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Welcome to our Spring Term Newsletter 

It has been absolutely fabulous to welcome all of the children back in to school after 

the Government’s announcement that we could open our doors again.  I had been  

looking forward to the moment when we could have all the children back in school. 

Two of the best moments for me was firstly seeing all their smiling faces coming up the 

drive in the morning and then later in the day, going out on to the playground and 

hearing their voices, happy and cheerful.  

Your children have shown resilience and many successes through the Lockdown period 

and I would like to send my special thanks to you all for your support for your children, 

but also the support and positivity towards the provision that we have provided. I am extremely proud of the staff 

for their dedication and continuity that they have provided during this uncertain time.  

This term we have partaken in Book Week where you dressed as your favourite book character and we even had   

an author join us. What a special moment for our children! Then we had Science Week where the children took 

part in experiments and learning about Science in our wonderful world. Thank you to our parents, who provided 

particular year groups with zoom Science sessions and even an in school session of dissecting a heart—this I      

always find fascinating! Then there was Red Nose Day where we dressed as a Superhero. This was my opportunity 

to dress as my Superhero—Sir David Attenborough, who is an inspirational men who has done so much for our 

planet.  Thank you for your generous donations, we raised £592—Wow! 

Our fantastic staff in the canteen made a cake Periodic Table for Science Week. (see the picture below) Learning 

whilst we enjoy our lunch has been a fabulous opportunity for our children. Each day there has been something 

different for their enquiring minds. The experiment of ‘Tasting with your Eyes’ was perhaps my favourite; the red 

juice being voted for being the best tasting, when in fact they were all the same but just different colours.         

Conclusive proof that we really do eat with our eyes! Look out for future events that our canteen staff will be    

supporting the children’s learning, with their clever ways of presenting and organising the food that we offer. 
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I am also extremely proud of our musicians that we have in school. It has been a pleasure to present individuals 

with Piano Certificates that they have achieved, learning such a wonderful skill on zoom with your piano teachers. 

What a superb achievement for you all! 

Mrs White and myself are now looking for ways in which we can develop the school further and take                     

The Shrubbery to new heights, looking in to the Music Service and a curriculum pathways to enhance our enrich-

ment offer. We are also looking in to getting a choir up and running. We want to raise our offer with the after 

school clubs that we are offering to your children—those will hopefully start to be put in to place after the Easter 

break. We will also be having future events weeks, so look out for those too.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of our pupils, Savan in Year 3, along with her mum, have written a book . It is a 

beautiful book with two stories in the they have written during Lockdown and have 

had it published. What a sense of achievement for mother and daughter and a 

beautiful cover too. They have used some wonderful descriptive vocabulary and 

the most beautiful  illustrations. Congratulations on this superb piece of work. 

 

As adults, we do not stop learning either. It has been a pleasure for me to take on the role of Headteacher at The 

Shrubbery School. As a commitment to the school, you as parents and our children, I have embarked on a study 

program myself. I am currently working towards my Senior Leaders Pathway, which is a program set by the ISA to 

capture commitment of its members to their own learning. This should take two years to complete but in true 

Shrubbery style, I have chosen to have completed this by mid April. This then gives me certification for ‘Higher 

Level Headship.’ As a result, my idea is then to input in to staff training and development through their              

Performance Management and interests, to help our school grow and shine.  

On Monday we took delivery of a pile of logs! Why you may ask. I am an advocate of Forest Schools of which I 

used to run in my previous school setting for a number of years. I would like to establish part of our site as an ar-

ea whereby we can take our children to do such activities. Special thanks to H & Son Tree & Garden Services for 

providing these and delivering them for free. This will be my job for the Easter holidays to set this area up so that 

we can use it throughout the Summer Term. I am really excited about this little project.  

As ever, on a closing note, I am open to any suggestions that you as parents have to move our school forward and 

also for your  children’s ideas. Our pupils have a voice and ideas which need to be heard, nurtured and acted   

upon.  A very ‘Happy Easter’ to you all. Stay safe and we look forward to a productive Summer Term.  

Mrs Amanda Lees 

Headteacher  
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It was great to see the children back in school on March 8th, after the lockdown 

home school learning via Zoom.  Thank you parents for your support in this       

challenging time.   

Some children helped Mrs Hodgetts to create this wall frieze, depicting their      

feelings and memories of lockdown.  We hope you like it.     
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Nursery had put together a new  

Pirate role play area! We included 

exciting resources such as a Pirate 

ship, books, pirate paper and pens, 

treasure,  dressing up clothes, 

even a plank to walk on for the  

unlucky ones!  

Early Years 

We have been writing letters 

to go in bottles. I wonder 

who will find them?  

 

We have been 

balancing by 

walking the 

plank! 
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As part of our new food topic, Reception have been cooking up a storm in our role-play café and kitchen. 

Anything with chocolate is a favourite! 
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Reception looked wonderful on World Book Day 
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Science week fun.  

