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But before I leave, as I mentioned in the June’s Waterline, I would be asking the board to scale things back a bit.  

For example, reduce the number of meetings to four (4) times per year and reduce the Waterline Newsletter 

publication from four (4) times per year to three (3).   The hope is to make it a little more attractive to recruit new 

board members.  I am happy to report that at the July 10 WCLA board meeting, the board has adopted the change   

limiting the Board meeting commitments to around four (4) hours per year!  And Waterline Newsletter to 3 times 

a year.  A detailed explanation of the changes will be found in this Waterline issue.   Please consider becoming a 

board member at the upcoming WCLA Annual meeting on Saturday, August 26.  The association is in need of new 

blood, with new ideas, to carry it into the future. 

Don’t forget to check our WCLA Facebook page for information regarding upcoming happenings.   

It’s been a privilege and a pleasure. 

 

As always, stay safe everyone and I’ll see you on the water! 

 

Tom “Uncle Tom” Stressman 
WCLA President 
 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Woodbeck-Chain-of-Lakes-Association-133309000037956/?fref=ts 

 

“FIVE LAKES – ONE COMMUNITY” 
www.woodbeckchainoflakes.com 

 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT… 
 

Greetings Everyone! 

 
Well this is my last letter as I’ll be stepping down as President this month. 

 

I would like to thank everyone for the support over these past years, 

especially the board members I have had the pleasure of working with! 

Remember, without these people who graciously volunteer, most of the great 

things that happen in our community wouldn’t happen.  Please consider 

getting involved.    

 

  Tom Stressman, WCLA President 

WCLA Annual Meeting 
Saturday, August 26 

4:30 p.m. - ½ hour Social 

5:00 p.m. - Meeting 

6:00 p.m. – Dinner 

Location:  Camp Greenwood 

 

Free Dinner and meeting for 

WCLA paid 

Member Families! 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROGRESSIVE KAYAKING/CANOEING 
On July 15 we awaited in anticipation to see how this event was going to come together as it was our first 

attempt in coordinating a progressive event and to our surprise it was the biggest HIT we’ve had!!!  As the 

1:00 p.m. start time was approaching at Host Home #1, Horseshoe Lake (Holmes, Davis’s Gibson), it was clear 

to see that it was going to work. Kayakers started approaching from all directions, all in all we had 

approximately 45-50 kayakers/canoers/paddle boards participate, weather was perfect and the anticipation 

to get started was finally lessened.   

 

Our 1st host home provided drinks, appetizers and it created the meet and greet with approximately 35 

kayakers then off they went to Host Home #2, Woodbeck Lake (King’s home) with a Mexican theme awaiting 

them with another 6 or so kayakers awaiting for them there too… the group started getting bigger and bigger 

at each stop…then off they went to Host Home #3, Banks Lake (Neve’s home)…as they left the King’s it was 

great to see how the kayakers were able to cross through the middle of Woodbeck Lake (pontoons separated 

and opened up for them) without any fear of boats fast approaching to knock them over…thank you WCLA 

boaters for staying away until our kayakers passed through…The Neve’s provided another rest area with 

drinks and appetizers and sent them off to the final destination to Host Home #4, Thomas Lake (Davidson’s 

home) to provide a meal, drinks, music, and a dive in the pool finale!  

 

A huge “Thank You” to all our hosts…this event would not have come together if not for your participation.  

Many have asked that this be an annual event and many have provided their suggestions and comments for 

next year.  So we are quite sure this event will take place again next year, with some added features…so stay 

tuned! …more photos on page 6.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

  

  

 

 



WCLA 3rd Annual 4-Person Scramble 
Another great event!!!...this time with our golfers! The WCLA's 3rd annual 4-Person Scramble at Brookside 

Golf & Grill in Gowen was held on Saturday, July 29 and turned out to be a huge success enjoyed by all in 

perfect weather! 72 players (18 teams) participated including  10 year old, Seeton Hoogerhyde, grandson to 

Don & Lois Hoogerhyde, Horseshoe Lake, who played a spectacular game winning The Birdie Hole, and longest 

putt and may be our next Tiger Woods! See his photo on page 14. 

