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Hello Friends and Neighbors,

Monet, van Gogh and Friedrich couldn’t paint it any more beautifully. The vibrant colors of Spring turning to
Summer are absolutely gorgeous right now! Mother Nature’s reality is draped around us everywhere you look.
My cup runneth over (usually with wine) with the abundance of spectacular colors of the flowering trees and
plants. Like a rainbow, a red sunset, or a really good org…orange, the colors won’t last long so make sure you
take pleasure in them! I’m going to say it again…How Lucky are We!! 

Speaking of enjoyment, this edition of the Waterline is filled with fun things to enjoy this summer, so don’t miss
out! Read it, mark it in your calendar and RSVP to any and all the events that will be going on around and on
our beautiful lakes. Additionally, make sure you read about all the other important information we have
provided you this month. This information keeps our lakes safe and our community connected. Our Board,
administrators and other volunteers deserve to be recognized and thanked for all they do behind the scenes
to make a difference and enhance the lives of everyone who lives in this chain of lakes community. Thank you
to all of you who understand this and pay your dues. YOU are the reason we love doing what we do! Now pat
yourselves on the back and relax with a cold beverage and soak up the Waterline news

That’s all for now!
Kindly,
Wendi Davidson
WCLA President
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Faith Petersen ~ Communications

Candie Ritsema ~ Social Director Candie Ritsema is a dedicated pediatric nurse

practitioner specializing in hematology and

oncology, committed to providing

compassionate care to children and their

families. She earned her undergraduate degree

from Grand Valley State University and

completed her graduate studies at Wayne State

University. Candie is a proud mother to her 17-

year-old daughter, Lauren, and is married to

David Ritsema. Outside of her professional life,

she enjoys staying active through fitness and

exercise, spending quality time with friends, and

relaxing by the lake. She resides on Woodbeck,

where she embraces a vibrant and fulfilling

lifestyle.

www.woodbeckchainoflakes.com

Faith and her husband Kim moved to Horseshoe
Lake in 2018 after raising their two daughters in
Mason, Michigan. She retired from Michigan
State University in May 2024 and is embracing
the freedom that comes with an open schedule.
Her five grandchildren are a constant source of
joy. While three of them live in Houston, Texas,
they spend several weeks in Michigan each
summer, and Faith makes regular trips south to
visit them. She's especially grateful that two of
her grandchildren live nearby, allowing for
frequent hugs and quality time. In addition to
cherishing time with family, Faith finds deep
contentment in nature—whether she's walking,
cross-country skiing, kayaking, or tending her
flowers.

http://www.woodbeckchainoflakes.com/


RSVP: Candie Ritsema
(616) 835-2488

candieritsema@yahoo.com

WHAT’S HAPPENING?
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Flo’s & Smyrna Bar was enjoyed by 26-30 wild and crazy people! Delicious food, amazing
drinks and wonderful friends equals a perfect evening with the BEST people around!
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WCLA Social Dinners
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April - Smyrna BarMarch - Flo's

Social Dinner

Let’s check out Greenville’s newest dining
destination! The menu looks fantastic and
rumor has it - it doesn’t disappoint! This is a
great opportunity to have fun with friends and
support a local restaurant and our very own
WCLA family! 

Thursday May 15th @ 6:00 p.m.

Location: Applewood Kitchen & Bar
11466 W Carson City Rd
Greenville, MI 48838

Upcoming Events

http://www.woodbeckchainoflakes.com/


WHAT’S HAPPENING?
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Upcoming Events
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Ladies Wine & Charcuterie Night
Join us for a “Welcome Summer” Ladies Night. The cost is $20 which includes LOTS
of wine and delicious charcuterie eats! You can also order your Ladies of the Lakes
personalized wine glass for $15. Such a wonderful way to get to know the Ladies of
the Lakes. Please RSVP to Carol by June 12  if you would like to attend.th

Thursday June 19th @ 6:00 p.m.

Location: Carol Guffin’s House
13303 Oakcrest Ave
Gowen, MI 49326

RSVP: Carol Guffin
Call/Text: (517) 360-2511

Email: cguffin67@yahoo.com

Social Brunch - FAMILY FRIENDLY EVENT
Bring the whole family for a fun get together
and mingle with friends and neighbors.

Saturday June 11th @ 10:00 a.m.

Location: Turk Lake Restaurant & Bar
161 S. Turk Lake Dr.

