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The Official Woodbeck Chain of Lakes Association 

Newsletter 

Sept 15th, 2023 Volume 45, Issue 3 

The Waterline 

September, 1st, 2023 

Hello Friends and Neighbors, 

As always, Mother Nature gives us more than we deserve, for longer than we 
deserve it, and more elegantly than we could ever imagine. It’s September 
and we still feel the sunshine on our cheeks in spite of watching as the trees 
slowly dull their previous brilliant greens, and the summer flowers fade away, 
making room for the fall beauties to bloom. Mother Nature sure knows what 
she’s doing! As you read this edition of the Waterline, Norm and I are most 
likely returning from an incredible experience of climbing Mount Whitney in 

California (unless he pushes me off the ledge � ). She is the highest mountain 
in the contiguous US with an elevation of 14,505 feet!  There is no doubt this will have been one of 
the most challenging and exciting adventures of my life…except for marrying Norm…now that’s an 
adventure…every day!! But life should always be an adventure or what’s the point! So, take on  
something new this month…what have you got to lose??? If you’re not sure where to start, well boy, 
oh boy do I have some ideas for you!! Keep reading and you’ll find out there are many fun and  
exciting ways to take on something new right here in your own chain of lakes community! Now if that 
doesn’t get your juices flowing, go climb a mountain!!! 

READ ON FRIENDS, and ENJOY THE WATERLINE! 

That’s all for now! 

Kindly, 

Wendi Davidson 

WCLA President 

 

Past Events, Upcoming Events, Updates, Other Stuff and Your Healthy Recipe!! 

Past Events:  

WCLA Ladies Wine and Charcuterie Nite was unfortunately cancelled. We would still like to get this 

up and running this fall. If anyone wants to host, please contact Wendi at davidsonwendi@gmail.com 

or text (616)799-0412. This is a great opportunity to get to know the “Ladies of the Lakes” and enjoy 

great wine! 

Social Dinner at Kicks was a wonderful time with a great group of friends but boy was it HUMID! We 

hung in there as long as we could in spite of the storms and tornado warning! We were brave…but 

smart! 

 

mailto:davidsonwendi@gmail.com
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Upcoming Events:  

Annual Meeting and Dinner: Saturday, September 16th at Camp Concordia. Social time from 4:30-5pm with 

meeting and dinner to follow. We will enjoy great food, get a recap of the past year, and pick new Lake Reps 

for the next year. This one you don’t want to miss!! RSVP to Nan at holmes.nanette@gmail.com or (616)213-

8247. 

 

Board Meeting: Monday, September 18th at 6:30 pm at Camp Greenwood 

“SHARE YOUR PLANTS” PLANT SALE: Saturday, September 23rd from 8am to 3pm. This will be held at the  

entrance to Wendi’s house: 13337 Oakcrest, Gowen 49326. Bring your plants (and pots if you have some you 

want to get rid of), over Friday 22nd between 8-5pm. All plants need to be in some type of container. Include 

a tag with the plant name and “shade or sun”. This was a HUGE SUCCESS last year!!! ALL PLANTS AND POTS 

ARE SOLD FOR ONLY $2!!! ONLY $2!!!!! This is a great way to expand your flower gardens without breaking 

the bank!! Money goes to support WCLA social events. Please share your plants!! 

Other Stuff: 

A big THANK YOU to all our sponsors who paid to advertise in the Waterline. Please check them out!! They 

can help you with many of your needs!  

The Kindy boat launch code is available if you have paid your membership dues. You can contact any Board 

member or lake Representative for the code. As always, please do not give the code out, close the gate, re-lock 

the lock and clear the dial when done. This code is a privilege for paid lake association members only.  

The Camp Concordia boat launch is available to paid members. Everything you need to know is on this 

page: https://www.campconcordia.org/wcla-information.html. Calendar of use can change due to groups who 

may schedule to come to use the camp.  

WE LOVE YOUR IDEAS!! If you have ideas for articles or would like to write an article for the Waterline, please 

contact Wendi at davidsonwendi@gmail.com. We always appreciate your help and input!  

 

Welcome New Families! If you know of new families on our lakes, please let our Welcome Team, Phil and  

Denise Sliva know so they can welcome them properly! Contact Phil Sliva at philsliva@chartermi.net or (616) 

970-2273. 

