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French-

A la carte From the menu, individually priced.
Adieu Farewell.
Apéritif A drink taken before a meal.

Au contraire

On the contrary.

Avant-garde

New and original ideas or styles.

Bas relief A sculpture in which forms project slightly from
the background.

Bizarre Strange and unusual.

Bon voyage Have a good trip.

Boudoir A woman's private room.

Chauffeur A driver.

Chic Stylish and fashionable.

Clique A small group of people who exclude others.

Couture The design and making of fashionable clothes.

Cologne A type of perfume.

Détente A period of relaxed tensions, especially between
countries.

Eau de toilette Perfume.

En route On the way.

Faux Fake or artificial.

Faux pas A social blunder.

Film noir A style of film characterized by cynicism and

disillusionment.

Hors d'oeuvre

A small dish served before a meal.

Haute couture

High fashion, high end designer clothing.

Liaison A close connection between people or
organizations.
Lingerie Underwear, especially women's.
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Matinee A performance of a play or opera in the
afternoon.

Melee A noisy, confused fight.

Omelette A dish made from beaten eggs cooked in a frying

pan.

Papier maché

A material made of paper pulp and glue.

Patisserie

A shop that sells pastries.

Petite

Small and dainty.

Prét a porter

Ready to wear clothing.

Quiche A savory baked dish consisting of pastry crust
filled with eggs, cheese, and other ingredients.

Rendezvous A meeting at an agreed time and place.

Séance A spiritualistic meeting.

Silhouette The outline of a shape or form.

Soufflé A light, fluffy dish made with beaten egg whites.

Trompe |'ceil A technique that uses realistic imagery to create
an optical illusion.

Tiramisu An Italian dessert.

Tout le monde

Everyone.

Vis a vis Face to face.

From Latin-

Ab Away from (e.g., abnormal, absent)

Ad To, toward (e.g., adhere, advance)

Ante Before (e.g., antecedent, antebellum)
Circum Around (e.g., circumnavigate, circumspect)

Con or Com

With, together (e.g., connect, combine)

Contra

Against (e.g., contradict, contrary)

De

Down, from, away (e.g., descend, deduct)
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Ex Out, from (e.g., exit, expel)

InorIm In, into (e.g., input, import)

Inter Between, among (e.g., interact, international)
Post After (e.g., postpone, postscript)

Pre Before (e.g., prepay, preview)

Re Again, back (e.g., redo, rewind)

Sub Under, below (e.g., submarine, subconscious)
Super Above, over (e.g., superior, superhuman)
Trans Across, beyond (e.g., transport, transcend)
Abacus A calculating tool.

Abbreviate To shorten.

Absolve To free from blame or guilt.

Adolescence

The period of time between childhood and
adulthood.

Agenda A list of things to be done.

Alumnus/ Alumna A former student of a school, college, or
university.

Amiable Friendly and pleasant.

Amorphous Shapeless.

Antecedent Something that precedes.

Aqua Water.

Auditorium A large room or hall for public gatherings.

Bonus Something extra or advantageous.

Campus The grounds of a university or college.

Circa Approximately.

Cogito, ergo sum

"I think, therefore I am."

Curriculum vitae

A brief account of a person's education,

qualifications, and previous experience.

De facto In fact, whether by right or not.
Et cetera And so on.
Ex officio By virtue of one's office or position.
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Forum A public meeting or discussion.

Genius Exceptional intellectual or creative power.

Hypothesis A supposition or proposed explanation made on
the basis of limited evidence as a starting point
for further investigation.

Incognito Without revealing one's identity.

Interim In the meantime.

Memorandum A written message, especially one from one
person to another within an organization.

Nexus A connection or series of connections linking two

or more things.

Persona non grata

An unwelcome person.

Quantum leap

A sudden, significant change.

Status quo

The existing state of affairs.

Summa cum laude

With highest honors.

Tempus fugit

Time flies.

Ultra vires Beyond one's legal power or authority.
Versus Against.
Vice versa The other way around.