Greenville, MI 48838 RSVP: Candie Ritsema
(616) 835-2488

candieritsema@yahoo.com

http://www.woodbeckchainoflakes.com/


WCLA Big “A” Garage Sale
Let the Spring Cleaning Begin!
Ready to clear the clutter and make a little cash?
Join us for the WCLA BIG “A” One-Day Garage Sale!

Reserve your table/space for just $10 and sell your
own items — you keep 100% of your profits! Each
seller is responsible for managing their own table.

Don’t have enough for a full table? No problem!
You can also donate items to the WCLA
Community Table, with all proceeds going to
support our amazing WCLA social events
throughout the year.

Note: Acceptance of donated items is at the discretion

of our volunteers. Any unsold items from the WCLA

table will be donated or discarded as needed.

WHAT’S HAPPENING?

05/21
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Saturday June 21st

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Location: Camp Greenwood

RSVP: Kim Covell by May 21st
Email: covellscove5@gmail.com

👉 We need at least 15 tables reserved

to make this event a go, so gather your

treasures and join the fun!

Music on the Beach with Michael Hulett
Get ready for an unforgettable afternoon on the water! One of
the South’s most incredible saxophonists will be performing
live—delighting you with everything from the smooth sounds
of Nat King Cole to the modern edge of Kings of Leon.

Join us by boat and soak it all in while you float and relax in
front of Mike and Katherine Wolthuis’s home on Woodbeck
Lake.

Please note: This is not a WCLA-sponsored event, but a generous

gift to the community from Mike and Katherine. Don’t miss it!

Saturday June 21st

1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Location: Woodbeck Lake

http://www.woodbeckchainoflakes.com/


Watch for the June Presidents Corner for more

information about these events...

Social Dinner
July - Date & Location TBD

Boat Parade
Saturday July 5  @ 10:00 a.m. th

Music on the Beach with Copper Moon
Saturday July 5  @ 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.th

Location: Jeff & Kris Ferguson’s
South Shore Woodbeck

WCLA Board Meeting
Monday July 14  @ 6:30 p.m.th

Location: Wendi Davidson’s House

Progressive Kayak Event
Saturday July 19  @ 12:00 p.m. th

See attached flyer for details!

Music on the Beach with Noah Back
Saturday July 26  @ 2:00 p.m. th

Location: South Shore Woodbeck

WCLA Annual Dinner
Thursday August 21  @ 6:00 p.m.st

Location: Camp Concordia

WHAT’S HAPPENING?
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UPDATES & MORE

07/21

A big Thank you to Pastor BJ at Camp Concordia!! Pastor BJ

opened up times in April for WCLA members to launch their

boats. This is earlier than previous years and many of you

took advantage of these early times. Now that’s a GOOD

NEIGHBOR!! Thank Pastor BJ by giving a big wave and shout

out when you boat past the camp!
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Camp Concordia Boat Launch Schedule and Forms: 

Now available at campconcordia.org/wcla. Use of CC’s boat launch and dock is reserved for

current WCLA members only. To ensure you're added to the schedule upon request, please

make sure your dues are paid several days in advance (not the day of). If your name is not

on the most up-to-date list, scheduling will not be possible. As always, please do not share

the access code—this benefit is for members only.

The Kindy boat launch is open for the 2025 season. This launch is

private property and maintained by WCLA.  Those accessing without

permission are considered trespassing. As these are private lakes, our

goal is to minimize unauthorized access and protect the integrity of the

community. Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.

CLICK HERE for the latest copy of The Michigan

Riparian Magazine supplied by Michigan Lakes and

Streams Association

http://www.woodbeckchainoflakes.com/
https://www.campconcordia.org/wcla.html
https://online.fliphtml5.com/ovgnb/ttsn/#p=1
https://mymlsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/riparian_spring_25_web.pdf
https://www.russellplumbingandheating.net/


WELCOME TO THE LAKES
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Rick & Joy Bruik
Horseshoe Lake

Rick and Joy Bruick moved to Horseshoe Lake

from Dallas TX, trading in the hot summers for

cold winters. Joy is a retired nurse and Rick

works remotely to develop cancer

therapeutics. They have two boys at UMich:

Ben will be a senior (Robotics) and Nate will be

a sophomore (Nursing). They’re excited for the

summer and getting out on the lake!

*If you are new to the lakes or know someone who is, please contact our welcome commitee Phil & Denise Sliva

https://www.rhynardspontoons.com/
http://www.woodbeckchainoflakes.com/


WELCOME TO THE LAKES
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Jeff & Wendy Jones
Woodbeck Lake

Originally from Florida, Jeff and Wendy Jones

moved to Michigan after retiring, eager to be

closer to their daughter, son-in-law, and two

grandsons who relocated to Michigan five

years ago.

