The Historical Society
of Orange Park

January 2025 Newsletter

As webegin2025 the Historical Society is looking forward to another good yéast year ended on a good
note as we celebrated Christmas in style at Clarke House Ré&rlare busy planning and preparifay our first

big event of the year, our annual Carrie Clarke day celebrétio® KA & &SI NRa S@Syid oAt
at Clarke House Park. Please check our website, our Facebook page and future newsletters for more informat
as plans are finalized.

The start of the new year also means that it is time to reyewr membershipf you have not done so already.

You can renew yaunembership via our websiter by utilizing the form attached to this newsletté?lease
know that we greatly appreciate your support and participation.

Calendar of Events

Date Time Event Location
January 12, 2025 2:00 PM¢ 4:00 PM Open House Clarke House
February 9, 2025 2:00 PMc 4.00 PM Open House Clarke House

March 8, 2025 11:00 AMc 4:00 PM Carrie Clarke Day Clarke House Park
March 9, 2025 2:00 PMc 4:00 PM Open House Clarke House

Hometown Holiday
Families filled Clarke House Park on the evenings of Friday, December 6 and Saturday, December 7
Hometown Holiday. This annual event ieativeway to celebrate the Christmas season.

Outdoor activities included live musical entertainment, food vendors, pictures with Santa, a Christmas villag
and trail rides through the trees on tradlecorated with holiday lights.

The ClarkeHouse was decorated for Christmas and received many visitors both evenings. Members of th
Society were on hand taelcome guests and answer questions about the house, the Clarke family and Orangs
Park historyWhile adults looked over the artifacts in the house, children played with the collectimo@ien

toys under the Christmas tre&isitors also had the opportunity to learn about Viekichimpanzee from the
Yerkes Laboratory that was brought to live at the Clarke propartiie late 194@ By researchersKeith and
Kathy HayesAn enjoyable timevas had byeveryone
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HSOMoliday MemberGathering

On the evening of December 14t 6 PM,members of the Society gathered at the Clarke House for fun, food
and fellowship. Everyone brought a dessert to share and cakes, pies and cookies were in abundaise. We
collected food for those in need that was delivered to the Clothes Closet. One of the highlights of the evenin

www.ophistory.org
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was a trivia game hosted by Society President, Cindy Cheatwood. Those gathered formed teams to collabor
on the answers to a variety of questions on general trivia with a strong focus on Orange Park Tirstassult
was a little learning and a lot of laughtérwasa wonderful wayto spend a December evening

Wreaths Across America
Wreath Day 2024on December 14was an amazing evenGuests were
welcomeal by event organizer, Sandra DiGiovanhiSOP President, Cindy

Cheatwood, provided opening remarkéext,Ken White from American Legion

Post #250 Rider$acilitated the ceremonial wreath presentation. Wreaths were

placed at the memorial honorinhose who have served in thermy, Navy, Air
WRE ATHS Force, Marines, Space

across Force, Coast Guardand
AMERICA Merchant Marine.  An |
additional wreath was
placed to honorour service
members classified @&@OW/MIA.

Public participation was up and we were able to have thr s
groupsplacing wreaths in Magnolia Cemetery thatluded
members of the Rotary Club Orange Park Sunrijiss
Councilman Doug Benefield of Elevated G hisfamily [
and staff,and local individuals who wanted to participate
in honoring our local veterans.

Vice Mayor Winnette Sandlioversawthe placement of

wreaths in Moosehaven Cemeteby Cub Scout Pack 25
They did an excellent job.

www.ophistory.org
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Additional local youth groups, Boy Scout Troop 25, Girl Scout Troop 31020 and the Black Creek Young Mari
were part of our ceremongnd contributed by placing wreaths in Magnolia Cemetery.

A total of 225 wreaths were placed in Magnolia Cemetery this year, up from 200 wreaths placed last year, wi
op oNBlIGKa LI IFOSR Ay a22aSKI @Sy / SYSGiSNE® 2SS | NB
great success and we look forward to seeing everyone again this year on Saturday, December 13, 2025.

Orange Park Memories
As we move into 2025, the Historical Society would like to highlight Orange Park businesses. Each month we
will share stories of one very old and one more familiar business in the town.

Ore of the first public businesses in Orangarkwas Sabin and Evans Store addished inl881 on Kingsley
Avenue. It had two buildings (pictured), one offering necessities, the otifilaring luxuries like dry goods and
GASyila ToEmydsa kohsydite postfice, drawing customers daily. (Note the cressctions of
well-worn paths from different directions)

More familiarly, the McDonalds on Park Ave, has been in the town for 50 years. It was the first McDonalds in

Clay County, opening in 197Phe store embraces its history, keeping the original design even when doing a
major uplift years agoTheyalsosponsorthis Society in its efforts to appreciate local history.

www.ophistory.org
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Kingsley Ave.circal888 McDonalds menu, 1974

LocalNewsand Activities

P

Our thanks to the Town of Orange Park for installing new We are proud to report that Michael Maxfieldecently
timber decking on the small deck and steps at the rear of th attained the rank of Eagle Scott a A OKI St Qa 9|
Clarke HouseThe old decking wasery weathered Thenew Project was the reconstruction of thedecorative well house

deckinglooks great, is sturdy and is mudppreciated. behind the Clarke House. Michael and his crew did an
excellent job.Michael is pictured hee with HSOP Vice
President Sandra DiGiowai and HSOP President Cindy
Cheatwood.
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