Habeas corpus

A writ requiring a person under arrest to be
brought before a judge or into court, especially to
secure the person's release unless lawful grounds

are shown for their detention.

Res judicata

A matter that has been decided by a court.

Sui juris Of one's own right.

Ultra vires Beyond one's legal power or authority.

Anatomy The study of the structure of the human body.

Diagnosis The identification of the nature of an illness or
other problem by examination of the symptoms.

Prognosis A forecast of the likely course of a disease or

ailment.
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Symptom

A physical or mental feature which is regarded as

indicating a condition of disease.

Therapy Treatment intended to relieve or heal a disease.

Atom The basic unit of a chemical element.

Hypothesis A supposition or proposed explanation made on
the basis of limited evidence as a starting point
for further investigation.

Quantum The smallest discrete amount of a quantity, such
as energy.

Virus A small infectious agent that replicates only within
the living cells of other organisms.

Ad hoc For a specific purpose or occasion.

Circadian Relating to biological processes that occur
regularly over approximately 24 hours.

Equinox The time or date (twice each year) at which the
sun crosses the celestial equator, when day and
night are of approximately equal length.

Exposé A public revelation of a scandal, especially a

political one.

Memento mori

A reminder of death.

Per se

By itself.

Sine qua non

An essential condition.

Greek-

Acronym A word formed from the initial letters of a group
of words.

Algorithm A procedure for solving a mathematical problem.
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Analysis The process of breaking down a complex topic or
substance into simpler parts in order to gain a
better understanding of it.

Anatomy The study of the structure of the human body.

Android A robot with a human appearance.

Anthropology

The study of humans, past and present.

Archaeology

The study of human history and prehistory
through the excavation of sites and the analysis

of artifacts and other physical remains.

Asthma A respiratory condition marked by attacks of
severe breathing difficulty, wheezing, coughing,
and a feeling of tightness in the chest.

Atom The basic unit of a chemical element.

Chaos Complete disorder and confusion.

Climate The weather conditions prevailing in an area in
general or over a long period.

Cosmology The science of the origin and development of the
universe.

Crisis A time of intense difficulty or danger.

Democracy Government by the people.

Demography The study of statistics of populations.

Diagnosis The identification of the nature of an illness or
other problem by examination of the symptoms.

Dogma A principle or set of principles laid down by an
authority as incontrovertibly true.

Drama A play, film, or television program of a serious
nature, with a strong plot.

Dynamic Characterized by constant change, activity, or

progress.
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Economy The wealth and resources of a country or region,
especially in terms of the production and
consumption of goods and services.

Epidemic A widespread occurrence of an infectious disease
in @ community at a particular time.

Geography The study of Earth's physical features,
inhabitants, and phenomena.

Geometry The branch of mathematics concerned with the
properties and relations of points, lines, surfaces,
solids, and space.

Grammar The whole system and structure of a language or

of languages in general.

Hydrophobia

Fear of water.

Hypothesis A supposition or proposed explanation made on
the basis of limited evidence as a starting point
for further investigation.

Logic Rational thinking and inference.

Method A particular procedure or technique.

Morphology The study of the forms of words.

Myth A traditional story, especially one concerning the
early history of a people or explaining some
natural or social phenomenon, and typically
involving supernatural beings or events.

Necrosis The death of living cells or tissues.

Neurosis A mental disorder characterized by anxiety or
obsessive behavior.

Paradox A seemingly absurd or self- contradictory

statement or proposition that when investigated
or explained may prove to be well founded or

true.
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Pharmacy

The practice of preparing and dispensing

medicinal drugs.

Philosophy The study of the fundamental nature of reality,
knowledge, and existence.

Phobia An extreme or irrational fear of or aversion to
something.

Phonetics The study of speech sounds.

Physics The branch of science concerned with the nature
and properties of matter and energy.

Politics The activities associated with the governance of a
country or other area, especially the debate or
conflict among individuals or parties having or
hoping to achieve power.

Psychology The scientific study of the human mind and its
functions, especially those affecting behavior in a
given context.

Rhetoric The art of effective or persuasive speaking or
writing.