 

Boater’s Safety Class:  

Summer is a great time for kids and young adults to take this class! This is an ongoing opportunity to receive an 

Amazon gift card for $15.00 to anyone age 12-20 who completes the Boater’s Safety Course anytime, all year 

long!!! You can be a kid or young adult that lives on the lakes, or grandkid to someone who is a paid  

member of the lake association and take this course online at your convenience anytime throughout the year!! 

Just email a copy of your completion card to davidsonwendi@gmail.com and  

you will receive your gift card. It’s so easy and important so take advantage of it and help keep our lakes safe! 

Click on this link to begin your Boater’s Safety Course online: https://www.boat-ed.com/michigan/ 

mailto:holmes.nanette@gmail.com
https://www.campconcordia.org/wcla-information.html
mailto:davidsonwendi@gmail.com
mailto:philsliva@chartermi.net
mailto:davidsonwendi@gmail.com
https://www.boat-ed.com/michigan/
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The Meal Train is always available to help you in the event of illness or injury. Your friends and neighbors are 

here to help! Please contact Mara Iteen at Iteenmm@yahoo.com or text 616 255-6081. Even if you only need a 

few days of meals, the Meal Train is here for you!  

Also…. if you want to be a part of the Meal Train to provide meals, please let Mara know. This is how you get 

on the list to help when families are in need. Thank you, thank you, thank you! 

DID YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS CHANGE???? If it did, please let Kris Ferguson know at  

scrambledeggs85@gmail.com so you don’t miss out on important information and notifications. Also, if you are 

not receiving our email communications, please check your spam folder and accept emails from our new Gmail 

account WCLAcommunications@gmail.com. Questions can be sent to this new email account or text Angie at 

616 213-9252. 

SHARING IS CARING! If you have anything you would like to share such as ideas for social events, healthy 

recipes, lake concerns, or you simply want to listen to what the board is up to in person; you are encouraged 

and more than welcome to contact me, your Lake Representatives, or come to the Board meetings. We are  

always happy to see some new (and old) faces at the Board meetings! 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!! We have several events that we need volunteers to help us with so they can run 

smoothly and successfully. Without volunteers these events are not possible. Please contact Wendi Davidson at 

davidsonwendi@gmail.com or (616) 799-0412 or Nan Holmes at holmes.nanette@gmail.com or 

 (616)213-8247. 

 

Officers, Lake Reps and Administrators for the 2023 year can be found on the WCLA Website:  

https://woodbeckchainoflakes.com.  

Board Meeting Minutes, past President’s Corner and Waterline editions are uploaded to the WCLA Website 

for your late-night reading pleasure! https://woodbeckchainoflakes.com. 

Membership Dues: It’s only $40.00!!! A small price to pay to keep our lakes safe, our fish plentiful and support 

the fun events we want everyone to enjoy! You may pay online at https://woodbeckchainoflakes.com/pay-

dues or pay by mail.  

 

 

mailto:scrambledeggs85@gmail.com
mailto:WCLAcommunications@gmail.com
mailto:davidsonwendi@gmail.com
mailto:holmes.nanette@gmail.com
https://woodbeckchainoflakes.com
https://woodbeckchainoflakes.com
https://woodbeckchainoflakes.com/pay-dues
https://woodbeckchainoflakes.com/pay-dues
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DID YOU KNOW…….?? 

There is a site where you can learn about: 

Erosion and maintaining healthy shorelines  

Get the basics about shoreline erosion control options instead of a seawall  

Review lists of recommended native options for your lakeshore.  

 https://www.shorelinepartnership.org/ 

 

We want to keep our lakes as beautiful as possible while maintaining areas for wildlife to live and prevent erosion 

from becoming a major problem. If you are interested in learning about ways to do this, please visit https://

www.shorelinepartnership.org/ 

REMEMBER OUR MISSION: 

 

The Woodbeck Chain of Lakes Association will promote the preservation of lake/water quality, provide  

education about boat safety & etiquette and initiate social activities to promote community friendships and  

interaction. It will encourage membership and participation in the Association and will facilitate a sense of  

community amongst riparian property owners. 

