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HELLO 2026!!! YOU BEAUTIFUL NEW YEAR!

Out with old and in with the new! This year think FRESH…fresh air, fresh ideas, fresh starts, fresh
perspectives and fresh approaches. Whatever needs “freshening up”, 2026 is the time to make it
happen. Some might call this “change” but change sometimes seems to carry negative
connotations and we don’t need negativity in our lives so let’s stick with FRESH! A fresh start isn’t a
new place; it’s a new mindset. Let this be the year you dip your toe in the water and then…JUMP IN!
Go for whatever you want to go for! Life gets exciting when you take chances so don’t miss your
opportunity. Mother Nature surrounds us with “freshness” on our amazing chain of lakes. Look deep,
what do you see, what do you feel? It’s the fresh air, fresh snowfall, fresh ideas and many fresh new
faces in our community.  We are so incredibly lucky to have this lake life. Let’s all just “freshen up”
this year and see what happens. I think we will be pleasantly surprised by how that makes us feel.  

Happy New Year and enjoy the first 2026 edition of the Waterline!

Kindly,
Wendi Davidson
WCLA President
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ADVERTISE HERE!

CONTACT
WOODBECKCLA@GMAIL.COM

FOR MORE DETAILS

Upcoming Events

January - Winter Inn
Thursday January 22nd @ 6:00 p.m.
Join us for a good time at Winter Inn!
Wait…did I say good time??? I mean
GREAT TIME! Stick around until 8:30 and
you can show off your singing voice
with Karaoke!! We’ll cheer you on!!

RSVP: CANDIE RITSEMA  -  (616) 835-2488  -  CANDIERITSEMA@YAHOO.COM

Monday February 16th @ 6:30 p.m.
Join all your lake friends for some Hot
and Spicy food and conversation!
Guaranteed to take away the winter
blues!

February - El Racho

https://www.thewinterinn.com/our-menu/
https://www.elranchomichigan.online/menu
http://www.woodbeckchainoflakes.com/
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Past Events
Sending our heartfelt gratitude to our gracious hosts!

Thank you Mike & Katherine Wolthuis & Norm &
Wendi Davidson for opening up your homes to host

these fun and festive WCLA events!

http://www.woodbeckchainoflakes.com/


CHILI OLYMPICS
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A JOLLY GOOD TIME
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HMMMM…WHAT IS GOING ON?
PERHAPS YOU HAVE LAKE CONCERNS, OR YOU
SIMPLY WANT TO LISTEN TO WHAT THE BOARD
IS DISCUSSING. YOU ARE ENCOURAGED AND

MORE THAN WELCOME TO CONTACT ME,
YOUR LAKE REPRESENTATIVES, OR COME TO

THE BOARD MEETINGS. WE ARE ALWAYS HAPPY
TO SEE SOME NEW (AND OLD) FACES AT THE

BOARD MEETINGS!

UPDATES & MORE

WCLA BOARD MEETING
 MONDAY MARCH 9TH @ 6:30 P.M.

 LOCATION: WENDI’S HOUSE
 13337 OAKCREST AVE

http://www.coachironhouse.com/
http://www.woodbeckchainoflakes.com/


UPDATES & MORE
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The 2025 WCLA fish plant of 2,000
Walleye and 200 Yellow Perch, took place
on November 8, 2025 from the McClain St.
bridge. This year our fish supplier, Stoney
Creek, recommended placing the fish in

the water by buckets, instead of dropping
them from the bridge. Planting the fish by
buckets reduces the shock they would get

from dropping them in the water.
So, with the help of the people that came

to watch, buckets of fish were carried
down to the water and released. Thank

you all that came to watch and ended up
helping out.

Remember we are able to plant the
number of fish we do because of your

donations to the fish plant fund and from
paid dues. Help us reach our $6,000 goal!
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Tom & Linda Cameron
Horseshoe Lake

Hello neighbors,  
   We are Tom and Linda Cameron. We moved here from rural Belding in June. We had

previously enjoyed lake living and really missed the beauty of it. When the opportunity
allowed us to once more move back to the lake, we jumped at the chance.  

