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Walter Johnson High School All School Booster Club

6400 Rock Spring Drive, Bethesda, MD 20814
301-803-7100
www.walterjohnson.com/orgs/booster
By-Laws

This document can only be amended and ratified by an official majority vote of the 

Walter Johnson All School Booster Board.

These actions are official as of 11/9/2015.

ARTICLE I:  NAME

This organization, which shall be non-profit, non-political and non-sectarian, shall be known as the Walter Johnson All School Booster Club and shall be referred to in the By-Laws as the “Booster Club”.

ARTICLE II:  PURPOSE
The purpose of the Booster Club is to raise money for distribution to organizations engaged in school-sponsored extracurricular activities at Walter Johnson High School (WJHS).  The Booster Club has the following specific objectives:

A. To promote academic, altruistic, artistic and athletic activities engaged in by WJHS students.

B. To promote meaningful and active relationships between all segments of the WJHS community including students, parents, staff, faculty, administration, neighbors, friends, alumni and businesses.

C. To promote the general welfare of the school and community by developing good citizenship, sportsmanship, community involvement and charitable activity by WJHS students.

D. To promote the growth and development of WJHS students through encouragement of participation in extracurricular activities.

E. To promote parental involvement and support in activities engaged in by the WJHS community. 

F. Further purposes of the Walter Johnson All School Booster Club:

(1) This organization is organized exclusively for charitable, educational, and scientific purposes, including, for such purposes, the making of distributions to organizations that qualify as exempt organizations under 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of and future federal tax code.

(2) No part of net earnings of the organization shall inure to the benefit of, or be distributed to its members, trustees, officers, or other private persons, except that the organization shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the purposes set forth in the purpose clause hereof.  No substantial part of the activities of the organization shall be the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and the organization shall not participate in, or intervene in (including the publishing or distribution of statements) any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this document, the organization shall not carry on any other activities not permitted to be carried on (a) by an organization exempt from federal income tax under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal tax code, or (b) by any organization, contributions to which are deductible under section 170 (c)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code or corresponding section of any future federal tax code, or (b) by any organization.

(3) Upon dissolution of the organization, assets shall be distributed for one or more exempt purposes within the meaning of section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or (a) corresponding section of any future federal tax code, or (b) by any organization, or shall be distributed to the federal government, or to a state or local government, for a public purpose.  Any such assets not disposed of shall be disposed of by a court of competent jurisdiction of the county in which the principle office of the organization is then located, exclusively for such purposes or to such organization or organizations, as said Court shall determine which are organized and operated exclusively for such purposes.

ARTICLE III:
COMMITMENT TO INCLUSIVITY

The Booster Club is committed to supporting the WJHS community without regard to race, creed, color, national origin, sexual orientation, or physical or mental ability.

ARTICLE IV: MEMBERSHIP AND DUES

A. Any person committed to the objectives of the Booster Club and willing to support its policies may become a member upon payment of annual dues.

B. The Board of Directors may accord honorary, non-voting, membership to persons or organizations that contribute to or support the objectives of the Booster Club.

C. Membership fees shall be set annually by the Board of Directors at or near the commencement of the Booster Club’s Calendar year as defined in Article X.

D. Membership may be revoked or suspended by a two-thirds vote of the Board of Directors if it is determined that the member has acted in a manner inconsistent with the principles, purposes or objectives of the Booster Club.  The affected member and the Board of Directors must be advised at least five (5) days prior to a meeting that a vote on suspension or revocation of membership is acted upon.  Membership may be reinstated upon such terms and conditions that the Board of Directors shall determine.

E. The Board of Directors may waive payment of dues in appropriate circumstances.

ARTICLE V:   ORGANIZATION

A.
Board of Directors


The Board of Directors shall be composed of the following members:

1. The Executive Officers of the Booster Club

2. The Chair of each of the Standing Operating Committees of the Booster Club

3. The School Principal or his/her designee

4. The School Athletic Director or his/her designee

5. The immediate past-president of the Booster Club (for 1 year after term ends)
The Board of Directors shall administer and govern the affairs of the Booster Club and shall determine its policies and procedures.