Calendar of Events for the Remainder of 2023 

 

September 

 Saturday 16th  Annual Meeting/Dinner 4:30pm Camp Concordia 

 Monday 18th  Board Meeting 6:30 pm Camp Greenwood 

 Saturday 23rd Share your plant sale 8 am—3pm Wendi’s House: 13337 Oakcrest, Gowen 

October 

 Tuesday 17th  Social Dinner Candlestone 6:00pm 

November 

 Saturday 4th  Cornhole/Chili Cook-off 1pm Davidson’s House 

 Monday 13th  Board meeting 6:30 pm Location TBD 

December 

 Saturday 2nd  Christmas Party Norm and Wendi Davidson’s House 

 Sunday 10th  Cookie Exchange 1—4pm Deb Eaton’s House 

https://www.shorelinepartnership.org/
https://www.shorelinepartnership.org/
https://www.shorelinepartnership.org/
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Restoring Harmony to the Lakeshore  

While most of our Half Mile lakeshore property has been left to nature to manage since the beginning of time so to speak, 

we do have roughly 150 feet that has been modified over the years.   Nothing to drastic, and much of what was done was 

deteriorating beyond recognition.   With the removal of unsafe structures, and reinforcement of existing stones once used 

to hold the shoreline in place is how we began restoring harmony to the lakeshore.  

What was once a mowed lawn with day lilies, iris and flower shrubs along the lakeshore has now been turned into an oasis 

for native plants, birds, bees, and wildlife to enjoy.   If it looks a little unkept, it is not; but is really a start to creating a  

natural habitat.  We started by burning the area off in the early spring two years ago, what this did was allow native plants/

seeds that had been dormant to emerge.   We now have New Jersey Tea (Ceanothus americanus) flourishing on the slope 

with its dainty white flowers in the early summer months, Spotted Bee Balm (Monarada punctata) a favored nectar source 

for the endangered Karner Blue Butterfly popping up everywhere, Pussytoes (Antennaria neglecta) gracing the slope with 

their flowers that resemble a cat’s paw, Pipsissewa (Chimaphila umbellate) with its beautiful pink flowers and Wild Lupin 

(Lupinus perennis) another favorite of the Karner Blue Butterfly.  At the lakeshore, Marsh Milkweed has returned with its 

beautiful pink flowers, Marsh Ferns along with Ostrich Ferns are now growing along with a variety of native grasses that I 

have not yet identified. 

This year we removed non-native plants to allow natives to reclaim what was once theirs and added a host of pollinator 

plants that are native to Michigan.  While native plants are slow to establish themselves the first few years once  

established, they will thrive with the right conditions.   Our goal is to have an ever-flowering display along the lakeshore. 

 Erosion was a major concern in front of the house; railroad ties that had once been used to terrace the slope were  

deteriorating and allowing rain water to erode the soil, these have now been replaced with landscape blocks creating 

several landscape beds that terraces the slope down to the water.  These beds are being used to propagate native plants 

for use in the yard and as nursery stock.  

 If you have been passing our place this summer/fall you will notice the large black covered area in front of the house, this 

process is called solarization which heats up the soil underneath with the intention of killing off weeds and grass, this area 

will be replanted with native plants in the spring.   

As fall is upon us, the lakeshore will be allowed to die down naturally, thus providing food and shelter for insects and  

wildlife.  The native plants that have come back are providing an abundance of seeds this year, a good indication that we 

are reaching our goal of restoring harmony to the lakeshore.   

 

Marilyn Klemm, Half Mile Lake 

Lakeside Perennial and Native Plant Nursery 
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The Sprague’s - Rick, Deb, Zach and Evelyn 

Location: Hilltop Drive, Lake Thomas 

Moved in August of 2022. 

It has been a long-time dream to live on a lake when the kids graduated and left for college. What 

they originally thought would be a 2–3-year transition turned out to be 2 months after they found 

their forever home on Lake Thomas. Both Rick and Deb grew up on boats. Rick fishing with his dad 

and Deb south of Detroit on cruising every summer on Lake Erie, Treton Channel and Detroit River. 

Rick has a background in the public sector and currently serves as the Transportation Planner for 

Kent County Road commission. Deb has a background with health administration with various 

 nonprofits, health care system and is now an Operations Manager for a health 

care consulting company, Medical Advantage. 

Zach, 22, is a recent graduate from Michigan State University with a  

degree in Education. He is currently living on the lake as he is completing his  

internship year (student teaching) at Challenger Elementary in  

Kentwood. Zach played water polo for MSU and is loving having the chance to be 

in the water all the time on the lake! Evelyn, 20, is a sophomore at Roger Williams 

University in Bristol, Rhode Island studying International  

Relations and History. The opportunity to play field hockey took Evelyn out to 

RWU, after playing her freshmen year, she decided to focus on her academics. She is 

active on campus as a RA, the acapella group and International Relations club. 