Rhythm A strong, regular, repeated pattern of movement
or sound.

Syntax The arrangement of words and phrases to create
well- formed sentences in a language.

Technique A skillful method of doing something.

Therapy Treatment intended to relieve or heal a disease.

Xenophobia Fear or hatred of foreigners or strangers.

Italian-
Allegro Fast, quick, or lively.
Alto A high male voice or singer.
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Basilica A large church building.

Bravo Well done! (used to express approval or
admiration)

Camera A room or building, especially one used for a
specific purpose.

Cappuccino A coffee drink made with espresso, steamed milk
foam, and often topped with cocoa powder.

Casino A public room or building, often for gambling.

Concerto A musical composition for a solo instrument or
instruments accompanied by an orchestra.

Dilettante A person who cultivates an area of interest, such
as the arts, without real commitment or
expertise.

Duet A piece of music for two performers.

Fascist A member of a far right, authoritarian political
party.

Finale The concluding part of a performance or event.

Fresco A painting done rapidly in watercolor on wet
plaster on a wall or ceiling, so that the colors sink
into the plaster and become durable.

Graffiti Writing or drawings scribbled, scratched, or
painted on a wall or other surface, often illegally.

Incognito Without revealing one's identity.

Impromptu Not planned or prepared beforehand.

Lasagna A wide, flat pasta, typically baked with meat
sauce, cheese, and other fillings.

Libretto The text of an opera or other musical work.

Mafia A powerful organized crime syndicate.

Macaroni A type of pasta in the form of tubes.

Maestro A highly skilled artist, especially a musician or

conductor.
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Opera A dramatic work in music, especially one set to

music and performed by singers.

Panorama A wide view of a landscape.
Pianissimo Very softly.
Pizza A dish of Italian origin consisting of a base of

dough baked with cheese and tomato sauce, often

with added toppings.

Prima donna A temperamental and demanding person,

especially a principal female singer in an opera

company.

Risotto A rice dish cooked in broth and typically mixed
with butter, Parmesan cheese, and other
ingredients.

Scenario A sequence of possible future events.

Solo A performance by a single individual.

Spaghetti A type of pasta in the form of long, thin strands.

Studio A workplace for an artist, writer, etc.

Tiramisu An Italian dessert.

Viva Long live! (used as a cheer or exclamation)
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Spanish-

Armada A fleet of warships.

Barrio A district or neighborhood, especially a poor one.

Bonanza A period of sudden wealth and success.

Bravado A bold, boastful manner or display.

Bronco A wild or half- wild horse.

Cafeteria A restaurant where customers serve themselves.

Cacao A tropical tree whose seeds are the source of
cocoa solids and cocoa butter.

Canyon A deep, narrow gorge, especially one with steep
sides.

Cargo Goods carried by a ship, aircraft, or motor
vehicle.

Desperado A reckless criminal.

Embargo An official ban on trade or other commercial
activity with a particular country.

Gaucho A cowboy of the South American pampas.

Guacamole A thick, smooth avocado dip.

Guerrilla A member of a small independent group taking
part in irregular fighting.

Guitar A stringed musical instrument.

Hurricane A violent tropical storm.

Jalapefio A small chili pepper.

Lasso A rope or cord used for catching cattle.

Maraca A percussion instrument consisting of a dried
gourd with seeds or beads inside.

Mosquito A small flying insect.

Patio An outdoor area adjoining a house.

Pesto A sauce made from basil, pine nuts, garlic,

Parmesan cheese, and olive oil.
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Plateau A flat, elevated area of land.

Renegade A person who deserts their party or cause.
Siesta A short sleep taken in the early afternoon.
Sombrero A wide- brimmed hat, typically worn in Mexico

and South America.

Taco A Mexican dish consisting of a folded tortilla filled

with various ingredients.

Tornado A violent, destructive windstorm.

Vanilla A flavoring extract obtained from an orchid.
German-

Angst A feeling of anxiety or dread.

Augenblick A moment.

Bildungsroman A novel dealing with the formative years of a

protagonist.

Blitz A sudden intensive military attack, especially a

concentrated aerial bombardment.

