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California Probate Timeline
For Simple Estates with Real Property

File Petition for Probate

Notice sent to beneficiaries and heirs of hearing.
Legal Notice published in local newspaper. 6-8 Week waiting period until hearing

Hearing Petition for Probate

Results of the hearing l

Letters Issued

Order for Probate
Duties and Liabilities
Bond Issued (if any)

Four month Creditor’s Claim period (during which)

These actions must happen: And these actions may be required:
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e Notice to Creditors
e Notice to Dept. of Health Services
e Notice to Franchise Tax Board

Allow or Reject Creditor Claims
Sell Real Property

Borrow Money Against the Estate
Preliminary Distributions
Property Tax Certificate
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e Probate Referee appraises real property, stocks, etc.
e File the Inventory and Appraisal
e Prepare Accounting
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After the four month Creditor’s Claim period is over and all of the above actions are completed

File Petition for Final
Distribution and Accounting

Notice sent to beneficiaries of hearing. l 6-8 Week waiting period until hearing

Hearing Petition for Distribution
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Results of the hearing e  Order Approving Final Distribution and Accounting

e Distribute Assets to Beneficiaries
e Obtain signed receipts on distribution from beneficiaries

e Receipts on Distribution filed with the court
e Final Discharge Order
e Exoneration of Bond (if any)

Notice: This timeline serves only as a guide. Many factors can delay the process, including beneficiary compliance, creditor issues, law suits, etc.
Much of the work may be completed by mail and court filings, however, the court may elect to conduct a hearing on any particular matter.



