Romans in a Year - Session 1

The title, which is “The Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Romans”, is wrong!  
II Peter 1:20—There’s a difference between the author and the writer. Gal. 1:11
The Bible was written on three continents, by over thirty different writers in three languages over 1500 years without one contradiction, because there’s only ONE AUTHOR and “holy men of God spoke as moved by the Holy Spirit”.  

All apparent contradictions are because of two things: 1. Errors in copying or translation
						   2. Errors in our understanding

Accuracy is Very Important - If a loving, perfect God gives us His perfect Word, and then it is imperfectly copied, translated and communicated, what is the result?  Inaccurate Word of God.  And then, in turn, what will be the practical result?  Inaccurate and imperfect believing of it, and thereby, inaccurate results.  The wealthy Arab sheik’s son.  

A person’s attitude towards God and His Word determines their spirituality.

We should never change God’s Word to fit our thinking.  We should change our thinking to fit what God says.  Who’s the expert on life, us or God?  

The Bible was not originally written in English.  Romans was probably first written in Greek then handwritten copies were made.  A few errors entered the text (like the title of Romans) simply from scribe’s mistakes.  As history progressed and new nations, cultures and languages were formed, translations were needed for those people who didn’t understand Greek.  We will mostly use the English Standard Version because of its accuracy using multiple source texts and modern conversational language.  If and when we encounter seeming confusion or contradictions, we will refer to earlier Greek texts, which are closer to when “holy men of God spoke as moved by the Holy Spirit”.  

Errors in Our Understanding – Firstly, do I want to understand?  

“How do I interpret the Bible?” - “I don’t!”  

	2 Peter 1:20
	knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s 	own interpretation.

Nothing “foretold” or “forthtold” in the Scripture is from someone’s own interpretation.

All scriptures interpret itself:

1. In the verse - Right where it is written. 

Think of John 3:16. Think about, “God so loved the world…”  There’s no research or interpretation needed – just meditation and trust. To know that we’re loved by the Creator.  Really loved!  Who cares about research or solving a puzzle!  We’re loved!  

	Jer. 9:23,24
	Thus says the Lord: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty 	man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, 
	but let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that I am 	the Lord who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For 	in these things I delight, declares the Lord.”

The reason we allow scripture to interpret itself is not to know more, but to know Him.  The Bible is His communication to us.  This is why everything is. We look to and walk with Him. 

	 2. In the context – in the paragraph, the chapter, the book, the whole Bible. 
3. Keep in mind to whom it is addressed.
4. Keep in mind the Covenants, and/or Administrations involved.  
5. Ancient Biblical culture.  
6. Figures of Speech.

Workmen of the Word of God - Some people think that all they need to do is read the Bible and “the Holy Ghost will teach them”.  I wish that were true!  

2 Timothy 2:15
Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no 	need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.

The Greek word translated “rightly handle” means “right cut” or “straight cut”.  We’ve already seen that it’s of no private interpretation. The same word used of a jeweler who cuts a diamond.  The art of cutting a diamond.  Funk and Wagnalls Encyclopedia explains it: “The first step in cutting a diamond is the careful examination of the stone. During the course of this examination the expert cutter determines the cleavage planes of the diamond and decides how the stone can be best divided by cleaving and sawing.”

Notice that before there is cutting, there is studying of the internal structure of the stone.  He must parallel what the stone has within or he will risk ruining the diamond.  The results will be treasure or trash.

“The rough diamond is then marked with lines of India ink as a guide for the later operations. The stone is then firmly cemented into a wooden holder and the holder is firmly mounted in a vise. The cutter then holds a cleaving iron, an instrument like a heavy, blunt knife, on the line and parallel to the cleaving planes of the diamond. The stone is cleft by striking the iron with a light blow of a hammer. The tools are used for cleaving are simple, but great skill is needed in their use because too hard a blow applied in the wrong direction may ruin the stone.”
[image: Diamond Shapes and Faceting Elements]

This is similar to how we rightly handle God’s Word.  We are not haphazard.  We don’t prejudge what we want the scripture to say.  We go to it with a “magnifying glass” to study it within.  What does the verse say?  What does the context say?  What does any other section of scripture say that deals with the same subject?  To whom is He saying it?  How is He saying it?  Why is He saying it?  In other words….

WHAT IS GOD SAYING ??!!

So…let me put a blunt knife and hammer to the title of the book of Romans…and to your thinking, if needed.  Thump!  Romans is not the epistle of Paul to the Romans. It is the epistle of God the Creator and His Son Jesus Christ to the Romans and YOU! 

Welcome to the accurate,
                               	inspired,
                                                 integrity-filled,
                                                    	 self-interpreting, 
                                                         		owner’s manual, 
                                                                		the wonderful, powerful,
                                                                       					Word of God.

Questions for Discussion.

1. What’s the difference between an author and a writer?
2. All apparent Bible contradictions are because of what two things?
3. Is understanding the Bible accurately important?  If so, why?  
4. Does a person’s sincerity guarantee them truth?  
5. How is the Bible to be interpreted?  
6. What are the six ways scripture interprets itself?  
7. What does “rightly divide” or “rightly handle” mean?  
8. Why is the title to the epistle to the Romans inaccurate in many English Bibles?  
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