4th, however to keep the learning exciting, we will be doing a Book Week. This is 

where all of our teachers have pooled their ideas to come up with an exciting week for the children to participate 

in. I hope everyone, old and young will share what they have made, written and designed – we look forward to 

seeing some budding new authors. Think about creative ways in which you can present your work. We will have 

another Book Week later in the year, where we hopefully will be able to dress up and be all together. 

Science Week takes place from the 5th March. Your teachers will be exploring ideas around the learning of      

science, setting tasks, developing your child’s knowledge and investigative skills. Mr Griffin will also be posting 

work around keeping our bodies healthy and fit in addition to our daily work outs to start the day. 

We wish our staff and those within your families that are unwell a speedy recovery. Take care of yourselves over 

the February half term holiday, remain safe and socially distanced. As a school, we will be closely following the 

Government guidelines in the event of any changes that may occur and will keep you all informed as to any 

changes in our plans or how we are operating. 

School closes for half term on Friday 12th February 2021 and reopens on Monday 22nd February 2021 for        

keyworker children. 

 

Best Wishes 

Mrs A Lees 

http://www.saferinternet.org.uk
http://www.nspcc.org.uk
https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/
https://www.childnet.com/
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We also took part in the RSPB`s Big Garden Bird Watch. We 
enjoyed making bird seed feeders to hang up outside. We 
also completed bird watching charts with our parents at 
home before using them to create our own Nursery Bird 
Watching book.  

Early Years  

Nursery have spent this half term focusing on 3 of our favourite stories. Staff created a role play area and story 
tray for the children to explore and re-tell the story of ‘We`re Going on a Bear Hunt’. The children then chose 
the next two stories which were ‘The Three Billy Goats Gruff’ and ‘Little Red Riding Hood.’ We have been         
enjoying many fun activities related to these stories to  extend our learning.  

Reception have been working extremely hard on their Zoom sessions and doing some amazing art work. We also 
created fact files for extraordinary animals such as the duck billed platypus! 

What’s Been Happening Around Our School? 
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Year 1  

We have been learning about start constellations and have been having a go at making our own. Have a look 

at our images. 

 

We have enjoyed listening to a story, ‘How 

to catch a star.’ 

Over the next few days, we will be writing 

our own story. We have started by looking 

at a character description to start our work.  

Look at the super vocabulary that we use in 

Year 1. 
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Year 2 

Year 2 have been busy working on many different writing styles this half term.  

We've had two different topics in Literacy, one called 'Keeping Our World Beautiful' which focuses on the         

importance of looking after our environment and recycling, which helped us produce three text types;  a formal 

letter of complaint to a business, an acrostic poem and a short story.  

Our final topic was about Fairy Tales, the children have read familiar stories and then created their own. The    

language we are now using is exceptional, since our visit from Christine Perkins, the author of 'Jack Flynn and the 

Pirate Porthole', we've all tried to be authors and are expanding on our use of language, editing with greater    

independence and aiming for higher attainment levels.  

Our Towers, Tunnels and Turrets topic has given us lots of things to explore and investigate like the life inside a 

castle, we've used Google Earth to visit many castles around the world and have even create a menu for a        

Medieval Banquet which our chef Rob is going to recreate for us when we are all back together. The idea of this is 

very exciting! 

     



6 

 

Last weekend some of the children took part in a Virtual Climb. We added together the children’s climbing steps 

and Y3W managed to reach the top of Mount Snowdon!  What an achievement—well done! 

Olivia has been baking, following the 

‘Home School Bistro’ recipes from our 

school caterers; Holroyd Howe. 
Urban Graffiti Art 

Year 3 

Year 3 have been their usual, amazingly resilient selves and have been working hard with their live lessons and 

home learning since Christmas.  We have had a small number of keyworker children in school each day, who have 

also shown how resilient they can be. 

We have had lots of fun … even if we’ve had to do some things differently! 

Zooming Fun! 
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Year 4 

This half-term, Year 4 have been learning all about the digestive system and teeth. They have: 

 conducted an experiment with eggs to show tooth decay,  

 learnt about different teeth and the different jobs teeth do,  

 learnt how to classify animals by what teeth they have, 

 investigated animal skulls, and 

 looked at food chains and habitats to distinguish between consumers, producers, predators and prey.   

They have also researched about healthy eating and how to keep our bodies fuelled well. 

In English, they have written a non-chronological report and a formal letter    making sure all the correct features 

were present.   

They have also be working really hard in numeracy showing their understanding of negative numbers,  different 

angles and long multiplication.   

They have all been fabulous working so hard over Zoom and Google Classroom, they really are showing the     

definition of resilience.  
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Year 5 

This half-term, Year 4 have been learning all about the digestive system and teeth. They have: 

 conducted an experiment with eggs to show tooth decay,  

 learnt about different teeth and the different jobs teeth do,  

 learnt how to classify animals by what teeth they have, 

 investigated animal skulls, and 

 looked at food chains and habitats to distinguish between consumers, producers, predators and prey.   

Look at the detail in the sarcophagus, drawn by Cole. He 

has constructed it using his knowledge of making a net 

and drawn the image of Tutankhamun.  

Very careful work. Well done! 

And a sample of Year 5 writing by Stella. 
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Year 6 Written by Year 6—Zarah 

Frozen Kingdom Overview:  

This report will outline the work we have completed on the Frozen Kingdom Topic. I will include the subjects we 

have covered and some detail of the different aspects within each area and how I felt they helped the learning of 

this subject.  

Fact Files 

To start this topic, we completed multiple fact files about the different aspects of both the North and South pole 

which included facts about the landscape, precipitation, temperature, inhabitants etc. Collecting this data was 

very helpful to introduce us to our topic and provide us with some basic facts about the subject before we ex-

plored further.  

Comprehension 

We watched a fascinating documentary narrated by David Attenborough about Emperor Penguins. We then com-

pleted a comprehension about this documentary. Watching the documentary was very informative and I feel the 

use of this media made it easier to learn about this subject and also added an element of fun to the topic.  

Soap Sculptures 

The task given was to carve an animal of your choice, who inhabited either the Antarctic or Arctic, from a bar of 

soap. It was something I had never done before. Although I really enjoyed my Polar Bear carving experience it 

was extremely stressful as I accidentally decapitated the Polar bear on my first attempt! 

Non-Chronological Reports 

A non-chronological report outlines details about a subject organised into different areas.  

I completed a non-chronological report about Emperor Penguins. My report included information about their ap-

pearance, diet, and adaptations. Compared to the fact files these reports provided us with the opportunity to 

learn more about one particular subject. I also found as we were writing our own reports and not collecting data 

it helped me to learn more about the subject.  

Overall, I have really enjoyed this topic. I feel the wide variety of tasks we have done has made this subject really 

fascinating and has kept me interested. My favourite piece of work has been the non-chronological report as it 

has improved my understanding of the Emperor Penguins and the effect of climate change on their habitat. Being 

at home during this time can be difficult but these different types of task have helped us to keep learning.  

 

What a busy half term Year 6 have had! 


