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July 2023 Newsletter

Julyis here and with it comes Independence
Day, a day to celebrate this great country of
ours with family, cookouts and fireworks!

While we certainly have the right to celebrate

our freedom how we see fit, we need to t

remember that with rights come | Of ju[y
responsibilities. A few years agoCWO Phil ‘

Burt, spoke at our annual Veterans Day

Ceremony Phil spoke about how military ‘ ﬂappy

service develop certain characteristics in IndependeﬂCe

people that, when combined with the places | @a}’ §

they have been, the poverty and corruption %/\ / .

they have seen, give them a real appreciation |
for this country, the opportunities it provides ‘ L ————R

and a desire to serve their communitieg/e
pride ourselves on seljovernment but seljovernment does not meanabdicating our
responsibilities to our elected leadel#/e first need to govern ourselves, serve others, contribute
to our communities and hold our elected leaders accountagehat we can makéhis nation
stronger andcontinue to celebrate our freedom for many years to come.

¢CKA& Y2yiKQa ySgatf SiliSNlughsfohdrterR GeetindaydFvarinet (A 2 y
happeningsin our arealn particular, we want to bring yowttention to two items:

1 The deadline to order a memorial paver toveteran so that it can be manufactured and
Ayaidltt SR d GKS +SGSNIya aSY2NAI isfastINR 2 NI |
approachingThe deadline to order a paver is July 32rders for new pavers arplaced
annually andbrdersfor pavers received after July 31 via# installedn 2024

1 The July outingp the FloridaAgricultural Museum in Flagler County, originally scheduled
for Saturday, July 8, has beeostponed. The outing will be rescheduled for later this
year, which will have the added benefit of cooler weathEor those of you that had
planned to join us on July 8, pleaskeeck future issues of our newsletter or check our
websitefor updates on theouting.
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Calendar of Events
Date Time Event Location
July 9 2023 2:00 PM¢ 4:00 PM Open House Clarke House
August?7, 2023 5:30 PMc 7:00 PM HSOP Quarterly Meeting| Orange Park Library
August 13, 2023 2:00 PMc 4:00 PM Open House Clarke House

Facebook Postiune 1970s

This month The Historical Society of Orange Park looks at the 1970s. Eafrth8 month in

HAHOX $S IINB LlRadAy3da Ccr0OSo0221 YSaal3asSa (2 KASZ
TnQa al ¢ 3ANBSI (inQdengddarkeidtird) §,008d$Bents Khe Buckman Bridge

opening surely was part of the reason.

In 1972, Governor Reuben Askew cut the dedication ribbon for the Park Central ShGamtieg

on Hwy 17 with its brand new A&P grocery store. All the progress brought public outckiesg

the speed limit at 30 mph through the town. In 1973 LCDR John McCain and Colonel Carl
/ NHzY LJX SNJ NB OS A @ SaROrangePsrNEHemantary, hd&ingdétuyndd from serving
over five years as prisoners of war in Vietnam.

In the 1970sthe Woiny Q& / £ dzo 2F hNIy3IS tIN] o6& o6dzae gA
and hospital auxiliary duties. The Sisters Tea Room opened on Park Ave, serviadogBst

years. Frica Massee rescued and bought River House and added it to the Club Continental
property. The Orange Park Mall opened. In 1973, the Art Guild of Orange Park was Btacted

Murphy opened his tire company and sadly,1979 ,we said goodbye to Carrie Clarke, who was

such an important part of Orange Park.

The HenryHolland Buckman Bridge opened in 197( /| YRNXP W2KYy aO/lAyQa |

www.ophistory.org
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The River House Carrie Clarke

JuneMember Meetingch NI v3S t I NJ] aSY2NASas> ¢KS
On June 6, we returned to the Clarke House for Quarterly Member MeetingOur featured
speaker was Mr. Eugene Ni& longtime resident of Orange Park, who shared his recollections
of growing up in Orange Padkiringi K S mEngenelasdribed his school days at Orange Park

www.ophistory.org
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Elementary School and Oram@ark JunieBenior High Schabl 4SSy Rl yO0Sa, I i
playing baseball in the early days of the Orange RAthletic Associatioand how his integst in
musicgrew after hearingup and comindocal bands, such as Lynyrd Skyniadger also shared
somememorabiliafrom his personal collectiosuch as photoand sportstemsfor our members

to review.Our memberdiad an enjoyable evening sharing memories of Orange. Rankthanks

to Eugene for sharing his memories and memorabilia wigh u
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August Member Meeting; The History of Out.ocal NorProfit Organizations

On August ¥ at 5:30 PM we will gather at the Orange Park branch library to celebrate the many
altruistic organizations. From its earliest days, Orange Park has been buoyed by citizens who
worked together to make the town safer, healthier and more connected. Joirs ugegpresent

GKS ad2NB 2F 3INRdzLJa fA1S GKS hNIy3aS tIN] 22Y1
GKS DIFNRSY /fdzos {SYyA2NJ/SYyiSNE { KSLIKSNRQa / S\
Service and citizenshighese values remain hallanks of smattown community. We hope you

leave this presentation empowered and inspired by the examples you will see.