 

A huge, huge 'Thank You' goes out to Norm Davidson, owner of Golf Emporium and homeowner on Thomas 

Lake, for organizing the event…Norm’s enthusiasm and creativity to the sport has generated a lot of fun for 

each participant and each team.  Now these next words I use will mean something to the golf enthusiast but 

as me, a lay person, I may be butchering up the following words… 6 feet of Yarn, 4 Mulligan’s, and 4 

Grenades…these resources were used, which I’ve learned are not typical to your everyday golf game, helped 

even up the playing field, keeping this event to an amateur state, produced lower scores, and created a fun 

factor guaranteeing wanting to come back again next year… he also added two bonus holes at Hole #4 (Birdie 

hole) and Hole #11 (Inside the Circle).  Everyone had a grand time! 

 

Last, but not least a huge “thank you” to our following sponsors, Mike Wolthuis of Virtual Systems (Woodbeck 

Lake) and Barry Thornton of Winter Inn (Woodbeck Lake) providing our winners with gift certificates, and the 

outstanding service provided by Trent Schroder, owner of the Brookside Golf and Grill and his team. A big 

Thank You also goes out to our volunteers Gloria Gibson, Jerome Neve, Nan Holmes and Tom Hawkinson for 

their continued service to our five lakes, one community!  
 
Noted below are some of our winners…congratulations!    
 
2017 – 1

st
 Place Lake Champions – Score of 53   

Doug Herring, Ellen Miller, Tom Vanportfleet    

and Eric Eagles       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2017 – 10

th
 Place – Score of 59     

Tim Jones, Joselyn Shaffer, and Jim &     

Vickie Harris        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Bonus Hole Winners: 
Hole #4 (Birdie Hole) 

Ron Eaton, Seeton Hoogerhyde, Jeff Wilson and 

Donna Layle 

 

Hole #11 (Inside the Circle) 

Evan Martin, Cameron Kortes and Mike Knapp 

 

Congratulations to all the Winners! 

2017 - 2
nd

 Place – Score of 50 

Norm & Wendi Davidson and Mike & Amy Stump  

*Former Champions* 

According to the rules, former 1
st

 place champions 

are excluded from winning first place status in 

subsequent tournaments 

Sorry, no photo taken, my bad!… 

2017 – 1
st

 Place Non-Lake Champions- Score of 48 

Mitch Stressman, Andy Acker, Cameron Kortes & 

Ben Raven 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
         
 

 
 
 
           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Woodbeck Chain of Lakes  
T-Shirts/Sweatshirts   
 
T-shirts, sweatshirts, hoodies and caps are still 
available. 
 
If you wish to place an order, email me the 
size, style and number you wish reserved 
to dggibson12435@gmail.com and I will 
forward the attire to your lake 
representative. 
 
Prices: 
T-Shirts - $10 (S,M,L,XL, 2X);  
Sweatshirts - $20 (S,M,L,XL, 2X);  
Hoodie Sweatshirt with zipper - $25 (S,M,L,XL) 
2X add $2, 3X add $4, 4X add $6  
Caps, with WCLA logo, navy blue only - $10 

REMINDER: 
Has your e-mail address 

changed? Have you moved or 

sold your property and 

receiving this newsletter in 

error? Please let me know 

immediately.  E-mail me your 

information to Gloria Gibson 

at 

dggibson12435@gmail.com 
 

YOU ARE OUR EYES AND EARS 

The quickest way I find out that we 
have new residents on the lake or 
someone has moved is by word 
of mouth. Otherwise, I don’t find  
out until I get a printout from the Townships,    
and have to verify everyone individually one by  
one, and that my friend is a lot of work!!!   
 
So please forward any information to me so I can 
update our database and also to have our 
Welcoming Committee meet our new resident to 
make them feel more at home. Send to 
Gloria Gibson at dggibson12435@gmail.com 

 

 

BOAT LAUNCH… 

Please plan ahead…Do not wait until the last minute to contact your lake rep asking for the code as they 

may not be available to answer your call.  Each of our 23 lake reps have an updated paid membership list while 

given a minute can look up your name and give you the latest code.  You will need your 2017 paid Membership 

Card to use the Camp Concordia boat launch. Here’s the link for times and dates for Camp Concordia. 

Click here for available dates: http://www.campconcordia.com/launch 

 

IMPORTANT REMINDER:  Please remember to re-lock the launch gate, both Kindy Dr and Camp 

Concordia boat launch, once you put your boat in or out of the water.  The gates continue to be left opened!  

Camp Concordia will deny access to the boat launch to repeat offenders and that includes boat delivery 

services…so make sure to remind your family and boat delivery services to re-lock! 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NEW CHANGES TO WCLA BOARD 

MEETINGS… 
At the last WCLA Board meeting on July 10, 2017 the 

Board unanimously voted to reduce the number of 

meetings held each year from 9 meetings to 4 meetings 

a year!!!   