Doppelganger A ghostly double of a living person.

Ersatz A substitute, often inferior.

Fledermaus A bat.

Gesundheit A common expression used to wish someone

good health after they sneeze.

Kindergarten A preschool.

Kraftwerk A power station.

Lumpenproletariat A class of people who are socially marginalized

and economically deprived.

Obergruppenfihrer | A high- ranking Nazi official.

Plunder Steal goods from (a place), typically using force.
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Quartz

A mineral consisting of silicon dioxide,

crystallizing in several different forms.

Realpolitik Politics based on practical considerations rather
than moral principles.

Reichstag The German parliament.

Schadenfreude Pleasure derived by someone from another
person's misfortune.

Schlag A sudden, decisive action.

Schnitzel A thin, breaded, and fried cutlet of veal, pork, or
chicken.

Sonderkommando A special unit, especially one formed for a specific

task.

Sturm und Drang

A literary movement of the late 18th century.

Wanderlust A strong desire to travel.
Zeitgeist The defining spirit of a particular era.
Japanese-
Anime Japanese animation.
Arigato Thank you
Bento A boxed lunch
Bonsai A miniature tree or shrub grown in a pot, often
dwarfed by pruning and shaping.
Futon A Japanese- style mattress
Geisha A traditional Japanese female entertainer.
Ikebana The Japanese art of flower arrangement.
Judo A martial art and Olympic sport originating in
Japan.
Kabuki A classical Japanese dance- drama
Kanji Chinese characters adopted into Japanese writing
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Karate A martial art originating in Okinawa, Japan.

Katakana A Japanese syllabary

Kimono A traditional Japanese garment.

Konnichiwa Hello (Japanese greeting).

Karaoke A form of entertainment where people sing along
to recorded music.

Manga Comic books or graphic novels originating from
Japan.

Ninja A member of a class of assassins and spies in
feudal Japan.

Onsen A hot spring

Origami The Japanese art of paper folding.

Otaku A person obsessed with anime, manga, or video
games

Ramen A Japanese noodle soup.

Samurai A member of a powerful military class in feudal
Japan.

Shiatsu A Japanese form of massage.

Sumo A Japanese style of wrestling.

Sushi A Japanese dish of prepared vinegared rice,
usually with seafood or vegetables.

Tatami A type of mat used as a flooring material in
traditional Japanese houses.

Tempura A Japanese dish of deep- fried seafood and
vegetables.

Tsunami A large sea wave caused by an earthquake,
volcanic eruption, or other disturbance.

Wabi- Sabi A Japanese aesthetic centered on finding beauty
in imperfection

Yakitori Grilled skewered chicken

Yakuza A Japanese crime syndicate
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Zen A school of Mahayana Buddhism emphasizing
meditation and intuition.
Chinese-
Dim sum A type of Chinese dumpling or bun.

Hoisin sauce

A thick, sweet, and savory sauce.

Ketchup

A condiment made from tomatoes and spices.

Kung Pao chicken

A spicy Sichuan dish.

Lo mein A stir- fried noodle dish.

Mung bean A type of bean.

Peking duck A roasted duck dish.

Wonton A type of dumpling.

Feng shui The ancient Chinese practice of arranging spaces
to improve flow of energy.

Guanxi Personal connections and relationships.

Qi Life energy or force.

Tai chi A Chinese martial art and exercise.

Tofu A food made from soybeans.

Typhoon A tropical storm.

Woke Originally a Chinese term for being aware of
social justice issues.

Yin and yang A concept of duality in Daoist philosophy.

Tao The way or principle underlying reality.

Qi Gong A system of practices that seeks to cultivate and
balance qi.

Mahjong A tile- based game.

Mandarin The official language of the People's Republic of

China.
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Cantonese

A variety of Chinese language spoken in Hong

Kong and southern China.

Confucianism

A system of social and ethical philosophy.

