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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E
It’s that time of year for my brief 4th quarter newsletter
message. In August we sent one of our youths to the
Ascend Wilderness Experience to Stoddard and Doe
Lakes in the Trinity Alps Wilderness. We sponsored
Aubrey Champlin, daughter of Alison Pick. She gave us
a talk at our September meeting about her experience.
She was a little shy about speaking in front of a group
of people, so we let her speak from her chair. After a 
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Aubrey Champlin (top of photo with mule)
was chosen to participate in the
Stockmanship & Stewardship Teen
Internship with Ascend Wilderness
Experience in August. She had so much fun
she wants to participate again next year. 
See more, page 4

behind her. This is what makes you proud
as a group organization like the BCH that
you make a difference in the lives of our
youth members through programs like
this. I give thanks to Sam Burrows of the
Shasta Trinity Unit and his crew for working
with all the youths that were there. I am
proud to make my message here that this
is what BCH is all about, showing them the
great outdoor experience is for all to enjoy
and that they will be the next generation to
carry this legacy on for all to enjoy, whether
you are a hiker, a horse person or one that
just enjoys the outdoors, this country is for
all to enjoy. 
President Robert Robustellini
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W E E K  O F  L E A R N I N G

you would not get injured, how to use the saw in a way
that it would not bind on you, using wedges so it
would not bind, make sure you have a safe place to go
if the log rolls or falls the wrong way. 
Clearing brush from the trails and make sure the trail
is wide enough for hikers, horses and pack strings.
Clearing trails through burned out timber and getting
black from clearing the burned timber, and how to get
along with others in the group and make sure that no
one is put in danger because of your actions or
someone else’s actions. She feels this experience has
made her a better person and how to get along with
others. She was glad to have had the opportunity to
participate in this event. She plans to attend more
events like this and Top of the State Unit will be 

few questions were
asked about her
participation in the
event, she was no shy
girl. She told us about
her experience at
clearing trails. How to
read a log before you cut
it with a crosscut saw so  



S I S - Q - T R A I L S
A publication of the Backcountry Horsemen 

of California Top of the State Unit
Editor: Michele Machado Woods
Editor email: meechele418@gmail.com
Publisher email: topofthestate-bch@outlook.com
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is an independent publication with news and
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and advertisements that
appear in SIS-Q-TRAILS do not necessarily reflect
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officers and members. Nor does publication of said
articles and advertisements constitute an
endorsement of views or of the goods or services
offered therein that they may express. Accuracy of
all material is the sole responsibility of the authors.
BCHC TOS is not responsible for unsolicited
material of any kind.
SUBMISSIONS AND DEADLINES: The Top of the
State Unit welcomes new member contributions,
club news, events, calendar dates, and items of
interest that you wish to have submitted in the
next issue of the newsletter. These need to be
submitted by the 15th of the month and will be
printed as space is available. This newsletter is
edited and published four times per year.
Submission deadline dates: March 15, June 15,
September 15, and December 15
Publication dates: January 1, April 1, July 1, and
October 1
Send all information (text, photos and/or images)
to newsletter editor/publisher email addresses
listed above.

This newsletter is a document of communication
that disseminates information of the Top of the
State Unit of the BCHC covering schedules,
information, philosophy and historical materials
pertinent to the participants of the back country of
Northern California.
1. Perpetuate the common sense use and
enjoyment of horses in America’s back country
and wilderness.
2. Assist the various government and private
agencies in their maintenance and management
of said resources.
3. Educate, encourage and solicit active
participation in wise and sustaining use of the
back country by horsemen and the general public.
4. Work to ensure that the public lands remain
open to recreational stock use.
5. Foster and encourage the formation of new
state backcountry horsemen organizations.

Learn more about Backcountry Horsemen of
California: https://www.bchcalifornia.org/

PHILOSOPHY AND PURPOSE
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Unit Briefs
Board of Directors opening
We have one urgent Unit Director vacancy for the 
2-year term through 2027. Board of Directors
responsibilities and requirements:

Must be a BCHC member in good standing
Serve a two-year term
Attend monthly meetings 
Help manage the affairs, property, business and
control of policy of the organization
Bring new, fresh ideas!

Contact Robert Robustellini at (530) 468-5636 or
muletrackstoo@gmail.com for more info.