Rick’s hometown is close, he originates from Portland Township attending Ionia High 

School, and stayed in West Michigan attending Grand Valley State University. Deb 

grew up south of Detroit attending Southgate Aquinas High School then onto Eastern  

Michigan University. The Sprague’s previously lived and raised the kids in East Grand 

Rapids community. 

Married now for 24 years, Rick and Deb met when Deb worked for the American 

 Cancer Society and Rick volunteered. Rick is in the process of restoring dad’s bass boat and the 

family has enjoyed all aspects of lake life hiking the trails, fishing straight off the dock, the sunrises, 

the sunsets, pontoon boat rides, kayaking, dinner on the deck while watching the evening boat  

parade, watching the different seasons change the lake, walking and skating on the ice, hosting lots 

of friends and family who want to enjoy the lake too and still getting to meet all the wonderful  

welcoming neighbors. 
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WOODBECK LAKE SWIM, 2nd YEAR by Kris Ferguson 

On Saturday, July 8 th , 2023, at 9:30 am, Wendi Davidson, Teri Veldman, Lynn Monroe, and I entered the water in 

front of our home to swim to good friends, Geri &amp; Jim Jessup’s home which is directly across from my house 

at the longest length of Woodbeck, a few tenths short of a mile. The temperature was much warmer than last year 

when I did the swim with Pam Swigert and Marty Scheel. Pam and Marty didn’t swim this year but were still part 

of our crew! It’s hard for others to see swimmers, so the safety crew is important. Pam kayaked alongside us with 

life jackets if needed, and her husband Jim flanked on the other side on his standup paddle board, Marty and  

Robin were photographers from their pontoon. My husband Jeff was a bit delayed, but he and Lynn’s husband  

Steve joined as part of the safety crew making sure fish in the vicinity were sufficiently distracted by Jeff’s bait. 

When I would talk about doing the swim again, a little bird mentioned that Wendi, Teri and Lynn might be  

interested, and when I asked each of them if they’d like to join me, there was barely hesitation before saying yes! 

It was awesome catching up, getting to know more about each other, handling some WCLA Apparel business, and 

Lynn had the cool idea that we should swim each lake! It didn’t happen this year, but you may just see us next year 

swimming your lake. As we got closer to the finish line, we were staggered and Teri said “we’re all finishing  

together.” We finished the swim in 55 minutes, arriving together! 

It was the first time that Wendi, Teri and Lynn had done the Woodbeck swim, it was so fun and felt like a nice  

accomplishment for all of us! Last year when we did the swim, I wanted to do it on my 55 th birthday as a goal. 

This again was mine and Marty’s birthday weekend, and at the finish line, the Jessup’s, Scheel’s, and Swigert’s had 

a special breakfast and Jessup’s hot tub waiting for us and Steve had bloody’ s and mimosas! At the finish line my 

husband Jeff also notified me that he had bad news and good news – the bad news was the Luau that we were 

supposed to go to that afternoon was being canceled due to forecasted rain, the good news was he told them that 

we could have it at our house. I was hoping for a nap after the swim, maybe next time! A goal for next year’s 

Woodbeck swim is to keep my hair dry so it looks better for finish line photos. I don’t know how Pam and Wendi 

do it. Many thanks to Wendi, Teri, and Lynn for joining me on the swim, Pam, Jim, Jeff, and Steve for being our 

safety and breakfast crew and to the Jessup’s, Scheel’s, and Swigert’s for making the finish line feel like a  

celebration! A morning swim with friends is a great way to celebrate a birthday. Kris Ferguson 
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Bob and Alicia Fuller 

We purchased our home on Horseshoe Lake from David and Gloria Gibson in the fall of 2022. We 

spend much of the winter in California where our 3 married children and 5 grandchildren live, so we 

didn’t move into our lake house until mid-May 2023. 

We are both retired now. Previously Bob was an architect with FTC&H retiring as director of the  

architectural department. Alicia worked as a mechanical engineer in the HVAC department of URS 

while raising our 3 children in our 3 different Rockford homes. Doing all the construction ourselves, 

we have built 2 homes from the ground up, with major renovations on 3 others. So this lake house 

is our first home that was move in ready – we’re learning the right way to retire! 

We really are experiencing lake life…..pontoon rides, fishing, having the grandkids visit from CA and 

enjoying the lake, or sitting on the deck watching others enjoy this beautiful area. 
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