   Linda and I lived next door, when we were toddlers. In her baby book her mom wrote
that Tommy Cameron was her first friend! We graduated from Belding in 1966 and,

unfortunately, went our separate ways shortly thereafter. In 1992 we started a
correspondence and married in 1995. Linda then followed my path in public education

to Flint, White Cloud and Marshall Michigan. On our retirement we returned to this area. 
   Linda loves crafting, painting and sewing. My hobbies are flying, scuba diving and

fishing. We both have traveled around the country trying to visit as many National Parks
as possible. We have enjoyed getting to meet many of you and if you see us putting

around in our old pontoon please wave and say hi.

WELCOME TO THE LAKES

08/16www.woodbeckchainoflakes.com

VOLUME 48, ISSUE 1 JANUARY 15, 2026

*If you are new to the lakes or know someone who is, please contact our welcome commitee Phil & Denise Sliva
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Mike & Debbi Wolford
Horseshoe Lake

Michigan and Horseshoe Lake have always been very
special places to Mike and Debbi. After retiring from 30+

year careers at State Farm Insurance in Illinois, they
were excited to relocate to the place that feels like

home. Mike and Debbi became permanent Horseshoe
Lake residents in August, 2025, but have been spending

time at the lake since 2002. They now own the home
that Debbi’s parents, John and Marcia Ficeli, built on

Horseshoe Lake 23 year ago.

Mike and Debbi have two sons, Zach (25) and Alex (23)
and two fur babies, Josie and Barney. Zach and Alex live

in Illinois, but visit Michigan as much as possible. The
family loves being on the water, boating, kayaking and

paddleboarding. You’ll also see Debbi and Mike out
walking, on their bikes and spending time outside

throughout the year. So far, they 100% recommend
retirement and living on the lake!

*If you are new to the lakes or know someone who is, please contact our welcome commitee Phil & Denise Sliva

http://www.woodbeckchainoflakes.com/
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Lake Mapping
In 2024, WCLA invested in lake mapping put together by PLM showing
depths and hardness levels of all the lakes.  These maps are available to
members once they have paid their 2025 dues by reaching out to Chris
Decker. 

The Kindy boat launch is closed for the winter. Please note that this
location is not a designated lake access point. To help deter
unauthorized use, a plastic snow fence and Private Property signs
have been installed to inform individuals that accessing the lakes
from this area is considered trespassing. As these are private lakes,
our goal is to minimize unauthorized access and protect the integrity
of the community. If you have a desire to access a lake other than
the one you live on please contact one of the lake reps and they may
be able to help you make the proper arrangements.  Thank you for
your understanding and cooperation.

What is that WEED???
See something unusual or new in the water? Take a
picture and send it to Chris Decker at 616 302-0819.
It could be a weed that we don’t need!!!

CLICK HERE for the
2025 Water Quality Reports

http://www.woodbeckchainoflakes.com/
https://woodbeckchainoflakes.com/water-quality
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BOATERS SAFETY
Spring is just around the corner, making it the perfect time for kids and young adults to
complete the Boater’s Safety Course!
This is an ongoing opportunity for anyone aged 12-20 to earn a $15 Amazon gift card upon
completing the course—available year-round! Whether you’re a young resident living on the
lakes or a grandchild of a paid Lake Association member, you can take the course online at
your convenience.
Here’s how it works:

1.Complete the Boater’s Safety Course anytime during the year.
2.Email a copy of your completion card to davidsonwendi@gmail.com.
3.Receive your $15 gift card—it’s that easy!

Not only is this a simple way to earn a reward, but it’s also an important step in helping to
keep our lakes safe.
Ready to get started? Click here to begin your online course: Boater’s Safety Course.

http://www.woodbeckchainoflakes.com/
https://www.rhynardspontoons.com/
https://www.boat-ed.com/michigan/
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The Meal Train is always available to help you in the event of illness,
injury or death of a loved one that lives with you (even if it’s only for
a short period of time). Your friends and neighbors are here to help!
Please contact Mara Iteen who will make all of the arrangements
necessary to meet your needs.
 
