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The Official Woodbeck Chain of Lakes AssociaƟon 
NewsleƩer 

Sept 17th, 2024 Volume 46, Issue 3 
The Waterline 

September 9th, 2024 

Hello Friends and Neighbors,  

Have you talked to Mother Nature lately?? Well, you should, she is always  
listening and never judges! She has been more than generous with a beauƟful 
summer for all of us to enjoy. Last week, she gave us a glimpse of fall with 
some cool temperatures, some early color changes and some very windy days. 
But now, she’s blowing some hot air our way again to end summer on a  
gorgeous note. Although it never seems long enough, summer will end and we 
will look forward to the next amazingly beauƟful Ɵme of the year…Fall. I will 
be enjoying a good part of it in Utah exploring Zion and Bryce NaƟonal Parks. There is nothing beƩer 
than seeing what Mother Nature has done all over the United States. It cleanses the soul and fuels 
the mind and body. So…as I refill my personal cup with giŌs only she can give me, I will not be wriƟng 
a President’s Corner for the month of October. Most of the informaƟon you might want has been 
added to this ediƟon of the Waterline. Reminders and updates will sƟll come to you via emails and 
text messages so no worries about missing out! Take Ɵme to read all the great informaƟon below and 
mostly, go outside, smile and be grateful.  

That’s all for now! 

Kindly, 

Wendi Davidson 

WCLA President 

Past Events, Upcoming Events, Updates and Other Stuff!!!  

Past Events: 

August Annual Dinner. A detailed review of the past years WCLA events and commiƩee reports 
were shared with 65 people in aƩendance. This was followed by choosing Lake RepresentaƟves and a 
fantasƟc meal catered by ChrisƟne Sobie. Awesome presentaƟon!!  A big thank you to all our Officers 
and Board members who volunteer their Ɵme to make sure our lake community is the BEST! Thank 
you to everyone who came and to everyone who helped with set up, clean up and bringing desserts 
to share. Your belly and brain were filled to the top! No one went home hungry or uninformed!! Big 
thank you to Candie Ritsema for organizing the event and to Camp Concordia for sharing their facility 
with us.  

WCLA Ladies of The Lakes Wine and Charcuterie Night: Great, great, great event hosted by Ann 
Decker with around 20 ladies enjoying great company and great wine! What a great way to meet 
neighbors and make new friends! Cheers to you Ann!! 
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Board MeeƟng:  Officers were voted in: President: Wendi Davidson, Vice President: Chris Decker, Secretary: Kris  
Ferguson, Treasurer: Jamie Skinner. A big thank you to Bruce Veldman and Kevin Bird for their incredibly valuable 
years of service as Treasurer and Vice President. They kept our Board running smoothly with their insight and years 
of experience guiding all of us in the right direcƟon. It truly has been a privilege working with both of you as Officers 
and I will conƟnue to seek your experƟse from Ɵme to Ɵme! You can find minutes from all Board meeƟngs at the 
website: WCLA Website: hƩps://woodbeckchainoflakes.com 

 

Upcoming Events:  

WCLA Ladies of The Lakes Wine and Charcuterie Night: Thursday, September 19th at 4pm. I will be hosƟng this 
month and hope you can join us for some “wine and water” fun at 13337 Oakcrest Ave, Gowen 49326. I will supply 
the wine and charcuterie boards full of fabulous food. The pool will be warm and open if you choose to relax and sip 
a liƩle wine in the water! Your cost is only $20.00. Please RSVP me (Wendi Davidson) at  
davidsonwendi@gmail.com or text me at 616.799.0412. CHEERS LADIES! Gentlemen are welcome aŌer 7pm. BEST 
OF ALL!! We will also have a sample of the personalized Ladies Of The Lakes wine glass you can pre-order!! Cost 
for the wine glass will be $15.00 which must be paid prior to ordering. Those who already ordered one.…they will be 
ready for you to pick up that night.  

WCLA Share Your Plants Plant Sale:  Saturday, September 21st: Thin those plants and share them with your lake 
friends! It’s that Ɵme again to make your flower beds beauƟful and share your gorgeous plants with everyone. All 
plants will be ONLY $2.00!!! Drop off plants and/or cool pots (not the store pots they come in) on Friday,  
September 20st at Wendi Davidson’s house: 13337 Oakcrest Ave, Gowen. Please include a label with the plant name 
and shade or sun.  Sale starts at 0800 on Saturday, 21nd and runs unƟl 5pm or when the plants and pots are gone!! 
See flyer in previous emails for details.   

WCLA September Social Dinner: Wednesday, September 25th at beauƟful Clifford Lake Inn. Join your friends and 
neighbors for a relaxing evening and dinner at 6pm. RSVP to Candie Ritsema: candieritsema@yahoo.com or text her 
at 616.835.2488.  

Planning ahead…Cornhole/Chili Cookoff will be Saturday, November 2nd. Some like it hot! Some like it spicy! Some 
like it any which way!! I’m talking Chili, Chili, Chili!! It’s Ɵme to showoff and share your favorite chili recipe and 
see if you are a WINNER! Along with chili, we are going to have a BLAST with a CORNHOLE COMPETITION!! You 
don’t even have to be good to play!! IT’s about FUN, FUN, FUN!! It will be a fantasƟc day! Lots of warm spots to 
mingle both inside and outside. Two fire pits with warm fires blazing, and…Inside bathrooms!! Last year we had 26 
pots of chili and 60 people join in the fun! 