Reception learned about how germs can be spread.  Using 

glitter to demonstrate, we rubbed hand cream on our palms 

then glitter. We then shook hands and were surprised  to see 

how much glitter (germs) had spread between our hands. 

We experimented washing our hands with just cold water. 

The germs were still there! The children agreed that we need 

warm water and lots of soap to wash away the germs      

completely. 

Nice and clean after using soap! 

 

Shaking hands  covered in glittery germs 

Washing in just water 

didn’t clean our hands. 
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Year 1  

We celebrated World Book Day with a talk from the author of ‘Stan and the Far Away 

Land’ Caroline Grant. She shared her inspiration behind the book and the children were 

able to ask her lots of questions. 

The children have really been enjoying our topic Paws, Claws and Whiskers. As part of our Eng-

lish work we read The Tiger Who Came to Tea by Judith Kerr and immersed ourselves in the 

story by having a real tea party with a tiger. This lead to children creating their own ideas for 

the story and suggesting other characters who come to visit for an adaptation of the story. We 

then created our own Non-fiction books about Tigers just in case he wanted to stay for longer 

we would know what to do! 
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As part of our Art lessons we learnt about the artist Henri Rousseau who painted a fa-

mous piece called ‘Tiger in a Storm’. We made observations about his work and then 

embarked on a collaborative piece where we each had a section of the painting to add 

colour to using different materials. In DT we designed and made our own food packag-

ing label for a tin of Tiger Food. We evaluated existing products, created a design criteri-

on which we used when planning our label and finally made it. The end products were 

amazing! 

In Maths we have covered multiplication by grouping and division by sharing and used our 

knowledge of counting in 2s, 5s and 10s to solve problems. Following on from that we 

learnt about place value and the value of each number in relation to tens and ones. More 

recently we have focussed on Time; making it and reading the time to o’clock and half past 

the hour as well as sequencing days of the week and months of the year.  
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Year 2 have identified changes to our outdoor areas due to Spring. We saw budding trees 

and noticed berries starting to grow on the bushes again ready for birds to eat. We felt 

the damp grass and noticed worms were more active now. We’ve used these findings as 

research to help us plan and write spring poems.  

 

We had a wonderful time celebrating our end of topic with a Medieval banquet now that 

we’re all back together. Rob use the children’s menu choices to create a bespoke               

3 course meal for them which consisted of pottage soup, a root vegetable stew or roast 

chicken dinner for main and for dessert mini apple pie and cream. Tall served by Emily 

and Mrs Ward. The children had some complimentary feedback for the day, “This is the 

best school dinner ever.” and “This is my favourite dessert.”  

Great fun was had by all and we’d like to share our thanks for all those who made it    

happen, it truly was received well by all of the children. The trouble is, now they want 

medieval banquets all the time! Watch out moms and dads!  

What’s Been Happening Around Our School? 
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In Science Week Year 2 spent time exploring different equipment to move water. They  

investigated how to move it from one container to another and identified if water can 

change shape. They used different forces like pushing and pulling to draw water into     

syringes and pipettes. The children really enjoyed using the equipment and moving water 

from petri dishes into larger containers.  
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Year 3 
As part of Book Week Eesha and Darcey drew maps of the settings in their books.  Y3W 

had a fun Zoom lesson with some                                                                                                                      

interesting characters! 

 

After listening to the story “A Piece of String”, Aahil created this                      

fantastic picture using the said material. 

We really enjoyed making mould and cast fossils during ‘Science Week’ and researched 

the famous English  fossil collector and palaeontologist Mary Anning. 

Is it a bird?  Is it a plane?  No … it’s Year 3 being Comic Relief superheroes! 
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Year 4 

Year 4 are on a ‘Roadtrip to the USA!’ for their topic this half term. 

 

Did you know that dreamcatchers originate from 

native America? Look at our hand made dream 

catchers! 

 

 

 

 

We stepped into char-

acter in book week and 

sent selfies to our 

friends! 

Year 4 enjoyed Science week so 

much! They were very lucky to 

have Zooms from some real sci-

entists! They created posters of 

all the amazing facts they learnt. 

They were very much inspired by 

Dr Mutingwende, Miss Louise 

O’Reilly and Dr Yang. We thank 

them for their amazing input into 

our week.   
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During lockdown, Year Five were sentence stacking; building up a story based on  

‘The Nowhere Emporium’. They have been applying many skills and techniques in their writing 

 and during half term, they  put the piece of writing together . They all worked very hard on  

their  narratives. 

 

The children are very proud of their achievements and their beautifully presented work. 

 

Well done to you all for your hard work and perseverance when writing.  

Ibrahim Akbar Freya Richardson 
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Haadi Amin 
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YEAR 6: SCHOOL IS WHERE THE HEART IS 

Monday 8th March saw the return of the pupils of The Shrubbery School      

following the UK’s second lockdown due to Covid 19. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

After returning to school, Year 6 

bounced back into the daily school    

routine. The pupils’ new topic is       

‘Blood Heart’ focusing on the human 

circulatory system.  

