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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  M E S S A G E
Are you ready for a busy Spring? We sure are!
Your Rendezvous planning committee is putting the
finishing touches on the schedule for the April 11-13 event at
the Equestrian Center at Rolling Hills Casino in Corning. You
don’t want to miss our diverse array of educational clinics
featuring everything from horse trainer Bryan Neubert, to
chainsaw and crosscut saw clinics with Dan Chartier and
Dave Moser, to an equine dentistry clinic with Unit member
Scott Essex, DVM, to Leave No Trace Core classes, to classes
to learn more about saddle fitting or emergency
preparedness or equine bodywork or trail work tools or
lightweight horse camping.... and the list goes on and on.
Learn more: https://www.bchcalifornia.org/rendezvous.html.
I want to personally thank Jamie and Scott Essex for taking
leadership on organizing and assembling area youth and
coaches for two youth packing teams to learn and compete
in the Youth Packing competition at Rendezvous. Our Unit
leadership, Essex Veterinary and Etna Creek Outfitters have
graciously offered to sponsor these two teams to get to
Rendezvous. See page 6 for a full story.
In January, I attended the 2025 Wilderness and Primitive
Trails Summit in Eureka. This event, hosted by the Bigfoot
Trail Alliance, was important for our North State BCHC Units
as we continue to forge partnerships with Northern
California and Southern Oregon volunteer trail work
organizations that have similar missions and goals. At this
meeting, I was introduced to Trevor Meyer with the Siskiyou
Mountain Club based in Ashland. Since then, we scheduled
with Trevor a chainsaw classroom and field training and
certification opportunity on March 28-29. If you could not
make these dates, but still want to become a certified
sawyer, Trevor has scheduled additional training dates for
May 10-11 for chainsaw and May 17-18 for crosscut. Keep in
mind that these opportunities are open to all SMC
volunteers so space is limited. Reach out to me for more
information and steps needed to sign up for these events.
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The cover photo for this edition features our
youth packers learning and practicing to
attend the 2025 Rendezvous Youth Packing
competition on April 12-13. Eight youngsters
and their four coaches have been practicing
each Sunday at Double H Ranch in Yreka.
Big thanks to Pat Hampton-Hayes for
lending her fantastic facility for the practices!

It’s very important that we have more certified
sawyers and eager volunteers because there is
a lot of work to be done this year in our area
forests and campgrounds. We’ve scheduled
with the Klamath National Forest and PCTA a
campout at Grider Creek Campground for PCT
log-out work on April 18-20 and we’re
scheduled to be at Carter Meadows for a
multi-Unit work event on June 4-8. See story
on page 4 for more information. 
Happy Trails!
Michele Machado Woods
Unit President and Newsletter Editor
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Publication Information: The SIS-Q-TRAILS Top of
the State Unit newsletter is published quarterly. It
is an independent publication with news and
information of interest to Unit members.
DISCLAIMER: Articles and advertisements that
appear in SIS-Q-TRAILS do not necessarily reflect
the position or opinion of the BCHC, TOS Unit or its
officers and members. Nor does publication of said
articles and advertisements constitute an
endorsement of views or of the goods or services
offered therein that they may express. Accuracy of
all material is the sole responsibility of the authors.
BCHC TOS is not responsible for unsolicited
material of any kind.
SUBMISSIONS AND DEADLINES: The Top of the
State Unit welcomes new member contributions,
club news, events, calendar dates, and items of
interest that you wish to have submitted in the
next issue of the newsletter. These need to be
submitted by the 15th of the month and will be
printed as space is available. This newsletter is
edited and published four times per year.
Submission deadline dates: March 15, June 15,
September 15, and December 15
Publication dates: January 1, April 1, July 1, and
October 1
Send all information (text, photos and/or images)
to newsletter editor/publisher mailing or email
addresses listed above.

This newsletter is a document of communication
that disseminates information of the Top of the
State Unit of the BCHC covering schedules,
information, philosophy and historical materials
pertinent to the participants of the back country of
Northern California.
1. Perpetuate the common sense use and
enjoyment of horses in America’s back country
and wilderness.
2. Assist the various government and private
agencies in their maintenance and management
of said resources.
3. Educate, encourage and solicit active
participation in wise and sustaining use of the
back country by horsemen and the general public.
4. Work to ensure that the public lands remain
open to recreational stock use.
5. Foster and encourage the formation of new
state backcountry horsemen organizations.