Carter Meadows fuels reduction plan
The Klamath National Forest is in the early planning
stages for a potential fuels reduction and meadow
restoration project in the Carter Meadows and Trail
Creek areas in the Salmon/Scott River Ranger
District. KNF leaders have invited our Unit leadership
to consult with them on these plans and we plan to
work closely with them regarding impacts to
equestrian campgrounds and trails in that area. We
will update this story as more information becomes
available. A formal public comment period will be
available, but the date for that opportunity has not
been announced.

Apply for Hike the Hill opportunity
The BCHC State Board of Directors has decided to
financially support a BCHC member to participate in
the annual Hike the Hill trek to Washington, D.C.,
scheduled for Feb. 28-March 4, 2027. The BCHA
Director of Public Lands makes this trip annually
and is usually accompanied by the then current
chair of BCHA. The selected BCHC member will
coordinate with BCHA representatives regarding the
event. People that BCHA/BCHC meet with in
Washington D.C. are interested in real world
experiences, so desirable qualifications for
applicants include packing experience and public
lands project experience. The selected person is
expected to attend and present at the next State
Board of Directors meeting following participation
in Hike the Hill. If you are interested in this
opportunity, please see DOCUMENTS & FORMS,
Public Lands section on the BCHC website for
Requirements and the Application Form. Link:
https://www.bchcalifornia.org/documents-
forms/#PublicLands

If you would like to support our Unit and/or BCHC with a
tax-deductible donation, please go to the BCHC website,
www.bchcalifornia.org, and scroll to the “Support Our
Cause” section to find a “Donate” button. If you want to
designate your donation for the Top of the State Unit,
please select Education Fund and add a note that your
donation is for our Unit’s Education Fund. The donation
site will automatically send a thank you letter to you
acknowledging receipt of the donation. 

G I V E  T O  B C H C

Welcome New Members!
Desiree Hardin

Lavina & Michael Smith

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bchcalifornia.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExTlF3WDBPQXRhQWdWV2RkbnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR5DGZDC4PVNgeDdf5Z1ZWRMSCr6flIUWtuwtSr-0auJwYAalJywx7W5TdngLg_aem_AaMsQQ5PgY-OTuJEHmznwQ&h=AT13Rx5DdLCq_SFXGd86Xi7NtveiUmob09XhxjP0KGN_GTHxMt7xrqvr0oMz6fZ6Ecg3HwR5UnS0QsmQcHRhuXuxSM0tmQn8YFObJmBxlgwui9fe3TIon3YCd0rQcOeeJP1vqxzKBA6QckIH_Vk&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT1RI5jx-CCni95QDHxNxgDVtcZOBzlUNW7vP06v5Moe7ipZrn0o74dn5FoKtS7WVpiKJ-GxQA61AuYNJ5wQM8PlDvT9P9NbC0AycJ2RRH35JX0vsKd9IWpfbyNSIjryc53_TOeJmyIhhzHIztm4gKrGeqwI28bKf7Jo9LAeNMIrMK9AzhN4VnJFjkVDVyOn5-mMhgIsoy-0EwGUrjaAi3jeJA


IDEAS
FOR 2027
EVENTS 

MEETING FORMATS

BACKCOUNTRY
EDUCATION

TRAIL ETIQUETTE
& LEAVE NO

TRACE
We’d like to host a

series of seminars, open
to the public, to educate
all trail users about trail
etiquette and Leave No

Trace Principals.
Seminars would be in
cooperation with local

businesses and the
Forest Service. 

SNAIL MAIL
WORKS!

In an effort to reach
more members, we’ll

mail monthly or
quarterly flyers to

all members and this
newsletter to those
who don’t have email
or internet access. 

In order to get more
participation in our

monthly board
meetings, we’ll look at

scheduling a “fun”
element after some
meetings, like a BBQ
potluck meal, cowboy

poetry around a
campfire, or a group

trail ride. 

Educational events for
high-lining, packing & trail
stewardship at a local
campground
Dutch Oven cooking demo
and competition
More trail rides throughout
the year
Scavenger Hunt/Lingo rides
Mule Appreciation Day
Equine bodywork demos by
local clinicians
Basic farrier skills
Backcountry first aid
Emergency preparedness

We envision creating a
youth educational

program that would
culminate in a trail

clearing and overnight
packing trip on a local

historical trail. Program
would be in partnership

with the Outfitter’s
Legacy Project and the

Forest Service.