 

This change was made to reduce the time demand on 

lake representatives and thereby encourage volunteers 

to serve as lake representatives.   So with this change, 

please consider being a lake representative for your 

lake.   Lake reps are elected at the Annual Meeting 

(Saturday, August 26.)  The newly elected 

representatives will then meet on Monday, September 

11 and establish the meeting schedule for the 

2017/2018 fiscal year. 

 

If you are unable to attend the Annual Meeting but wish 

to be nominated as a lake rep, please send me an email 

to dggibson12435@gmail.com and I will present your 

nomination at the Annual Meeting for you. 

 

NEW CHANGES TO THE WATERLINE 

NEWSLETTER AND DISTRIBUTION… 
 

At the last WCLA Board meeting on July 10, 

2017 the Board approved two changes to the 

publication of the Waterline Newsletter; 

1) The number of publications will be reduced 

from 4 to 3 per year, and… 

2) The Newsletter will only be sent electronically 

beginning with the November 2017 issue.   

Thus it is very important that WCLA have your 

correct email address so the newsletter can be 

sent to you.   If you have not provided me with 

your email address you will not be receiving an 

email notification of the Waterline publication. 

If you have changed your email address or have 

not provided one, please forward your email 

address to dggibson12435@gmail.com  

The ‘e-mail blasts’, aka ”WCLA Reminders” will 

continue to be sent informing you that the 

Waterline is available for viewing with a “pdf” 

formatted copy included in the email. There will 

also be a link to the WCLA website where 

historical copies of Waterlines are stored for 

your access convenience.  

The reasons for these change are two-fold: 

1. Eliminate approximately $1000 of 

annual expense related to printing, 

folding, stamping, and mailing 130 or 

so copies of the Newsletter. 

2. Eliminate the need to muster   

volunteers to do the work. 

The new board members will decide at the 

September 11 Board meeting the 3 dates the 

Waterline will be published. 

WCLA ANNUAL MEETING- mark your calendar! 

Date: Saturday, August 26, 2017 

Location: Camp Greenwood 

Time: 

4:30pm – Social ½ Hour 

5:00pm – Meeting 

6:00pm – Dinner 

The annual meeting & dinner is free to all paid member 

families. The annual meeting will review the activities 

of the past year & seek input from the members for 

next year. We will hold elections for lake reps for each 

lake & encourage you to consider becoming a rep for 

your lake.  The dinner is fantastic and a great way to 

meet fellow members on your lake.  This year Camp 

Greenwood’s cook, Caroline, will be preparing our 

meal. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
         Ron Crame 
         
        23” Walleys 

 
        

 
         
        19” Bass 

 
         All caught and 
              Released 
 

Caught on Banks Lake from the 
top of the McGahey's deck… 
Joshua Felstow, age 9, from Leonard, Michigan (east 

side of the state) caught this 22", 3 3/4 pound large 

mouth bass from the top of the deck of his 

grandparents cottage.  You read right, deck, not dock!  

He was at the top of deck and through over his line!  

He was visiting his grandparents, Marilyn and Mike 

over the 4th of July weekend and was so excited.  

Many people, even on the other side of the lake, 

heard him holler "I caught a bass"!!!   He can't wait to 

visit again and catch another.  Congratulations 

Joshua!!! 

 

 
 

 

Fish Tales by Ron Crame… 
As an avid angler, with a passion for fishing for a 

variety of species, our chain of lakes has provided 

me with ample opportunities to pursue one of my 

favorite hobbies.  For 16 years, I have resided on 

Woodbeck Chain of Lakes either full or part time. I 

have caught just about every kind of fish that 

swims in our waters. When I learned of the 

Walleye plants, it further peaked my interest in 

actively fishing our lakes.  

 

After some, much needed, research on how to 

catch these formidable opponents, I have pursued 

them ever since, not because they are easy to 

catch, but the opposite. I consider it a bonus when 

I can land a nice Walleye.  I’m sure that our 

neighbors on Woodbeck have caught a glimpse of 

me trolling along for hours in the morning.  I am 

often out 2-3 mornings a week and average about 

one Walleye per week. Though more than half of 

those that I catch are under 15 inches, this seems 

to show that the stocking program is working very 

nicely.    