Unit bylaws, membership form and more:
https://tos-bchc.com/forms

PHILOSOPHY AND PURPOSE

PRESIDENT
Michele Machado Woods  
(817) 308-0258
meechele418@gmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT
Debbie Bacigalupi   
(650) 417-1674
dbacigalupi@gmail.com

SECRETARY
Alan Woods   
(530) 408-8809
rogue4444@yahoo.com

TREASURER
Caralee Scala     
(530) 459-5788

BOARD MEMBERS
Ashley Adkins 
(541) 890-0888
Ashadkins88@yahoo.com
Kyle Adkins   
(541) 621-1254
roguegreasetraps@gmail.com
Laurie Robustellini     
(530) 468-5636
muletrackstoo@gmail.com
Janice Rushton   
(530) 598-8650
kjrushton49@yahoo.com

1 VACANT BOARD SPOT

ALTERNATE BOARD MEMBERS
Gail Lyons     
(530) 467-3137
jglyons@sisqtel.net
Michael Stapleton     
(530) 598-6164
frenchcreek@gmail.com

ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY
Michael Stapleton     
(530) 598-6164
frenchcreek@gmail.com

EDUCATION
Debbie Bacigalupi   
(650) 417-1674
dbacigalupi@gmail.com

E-NOTICES
Penny Wells-Thomas   
(530) 468-2715
pwells@sisqtel.net

FISH PLANTS
Don Menne   
(530) 598-0290

GRANTS
Joe Croteau 
(530) 643-9397
 jennbull63@gmail.com

GROUP RIDES
Michele Machado Woods 
(817) 308-0258
meechele418@gmail.com

Laurie Robustellini 
(530) 468-5636
muletrackstoo@gmail.com

2 0 2 5  L E A D E R S H I P
HISTORIAN
Kathryn Matthews   
(530) 842-5872
hereinyreka@gmail.com

INSURANCE
Michele Machado Woods 
(817) 308-0258
meechele418@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP
Jennifer Bull     
(530) 643-9397
jennbull63@gmail.com

NEWSLETTER/SOCIAL MEDIA
Michele Machado Woods  
(817) 308-0258
meechele418@gmail.com

PARADES
VACANT

PARLIAMENTARIAN
Robert Robustellini     
(530) 468-5636
muletrackstoo@gmail.com

PROGRAMS & EVENTS
Debbie Bacigalupi   
(650) 417-1674
dbacigalupi@gmail.com

PUBLIC LANDS
Mike Journey 
(530) 468-2821
mikejourney@gmail.com

Michael Stapleton     
(530) 598-6164
frenchcreek@gmail.com

SCHOLARSHIP
Penny Wells-Thomas     
(530) 468-2715
pwells@sisqtel.net

SUNSHINE
Sherry Glendenning     
(530) 598-7466
sherhorse@sisqtel.net

VOLUNTEER HOURS
Michele Machado Woods 
(817) 308-0258
meechele418@gmail.com

WEB MASTER
Kathryn Matthews     
(530) 842-5872
topofthestate-bch@gmail.com

WORK PARTY TEAM LEADER
Robert Robustellini     
(530) 468-5636
muletrackstoo@gmail.com
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First Aid/CPR class on April 5
Chainsaw and crosscut sawyers get first priority for
this opportunity to satisfy the Forest Service sawyer
certification requirements. If you are a certified
sawyer or aspiring sawyer and already have a current
first aid/CPR card, you do not need to attend this
class. Here are the details for the class:
When: April 5, 9 a.m. to approximately 2 p.m.
Where: Covenant Chapel, 200 Greenhorn Road, Yreka
RSVP required? YES. Please contact Michele at 817-
308-0258 or Robert at 530-340-5166 no later than
April 1.

Please watch the Unit website, Facebook page and 
Unit emails for continued updates.

.
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T O P  O F  T H E  
S T A T E  U N I T  

2 0 2 5  A C T I V I T I E S

April 3
April 5
April 11-13 
April 18-20
April 26 
May 1 
May 29
June 4-8
June-Sept.