They settled into their Woodbeck Lake home

last summer, with plans to become snowbirds.

However, the early arrival of a new grandbaby

brought their summer stay to a joyful and early

close.

Jeff and Wendy have three children. Their

oldest daughter and her family live in the

Washington, D.C. area, where her husband serves in the Navy. They have three

grandchildren there. Their second daughter, the one who moved to Michigan,

relocated for her husband’s job and has two boys. Their son, the youngest, is in the

Air Force and is currently stationed in England with his wife and their youngest

grandchild.

During a visit, Jeff and Wendy fell in love with Michigan’s natural beauty and mild

summer weather. They’re thrilled to be spending this summer here and Jeff is

especially enjoying the easy access to local golf courses.

http://www.woodbeckchainoflakes.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Amber.Covell.MLO


BOATERS SAFETY

Spring is here making it the perfect time for kids and young adults to complete the Boater’s Safety

Course! This is an ongoing opportunity for anyone aged 12-20 to earn a $15 Amazon gift card upon

completing the course—available year-round! Whether you’re a young resident living on the lakes or a

grandchild of a paid Lake Association member, you can take the course online at your convenience.

Here’s how it works:

1.Complete the Boater’s Safety Course anytime during the year.

2.Email a copy of your completion card to davidsonwendi@gmail.com.

3.Receive your $15 gift card—it’s that easy!

Not only is this a simple way to earn a reward, but it’s also an important step in helping to keep our

lakes safe.

Ready to get started? Click here to begin your online course: Boater’s Safety Course.

REMINDERS

10/21

The Meal Train is always available to help you in the event of illness, injury

or death of a loved one that lives with you (even if it’s only for a short

period of time). Your friends and neighbors are here to help! Please contact

Mara Iteen who will make all of the arrangements necessary to meet your

needs.
 

If you want to be a part of the Meal Train to provide meals when needed,

please contact Mara Iteen and let her know that you would like to be on the

list. When someone is in need Mara will contact those on the list and you

can sign up as needed.
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LAKE MAPPING

In 2024, WCLA invested in lake mapping put together by PLM showing

depths and hardness levels of all the lakes.  These maps are available to

members once they have paid their 2025 dues by reaching out to Chris

Decker. 

WCLA Photo Directory: Connecting Our Lake Community!

Discover the joy of putting faces to names and learning more about our wonderful lakeside

community! The WCLA Photo Directory, thoughtfully created by Phil Sliva, is now available on the

WCLA website: CLICK HERE to view the latest version..

Participation is optional, but we’d love to see everyone represented! To join in, simply email Phil at

philsliva@chartermi.net with:

A photo of you and your family

A picture of your home as seen from the lakeside

Let’s make our directory a vibrant showcase of the Woodbeck Chain of Lakes community!

https://www.boat-ed.com/michigan/
http://www.woodbeckchainoflakes.com/
https://woodbeckchainoflakes.com/wcla-directory


It’s Time to Pay Your 2025 WCLA Dues!
A heartfelt thank you to everyone who supports our lakes by paying their dues. Your

contributions make a big difference in keeping our lake community thriving!

Dues are just $40.00 for the year—that’s only $3.34 per month, less than the cost of a

Starbucks coffee!

Your dues go a long way toward:

Keeping our lakes clean and safe

Funding canal signage and other communications

Covering maintenance, repairs, and unexpected issues

Supporting fish stocking and ensuring plentiful fishing

Sponsoring fun community events we all enjoy

How to Pay:

Online: Visit woodbeckchainoflakes.com/pay-dues

By Mail:

       Make checks payable to WCLA and mail to:

       PO Box 482, Greenville, MI 48838

If your name isn’t on the paid membership list (below), we haven’t received your

payment. Remember, dues must be paid to use the boat launches.

The 2025 paid membership list will be included in every issue of the President’s Corner

and Waterline as a handy reminder. 😊

Thank you for your continued dedication to our lakes!

OUR MISSON

11/21www.woodbeckchainoflakes.com
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The Woodbeck Chain of Lakes Association will promote the preservation of lake/water quality,

provide education about boat safety & etiquette and initiate social activities to promote

community friendships and interaction. It will encourage membership and participation in the

Association and will facilitate a sense of community amongst riparian property owners.

The WCLA Waterline is published three times a year, brimming with

valuable updates and engaging content. Have an idea for an article?