 

To give you a picture, I have caught 300 fish of 

various species this year alone, and I consider that 

a “slow year.”  Although mid-summer is a difficult 

time to try to catch Walleye, I have found that 

there are plenty of Bass and Crappie also out there 

to bend your rod! I hope to see some fellow 

anglers out on the water! 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          

 
 
         
         

 
 
 
 
           
     
                 12” Bullhead 

Ruthanne…large mouth Bass 

 

       

 

 

 

 
       Dylan Ross, with a 20” Walleye, caught 

             with the help of Ron Crame 

 

 

 

       Jaden  

       With a 

       Large 

       Mouth 

       Bass… 

       Caught a 

       17.5” & 18” 

       on that 

       Day! 

        

 

 

       Carter 

       Caught 

       A Pike 

 

 
 

 

And Who Says there’s no fish in our 

Waters… 
The following photos were shared with me to include 

in our Waterline 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

        

 

         

 

         

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
         
         

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The WCLA will promote the preservation of 

lake/water quality, provide education about boat 

safety & etiquette and initiate social activities to 

promote community friendships and interaction. It 

will encourage membership and participation in the 

Association and will facilitate a sense of 

community amongst riparian property owners. 

 
COOKIE EXCHANGE EVENT 
Save the date! 
Laurie Acker, Horseshoe Lake, is planning 
a cookie exchange this year for our WCLA 
community…for Sunday, December 3rd… 
More details to come in our November 
issue. 

QUICK NOTE… 
If you are not receiving “WCLA Monthly 
Reminders” from me via email, it’s because 
you have not provided me with your email 
address or you are not a paid member. Send 
me your email address to 
dggibson12435@gmail.com – your email 
address will not be shared to any 3rd party SOCIAL GET-TOGETHER SCHEDULE 

Our social get-togethers have been a huge 
success!!! Residents continue to meet on a 
monthly basis. We’ve been able to meet many 
new lake residents who have joined our lakes 
recently, have made new friendships and have 
also created time to just catch up.  So mark your 
calendars and make an attempt to come out and 
say “Hi” and, of course, enjoy a great meal… 
  

New Start time for all dinners:  6:15 p.m. 

• Sept 21 – Smyrna Bar & Rest., Belding 
• Oct 17 – Flo’s Restaurant, Greenville 
• Nov 16 – El Rancho Restaurant, 

Greenville 
 

 

 

 

Our most recent get together was on July 27  

at the Clifford Inn…attended by 25 residents! 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       
                

 

 

The following article is an excerpt from the 
July 2017 Michigan Lakes & Stream 
Association Newsletter (ML&SA) that may 
be interest to all of us… 
 
"OF MOSQUITOES AND KILLER BEES" 
  
 
 
 
By Clifford H. Bloom, Esq. 
Bloom Sluggett  PC 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
www.bloomsluggett.com 

 

 

There have been many headaches for lakefront 

property owners in Michigan over the years, 

particularly with regard to the latest watercraft 

“toy”. During the 1960’s and 1970’s, the main safety 

problem on inland lakes was speed boats (with or 

without water skiers) operated in a fast or unsafe 

fashion. During the 1980’s, the proliferation of jet 

skis or personal watercraft struck many riparians as 

a nuisance and safety hazard. Today, riparians are 

becoming increasingly concerned about the 

popularity of “wave boats” (also sometimes 

referred to as bladder boats,    
 

 

wave runner boats or wakeboard boats). 

Unfortunately, the impact of wave boats on 

Michigan inland lakes appears to be 

dramatically worse than the negative 

consequences of personal watercraft and 

conventional speed boats. As one law 

enforcement officer put it, personal watercraft 

are mosquitos and problem speed boats are 

bumble bees, while wave boats are African 

killer bees! 

 

What is a wave boat? It is a watercraft of speed 

boat size (or slightly larger in some cases) that 

uses mechanical means to fill reservoirs 

(sometimes called “bladders”) with water or 

other liquid to increase the boat’s weight and 

mass, and to raise or lower the boat in the 

water. Depending upon how a wave boat is 

operated, it can throw a tremendous wake and 

create huge artificial waves. In fact, such boats 

are actually designed and intended to throw 

huge waves. That is part of the fun associated 

with these watercraft – they create waves that 

can be “surfed” by water skiers or wake 

boarders. To read more of the article, click 

on the link below.  

http://www.mymlsa.org/of-mosquitoes-and-

killer-bees/ 



Mark your calendars…Tom & Christine are having a party!!! And 

you are all invited!!! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WCLA 

 
Woodbeck Chain of Lakes Association 

Five Lakes, One Community 
Banks • Half Mile • Horseshoe • Thomas • Woodbeck 

 Website: www.woodbeckchainoflakes.com 

 
New Membership        Renewal            Date:___________________ 

 

Member’s Name:___________________________   Spouse/Other Name:___________________________ 

 

Mailing Address:       Lake Address:  

Street___________________________________       Street_______________________________________ 

City ____________________________________       City ________________________________________ 

State_________________Zip________________        State___________________Zip__________________ 

Tel: ____________________________________        Tel:  ________________________________________   

e-mail: _________________________________         e-mail: ______________________________________ 

e-mail addresses are for Association use only. They will not be distributed for any other use. 