AT OUR
SEPTEMBER 3

BOARD
MEETING WE
COLLECTED
IDEAS FROM
MEMBERS

ADDITIONAL IDEAS
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Photo courtesy of Betsy Stapleton

Article by Betsy Stapleton
On July 22, six Scott River Watershed
Council Youth Environmental Summer
Studies (YESS) interns were introduced to
horse packing by Backcountry Horsemen
Top of the State Unit volunteers Robert
Robustellini and Mathilda Barr. YESS is a
summer youth employment and education
program teaching youth employment skills
and practical environmental science. The
YESS interns learned that many
backcountry trails were established by
stock use and that horses and mules are
still used today to haul supplies into the
backcountry for trail maintenance and fire
fighting in remote areas. 
Mathilda started the afternoon by showing
how to catch the horse, Apache, and
shared that it is necessary to brush Apache
and clean his feet before starting to load
the pack gear, just like making sure that
you don’t have rocks in your shoes before
starting a long hike. Interns learned that
horses are prey animals and naturally enter
a “flight mode” when scared or anxious and
that there are ways to reassure the horse
and help them relax and feel safe. Basic
“horse language” was taught so that
interns could read when the horse was
relaxed. How to safely pass a pack team on
the trail was explained and then practiced.
Two teams of interns were challenged with
a variety of tools to pack into pack bags,
weigh to make sure the loads were 
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Interns learn valuable equine, packing tips

Don’t miss
our end-of-
year events!

balanced, and explain why they
selected the tools and loaded
them the way they did. Tips on
how to improve the packing
were given and then the
Apache was loaded. Interns
took turns leading Apache as if
they were out on trail. Some
interns had never been close to
a horse before and were
pleased to learn that Apache
liked being petted and given
cookies. 

One intern reported “I learned
that horse packing is more
complicated than I thought and
that horses aren’t like a machine
- they have feelings!” Mathilda
and Robert said that they
enjoyed the interns’ enthusiasm
and that the youth were very
polite and asked good
questions. Apache said, “I liked
the horse cookies and being
petted”. All and all, it was a fun
and informative afternoon.

OCT. 1
7 p.m.

Board of Directors Meeting

Location: Grenada Fire Hall

Members and the public
are always welcome to
attend our monthly
meetings.

Check out the following
pages for more event
flyers!

OCT. 10
All Day

BCHC State Board of 

Directors Meeting

Location: Hilmar, CA

NOV. 5
7 p.m.

Membership Meeting

Location: Fort Jones

City/Community Hall

DEC. 3
7 p.m.

Board of Directors Meeting

Location: Grenada Fire Hall

DEC. 5
5 p.m. (Happy Hour) 

6 p.m. (Dinner)

Christmas Party 

Location: Fort Jones

City/Community Hall

Meal: Ham and turkey

provided; please bring a

side dish or appetizer.

Gift exchange and raffle:

Yes!
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Ride with us at the
Bacigalupi Ranch!

Group trail ride and BBQ potluck lunch
October 3, 2026
Please join the BCHC Top of the State Unit
for a group trail ride at the Bacigalupi
Ranch in the foothills near Little Shasta.
Ride will be approximately 7-8 miles on
moderate terrain with some rocks.
When: PLEASE arrive by no later than 
9 a.m.; ride starts at 9:30 a.m.
Address: 13632 Ball Mountain Little Shasta
Road, Montague; follow BCHC signs to
trailer parking and potluck lunch location.
Message us for directions.
Members only? Yes, all riders must be
current BCHC members. Non-members
wanting to ride will need to sign up to be a
member before or on the day of the event
($60 for one-year membership, $75 for a
family). All youth riders age 17 and under
MUST wear an equestrian helmet.
Cost: Free
RSVP: YES by September 30 if you plan to
attend the potluck lunch. We’ll need a firm
headcount so we can purchase enough
hamburgers and buns. 

BBQ potluck lunch at the ranch: If you
want to stay for lunch after the ride, please
bring a potluck dish to share. Non-
members are welcome to join us for lunch.
We anticipate the lunch will start around
12:30 or 1 p.m. for anyone planning to join
just for lunch.



OObbssttaacclleessObstacles
HHaalllloowweeeennHalloween

OOccttoobbeerr  2244,,  22002266October 24, 2026

Challenge your

horse or Mule

on our spooky

course!

9:30 A.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Practice only

come & go all day

7330 Sterchi Ln.

Big Springs, CA

96064

Hosted by Backcountry Horsemen of California Top of the State Unit.
Riders 17 years old and younger must wear an equestrian helmet. No dogs on course.

Questions: Call or text Michele at 817-308-0258

Free* & open to thepublic!*Donations Welcome
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