Veterans Memorial of Orange Park

S Vi Bl The Historical Society of Orange Park would again like to

G i remind the community thathe order deadlire for new

laser engraved pavers for installation at the Veterans
Memorial of Orange Park is July 30, 20Zhat provides
sufficient time for the ordering, engraving process and
shipping while also giving our installation team time to
install the new pavers time for Veterans Day. The HSOP
would also invite you to mark your calendars for our next
Veterans Day Ceremony to be held at the Memorial on
November 112023,at 11:00am.

Paver order forms can be found onsite at the Memorial, on
LT : _ the website atwww.Ophistory.org and on the HSOP
TR AR Facebook page.

We would also like to make an appeal for contributions to
the Memorial restoration project. While our fundraising efforts caveey close to target, we are

still about $1,000 short of our goal. Every little bit donated helps us to complete this important
mission.

Clay County Historical Roundtable

On Saturday, June 3, representativeseveral historical organizations in Clay Qigwathered

in Hiberniao discusghe successes and challenges of preserving history in QleyyCAttending
were representatives othe Clay County Historical Society, Penny Farms Historical Society,
Middleburg Museum, Orange Park Historical PreseowaBoard, the Clay County Archiy€say
County Historical Preservation Boadd the Historical Society of Orange Rarke Roundtable
was hosted by Ms. Leighton Tesdhiethe Morris Estate on Old Church Road in Hibernia. The
Morris Estate is located on thgroundsof the old Flemingestate on the banks of the St. Johns
River Ms. Tesche provided a tour of the grounds and the hotibebeautiful family home was
buitinG KS mMdppnQa | yR AsalegadidgnNde origiral Pemidghofidelcht as
heart pine flooring and triplehung windows The site also includes the origingdool and

www.ophistory.org
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bathhousethat were one part of the Fleming estat&fter the tour, the atten@es sat down to
discuss theirvarious organizationsmeeting schedules angreservation efforts We also
discussed the means and methods use@ngage the publias well as the challenges posieyl
shortfalls in volunteers and fundingt the conclusion ofhe meeting, the attendees moved to

2 KA G Sé @gampte kaatkue their conversations over lunciverall, the meetingeft
everyone encouragedramiliarity and better communication between our various organizations
will benefit us all Although we might focus on different aspects, we all have the sameogoal
preserving and sharing our local histokyiinfi2€to know there are good people in Cl&@ounty

working hard tado just that

Cindy Cheatwood and April Watteok over the pool  Roundtable attendees review historical artifacts at

and bathhouse that were once part of the Fleming the Morris home.
estate.

The Breeze

Many longtime residents of Orange Park rememfddre Breeze
newspaperThe Breezea local, weekly paper, chronicled life i
Orange Park fowell over a decadéf N2 Y (G KS f |
0KS MpTtTnQad ¢KS LI LISNI g,lwho
publishedseveral other newspapers in the ardaast month,
we were contacted by Mr. Michael Hull, the son of the |
publisher, Warner Hull, Sr.,regarding the donation of hisf
personal collection of bound copiesTiie Breezevir. Hull was

kind enough to share hi§ I YA f & &d howTh2 RiBezef
cametoben NI y3S t I Nl Qa ySgaLl LY

e ORANGE PARK m

vour I.ocAL n!WSpaxr

S0 METHING NEW HAS BEEN ADDED”
ORANGE PARK’S OWN NEWSPAPER

inbow Girls are Installed

Mr. Warner S. HullSr.was born in Baltimore, Maryland i
1910. He worked for Mr. McCormick at the McCormick S
company as a young man. He came to Jacksonville in 1942