July 10
Aug. 7 
Aug. 6-10 
Sept. 4 
Sept. 20 
Oct. 2 
Oct. 3-4
Oct. 18
Nov. 6 
Dec. 4

BOD Meeting, Casa Ramos, Yreka, 6:30 p.m.
First Aid/CPR training, Yreka, 9 a.m.
BCHC Rendezvous, Rolling Hills Casino, Corning
Grider Creek PCT southbound log-out work
Spring tune-up, Mill Creek Ranch, Quartz Valley
BOD Meeting, Fort Jones City Hall, 7 p.m.
BOD June Meeting, Yreka, location TBD, 6: 30 p.m.
Carter Meadows work weekend
Work Party projects in cooperation with the 
Klamath National Forest and other partners
BOD Meeting, Fort Jones City Hall, 7 p.m.
BOD Meeting cancelled
Siskiyou Golden Fair, Yreka
BOD Meeting, Fort Jones City Hall, 7 p.m.
Deer Mountain Group Ride, TBD
BOD Meeting, Yreka, location TBD, 6:30 p.m.
BCHC Fall BOD Meeting, location TBD
Halloween Obstacle event, Big Springs
Membership Meeting, Fort Jones City Hall, 7 p.m.
BOD Meeting, Yreka, location TBD, 6:30 p.m.

Visit the Top of the State Unit website at 
https://tos-bchc.com/

Visit our Unit’s Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/bchctopofthestate/

 Welcome new members!
Alison Pick and Aubrey Champlin

Pat Hampton-Hayes

Unit Briefs

Advertisers needed! Contact Michele at
meechele418@gmail.com for more info.

Board of Directors opening
We have one Director opening for the 2025-
27 term that we need to fill ASAP. Board of
Directors responsibilities and requirements:

All Directors must be BCHC members in
good standing
Serve a two-year term
Attend monthly meetings (first Thursday
of each month)
Help manage the affairs, property,
business and control of policy of the
organization
Bring new, fresh ideas and fill open
chairperson roles

Contact Unit President Michele Machado
Woods at meechele418@gmail.com or 817-
308-0258 for more info.

https://tos-bchc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/bchctopofthestate/
mailto:meechele418@gmail.com


Grider PCT work scheduled

Article by Michele Machado Woods
In January, representatives from the Redwood, Shasta Trinity and Top of the
State Units attended the 2025 Wilderness and Primitive Trails Summit in
Eureka. This event, hosted by the Bigfoot Trail Alliance, was important for
our Units as we continue to forge partnerships with Northern California and
Southern Oregon volunteer trail work organizations that have similar
missions and goals. In past years, the Bigfoot Trail Alliance and Ascend
Wilderness Experience have partnered with BCHC Unit packers to transport
tools, gear, food and other supplies into our wilderness areas for important
trail work. More supporting pack trips are scheduled for Summer 2025,
primarily with Shasta Trinity Unit packers. 
At this meeting we also learned of an opportunity to schedule sawyer
training and certifications with Siskiyou Mountain Club. We are very thankful
for this opportunity and look forward to working more with Siskiyou
Mountain Club, based in Ashland, in the future.
We heard so many kind words from these partner groups, the Forest Service
and CCC at this summit, and it inspired us to keep building these
relationships in an effort to get the most work done. Likewise, increased
cooperation will help with educating trail work partners on stock use in the
backcountry. We’re looking forward to attending the Trails Summit in 2026! 

Forging trail work partnerships  

Learn more: 
ascendwilderness.org/
www.bigfoottrail.org/
siskiyoumountainclub.org/

Article and photo by Michele
Machado Woods
As we wait for the snow to
melt on the trails and
campgrounds at the higher
elevations, we have scheduled
a Pacific Crest Trail log-out
weekend on April 18-20 on the
southbound trail out of Grider
Creek TH. This work will be
done with chainsaws on foot
because the trail is too
dangerous for safe stock use
at this time. Sawyers must
provide their own saws and
PPE. Swampers are also
needed for this event.
The poison oak and ticks will
be out at this location, so
please wear appropriate
clothing and bring repellent.

Your work party leaders for this
event are Michele and Alan
Woods. Please contact Michele
at 817-308-0258 if you can join.
The campground will be open
for dry camping.