 

During science week, Dr Kishore paid 

Year 6 a visit to demonstrate a sheep’s 

heart dissection. Year 6 then               

independently carried out their own  

dissection which they found extremely 

fascinating.  

        

Year 6 observed tendons (which hold  

the valves in position) and the four 

chambers including: the left ventricle, 

the right ventricle, the left atrium and 

the right atrium. 

Year 6 wrote newspaper articles 

about returning to school after the 

second lockdown using formal       

reporting language. 

        

Recently, pupils have been reading a 

wonderful book ‘Pig Heart Boy’ by 

Malorie Blackman (the winner of the 

Children’s Laureate between 2013-

2015). 

“I think it is an incredibly touching 

story because it makes me question 

my beliefs and the sense of right or 

wrong” commented Nuha. 

Pupils have been debating the pros 

and cons of  

xenotransplantation and have 

produced balanced arguments. 

The class have been studying 

river systems and have         

explored the features that can 

be observed at each stage of 

river development.  The       

processes of erosion and      

deposition have been            

investigated in the                 

development of meanders.   

The advantages and               

disadvantages of our river     

use has been analysed.  

Year 6 have created some  

beautiful art work, focusing on 

line and colour, with the heart 

as their inspiration.  

Pupils in year 6 also designed 3D 

Mother’s day cards. 
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ISA Decorate an Easter Egg Competition 
Here are just a selection of the entries.  Thank you all so much for your hard work. 

A big congratulations to Paynton, for receiving Highly Commended ! 

Well done Paynton! 

 

Winner 
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Spring Term French at The Shrubbery School 

As we celebrated World Book Day this term, our French work in Key Stage Two has been mainly based 

around a much-loved book ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ or in French ‘La Chenille qui fait des Trous.’ 

The French title actually means The Caterpillar who made some holes! All of the classes looked at the 

book, at different levels, of course. It was amazing how much of the French we already knew, for       

example: days of the week, numbers, fruit and some of the other tasty food.  

First of all, we watched the animation of French children reading the story then Madame Acton then 

read the story more slowly. The children in Years 3 and 4 listened carefully for French words that they 

recognized in the book. While Years 5 and 6 were really impressed that, with a little help, they could 

draw on their prior knowledge to translate most of the story. We then enjoyed making our own        

mini-books of the story and practised reading them aloud using our best French accents and superb 

pronunciation! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that French children do not believe in the Easter Bunny? In-

stead, they love hearing the story  about the church bells or ‘Les Cloches De 

Pâques’, that fly back from Rome on Easter Sunday, scattering chocolate treats 

as they go!  
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School Council 

Due to lockdown the school council have only been able to meet a few times this term but 

this has not curbed their enthusiasm and much has been achieved. 

Each class now has a suggestion box made by individual members where the children can 

post ideas of things they would like to see happening in the school.  These ideas will then 

be collected and discussed at council meetings. This ensures that all pupils have “a voice”. 

The members wanted to extend the excellent work Year2 are doing with the collection and 

recycling of crisp packets and so an additional two collection points have been created with 

the aim of developing one point into a recycling centre. 

Next half term will see two themed days with the first being on Thursday 22nd April with a 

“Wear Green” event to celebrate “Earth Day”, (April being International Garden Month) 

and the proceeds going towards our Forest Schools Project. 
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Some of the children made bookmarks during Book Week.  I was very impressed with 

their creativity.    Have  a look at the display in the porch. 

The winners were Lishaan, Sumayyah (year 1), Amelia, Alannah (year 2), Lenisha, Ani-

ka (year 3) and Annika, Caitlin and Rosie (year 4). 

But everyone has won a certificate for their fantastic bookmarks.  You can have the 

bookmarks back next term when we take the display down.  Thank you for taking part. 

Mrs Hodgetts 

BOOKMARK COMPETITION 
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Speech and Drama 

 

It is so lovely to be back teaching the children face to face again and they have all resumed 

lessons with great enthusiasm. All year groups are busily preparing for their forthcoming 

exams which are being held over 3 days 25th-27th May. Students should use the Easter 

break to practice and memorize their pieces. They all have information in their books 

about what is required. Any questions do not hesitate to contact me personally. 

Half term merit certificates were awarded to the following children for their continued 

hard work, commitment and enthusiasm. 

 

Y1  Jared, Anna 

Y2 Alannah, Bobby Boy, Layanne 

Y3 Darcey, Edward, Eesha, Lenisha 

Y4 Tanya, Isla, Samarth 

Y5  Freya, Haadi 

Y6 Ayan, Tanisha, Nuha 

 

Well done! We certainly have some talented speakers and actors at The Shrubbery School . 

Wishing you all a relaxing break and a very Happy Easter,  

 

Mrs Smith  


