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As we begin 2025, the Historical Society is looking forward to another good year. Last year ended on a good 
note as we celebrated Christmas in style at Clarke House Park.  We are busy planning and preparing for our first 
big event of the year, our annual Carrie Clarke day celebrationΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ aŀǊŎƘ уΣ 
at Clarke House Park. Please check our website, our Facebook page and future newsletters for more information 
as plans are finalized. 
 
The start of the new year also means that it is time to renew your membership if you have not done so already. 
You can renew your membership via our website or by utilizing the form attached to this newsletter. Please 
know that we greatly appreciate your support and participation.  
 

Calendar of Events 
Date Time Event Location 

January 12, 2025 2:00 PM ς 4:00 PM Open House Clarke House 

February 9, 2025 2:00 PM ς 4:00 PM Open House Clarke House 

March 8, 2025 11:00 AM ς 4:00 PM Carrie Clarke Day Clarke House Park 

March 9, 2025 2:00 PM ς 4:00 PM Open House Clarke House 

 

Hometown Holiday 
Families filled Clarke House Park on the evenings of Friday, December 6 and Saturday, December 7 for 
Hometown Holiday. This annual event is a festive way to celebrate the Christmas season. 
 
Outdoor activities included live musical entertainment, food vendors, pictures with Santa, a Christmas village 
and trail rides through the trees on trails decorated with holiday lights. 
 
The Clarke House was decorated for Christmas and received many visitors both evenings. Members of the 
Society were on hand to welcome guests and answer questions about the house, the Clarke family and Orange 
Park history. While adults looked over the artifacts in the house, children played with the collection of wooden 
toys under the Christmas tree. Visitors also had the opportunity to learn about Vicki, a chimpanzee from the 
Yerkes Laboratory that was brought to live at the Clarke property in the late 1940Ωǎ by researchers, Keith and 
Kathy Hayes. An enjoyable time was had by everyone. 
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HSOP Holiday Member Gathering 
On the evening of December 14th at 6 PM, members of the Society gathered at the Clarke House for fun, food 
and fellowship. Everyone brought a dessert to share and cakes, pies and cookies were in abundance. We also 
collected food for those in need that was delivered to the Clothes Closet. One of the highlights of the evening 
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was a trivia game hosted by Society President, Cindy Cheatwood. Those gathered formed teams to collaborate 
on the answers to a variety of questions on general trivia with a strong focus on Orange Park history. The result 
was a little learning and a lot of laughter. It was a wonderful way to spend a December evening! 
 

  
 

Wreaths Across America 
Wreath Day 2024 on December 14, was an amazing event. Guests were 
welcomed by event organizer, Sandra DiGiovanni. HSOP President, Cindy 
Cheatwood, provided opening remarks. Next, Ken White, from American Legion 
Post #250 Riders, facilitated the ceremonial wreath presentation. Wreaths were 
placed at the memorial honoring those who have served in the Army, Navy, Air 
Force, Marines, Space 
Force, Coast Guard, and 
Merchant Marine. An 
additional wreath was 
placed to honor our service 

members classified as POW/MIA. 
 
Public participation was up and we were able to have three 
groups placing wreaths in Magnolia Cemetery that included 
members of the Rotary Club Orange Park Sunrise, 
Councilman Doug Benefield of Elevated CPA with his family 
and staff, and local individuals who wanted to participate 
in honoring our local veterans.  
 
Vice Mayor Winnette Sandlin oversaw the placement of 
wreaths in Moosehaven Cemetery by Cub Scout Pack 25. 
They did an excellent job. 
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Additional local youth groups, Boy Scout Troop 25, Girl Scout Troop 31020 and the Black Creek Young Marines 
were part of our ceremony and contributed by placing wreaths in Magnolia Cemetery. 
 
A total of 225 wreaths were placed in Magnolia Cemetery this year, up from 200 wreaths placed last year, with 
ор ǿǊŜŀǘƘǎ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛƴ aƻƻǎŜƘŀǾŜƴ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ 
great success and we look forward to seeing everyone again this year on Saturday, December 13, 2025. 
 

 
 

Orange Park Memories  
As we move into 2025, the Historical Society would like to highlight Orange Park businesses. Each month we 
will share stories of one very old and one more familiar business in the town.  
 
One of the first public businesses in Orange Park was Sabin and Evans Store, established in 1881 on Kingsley 
Avenue. It had two buildings (pictured), one offering necessities, the other offering luxuries like dry goods and 
άƎŜƴǘǎ ŦǳǊƴƛǎƘƛƴƎǎΦέ They also housed the post office, drawing customers daily.  (Note the cross-sections of 
well-worn paths from different directions)   
 
More familiarly, the McDonalds on Park Ave, has been in the town for 50 years. It was the first McDonalds in 
Clay County, opening in 1974. The store embraces its history, keeping the original design even when doing a 
major uplift years ago.  They also sponsor this Society in its efforts to appreciate local history. 
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Kingsley Ave., circa 1888 McDonalds menu, 1974 

 

Local News and Activities 

 

 

 
 

Our thanks to the Town of Orange Park for installing new 
timber decking on the small deck and steps at the rear of the 
Clarke House. The old decking was very weathered. The new 

decking looks great, is sturdy and is much appreciated. 

We are proud to report that Michael Maxfield recently 
attained the rank of Eagle ScoutΦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ 9ŀƎƭŜ {Ŏƻǳǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

Project was the reconstruction of the decorative well house 
behind the Clarke House. Michael and his crew did an 
excellent job. Michael is pictured here with HSOP Vice 
President Sandra DiGiovanni and HSOP President Cindy 

Cheatwood. 
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