B.
Executive Officers

1. President:  Shall be the chief executive officer of the Booster Club, shall schedule, prepare the agenda for and preside at meetings, shall appoint chairs to committees and fill any vacancies that may arise, shall be the spokesperson for the Booster Club at School and Community events, and shall be the principle liaison between the Booster Club and the school administration, PTSA, Board of Education and the community at large.  Two people may share the office of the president.

2. Vice-President:  Shall act as Parliamentarian, coordinate activities of the commissioner coordinator, shall assist the President, and shall perform those other and further duties as assigned by the President and act in the absence, disability, resignation or removal of the President.

3. Secretary: Shall be responsible for keeping and preparing minutes of meetings and communications with the membership which shall include preparing periodic electronic Booster newsletters (Booster Bytes) for posting on the school listserve.  The Secretary shall also determine eligibility to vote at meetings.

4. Treasurer:  Shall be responsible for the financial affairs of the Booster Club, which includes keeping, maintaining and balancing the bank accounts of the Booster Club, opening new accounts if appropriate, establishing procedures for and reviewing and approving reimbursement for expenses, providing periodic reports on the financial affairs of the Booster Club and ensuring that the Booster Club is compliant with tax payment and reporting requirements.

5. The Executive Officers shall consult with each other prior to making major decisions and shall report their actions taken and decisions made at all regularly scheduled meetings.  All actions taken and decisions made are subject to the approval of the Board of Directors.

C.
Standing Operating Committees.


The President shall appoint chairs of the following Committees whose responsibilities shall be as stated in addition to such other duties as may be directed from time to time by the Board of Directors.  A representative of each Committee shall report to the Booster Club at each regularly scheduled meeting.

1. Membership.  The committee shall be responsible for recruitment and retention of members, collection of dues and maintaining lists of members.

2. Commissioners.  The Commissioner Coordinator(s) (Sports and Clubs) shall appoint a member to serve as Commissioner for each extracurricular activity in conjunction with the coaches and club sponsors.  The Commissioner shall serve as a liaison between that activity and the Booster Club.

3. Publicity.  The committee shall be responsible for publicizing Booster Club activities and the dissemination of information pertinent to the Booster Club.

4. Such other Committees as the Board of Directors may establish.

D. At-Large Officers

Up to three At-Large Officers may be appointed by the President as deemed necessary and appropriate.  The President shall establish the duties of each At-Large Officer appointed.

E. Removal

A member of the Board of Directors may be removed or suspended by a two-thirds vote of the remaining Board of Directors if it is determined that the individual has acted in a manner inconsistent with the principles, purposes or objectives of the Booster Club, including failure to attend meetings.  The affected individual and the Board of Directors must be advised at least seven (7) days prior to a meeting that a vote on removal or suspension is acted upon.  The individual may be reinstated in his or her office upon such terms and conditions that the Board of Directors shall determine.

ARTICLE VI:   MEETINGS

A. The President shall preside over meetings in an informal manner except that in the case of a dispute, the latest edition of Roberts’ Rules of Order shall govern the proceedings if not otherwise provided for by these By-Laws.

B. The Booster Club shall meet once each month, if necessary, at the school or such other location as may be established by the President from September through May and at least one time during the Summer months.  The President in consultation with the Board of Directors shall determine dates and times for meetings.

C. The President in consultation with the Board of Directors may call additional meetings as the business of the Booster Club may require.

D. Nothing contained herein shall be construed to prevent the Booster Club from meeting telephonically, electronically or by other means if appropriate and if approved by a majority of the Executive Officers.

E. The May meeting shall consider and vote upon the election of the Executive Officers.

F. There must be a quorum of the Board of Directors present in order to hold a meeting. A quorum shall consist of five (5) members of the Board of Directors.

G. Special meetings may be called by a notice signed by ten members of the Booster Club and at least three members of the Board of Directors, one of who shall be an Executive Officer.

H. No meeting of the Booster Club shall take place without a minimum of three (3) days notice.

I. The various Standing Operating Committees and other duly appointed Committees should hold their meetings at the discretion of the Committee Chair.  Meetings shall be held as often as necessary to conduct business.

J. Members in good standing and the Board of Directors are eligible to vote on all matters except as otherwise provided for in these By-Laws.  Voting must be done in person. Voting by proxy is prohibited.