We’d love to hear it! Better yet, if you’d like to contribute by writing an

article, we’d greatly appreciate your input.

The next issue is set to be released in September 2025, and the deadline

for article submissions and advertisements is September 5th. Submit

articles and ideas to Jamie Skinner

https://woodbeckchainoflakes.com/pay-dues
http://www.woodbeckchainoflakes.com/


SPONSORS

Affordable Advertising Opportunity!

Thank you to all local businesses for choosing to advertise with us.  Advertise in

all three issues (January, May, and September) is just $35—that’s less than $12

per issue!  Contact Jamie Skinner for additional information.
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Casa Mortgage Pros

Amber Covell

Cover Concepts

Flat River Associates

Andrea Belding

Fred’s Auto Service

Lakeside Perennials

Reynhout

Contracting LLC

Rhynards Pontoons

Russell Plumbing &

Heating

Stout Built

https://www.flatriverassociates.com/
https://www.russellplumbingandheating.net/
http://www.woodbeckchainoflakes.com/
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If you are lucky enough to live on a lake, you already know the magic of watching the

water change with the light, listening to loons at sunset, and catching glimpses of

dragonflies skimming the surface. But what if you could bring even more life to your

shoreline—and help protect the lake itself—just by planting a few native plants?

Whether you have a sprawling shoreline or a modest backyard, native plant gardening is

one of the easiest and most rewarding ways to enhance your lakefront property. It does

not take a big budget or a green thumb. Just a few well-chosen plants in a corner of your

yard, a container on your deck, or integrated into your existing landscape can make a big

difference—for both your enjoyment and the local ecosystem.

Why Native Plants?

Native plants are species that have evolved in your region over thousands of years. They

are adapted to your climate, soil, and wildlife, making them low-maintenance, beautiful,

and beneficial. Here is why they are a smart choice for lakefront living:

Protect Water Quality: Native plants help filter runoff, reducing the amount of fertilizer,

sediment, and pollutants entering your lake.

Prevent Erosion: Their deep root systems stabilize soil along shorelines and sloped

yards.

Support Pollinators & Birds: Bees, butterflies, and birds depend on native plants for

food and shelter. Your garden becomes a vital stopover and habitat.

Drought Tolerant & Low Maintenance: Once established, native plants require less

watering and no chemical fertilizers or pesticides.

BRING NATURE HOME: NATIVE PLANTS FOR YOUR

LAKEFRONT PROPERTY
ARTICLE PROVIDED BY MARILYN KLEMM ~ HALF MILR LAKE

14/21www.woodbeckchainoflakes.com
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Small Space? No Problem.

You do not need a large yard to make an impact. Here are three easy ways to bring native

plants into your lakefront lifestyle:

1.  Add a Mini Garden Bed - Choose a sunny spot—along a pathway, near your dock, or by

your porch steps—and start with just a few square feet. Native perennials like purple

coneflower, butterfly weed, and little bluestem offer colorful blooms and habitat

throughout the seasons.

2.  Go Container-Style - No soil? No problem. Many native plants thrive in pots. Try black-

eyed Susans, wild columbine, or blue-eyed grass in a container on your deck or dockside.

Mix textures, heights, and bloom times to create a lush mini-meadow.

3.Enhance Existing Landscaping - Already have shrubs or ornamental beds? Layer in native

groundcovers like wild strawberry or prairie smoke. They will fill gaps, reduce weeding, and

attract beneficial insects without a total redesign.

Start Small, Grow Naturally

The key to success with native plants is to start small and observe. Watch which plants thrive

in your space, and which birds and butterflies come to visit. Gardening with natives is not

about perfection—it is about connection. Every milkweed pod or goldenrod stem is a step

toward a healthier lake and a more vibrant landscape.

Inspiration is Right Outside

The best native plant garden is the one that reflects the natural beauty already around you.

Look at what is growing along undisturbed shorelines or nearby nature trails. You will find

inspiration for colors, textures, and plant pairings that belong on your property.

Whether you are looking to reduce mowing, support pollinators, or simply enjoy a more

natural view, native plant gardening is a beautiful way to give back to the lake you love.

Nature belongs here. So do native plants. Start today, and watch your shoreline come alive.
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BRING NATURE HOME: NATIVE PLANTS FOR YOUR

LAKEFRONT PROPERTY
ARTICLE PROVIDED BY MARILYN KLEMM ~ HALF MILR LAKE
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2025 LAKE TREATMENT SCHEDULE
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MICHIGAN BOATING RULES
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MICHIGAN BOATING RULES
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