=
[a=tN No

served n the Coast Guard in World WarHle later workedat

www.ophistory.org
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Southern Drugs on State Street as a pharmacist. In 1945, a man came
into the store and told Mr. Hull that he had been trying to start a
newspaper with no luck. After a short talk, the man sold Mr. Hull the
rights toThe Breezeewspaper for $1. The Breebecame the family
business. The Hull family publishddhe Lakeshore Breezsmd The
Murray Hill Breezealong with The Murray Hill Shoppeand The
Edgewood Shopperin 1959, the family moved their publishing
operation to Orange ParR hey were based #n office on Park Avenue
behind the old Orange Park Motors building and began publishing the
Mr. Warner S. Hull, sr.  Orange Park Breezahich later was shortened to jushe Breeze

Theprinting and distributionof The Breezevas a true family business.| N SNJ | &drd Q& S A
was listed as the editor and wrote several columns through the years. Herpapstarcolumn

was "This andThat." Sara also wrote poetrydichael Hullstarted working on the newspaper at

an early age first by riding withisbrother, Warner, Jr,, in his1952 Plymouth and throwing rolled
papers out the window athey drove through Lakeshoréviurray Hill andlater, Orange Park.

[ FGSNE aAOKI St Qa adifiesdids fhépagers With & ste®cl maching tatlzd 1R
Addresserete.

The Hull family worked hard to maKée BreezsuccessfulThe Breezearned numerous awards
for public service during its time in Orange Patkwas awardedhe US Army Certificate of
Achievement for Outstanding Servitlkee USNavy Certificate of Merithe Marine Corps Award,
the+ SGSNIF ya 2 F AGeRiddiBQitEefiship Meddn® the Certificate of Journalistic
ExcellencéeINEa Sy i SR 06& GKS ! yAGSNEAGE 2F Cf2NARI Qa

Mrs. Sara Hull receives thdnited States Army AddresseretteUnit
Certificate of Achievement for Outstanding Service
from Major Georg Clark

www.ophistory.org
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Today. In retirement, Warner Hulbr.,continuedto print business cards in a building his
backyard on an old manual printing press until his health gave out and he was no longer able to
do so.

Michaell dzf f Q& TBeBrdaz&dveriagI3 years in the life of Orange Pagke now in the
possession of the Society and we are most pleased to have theennewspaper documented
the life of our community like nothing elssnd we look forward to reviewing these copies to
improve our knowledgef local history.

Sophia Fleming Chapter, DAR Promoting Constitution Week

September 17 is a date set aside each year to recognize the anniversary of the US Constitution,
the foundation of our very identity as a nation. We in the Historical Societpuzage
recognition of this holiday and all it represents.

Our friends at the DAR are strivinggmmote

the education of and appreciation fo

the Constitution and invite our readers tof %
assist. They intend to provide displays in th§" WM . Conimnirn 256
public libraries, request a proclamatidmom ; wﬂﬂ@_@m&lﬁm AR

the ClayCounty Board of Commissionerg %’7@; T W,‘.’,_,,‘..M,.

provide information in the schools, andive a | 7= e e S N
it i -4 etk i 5 oy ey

bell ringing ceremony at 4 PM at the Orang f::j:j’—""*/*“*—' FRIRER

Park Library on Sunday, September 17. y ’;;ZIM""%M.M:,I; : i}‘f 5

In addition to these things, they are asking

local businesses to placonstitutionWeek dates on their digital signs. If you are affiliated with
such a business or ganization, they would like you tssist in promotinghis effort. Also, if you

are someone who dresses in period clothing and speaks to local groups, they would love to enlist
you for this cause. Finally, if you have ideas about how our organizatiod aesist the DAR
Chapter to promote Constitution Week, please share those with us at ophistory.org.

#DAR

aughters of the Amerscan Revolution

www.ophistory.org
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Clarke House Garden Surprise

We often take for granted that the gardens at Clarke House are maintained by the Town of
Orange Park as part of their moal routine. However, that is not always the case. The Garden
Club of Orange Park volunteers to maintain these gardens, and does a truly wonderful job,
especially for the times there are major activities. Recently, one of our HSOP members noticed
that the gardens needed a little extra help. | think we all lost plants during hibad freezelast

winter so you know what we are talking about.

So,Michelle Hord decided to take action and do something about it. Dodging the rains last
month, she went to Ace Hdware, purchased flowers, and planted new flower arrangements to
change the appearance of the garden from drab to beautiful! Thankgitbelle,the recently
painted Clarke House looks even better.

Clarke House Tours

The Clarke House is open ftours on the second
Sunday of each month from 2 PM to 4 P®ur next
open house will be held, Sunday, Julif gou have not
yet visited the house or, if it has just been a while, we
invite you to stop by to look around. The slower pace
of a Sunday aftermon provides an oppportunity to
tour the entire house, both upstairs and down. We
hope to see you there

www.ophistory.org