Daoism A philosophical and religious tradition.
Face A person's reputation or prestige.
Guanxi Personal connections and relationships.
Silkworm An insect that produces silk.
Tea A drink made from the leaves of the Camellia
sinensis plant.
Wonton A type of dumpling.
Indian-
Bandana A large, brightly colored handkerchief, often worn
around the head.
Banyan A large fig tree with aerial roots that grow down
to form new trunks.
Bungalow A one- story house with a roof that slopes on all
sides.
Cheetah A large, spotted cat.
Coolie A laborer, especially one employed by Europeans
in India.
Cot A simple, often portable bed.
Curry A dish of meat, vegetables, or eggs cooked in a
spicy sauce.
Dhoti A traditional Indian garment worn by men.
Guru A spiritual teacher.
Juggernaut A large, heavy, slow- moving vehicle, or a
powerful force that crushes everything in its path.
Jungle A dense forest.
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Loot Stolen goods; to steal.
Mango A tropical fruit.
Mantra A sacred utterance, incantation, or sound in
Hinduism, Buddhism, and Sikhism.
Pajamas Loose- fitting trousers, often worn for sleeping.
Pundit A learned person, especially one who is a
recognized authority in a particular field.
Rickshaw A small two- wheeled vehicle pulled by one
person.
Sari A draped garment worn by women in the Indian
subcontinent.
Shampoo A hair- cleansing agent.
Sitar A long- necked lute used in Indian classical
music.
Teak A tropical hardwood.
Thug A member of a secret organization of professional
assassins in India.
Yoga A physical, mental, and spiritual practice or
discipline.
Arabic-
Alcohol An organic compound containing a hydroxyl
group.
Alkali A substance that can neutralize acids.
Algebra A branch of mathematics dealing with symbols
and the rules for manipulating them.
Alchemy A medieval pseudoscientific practice involving

chemical processes aimed at transforming base

metals into gold or finding a universal elixir.
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Algorithm

A procedure for solving a mathematical problem.

Assassin A murderer, especially one hired to kill someone.

Bazaar A market or marketplace.

Cipher A secret system of writing.

Caliph The chief Muslim civil and religious ruler, regarded
as the successor of Muhammad.

Coffee A beverage made from roasted and ground coffee
beans.

Cotton A soft white fibrous substance produced by plants
of the genus Gossypium.

Hazard A danger or risk.

Harem A part of a Muslim household reserved for wives,
concubines, and female servants.

Jasmine A fragrant flowering vine.

Magazine A periodical publication containing articles and
illustrations.

Mattress A large, usually rectangular pad for sleeping on.

Mosque A Muslim place of worship.

Nadir The lowest point.

Sherbet A flavored frozen dessert.

Sofa A long, upholstered seat with a back and arms,
for two or more people.

Sugar A sweet substance obtained from sugar cane or
sugar beet.

Syrup A thick, sweet liquid.

Tariff A tax or duty imposed on goods imported or
exported.

Zenith The highest point reached by a celestial object.

Zero The number 0.
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Dutch-

Boss A person in charge of a group or organization.
Colander A perforated bowl for draining food.

Deck A floor of a ship or other vessel.

Dike A wall or embankment built to prevent floods.
Dollar A unit of currency.

Easel A frame for supporting a painting while it is being

worked on.
Gin An alcoholic drink distilled from grain.
Skates Footwear with blades attached to the soles, used
for ice skating or roller skating.

Skipper The captain of a ship or boat.

Waffle A light, fluffy, grid- patterned cake.
Portuguese-

Cobra A venomous snake.

Marmalade A jelly made from citrus fruit,

especially oranges.
Molasses A thick, dark syrup produced
during the refining of sugar.
Port A fortified wine.
Savannah A grassy plain in tropical and

subtropical regions.
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Russian-

Balalaika A Russian stringed musical

instrument.

Czar A title of the former rulers of

Russia.

Comrade A fellow member of a political

party or organization.

Vodka A colorless alcoholic liquor.

Turkish-

Kiosk A small building or stall, typically
made of wood and often open-
fronted, where goods or refreshments
are sold.

Tulip A bulbous plant with showy flowers.

Yogurt A dairy product obtained by

fermenting milk with bacteria.
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