If you want to be a part of the Meal Train to provide meals when
needed, please contact Mara Iteen and let her know that you would
like to be on the list. When someone is in need Mara will contact
those on the list and you can sign up as needed.
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WCLA Photo Directory: Connecting Our Lake Community!
Discover the joy of putting faces to names and learning more about our wonderful lakeside
community! The WCLA Photo Directory, thoughtfully created by Phil Sliva, is now available
on the WCLA website: CLICK HERE to view the latest version..
Participation is optional, but we’d love to see everyone represented! To join in, simply
email Phil at philsliva@chartermi.net with:
A photo of you and your family
A picture of your home as seen from the lakeside
Let’s make our directory a vibrant showcase of the Woodbeck Chain of Lakes community!

DID YOU KNOW…….??
THERE IS A SITE WHERE YOU CAN LEARN ABOUT:

EROSION AND MAINTAINING HEALTHY SHORELINES. 
GET THE BASICS ABOUT SHORELINE EROSION CONTROL OPTIONS INSTEAD OF A SEAWALL.

REVIEW LISTS OF RECOMMENDED NATIVE OPTIONS FOR YOUR LAKESHORE. 
 

WE WANT TO KEEP OUR LAKES AS BEAUTIFUL AS POSSIBLE WHILE MAINTAINING AREAS FOR WILDLIFE TO LIVE IN AND PREVENT EROSION FROM
BECOMING A MAJOR PROBLEM. IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN LEARNING ABOUT WAYS TO DO THIS, PLEASE VISIT

HTTPS://WWW.SHORELINEPARTNERSHIP.ORG/

https://www.russellplumbingandheating.net/
http://www.woodbeckchainoflakes.com/
https://www.flatriverassociates.com/
https://woodbeckchainoflakes.com/wcla-directory


It’s Time to Pay Your 2026 WCLA Dues!
A heartfelt thank you to everyone who supports our lakes by paying their dues. Your
contributions make a big difference in keeping our lake community thriving!
Dues are just $50.00 for the year—that’s only $4.17 per month, less than the cost of a
Starbucks coffee!
Your dues go a long way toward:

Keeping our lakes clean and safe
Funding canal signage and other communications
Covering maintenance, repairs, and unexpected issues
Supporting fish stocking and ensuring plentiful fishing
Sponsoring fun community events we all enjoy

How to Pay:
Online: Visit woodbeckchainoflakes.com/pay-dues
By Mail:

       Make checks payable to WCLA and mail to:
       PO Box 482, Greenville, MI 48838
If your name isn’t on the paid membership list (below), we haven’t received your
payment. Remember, dues must be paid to use the boat launches.
The 2025 paid membership list will be included in every issue of the President’s Corner
and Waterline as a handy reminder. 😊
Thank you for your continued dedication to our lakes!

OUR MISSON
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The Woodbeck Chain of Lakes Association will promote the preservation of lake/water quality,
provide education about boat safety & etiquette and initiate social activities to promote

community friendships and interaction. It will encourage membership and participation in the
Association and will facilitate a sense of community amongst riparian property owners.

The WCLA Waterline is published three times a year, brimming with
valuable updates and engaging content. Have an idea for an article?
We’d love to hear it! Better yet, if you’d like to contribute by writing an
article, we’d greatly appreciate your input.

The next issue is set to be released in May 2025, and the deadline for
article submissions and advertisements is May 5th. Submit articles and
ideas to Jamie Skinner

https://woodbeckchainoflakes.com/pay-dues
http://www.woodbeckchainoflakes.com/


SPONSORS

Coach House Iron

Cover Concepts

Elevation Mortgage

Amber Covell

Flat River Associates

Andrea Belding

Fred’s Auto Service

Lakeside Perennials

Reynhout

Contracting LLC

Rhynards Pontoons

Russell Plumbing &

Heating

Stout Built

Affordable Advertising Opportunity!
Thank you to all local businesses for choosing to advertise with us.  Advertise in
all three issues (January, May, and September) is just $35—that’s less than $12

per issue!  Contact Jamie Skinner for additional information.
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