 

                                       WCLA Membership Enrollment Form January 1 - December 31, 2018 
 

Woodbeck Chain of Lakes Association 2018 Dues:  $35.00 

Fish Plant Donation:      $_______ 

Total Remittance:          $_______ 

 

Please remit to:   Woodbeck Chain of Lakes Association 

      PO Box 482, Greenville, MI 48838 

  

If you have questions concerning membership, have a change of address or e-mail change, please contact  

Gloria Gibson at 616-894-0938 or e-mail dggibson12435@gmail.com.  If you are a new member, please  

note the previous owner’s name if known:____________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Contributions to the Woodbeck Chain of Lakes Association, Inc are not tax deductible for federal income tax purposes. 

 

Visit us on Facebook and “Like” us: https://www.facebook.com/Woodbeck-Chain-of-Lakes-Association-

133309000037956/?fref=ts 

 

 

 



 

WCLA OFFICERS AND LAKE REPESENTATIVES 

2016-2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
10 yr old, Seeton Hoogerhyde, showing 

his skills, playing a spectacular game at our Golf Event! 

 

HORSESHOE LAKE E-MAIL ADDRESS PHONE 

Sara Murray saramurray85@yahoo.com 616-204-2132 
Bob Darvill bobdarvill@gmail.com 616-754-5453 
Don Hoogerhyde* d_hoog@hotmail.com 616-232-2273 

Mickey Davis*, Alt sflow69@hotmail.com 616-813-2960 

Bruce Veldman, Treasurer bruceveldman@gmail.com 616-712-6346 

BANKS LAKE   

Nicole Neve* nicole.neve@huntington.com 616-824-1428 
Stephanie Jollands* srjollands@gmail.com 616-644-2621 
Ron Trumble, Vice President rtrumble1@gmail.com 616-490-4474 
Tom Hawkinson, Alt thawk@charter.net 616-225-8390 
Kevin & Carol Bird*, Alt kcb5357@yahoo.com 616-225-3757 

HALF MILE LAKE   

Robert Alexander* bobaque47@yahoo.com 616-232-2777 
Donna Layle* dlayle@gmail.com 616-712-6008 
Becky Thornton* beckygthornton@gmail.com 616-835-3471 
Craig Oldenburg, Alt craig@campconcordia.org 616-754-3785 

THOMAS LAKE   

Jodie Ramos* jramos68@aol.com 616-690-3803 
Tom Stressman, President wclapresident@gmail.com 616-293-3807 
Ruth Kohn*, Secretary jonhkohn.rg@gmail.com 231-923-0063 
Jon Kohn* jonhkohn@gmail.com 616-329-4779 
Norm Davidson*, Alt norm@thegolfemporium.com 616-799-2425 

WOODBECK LAKE   

Sandy Allers sandygladstoneallers@gmail.com 616-292-2632 
Kris Ferguson scrambledeggs85@gmail.com 616-299-1739 
Kevin Martin* homey@chartermi.net 616-893-9508 
Barbara Tornholm*, Alt btornholm@sbcglobal.net 517-676-5598 
    * New Lake reps    
   
Gloria Gibson 
Waterline Newsletter & Email Blast 

 
dggibson12435@gmail.com 

 
616-894-0938 

Nan Holmes 
Welcoming & Social Get Togethers 

 
holmes.nanette@gmail.com 

 
616-970-5155 

 

 



 

Last 2 weed treatments are scheduled for week of 8/7 & 8/21 

See description below.  Make sure you look for the posted signs 

on water restrictions and use  

    
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EVIS SIGHTING…JULY 1
st

 
Elvis doesn’t age!  Beverly Jones, & 

family, Woodbeck Lake, once again 

entertained the WCLA community 

with an Elvis impersonator and once 

again we enjoyed the music “The 

King” created.  Everyone had an 

enjoyable time and we want to thank 

her and her family along with her 

neighbor’s, the Martin’s, for keeping 

the audience well hydrated and 

entertained! Until next year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRINT A COPY FOR YOUR FAMILY, GUESTS AND/OR RENTERS 



 