Carter Meadows work: We
have scheduled our Carter
Meadows work weekend for
June 4-8, 2025. This event will
feature members from the
Top of State, Shasta Trinity
and Redwood Units, and we’ll
be doing all necessary work to
clean up the campgrounds,
repair corrals, and log out the
nearby trails, including the
PCT, with chainsaws where
allowed and crosscut saws in
the wilderness areas. This is a
family-friendly event and we
need all types of volunteers to
get the most work done. 
Campers and day workers are
welcome. Contact Michele if
you want to camp so we can
schedule meal prep plans.
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Article by Michele Machado Woods
We had nearly 50 members and
guests at our Corned Beef and
Cabbage potluck dinner on Saturday,
March 15. 
The food was amazing and there was
plenty of visiting and catching up
done by all as we welcomed Spring
and updated attendees on the
trail/campground work and riding
events we are planning for 2025! 
Thanks to everyone who donated
items for the raffle and dessert
auction. We had a nice mix of raffle
items donated by members and local
businesses. 
More thanks to everyone who
donated their time to decorate the
hall and prepare food. 
All proceeds from this fundraising
event will help our Unit sponsor two
youth packing teams at 2025
Rendezvous. 
We’re also planning to have a prize
raffle in the coming months to help
fund a North State packing intern.
More information will be available
soon, so stay tuned!

March dinner always a fun social event

Photos by Michele Machado Woods
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Photo by Michele Machado Woods

Michele and Alan Woods opened their equine
obstacle course on March 22 for practice and tune
up for the Rendezvous trail obstacle course event.
We had about eight attendees, including a special
guest, Ruby the donkey, brought by Lori Luddon.
Ruby did great on all of the obstacles, and the
other equines in attendance “enjoyed” keeping a
close eye on Ruby. 
This extra obstacle for many of the equines is a
great reminder that you never know what you may
encounter out on our mountain trails and
desensitizing beforehand is very valuable to ensure
everyone stays safe.

Obstacle fun with special guest
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The Rendezvous planning
committee is excited to
offer this list of clinics:

TrailMeister seminars on
four topics (see page 9)
Horse and mule training
with Jeff Gleason and
Bryan Neubert
Equine body work
(Masterson Method)
with Carrie Owan
Equine Dental with
Scott Essex, DVM
Saddle Fitting with
Susan Hartje
Shoeing and Hoof Care
with Diane Greene
Preparing for
evacuations with Katie
Thorn and North Valley
Animal Disaster Group
Backcountry first aid
and leg bandaging with
Christine Russell, DVM
Chainsaw use and care
with Dan Chartier
Crosscut saw use and
care with Dave Moser
Trail tools use and
volunteering on trails
with Zach Sullivan and
Jacob Shinners 
Forest Service packing
demos
Packing 101 & Advanced
Packing instruction
from George Archer and
Sam Burrows
Leave No Trace Core
classes

Visit this link to learn more
and download a
registration packet:
https://www.bchcalifornia.or
g/rendezvous.html 

Rendezvous
clinic highlights

Article by Michele Machado
Woods
With Rendezvous closer to
home this year, our Unit has the
opportunity to send youth
packing teams to compete and
learn. The Youth Packing
competition at Rendezvous will
challenge children ages 12-17 to
work in pre-determined teams
of four to earn points by
attending education clinics and
showing their skills in team
challenges, such as balanced
load and team packing on an
iron mule.
In January, Jamie Essex offered
to take lead on forming teams
for this competition, and
through the magic of social
media and Jamie and Scott
Essex’s vast network, we were
able to recruit six coaches and
mentors and eight local youth, 

Youth Packing teams
prep for Rendezvous

Coaches Beau Burton and Randy Shinskie work with the youth
packers. Photo by Michele Machado Woods

ages 12-15, to learn about
packing and build the skills to
compete on April 12-13 at
Rendezvous. The teams have
been practicing and learning
each Sunday at Double H Ranch
in Yreka.
The Top of the State Unit is
helping sponsor these teams by
providing western shirts and
camping spots at the event.
Essex Veterinary is sponsoring
the embroidery for the team
shirts and Etna Creek Outfitters
is donating knives for each child.
The teams are:
SisQ4: Aubrey Champlin, Carter
Brandon, Clayton Burton, and
Raul Ortiz. Coaches Beau Burton
and Randy Shinskie. 
Sky High: Cale Brandon, JayCee
Burton, Aubri Bridwell and
Jaiden Nowdesha. Coaches
Jamie and Vose Hayden. 
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