Starts at 1pm on Saturday, November 2nd and will end around 6pm (or when we are done having fun)!  

LocaƟon: Norm and Wendi’s House 13337 Oakcrest Ave, Gowen 49326 



 3 

Please RSVP by October 24th! We must know how many teams we have for the tournament and how many pots 
of chili to set up for. If you signed up and unexpectedly cannot make it, PLEASE LET ME KNOW ASAP.  
davidsonwendi@gmail.com or text (616) 799-0412 

Please let me know if you have corn-hole boards we can borrow. You will be able to drop them off anyƟme 
starƟng October 27th through November 1st. We will need about 20 boards to have a tournament. Volunteers also 
needed!!! 

This acƟvity is supported by WCLA membership dues. 

Watch for the flyer with all the details to come out soon!!    

Updates and Other Stuff: 

2025 Dues can be paid anyƟme now!  It’s only $40.00!!! A small price to pay to keep our lakes clean and 
safe, our fish plenƟful and support the fun events we want everyone to enjoy! You may pay online at 
 hƩps://woodbeckchainoflakes.com/pay-dues or pay by mail. Make checks payable to WCLA. If your name is not 
on the paid list, we did not receive your payment. You must pay your dues to use the boat launches. 

***ATTACHED is the 2024 PAID MEMBERSHIP LIST*** 2025 Paid membership list coming soon. 😊 

Water Levels: Have you noƟced the water levels seem lower? We checked into it with Joel Morgan, Senior  
Engineer with Kent County Drain Commission. He reassured us that although they are low, they remain above the  
established legal lake elevaƟon set by the Circuit Court. The water conƟnues to flow as it should over the weir 
 structure located on the North end of Half Mile Lake. Water levels will vary depending on the Ɵme of the year and 
climate changes, so we with see this from Ɵme to Ɵme. We will conƟnue to monitor this closely and address it  
further if anything changes.  

Update from the Independent Bridge CommiƩee: The survey indicated a strong interest in raising the bridge. The 
commiƩee plans to move forward with an official vote. Watch for it to come out soon via email or regular mail. 
They will also be geƫng bids from Kent County Road Commission so the total cost will be known. They will be  
having a second Town hall meeƟng soon to give updates to quesƟons previously asked and to address new  
quesƟons. You can also send your quesƟons or comments to craig_wassenaar@yahoo.com. The WCLA Board re-
mains neutral on this issue.  

What’s that WEED??? See something unusual or new in the water? Take a picture and send it to Chris Decker at 616 
302-0819. It could be a weed that we don’t need!!! 

Email plaƞorm with text messaging: Please text Angie Peterman at 616-213-9252 if you have concerns about email 
communicaƟon and she will make sure to get any issues resolved for you! 
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Also…. if you want to be a part of the Meal Train to provide meals, please let Mara know. This is how you get on 
the list to help when families are in need. Thank you, thank you, thank you! 

SHARING IS CARING! If you have anything you would like to share such as ideas for social events, healthy recipes, 
lake concerns, or you simply want to listen to what the board is up to in person; you are encouraged and more 
than welcome to contact me, your Lake RepresentaƟves, or come to the Board meeƟngs. We are always happy to 
see some new (and old) faces at the Board meeƟngs! 

Officers, Lake Reps and Administrators for the 2024 year will be available on the WCLA Website:  
hƩps://woodbeckchainoflakes.com.  

DID YOU KNOW…….?? 

There is a site where you can learn about: 

Erosion and maintaining healthy shorelines  

Get the basics about shoreline erosion control opƟons instead of a seawall  

Review lists of recommended naƟve opƟons for your lakeshore.  

We want to keep our lakes as beauƟful as possible while maintaining areas for wildlife to live and prevent erosion 
from becoming a major problem. If you are interested in learning about ways to do this, please visit  

hƩps://www.shorelinepartnership.org/ 

 
REMEMBER OUR MISSION: 

The Woodbeck Chain of Lakes AssociaƟon will promote the preservaƟon of lake/water quality, provide  
educaƟon about boat safety & eƟqueƩe and iniƟate social acƟviƟes to promote community friendships and  
interacƟon. It will encourage membership and parƟcipaƟon in the AssociaƟon and will facilitate a sense of  
community amongst riparian property owners. 

 
Calendar of Events for 2024: Remember, some of these events are tentaƟve and we need volunteers to make 
them happen. With your help, we can offer fun events that will run smoothly and successfully. Without volunteers 
these events are not possible. If you would like to help, please contact Wendi Davidson at  
davidsonwendi@gmail.com or (616) 799-0412 or Nan Holmes at holmes.naneƩe@gmail.com or  

616 213-8247 or Candie Ritsema at candieritsema@yahoo.com or 616 835-2488. 