ARTICLE VII:  NOTICE


The Secretary shall determine the most effective and cost efficient method of giving notices required by these By-Laws.  Notice shall be effective if given by electronic means.

ARTICLE VIII:   FUNDING


Funding school-sponsored extracurricular student activity is an integral part of the Booster Club’s purpose.

A. The Booster Club shall develop funding criteria and forms which shall include, but may not necessarily be limited to the following: is the activity otherwise funded by the Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS), number of members, the benefit to the WJHS community, the activity’s past, present and commitment to future support of the Booster Club, and whether the activity is open to all WJHS students.  The Booster Club shall consider any other criteria it deems appropriate on a case-by-case basis and shall assign such weight as it deems appropriate to each criterion identified.  Funding criteria shall be reviewed and revised as necessary but in no event shall the Booster Club provide funding which is inconsistent with MCPS rules or regulations.

B. Requests for funding shall be submitted on Booster Club forms to the President or Vice-President by an activity prior to a Booster Club meeting which will consider the request.  Failure to comply with this provision may result in the request being deferred to the following regularly scheduled meeting.

C. The request for funding may be returned to its proponent if the President or the Board of Directors determines that the request is incomplete or not submitted on the proper forms.

D. Requests for funding shall be voted upon at the first regularly scheduled meeting and after a properly completed request is submitted. Funding requests must be approved by a majority of the members present at the meeting. The Student Government Association member may not vote on any request from an organization or activity of which he or she is a member.

E. An Executive Officer may delay a vote on a funding request until the next meeting for any reason.  No Executive Office shall cause such a delay more than once for any particular funding request.

ARTICLE IX:
   NOMINATING COMMITTEE

The Board of Directors shall appoint, no later than the end of March of each year, at least three (3) Booster Club members to the Nominating Committee.  The Nominating Committee shall nominate a slate of Executive Officers for presentation at the May meeting.  The nominated slate shall be communicated to the membership at least ten (10) days prior to the meeting.

ARTICLE X:  OFFICERS, ELECTION AND AUDITING PROCEDURES

A. Executive Officers of the Booster Club shall serve a one-year term.  No person shall serve as President or Vice-President for more than three (3) consecutive terms. 
B.
Election of the Executive Officers shall be conducted at the May meeting.  All members in attendance in good standing may vote.  The ballot shall consist of the slate proposed by the Nominating Committee and nominations made and seconded from the floor.  Voting shall be by voice unless a majority approves a different method.

C. 
The tenure of the elected officers shall commence on July 1st and end on June 30th of the following year.  The candidate receiving the most votes for a given office shall be declared the winner.

D.
The President shall appoint a Booster Club member to complete the term of any Executive Office in which there is a vacancy.

E.
The Vice-President shall assume the office of President should a vacancy develop in that office.

F. 
The Booster Club calendar year will begin July 1 and end on June 30 of the following year.

G.
The President shall appoint a committee to make an accounting for the year.  The results of the accounting shall be reported at the next meeting of the Board of Directors and at the first general meeting of the membership in the Fall.

H.
No expenditure or commitment to expend Booster Club funds in excess of One Thousand Dollars ($1,000) may be made without a formal vote of the Board of Directors.

XI:
SUCCESSION


The Booster Club shall have the right of perpetual succession.  Upon dissolution, all property including the balance of monies in the treasury (after the liquidation of any outstanding liabilities) shall be dispensed as directed by the Board of Directors for the benefit of Walter Johnson High School.

XII:
AMENDMENTS


Amendments to these By-Laws shall be effective if approved by a two-thirds vote of the members of the Board of Directors, provided that written notice of the proposed amendment(s) shall have been provided each member of the Board of Directors at least five (5) days prior to the meeting at which such amendment(s) is to be considered for adoption.  Upon approval, an amendment is effective immediately.
XIII:
COMPLIANCE WITH LAW

If any provision of these By-Laws is held to be invalid, such invalidity shall not invalidate the entire By-Laws.  In such an event, these By-Laws shall be construed as if not containing the particular provision or provisions held to be invalid, without affecting the validity of the By-Laws generally, which shall otherwise be construed and enforced accordingly.

These Amended and Restated By-Laws have been adopted at a duly convened meeting of the Board of Directors on _____________, 2015.

____________________________



___________________________

President






Vice-President

_____________________________

Secretary
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