 5 

The Meal Train is always available to help you in the event of illness, injury or death of a loved one that lives with 
you. Your friends and neighbors are here to help! Please contact Mara Iteen at Iteenmm@yahoo.com or text 616 
255-6081. Even if you only need a few days of meals, the Meal Train is here for you!  

If you want to be a part of the Meal Train to provide meals, please let Mara know. This is how you get on the list 
to help when families are in need. Thank you, thank you, thank you! 

DID YOUR LIGHTBULB GO ON?? Do you have some BRIGHT IDEAS for social events or anything else that would 
benefit our lake community? Share, share, share with us!! New ideas are always welcome.  

DID YOU KNOW…….?? 

There is a site where you can learn about: 

Erosion and maintaining healthy shorelines  

Get the basics about shoreline erosion control opƟons instead of a seawall  

Review lists of recommended naƟve opƟons for your lakeshore.  

 

We want to keep our lakes as beauƟful as possible while maintaining areas for wildlife to live and prevent erosion 
from becoming a major problem. If you are interested in learning about ways to do this, please visit  
hƩps://www.shorelinepartnership.org/ 

HMMMM…what’s going on? Perhaps you have lake concerns, or you simply want to listen to what the Board is 
discussing. You are encouraged and more than welcome to contact me, your Lake RepresentaƟves, or come to the 
Board meeƟngs. We are always happy to see some new (and old) faces at the Board meeƟngs! 

 

Officers, Lake Reps and Administrators will be available on the WCLA Website:  
hƩps://woodbeckchainoflakes.com.  

REMEMBER OUR MISSION: 

The Woodbeck Chain of Lakes AssociaƟon will promote the preservaƟon of lake/water quality, provide  
educaƟon about boat safety & eƟqueƩe and iniƟate social acƟviƟes to promote community friendships and  
interacƟon. It will encourage membership and parƟcipaƟon in the AssociaƟon and will facilitate a sense of  
community amongst riparian property owners. 

 
Calendar of Events for 2024: Remember, some of these events are tentaƟve and we need volunteers to make 
them happen. If you would like to help, please contact Wendi Davidson at davidsonwendi@gmail.com or (616) 799
-0412 or Candie Ritsema at candieritsema@yahoo.com or text her at 616 835-2488. 
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TentaƟve Calendar thru December: 

September 20-21st: Share Your Plants Plant Sale 

September 25th Social Dinner at Clifford Lake 

October? Social Dinner TBD 

October? Ladies Wine Nite 

November 2nd: Cornhole/Chili Cookoff 

December 7th: TentaƟve Christmas Party 

 

 

 

In place of the Healthy Recipe, it’s the Thoughƞul Quote of the Month: 

“The best remedy for those who are afraid, lonely or unhappy is to go outside…Nature brings solace in all 
troubles.” 
 -Ann Frank 

Nature Picture are courtesy of Terri Veldman and Wendi Davidson. 
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Got Deer?? 
 
Deer are beautiful to watch and they certainly have a right to live near us, but when they start destroying the 
gardens you have labored over it can be annoying! They have a right to live near us, so the best course of  
action if you have a deer problem is to adjust your practices. 
No plant is 100% deer proof. If deer are hungry, they will eat anything that looks slightly green. However, 
there are many Michigan native plants that are resistant to deer browsing because of texture, aroma and/or 
flavor. 
Since we live in an area with a high population of deer, in addition to planting deer resistant plants you can  
also use an organic natural deterrent around the perimeter of your garden. Products like "Plant Skydd" or 
"Liquid Fence" utilize predator urine, dried blood, and other scents to repel deer, ground hogs, rabbits, etc. 
(Note: I have tried most of these and I am not endorsing the use of any specific product.) 

 
Now the title really should say “Who Doesn’t have Deer?”   I hear things like this often from folks in the area: 
"Every time I plant a garden the deer devour it!" OR "I love seeing the deer in my yard, but I don't like the way 
they eat everything!"   If you have visited my nursery most likely you noticed the miles of deer netting covering 
everything.  I have found it to be the best protection and easy to apply, and really it is not that noticeable.    
 
If this is you, here is the good news: there are many native plants that are resistant to deer browsing! Deer do 
not like the smell, taste, or texture of these plants!  And, Fall is the perfect time to add native plants to your 

landscape, here is a partial list of deer resistant plants that are available from my nursery.  
 
Remember: Native plants do not need as much water and they need no pesticides or other toxic chemicals. 
Once established, they require less care and their long roots soak up water, clean some toxins, and help with 
erosion and soil compaction. Many native plants support multiple beneficial insect species and birds. 
 
A complete list can be found on my website:  http://lakesidenatives.com    I hope this provides everyone with 
valuable insights and inspires you to include native plants in your landscaping. 
 
Happy Planting,    
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Beebalm Turtle head 

Big Blue Stem (Ornamental Grass) Wild Ginger 

Blue Vervain Purple coneflower  

Rattlesnake Master Joe-pye weed  

Cardinal Flower Boneset 

Culvers Root Big Leaf Aster 

Columbine Prairie smoke 

Marsh Blazing Star Wild geranium  

Rose Milkweed Prairie smoke  

Nodding Wild Onion Sneezeweed 
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